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HOARD  OF    ALDEEMEI, 

SEPTEMBER  28, 1854. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Comptroller,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  calling  for  affidavits  taken  be- 
fore the  Recorder,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Comptroller. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Finance  Depaetment,  Comptroller's  Office, 
New  York,  September  25th,  1854. 

To  the  Board  of  Aldermen: 

The  Comptroller,  in  compliance  with  the  following  reso- 
lution, to  wit: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Comptroller  be,  and  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  furnish  this  Board  with  a  complete  copy  of  all 
statements  or  evidence  taken  before  his  Honor  the  Re- 
corder, which  were  sent  to  him  by  his  Excellency  Gover- 
nor Seymour;"  has  caused  the  testimony  taken  before  the 
Recorder,  F.  R.  Tillou,  in  the  years  1853  and  1854,  to  be 
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carcfully  copied  from  the  books  filed  in  the  Finance  De- 
partment, l)y  the  Governor  of  the  State,  to  whom  copies 
were  furnisihcd  by  the  Recorder,  which  documents  and 
affidavits  arc  herewith  j-ulinitted. 

In  presenting  copies  of  tliis  testimony  to  the  Common 
Council,  it  is  proper  to  sliow  when,  and  liow,  these  docu- 
ment? came  into  the  cu^lody  of  the  Finance  Dcpartmeirt. 

To  aid  the  Conuuittces  on  Public  rTcalth  in  the  t^o 
Boards  to  get  possession  of  all  the  facts  in  regard  to  the 
contract  of  William  B.  Reynolds,  the  Comptroller,  in 
April  last,  addressed  a  letter  to  Governor  Seymour,  ask- 
ing permission  to  take  copies  of  such  parts  of  the  testi- 
mony as  related  A)  that  contract.  The  following  arc 
copies  of  this  request,  an^  the  Governor's  answer. 

New  York,  April  25,  1854. 
Governor  Seymour: 

Dear  Sir: — A  matter  is  now  before  the  Common  Coun- 
cil which  makes  it  desirable  that  the  Finance  Dciiartment 
should  have  the  testimony,  or  a  portion  of  it,  taken  before 
the  Recorder,  in  the  case  of  William  B.  Reynolds.  It  seems 
to  me  that  this  proof,  now  in  your  hands,  might  properly 
be  used  to  further  the  ends  of  justice. 

If  you  see  no  impropiiety  in  having  the  testimony  in  re- 
gard to  the  Reynolds  contract  copied  and  used  before  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  I  will  get  Col.  Warner,  who  made  the 
copies  originally,  to  visit  Albany,  and  transcribe  the 
same. 

Respectfully  and  truly  yours, 

A.  G.  FLAGG. 
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The  Governor's  Reply. 

State  of  New  York,  Executive  Department,  ) 
Albany,  April  27,  1854.      j 

A.  C.  Flagg: 

My  Dear  Sir: — It  is  my  intention  to  deposit  in  your 
office  the  testimony  taken  in  New  York,  before  Recorder 
Tillou.  I  shall  go  to  New  York,  and  will  carry  the 
papers,  &c.,  with  me.  If  this  will  not  be  in  time  for  your 
purpose,  I  will  sen^  them  to  you  by  express. 

Very  truly  yours,  &c., 

HORATIO  SEYMOUR. 

Soon  after  the  date  of  this  letter,  copies  of  the  affidavits 
were  deposited  in  this  office,  contained  in  four  books. 

The  letter  of  Mr.  Blunt,  the  District  Attorney,  to  the 
Recorder,  and  the  presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury  to  the 
Court  of  Sessions,  at  the  February  term  of  1853,  are 
copied  at  length  in  book  No.  4,  and  accordingly  are  given 
at  length  in  this  communication.  They  form  the  basis  of 
the  proceedings  before  the  Recorder,  and  afford  an  appro- 
priate introduction  to  the  mass  of  testimony  presented 
herewith. 

The  District  Attorney,  Mr.  Blunt,  corresponded  with 
the  Governor,  on  the  subject  of  investigating  the  matters 
referred  to  in  the  presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury;  and 
Governor  Seymour,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  District  At- 
torney, appointed  James  R.  Whiting,  Esq.,  and  Ogden 
Hoffman,  the  present  Attorney  General  of  the  State,  to 
conduct  the  examinations  before  the  Recorder.  Col. 
Warner  was  selected  to  take  down  the  testimony  of  the 
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witnesses,  and  the  affidavits  signed  by  the  witnesses  and 
sworn  to  before  the  Recorder,  were  copied  by  Col.  War- 
ner, into  the  four  books  referred  to,  and  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Governor. 

Tlic  testimony  is  arranged  in  the  following  order. 

1.  The  Obsequies  of  Henry   Clay,  Daniel  Webster  and 
President  Taylor. 

2.  Celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  1852. 

3.  The  purchase  of  land  on  Great  Barn  Island,  for  a 
Cemetery. 

4.  The   Catharine  street,   Roosevelt,   Wall,   Houston, 
Grand  and  Fourteenth  street  ferries. 

5.  The  Third  and  Eighth  avenue  Railroads. 

6.  Filling  in  Stuyvesant  Cove;  the  removal  of  street 
dirt,  and  the  exterior  line  on  the  East  river. 

7.  Purchase  of  lot  for  Station-house  of  the  Seventeenth 
Ward,  in  1852. 

8.  The  sale  of  the  Fort  Gansevoort  property,  in  1852. 

9.  Sewer  in  Pearl  street. 

10.  Lease   of  lot  at  Jeflferson   market,   to   James   L. 
Worth,  for  twenty-one  years. 

11.  Charges  against  Joscpli  Keen,  Warden  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary, at  l>lack well's  Island. 

12.  Lease  of  piers  at  foot  of  Jay  street,  Cedar  street, 
and  water  grant  at  the  corner  of  Bank  and  West  streets. 

13.  Contract  of  Russ  &,  Reid,  to  pave  the  Bowery,  <fec.  . 
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14.  Furnishing  supplies  to  Departments, 

15.  In  relation  to  police  appointments,  &c. 

16.  Contract  with  Wm.  B.  Reynolds  for  the  removal  of 
dead  animals,  oJBfal,  &c. 

17.  Opinion  and  decision  of  the  Recorder  in  the  case  of 
James  B.  Taylor,  who  refused  to  testify,  on  the  ground 
that  answering  would  tend  to  criminate  himself. 

The  testimony  in  the  case  of  the  contract  of  William  B. 
Reynolds,  and  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  lands  of 
Abram  R.  Lawrence,  on  Ward's  Island,  has  already  been 
communicated  to  the  Common  Council,  and  the  printed 
pages  of  those  commujiications  are  embodied  in  the  testi- 
mony now  presented. 

A.  C.  FLAGG, 

Comptroller. 


Office  of  the  District  Attorney  ) 
of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York,  > 
March  16th,  1853. ) 
Hon.  F.  R.  Tillou, 

Recorder. 

Dear  Sir — The  Grand  Jury  for  the  February  Term  of 
the  Court  of  General  Sessions,  in  their  presentment  at  the 
close  of  the  term,  presented  various  grave  charges  of  al- 
leged official  corruption  and  malversation  on  the  part  of 
various  public  officers  in  this  city;  the  full  and  final  inves- 
tigation into  which,  they  state,  they  were  prevented  from 
accomplishing  by  various  enumerated  causes. 

By  request,  made  in  open  court,  and  instructions  to  my- 
self, they  desired  this  investigation  to  be  continued  before 
you. 
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Herewith  1  furnisli  a  copy  of  tlic  minutes  of  testimony 
taken  before  the  Grand  Jury,  and  certain  communications 
tendinf^  to  show  that  various  criminal  offences  have  been 
committed;  and  in  accordance  with  the  retiuest  of  the 
Grand  Jury,  and  my  own  oflicial  duty,  I  ask  that  you  Avill 
appoint  a  time  and  place  for  investigation  and  examination 
into  tlie  matters  charged.  I  refer  you  to  2  R.  S.  p.  786, 
sections  1,  2  and  3,  for  your  government  in  the  premises. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  BOWDITCH  BLUNT. 

District  Attorney. 


I,  Henry  Yandcrvoort,  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace,  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  do  certify  tluit  the  annexed  is  a  copy  of  a  pre- 
sentment of  the  Grand  Jury,  now  on  file  in  my  office,  and 
that  the  same  has  been  compared  liy  me  with  the  original, 
and  is  a  correct  transcrijjt  therefrom,  and  of  the  whole  of 
such  original. 

(l.  s.)  Given  under  my  hand,  and  attested  by  the  seal  of 
the  said  court,  this  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three. 

II.   VANDERVOORT. 

2  volume  R.  S.,  see.  72,  p.  .']24. 

PRKSENTMENT. 

The  Grand  Jury,  in  closing  their  deliberations  for  (he 
February  Term  of  the  Court  of  General  Sessions,  respect- 
fully present  to  the  court  the  result  of  their  labors.     In 
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the  charge  of  the  Recorder,  at  the  comnicnccincnt  of  the 
erm,  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Jury  was  called  to  various 
public  allegations  of  fraud  and  corruption  and  malfeasance 
on  the  partof  public  officers  connected  with  the  city  govern- 
ment, and  this  body  was  officially  charged  with  the  duty  of 
investigating  the  subject.  Having  disposed  of  the  ca^es  of 
persons  under  confinement  charged  with  crimes,  the  Grand 
Jury,  at  the  oarliest  possible  moment,  proceeded  to  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duty  devolved  upon  them. 

From  that  time  they  have  been  daily  engaged  in  the  in- 
vestigation and,  while  they  regret  that  the  termination  of 
the  term  of  the  court  prevents  a  fuller  consummation  of 
their  labors,  they  trust  that  their  exertions,  as  presented 
in  this  report,  have  not  been  without  beneficial  results- 
Many  witn'QSses  have  been  summoned,  some  of  w  hom  hav- 
ing been  regularly  and  porSonally  subpoened  have  neglect- 
ed to  obey  the  process  of  the  court,  and  from  the  testimo- 
ny had  before  the  jury,  independent  of  that  withheld  by 
the  voluntary  absence  of  the  witnesses  referred  to,  the 
moral  conviction  has  been  irresistibly  forced  upon  the 
minds  of  the  Grand  Jury  that  gross  and  stupendous  frauds 
and  useless  violations  of  their  official  duties  have  been  per- 
petrated on  the  part  of  various  members  ot  the  heads  of 
departments  and  the  Common  Council,  and  ind'ictment  for 
which,  against  individual  members  has,  they  have^reason  to 
believe,  been  prevented  by  their  wilful  disobedience  of  the 
process  of  the  court  on  the  part  of  these  absent  witnesses. 

Other  witnesses  who  have  been  examined  have  refused 
to  answer;  and  the  want  of  the  necessary  power  to  enforce 
the  proper  answers  has  been  fully  felt,  and  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent has  succeeded   in  preventing  final  action  in  certain 
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cases.  Enough,  however,  has  been  elicited  from  the  lips, 
mainly  of  unwilling  witnesses,  to  warrant  the  conclusions 
herein  embodied,  and  to  sustain  the  facts  here  prci^ented. 
It  is  a  painful  and  mortifying  reflection  that  the  Grand  In- 
quest of  the  city  and  county  are  compelled,  by  regard  to 
their  sworn  ofiicial  obligation?,  and  the  duties  which  they 
owe  to  their  fellow-citizens,  to  present,  before  the  commu" 
nity,  the  state  of  facts  effecting  the  moral  and  ofiicial  integ- 
rity of  higli  jtublic  functionaries,  and  of  startling  enor* 
mity;  they  have,  however,  no  alternative.  The  evidence 
warrants  it;  duty  enjoins  it,  and  the  law  commands  it. 
The  investigations  of  the  Grand  Jury  were  mainly  direct- 
ed to  classes  of  alleged  malversations  in  ofiicc. 

First,  The  grant  of  public  property,  real  and  personal, 
to  different  parties,  for  alleged  inadequate  and  improper 
considerations. 

Second,  Charges  of  direct  liribery  and  corruption  on 
the  part  of  the  public  ofliccrs. 

Third,  Alleged  violations  of  the  10th  and  25th  sections 
of  the  City  Charter. 

Fourth,  Improper  and  corrupt  legislati(jn  in  regard  to 
certain  railroad  grants. 

Lastly ,^eneral  and  improvident  waste  and  expenditure 
of  public  money. 

Under  the  first  head  various  witnesses  were  called  and 
examined,  the  result  of  whose  testimony  was,  that  in  the 
month  of  December  last,  a  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  directing  them  to  fix 
a  price  for  certain   property,  known  as  the  Gansevoort 
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street  property;  that,  after  various  motions  for  publica- 
tion of  the  property  sale,  and  for  determining  an  adequate 
price  by  public  competition,  had  been  put  and  lost,  the 
property  was  finally  determined  to  be  sold  to  Reuben  Love- 
joy,  for  the  sum  of  $160,000 — $40,000  to  be  paid  in  cash 
and  the  balance  to  be  secured  by  a  mortgage  on  the  pro- 
perty; that  Mr.  Lovejoy's  proposition  was  accompanied 
by  a  written  communication  from  Mr.  Simeon  Draper,  to 
the  effect  that,  if  the  grant  was  confirmed  to  Mr.  Lovejoj^, 
he  would  take  the  deed,  pay  the  amount  necessary,  and  ex- 
ecute the  mortgage. 

It  further  appeared,  that  on  the  2Tth  of  December,  the 
deed,  with  a  counterpart,  was  duly  executed,  to  and  by 
Mr.  Draper,  the  latter  of  which  is  on  record  in  the  Comp- 
troller's office,  duly  acknowledged  on  the  25th  December; 
that  a  mortgage  was  al?o  executed  by  Mr.  Draper,  which 
is  on  record  in  the  Register's  office,  and,  so  far,  the  tran- 
saction, independent  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Draper  was  one 
ol  the  governors  of  the  Alms-house,  and  by  implication 
embraced  within  the  nineteenth  section  of  the  city  charter, 
Wiis  closed.  It  however,  further  appeared,  that  another 
deed,  of  the  same  property,  bearing  date  the  27th  of  De- 
cember, and  acknowledged  on  the  30th  of  December,  was 
executed  by  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  the  latter  of  which  is 
on  record  in  the  Comptroller's  office;  and  against  the  deed, 
executed  by  Mr.  Draper,  was  written  on  the  margin,  can- 
celed, December,  1852. 

The  cancellation  was  proved  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  a  former 
clerk  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  to  be  in  his  hand-writing, 
and  to  have  been  done  by  direction  of  the  former  Corpo. 
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ration  Counsel,  Henry  E.  Davie?.  There  was  no  evidence 
to  show  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  tu  tliis  chani^c  and  cancellation,  and  no  memorandum 
on  the  minutes  of  such  proceeding.  There  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  any  mortgage  on  record  from  Mr.  \'arnuni,  and 
the  only  apparent  security  to  the  city  would  seem  to  be 
the  mortgage  from  Mr.  Draper,  while  the  conveyance  to 
himself  is  canceled,  and  he  has  executed  a  quit-claim  deed 
to  Mr.  Vanium,  who  would  thus  seem  to  enjoy  a  complete 
title,  free  from  incumbrances.  Evidence  was  given,  tend- 
ing to  show  that  two  hundred  a^ul  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars  would  have  been  given  by  another  applicant,  and 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  by  an  applicant  who  de- 
sired tlie  same  ])ro])f'rty,  and  that  notice  to  that  effect  was 
given  previous  to  the  sale  to  the  Mayor  and  Comptroller. 

Without  intending  to  impute  any  improper  motives  to 
the  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  the 
Grand  Jury  are  authorized  to  say,  there  was  an  undue 
huste,  a  want  of  proper  publication,  and  an  apparent  want 
of  judgment  in  the  proceeding  and  sale,  deserving  of  dis- 
ai)probation,  and  that  the  cancellation  of  the  record  was  a 
wanton  assumption  of  power. 

li  was  further  jjroven,  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  the 
waicr  right  in  front  of  bulkhead,  in  or  near  the  foot  of 
Hammond  street,  that  ihc  adjacent  uplands  belonged  to 
Arthur  Quinn;  that  Mr.  Quinn,  as  the  party  entitled  to 
the  pre-emption  right,  was  desirous  of  jirocuring  the  grant; 
that  finding  difiicullies  in  the  way  he  applied  to  Alderman 
Sturtevant.  of  tlic  Third  Ward,  who  demanded  two  thou- 
sand dollars  for  that  purpose;  that  one  thousand  dollars 
was  ofi'ered,  whicli  wJis  refused,  upon  the  ground  that  he 
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(Alderman  Sturtevant)  would  have  to  divide,  and  there 
would  be  nothing  left  for  him:  and  that  finally  Mr.  Quinn 
was  obliged  to  sell,  and  did  sell  his  interest  in  the  upland 
to  a  third  party. 

It  was  further  shown  before  the  Grand  Jury,  that  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  was  paid  by  Mr.  Thomas  P. 
Stanton  to  Alderman  James  M.  Bdrd,  of  the  Fourteenth 
"Ward,  for  and  toward  the  prevention  of  any  interference 
with  certain  existing  privileges  at  the  south  side  of  Wall 
street. 

It  was  further  proved,  that  in  the  year  1851,  Dr.  William 
Cockroft  made  application  for  the  Catharine  street  ferry, 
and  after  the  grant  had  passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  had  been  sent  to  the  Board  of  Assistants,  he  was  wait- 
ed upon  by  Assistant  Alderman  W.  Smith,  of  the  Eleventh 
Ward,  and  an  ex-Assistaiit  Alderman,  and  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars  was  paid  by  him  toward  the  furthering  of 
a  favorable  action  in  the  Board  of  Assistants,  upon  said 
grant;  and  that  after  the  passage  of  the  grant,  he  was 
called  on  by  Assistant  Alderman  W.  Smith  for  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  for  efi'ecting  the  passage  of  the  grant,  which 
Dr.  Cockroft  refused  to  pay. 

It  was  further  proved,  that  in  the  early  part  of  1852,  a 
resolution  was  ofi"ered  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  to  re- 
duce the  fees  of  coroners,  and  that  Alderman  W.  Smith 
agreed  to  suppress  the  resolution  for  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  to  be  paid  from  the  fund,  upon  the  receipt  of  the 
quarterly  accounts,  and  that  two  hundred  dollars  has  ac- 
tually been  paid,  in  pursuance  of  said  agreement. 

It  was  clearly  shown,  that  enormous  sums  of  money  had 
been  expended  for  and  toward  the  procurement  of  railroad 
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prants  in  the  city;  and  lliat  toward  the  recession  and  pro- 
curement of  the  Eighth  Avenue  Railroad  grant,  a  sum  so 
large  tiiat  would  startle  the  most  credulous;  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  voluntary  absence  of  important  witnesses, 
the  Grand  Jury  was  left  without  direct  testimony  of  the 
particular  recipients  of  the  different  amounts. 

It  is  in  evidence  before  us,  that  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  would  have  been  paid  by  one  of  the 
applicants  for  the  Ganscvoort  property,  who  notified  the 
Mayor  and  Comptroller,  previous  to  the  sale,  that  he  was 
an  applicant  fur  the  said  jjroperty,  and  desired  notice 
thereof. 

(In  relation  to  the  security  of  the  mortgage  by  Draper.) 

It  is  in  e\  idciice  bcfoi'e  us,  that  Arthur  Quinn  was  com- 
pelled to  sell  his  bulkhead  and  water  right  in  consequence 
of  requiring  two  tl;onsai:d  dollars  for  the  passage  of  the 
commutation  of  the  grant.  lie  was  offered  one  thousand 
dollars,  which  was  refused,  as  the  Alderman  would  have  to 
divide,  and  there  would  be  nothing  left  fur  him. 

In  the  spring  of  1862,  a  resolution  was  offered  in  the 
Common  Council  to  reduce  the  fees  of  the  Coroner.  Al- 
derman ^V.  Smitli  called  on  the  Coroner  and  agreed  to 
suppress  the  resolution  fur  the  sum  of  two  Imndred  and 
fifty  dollars,  to  be  paid  upon  receipt  of  his  quarterly  re- 
l)ort;  and  the  Coronor  has  jiaid  two  hundred  dollars  of 
said  amount.  To  get  a  report  on  the  Coroner's  bill  of  the 
30th  Soptombor,  Alderman  Smith  said  that  Alderman  Darr 
wanted  one  hundred  pounds  to  report  the  bill. 

Mr.  Thomas  P.  Stanton  testified  that  he  paid  live  hun- 
dred  dollars   to  Alderman  James  M.  Bard,  for  the  sup- 
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I 

pression  of  the  report  of  the  leasing  of  the  pier  south  side 

of  Wall  street,  in  the  year  1851. 

Dr.  William  Cockroft  testifies  that  he  made  application 
for  the  Catharine  street  ferry,  and  after  the  grant  had 
passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  had  been  sent  to  the 
Assistants  for  concurrence,  he  was  called  upon  by  Assistant 
Alderman  W,  Smith,  accompanied  by  ex-Assistant  Alder- 
man Chas.  Francis,  who  stated  to  him  that  he  could  not 
get  a  favorable  report  from  the  Board  of  Assistants  with- 
out paying  five  hundred  dollars,  which  he  paid.  After 
the  passage  of  the  grant,  he  was  called  upon  by  Assistant 
Alderman  Smith,  who  demanded  three  thousand  dollars, 
less  the  discount,  for  effecting  the  grant,  which  he  refused 
to  pay. 

From  the  testimony  already  before  us,  we  are  satisfied 
that  enormous  amounts  of  money  have  been  paid  for  ob- 
taining grants  for  various  railroads  in  the  city.  But  in 
consequence  of  important  witnesses  absenting  themselves 
from  the  city  and  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court, 
we  have  been  unable  to  complete  the  investigation. 

Mr.  George  C.  Byrne,  testified  that  he  leased  from  the 
Corporation  the  south  half  of  the  pier  foot  of  Jay  street. 
To  procure  that  lease,  he  said  that  he  had  promised  to  pay 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Assistants  money  to  procure 
such  grant.  He  refused  to  answer  to  whom.  It  is  in  evi- 
dence before  the  Giand  Inquest,  that  in  the  lease  of  part 
of  the  pier,  foot  of  Jay  street,  one  thousand  seven'hundred 
dollars  was  agreed  to  be  paid  to  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council.  The  individual  could  not  be  reached,  by  the 
refusal  of  witnesses  to  answer  the  questions  propounded. 
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I 
"Wc.  bavin?  examined,  by  Committee,  the  public  build- 
ings and  theatres,  find  some  of  them  rather  limited  in 
their  ingress  and  ef^ress.  The  proprietors  having  been 
notified,  have  promised  to  make  such  alterations  as  will 
obviate  the  diQiculty.  And  al-o  a  committee  to  look  into 
the  law  rcirulating  the  building  of  dwellings,  stores,  &c. 
We  find  it  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Fire 
Wardens  and  other  pul)lic  officers  to  the  present  mode  of 
building  tenant  houses.  There  are  in  many  ])arts  of  the 
city  tenant  houses  of  from  five  to  seven  stories  higii,  with 
only  two  and  a  half  to  three  feet  entrances,  with  only  one 
flight  of  stairs  running  up  in  the  middle  of  the  house,  with 
from  four  to  six  families  upon  each  floor;  and  if  fire 
should  take  place  on  the  lower  floor  of  the  house  the  in- 
mates of  the  upper  stories  must  be  subjected  to  great  loss 
of  life  and  personal  injury. 
Signed, 

IlEXRY  ERBEX,  Forcmmi. 


Theodore  Martini:.  ,  .'      .     • 

secretaries. 


JITINK.  I    ., 

George  II.  Peck,     j  ^' 


James  English,  Horatio  N.  Wild, 

Wm.  S.  Conely,  John  S.  Iladley, 

Joseph  Park,  Jr.,  M.  II.  Undcrhill, 

John  McLean,  John  Denham, 
J.  W.  Concklin,  Patrick  Garrick, 

W.  I).  Kennedy,  Daniel  llogencamp, 

John  M.  Griflith,  C.  B.  V.  Ostrauder, 
Preston  Hitchcock. 

(endorsed.) 

Now  York  General  Sessions— Presentment  of  Grand 
Jury  to  Court,  filed  February  2G,  1853— Henry  Erbcn, 
Foreman. 
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No.  1. 
BEFORE  THE  HON.  FRANCIS  R.  TILLOU, 

RECORDER  OF  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 


City  and  County  of  J\''eivYork,  ss: — James  Timpson,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  of  No.  183  Seventh  avenue,  being  first* 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  he  is  now,  and  upward 
of  two  years  last  past  has  been,  the  Auditor  in  the  office 
of  the  Comptroller  of  the  city  of  New  York,  that  the  an- 
nexed account  marked  exhibit  A,  now  shown  to  the  depo- 
nent, is  an  original  account  of  Isaac  Edwards,  against  the 
committee  of  the  funeral  obsequies  of  Henry  Clay,  amount- 
ing to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars, 
from  the  files  of  said  office;  and  the  receipt  of  payment 
thereof  on  the  said  exhibit  is  the  original  receipt;  that  the 
endorsement  of  approval  thereon,  signed  Wm.  H.  Cornell, 
and  the  several  other  persons,  who  have  signed  thereto  theic^ 
names,  was  made  thereon  and  signed  previous  to  the  pay- 
ment of  and  previous  to  the  presentation  of  the  said  account, 
that  the  several  signatures  endorsed  thereon  and  appended 
to  the  said  approval,  the  deponent  believes  to  be  genuine. 
That  on  or  about  the  10th  day  of  July  1852,  deponent,  by 
order  of  Joseph  R.  Taylor,  then  the  Comptroller  of  said  city, 
filled  up  and  prepared  for  signature  the  annexed  warrant 
on  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  New  York,  marked  ex- 
hibit B,  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
dollars  and  delivered  the  same  to  the  said  Jos.  R.  Taylor, 
that  the  said  warrant  was  so  made  and  delivered  to  said 
Comptroller,  to  pay  the  said  account;  and  the  said  warrant 
has  since  been  paid;  that  the  endorsement  "  Isaac  Edwards, 
pr  Jos.  R.  Taylor,"  on  said  warrant  is  in  the  proper  hand- 
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writing  of  saifl  Joseph  R.  Taylor,  with  wliich  tliis  depo- 
nent is  well  acquainted;  that  the  said  warrant,  marked  cx- 
liibit  B,  was  originally  filled  up,  payable  to  Isaac  Edwards 
or  order,  that  on  the  day  the  same  was  delivered  by  depo- 
nent to  said  Taylor,  he,  said  Taylor,  requested  deponent  to 
insert  after  the  name  of  Edwards,  in  the  body  of  said  war- 
rant, "  pr  J.  R.  Taylor,*'  so  as  to  make  the  same  payable 
to  his  order,  allcdging  as  a  reason  that  he  had  advanced 
money  to  the  Committee,  and  was  desirous  of  receiving 
this, 

JAMES  TIMPSON. 

Sworn  before  me  this  18th  ) 
day  of  March,  18oo.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 

EXIIiniT    A. 

Ni:w  Y(3HK,  July  7,  1852. 

The  Committee  of  the  Funeral 
Obsequies  of  Ilcniy  Chiy, 

To  Isaac  Edwards,  Dr. 

$       c. 
To  400  rounds  C-pound  cartridges  at  3s 150  00 

"  500  primers at  3cts 15  00 

To  services  of  three  men  to  and  from 

Albany,  two  days  ami  nights,  each  at 

$5  pr.  d:iy  and  iiiglit 30  00 

Cartage 10  00 

To  services  rendered  by  Isaac  Edwards 20  00 

$225l)b 


Rec'4  payment 

Isaac  Edwards. 
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Endorsed. 

"  Bill  of  I.  Edwards  for  firing  and  furnishing  ammuni- 
tion for  Clay  funeral,  $225  00. 

Approved: — Wm.  H.  Cornell,  Isaac  0.  Barker,  Jona. 
Trotter,  J.  H.  Valentine,  John  J.  Tait,  Thos.  Woodward, 
James  M.  Bard,  Wm.  J.  Brisley,  Wesley  Smith.  3185. 
Isaac  Edwards.      225  contingencies." 

EXHIBIT  B. 

I  A.  New  York,  July  10,  1852,  No.  3185 $225. 

p  To  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  New  York  at  the 
•§  Mechanics'  Bank. 

I  Pay  Isaac  Edwards  pr.  J.  R.  Taylor,  or  or- 

^2  der,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  for 

GO  ammunition. 

^  A.  C.  KijS'GSLAND,»¥a7/or. 

S  D.  T.  Valentine,  Clerk. 
'^  Jos.  R.  Taylok,  Comptroller. 

Endorsed, 

"  Isaac  Edwards  pr.  Jos.  R.  Taylor." 


No.  2. 


City  and  County  of  JVeivlYork,  ss: — Elbert  Birdsall,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  of  Sixty-fifth  street,  near  the  Fifth 
avenue,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  that  he  is  fore- 
man of  the  New  York  State  Arsenal,  that  on  Sunday  of  the 
afternoon  of  the  fourth  of  July  last,  he  was  called  upon  by  a 
3 
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person  whom  he  has  since  ascertained  to  be  Isaac  Edwards, 
who  is  now  said  to  be  at  the  head  of  the  Bureau  for  the  Col- 
lection of  Assessments  of  the  Street  Department;  that  the 
said  person  informed  him  that  he  wanted  to  get  a  six- 
pounder  cannon,  two  hundred  rounds  of  cartridges,  and 
men  to  serve  the  gun  for  the  funeral  obsequies  of  Henry 
Clay;  that  ho  called  by  order  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Corporation,  and  mentioned  the  names  of  such  rommittee; 
although  the  said  Isaac  Edwards  did  not  particular- 
ly state  that  he  was  one  of  the  Aldermen,  yet  deponent, 
from  his  conversation,  drew  the  inference  he  was  one  of 
the  Aldermen,  and  was  one  of  the  said  Committee;  depo- 
nent then  told  him  that  General  Lee,  the  Commissary 
General,  was  at  church,  but  (hat  if  he  would  call  at  live 
o'clock,  he  would  then  get  a  definite  answer,  whether  he 
could  be  furnished  with  a  cannon  and  the  cartridges  as  re- 
quested by  him;  he  called  in  the  afternoon  at  five  o'clock, 
and  the  arrangement  was  then  made  that  the  cannon  and 
the  ammunition,  and  the  men  to  work  the  gun,  should  be 
in  the  Park  the  following  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  where 
Mr.  Edwards  said  he  would  meet  them.  That  the  next 
morning  the  deponent  went  down  with  the  cannon  and 
ammunition,  and  two  men  with  deponent,  to  work  the 
gun;  that  not  finding  the  person  who  had  called  upon  him, 
be  inquired  in  the  City  Hall  for  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, and  there  saw  Alderman  Cornell,  whom  he  inform- 
ed of  his  business.  Alderman  Cornell  then  asked  where 
Ike  was,  and  sent  a  person  out  with  deponent  to  look  for 
Ike.  When  Ike  was  found,  deponent  recognized  him  as 
the  same  person  who  had  called  on  him  the  day  jireviously 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  cannon  and  ammunition. 
By  his  direction,  and  with  him,  we  carried  the  gun  and 
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ammunition  on  board  the  steamboat  Santa  Claus,  and  pro- 
ceeded in  said  boat  with  the  Committee  of  Arrangements 
and  others  to  Albany.  We  arrived  at  Albany  that  night 
about  11  o'clock,  and  left  about  1  o'clock  the  next  day, 
arrived  in  the  city  of  New  York  about  one  o'clock  on 
Wednesday  morning.  On  the  trip  down  from  Albany  de- 
ponent went  to  Alderman  Cornell,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements,  and  asked  him  to  whom  the 
bill  for  the  ammunition  and  service  of  the  gun  was  to  be 
made  out,  and  by  whom  it  was  to  be  paid.  Alderman 
Cornell  immediately  called  for  Ike,  and  conferred  with  him 
for  a  few  moments;  what  passed  between  them  deponent  did 
not  hear,  and  then  Alderman  Cornell  directed  him  to 
make  out  the  bill  against  Isaac  Edwards,  who  would  nay  it; 
Edwards  then  directed  this  deponent  to  bring  the  bill  to 
his  house  in  Houston  street  at  any  time  it  wou'd  be  con- 
venient, and  he  would  pay  it;  deponent  made  out  two 
bills— one  for  the  Commissary  General,  and  the  other  as 
due  to  himself  and  the  other  men  who  worked  the  gun, 
and  also  cartage  from  the  arsenal  and  back;  deponent,  on 
the  Friday  morning  following,  as  deponent  believes,  pre- 
sented the  said  bills  to  Edwards,  who  took  the  said  bills 
and  requested  him  to  call  on  the  following  Sunday  or  Mon- 
day, and  the  money  would  be  ready  for  him.  On  Sunday 
this  deponent  called  at  the  house  of  said  Edwards,  but 
Edwards  was  not  in,  but  a  -woman  whom,  at  the  time,  he 
supposed  to  be  the  wife  of  Edwards,  told  him  the  money 
was  ready  for  him,  and  she  would  pay  him,  v\hich  she  did, 
in  various  sorts  of  uncurrent  money;  there  may  have  been 
some  current  money.  The  bills  made  out  by  deponent 
and  presented  to  said  Edwards,  and  paid  as  aforesaid, 
were  as  follows: 
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"  New  York,  July  8,  1852. 
Mr.  Isaac  Edwards, 

To  Daniel  Lee,  T>r. 

To  200  rounds  6  pd'r  cartridges,  at  3^ $75  00 

250  primers,  at  3  ccnis 7  50 

$82  50 
Received  payment  for  him, 

E.  BiRDSALL." 

"  New  York,  July,  8,  1852. 
Mr.  Isaac  Edwards, 

To  E.  BiRDSALL,  Br. 

To  service  at  gun,  going  from  New  York  to 
Albany  and  back  for  self,  Geo.  Mawbey 
and  "Wallace  Birdsall,  2  days  and  night.-, 
at  $4  per  day  and  night oiii  uO 

Cartage  from  arsenal  and  back G  00 

$30  00 
Received  payment, 

E.    BinDSALL." 

The  said  two  bills  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  one 
hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  which  was  the 
whole  amount  paid  to  deponent  by  the  said  Edwards  as 
aforesaid,  and  deponent  has  not  received  on  account  of  said 
bills  any  other  sum  or  suras  of  money  from  the  said  Ed- 
wards, or  any  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever. 
Deponent  slates  that  he  is  not  ])0silivc  as  to  the  date  of 
the  above  bills,  l)ut  he  knows  that  the  bills  were  made  out 
during  the  week  of  his  return  from  Albany.  And  this 
deponent  further  says,  that  no  other  cartridges  or  primers 
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were  used  on  board  that  boat  during  her  said  trip  to  Alba- 
ny and  back,  except  the  cartridges  and  primers  furnished 
by  this  deponent  and  charged  in  said  bills. 

E.  BIRDSALL. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  18th  ) 
day  of  March,  1853.         S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  3. 
City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — Chaeles  J.  Dough- 
erty of  said  city,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: 
that  he  is  Assistant  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and 
resides  No.  261,  William  street  in  this  city,  was  clerk  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  of  the  funeral  obsequies  of 
Henry  Clay.  Alderman  Cornell  was  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee; deponent  kept  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee  at  the  City  Hall,  deponent  went  to  Jersey  City, 
and  returned  with  the  committee  to  the  city,  and  afterward 
accompanied  the  committee  to  Albany  and  back;  deponent 
kept  no  minutes  of  their  proceedings  after  they  left  New 
York;  deponent  went  up  to  Albany  and  back  as  a  guest; 
deponent  made  no  purchases  on  account  of  the  committee 
for  those  obsequies,  and  did  not  expend  any  money  for  or 
on  account  of  those  obsequies,  either  in  New  York, 
Albany,  Philadelphia,  or  elsewhere;  deponent  received 
fifty  dollars  for  his  services,  as  clerk  of  the  committee, 
from  Joseph  R.  Taylor,  the  Comptroller,  by  the  Comp- 
troller's warrant  drawn  in  his  favor,  and  endorsed  by  de- 
ponent, aod  drew  the  money  from  the  bank;  deponent 
never  received  any  money  from  the  chairman  or  any 
member  of  the  said  committee  in  relation  to  said  funeral 
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obsequies;  deponent  made  out  a  bill  for  his  services  to 
said  committee,  the  bill  was  made  out  in  blank  for  them 
to  fill  up,  and  it  was  handed  back  to  deponent  filled  up 
for  fifty  dollars,  approved  by  the  committee,  and  which 
deponent  took  to  the  Comptroller,  who  filled  out  his  war- 
rant for  the  amount:  that  was  all  the  money  which  de- 
ponent ever  received  either  for  his  services  or  for  any  dis- 
bursement made  by  him  or  for  any  other  matter  connected 
with  said  obsequies;  deponent  has  no  recollection  of  ever 
having  made  out  any  other  bill  than  the  one  referred  to 
for  expenditures  for  said  obsequies;  deponent  did  not  sign 
any  receipt  for  the  bill  for  fifty  dollars;  deponent  has  no 
recollection  of  signing  any  receipt  for  any  expenditures 
for  tliat  matter,  as  it  was  not  usual  to  do  so  or  required; 
that  fifty  dollars  is  all  deponent  ever  received  from  the 
Common  Council,  since  he  has  been  in  office,  except  his 
regular  salary,  there  is  no  other  Charles  J.  Dougherty  in 
this  city,  that  he  knows  of. 

Question.  Look  at  the  signature  to  the  paper  marked 
"A.  W.,  March  18,  1853,"  and  say  whether  that  is  in  your 
hand-writing? 

Answer.  The  signature  is  in  my  hand-writing. 

Q.  Look  at  the  body  of  the  paper  and  say  in  whose 
hand  writing  that  is? 

J?.  I  cannot  say  whose  hand-writing  it  is,  I  now  re- 
member this  bill  was  made  out  in  my  name,  because  the 
committee  could  not  make  it  out  in  their  own;  I  do  not 
remember  at  whose  request  I  nceiptcd  the  bill;  I  did  not 
di-burse  any  of  the  moneys  stated  in  this  biilf  the  Comp- 
troller never  paid  tne  a  cent  of  the  money  disbursed  in 
this  bill;  I  never  did  authorize  the  Comptroller  to  draw 
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any  warrant  in  my  favor  for  said  bill,  except  so  far  as 
said  authority  may  be  drawn  from  the  face  of  the  bill,  and 
I  never  had  any  conversation  with  the  Comptroller  on 
the  subject;  I  was  present  at  meetings  of  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  when  the  accounts  were  the  subject  of 
examination.  As  to  this  bill  I  have  no  knowledge  how 
or  when  it  was  made  up,  "or  of  the  items  of  which  it  is 
composed;  the  committee  had  no  other  clerk  than  myself; 
deponent  looks  at  the  back  of  the  said  bill,  and  says  he 
believes  the  signatures  on  the  back  are  in  the  proper 
hand  writing  of  the  respective  Aldermen  and  Assistants 
whose  names  appear  thereon;  deponent  thinks  he  obtained 
a  regular  warrant  from  the  Comptroller  for  the  bill  of 
fifty  dollars  for  his  services. 

C.  J.  DOUGHERTY. 
Sworn   before   me,   this  ) 
18th  day  of  March,  18.53.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU.  Recorder. 


No.  4. 

City  and  County  of  Kevo  York,  55;— David  T.  Valen- 
tine, of  said  city  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn,  de- 
poses and  says,  that  he  is  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  is  acquainted  with  the  hand- 
writing of  Alderman  William  H.  Cornell,  also  of  Alder- 
men Bard,  Brisley  and  Smith.  Upon  looking  at  exhibit 
A,  attached  to  the  deposition  of  James  Timpson,  deponent 
saith  that  he  verily  believes  the  word  "  Approved,"  and 
the  signature  "Wm.  H.  Cornell"  on  the  back  of  said  ex- 
hibit to  be  in  the  proper  hand-writing  of  said  Alderman 
Cornell;  that  the  signatures  of  Aldermen  Bard,  Brisley, 
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and  Smith,  also  endorsed  on  said  exhibit  under  the  sig 

nature   of  Aldermen  Cornell,  are   in   the  proper   hand- 

•vvritintr  of  the  said  respective  Aldermen:  that  he  has  not 

sufticient  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  hand-writing  of 

the  other  Aldermen  whose  names  are  endorsed  on  said 

exhibit  to  enable  him  to  say  whether  ihey  were  sicrned  by 

them  or  not. 

D.  T.  A'ALENTINE. 

Sworn  before  me,  ihis    [ 
18th  day  of  March  1«53.  j 

F.  II.  Tjllou,  Recorder. 


No.  5. 
City  and  County  of  JS'eio  York,  5^;— William  T.  Child, 
of  said  city,  being  duly  sworn  deposes  and  says:  That  he 
resides  at  No.  31  Park  row,  is  one  of  the  firm  of  Child  & 
WemmcU,  tailors.  We  did,  in  the  month  of  July  1852, 
furnish  for  the  Committee  of  the  Common  Council  for  the 
funeral  obsequies  of  Henry  Clay,  thinks  by  direction  of 
Richard  Scott,  who  acted  for  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, and  for  Mr.  Hall,  the  Grand  Marshal. 

Our  bill  was  about  nine  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars. 
Upon  reflection,  the  direction  was  given  by  Alderman 
Cornell,  and  not  by  Mr.  Scott,  who  was  not  clerk  at  that 
time;  does  not  know  what  became  of  the  property  charged 
in  the  bill  after  tiie  ceremonies  were  over.  At  the  time 
Alderman  Cornell  gave  the  order  he  suggested  to  depo- 
nent, tiiat  he  should  employ  Alderman  Francis  to  furnish 
the  horse  equipments:  our  firm  also  furnished,  for  the 
Kossuth  reception,  and  tiic  Webster  funeral,  and  the  two 
itema  rendered  in  the  bill  of  July  20,  1852,  of  thirty-seven 
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black  saddle  cloths,  and  the  use  of  thirty-seven  saddles, 
bridles  and  martingales,  constitute  all  the  items  connected 
■with  horse  equipments,  charged  in  that  bill.  Alderman 
Francis  furnished  the  equipments,  whatever  they  were. 
Alderman  Francis  rendered  our  firm  a  bill  for  the  two 
items  above  referred  to,  to  which  we  added  our  profit 
which  deponent  thinks  was  five  or  ten  per  cent;  thinks  he 
did  not  pay  Alderman  Francis  until  after  he  received  the 
Comptroller's  warrant;  does  not  remember  the  amount 
which  he  paid  to  Alderman  Francis,  but  thinks  it  was  the 
sum  of  four  hundred  and  seven  dollars,  less  the  profits 
above  referred  to;  what  became  of  the  saddle  cloths  de- 
ponent does  not  know;  but  the  one  he  used  himself  was  re- 
turned to  Alderman  Francis.  No  other  person  connected 
with  the  Common  Council  received  any  other  portion  of 
the  bill.  Bill  of  date,  22d  November  1852,  amounting  to 
eight  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents, 
being  shown  to  witness,  he  says,  it  is  a  bill  of  their  firm 
against  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  for  the  funeral  ob- 
sequies of  Daniel  Webster.  Colonel  Stevens,  who  was  ap- 
pointed Grand  Marshal,  employed  deponent's  firm  to  fur- 
nish the  articles  contained  in  said  bill;  and  Mr.  Chambers, 
acting  for  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  also  did.  The 
last  four  items  were  furnished  by  deponent  to  the  Common 
Council,  the  articles  were  procured  from  Alderman  Fran- 
cis; does  not  know  what  became  of  the  saddle  cloths  after 
they  were  used,  except  the  one  deponent  used  himself,  on 
that  occasion,  which  was  directed  to  be  returned  by  de- 
ponent to  Alderman  Francis.  Alderman  Francis'  bill  for 
the  four  items  spoken  of,  was  furnished  to  deponent,  for  the 
amount  charged  in  said  bill,  less  the  profit  of  about  ten  per 
4 
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cent.  Those  four  items,  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  three 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  Nothing 
was  said  on  this  occasion  where  deponent  was  to  procure 
the  articles  furnished  by  Alderman  Francis.  They  were 
procured  from  him  because  he  had  furnished  similar  arti- 
cles before;  that  was  all  that  was  paid  to  any  member  of 
the  Common  Council  out  of  this  bill.  The  Grand  Mar- 
shal gave  the  orders  for  the  number  of  horses  to  be  equip- 
ped on  this  occasion. 

W.  T.  CHILD. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  19th  ) 
day  of  March,  18o3.  ^ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  6. 

City  and  County  ofJVew  York,  ss: — GeorgeT.  Rodman, 
of  said  city,  being  duly  sworn,  says:  that  he  resides  at  No. 
412  Greenwich  street,  is  a  macliinist;  deponent's  brother, 
John  F.  Rodman,  chartered  the  steamboat  Santa  Claus  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Common  Council;  was  not  prcscni  at  the 
time.  Capt.  George  Olney  was  the  master  of  the  boat ;  Mr. 
Ezra  Fitch  is  the  reputed  owner  of  the  boat,  and  keeps  his 
oflBce  in  West  street,  near  Murray;  does  not  know  the  num- 
ber; does  not  know  the  price  ut  which  the  boat  was  charter- 
ed; believes  a  bill  was  made  out;  did  not  make  it  out  himself; 
bill  now  shown  to  witness,  dated  July  IS,  lb;V2.  hereto  an- 
nexed, marked  exhibit  A,  is  not  in  iiis  hand-writing:  the 
signature  at  the  bottom  is  like  his  hand-writing,  but  does 
not  believe  it  is;  the  bill  is  not  in  the  handwritingof  his 
clerk,  but  thinks  it  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  his  brother, 
John  F.  Rodman;  deponent  cannot  say  whether  he  ever 
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received  the  money  mentioned  in  the  bill;  no  member  of 
the  Common  Council  ever  paid  him  any  portion  of  it; 
Joseph  R.  Taylor  never  paid  him  the  whole  or  any  part 
of  that  bill,  and  does  not  know  Joseph  R,  Taylor;  neither 
deponent's  brother  o*r  the  captain  ever  told  deponent  the 
amount  of  the  charter  of  the  trip  stated  in  the  bill;  depo- 
nent neither  owned  or  had  any  interest  in  the  steamer 
Santa  Glaus  at  that  time;  deponent's  brother  had  the 
agency  of  that  boat,  and  we  had  her  running  at  Coney 
Island;  don't  know  whether  she  was  running  at  that  time 
or  not. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  19th  ) 
day  of  March,  1853.  S 

The  witness,  being  asked  to  sign  his  deposition,  under 
the  advice  of  his  counsel,  Mr.  Willard,  he  declines  to  sign 
it,  to  save  his  legal  rights 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 

EXHIBIT  A. 

"  New  Yoke,  July  8,  1852. 
Committee  Com'n  Council, 

\         To  Geo.  T.  Rodman,  Dr. 

To  charter  of  steamboat  Santa  Claus  to  Albany, 
as  per  agreement,  for  24  hours,  commencing 
July  5,  at  8  o'clock $750  00 

To  17  hours  extra  detention,  $20 340  00 


$1,090  00 

Received  payment, 

Geo.  T.  Rodman. 
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{Endorsed^ 

"3183.     Goo.  T.Rodman.         1000.     Contingrcncies. 

Approved. — W.  II.  Cornell,  Isaac  0.  Barker,  Jona.  Trot- 
ter, J.  II.  Valentine,  John  J.  Tait,  Thos.  Woodward,  Jas. 
M.  Bard,  Wm.  J.  Brinley,  Wesley  Smith." 


No.  7 


City  and  County  of  Mw  York,  w;— AZARIAH  C.  Flagg, 
beinj;:  duly  sworn,  doth  dcpos**  and  say,  that  he  is  Comp- 
troller of  the  city  of  New  York,  and,  as  such  Comptroller, 
has  in  his  custody,  care  and  control,  the  documents,  vouchers 
and  jfapcrs  relating  to  the  Financial  Department  of  the  said 
city;  that  from  the  said  documents,  and  from  information 
he  has  received  from  various  quarters,  which  information 
he  believes  to  lie  true,  frauds  to  a  very  large  amount  have 
been  committed  upon  the  public  treasury  of  the  said  city, 
which  frauds  he  believes  to  be  criminal  in  their  nature  and 
character:  that  among  them,  is  one  wherein  the  Corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  New  York,  as  deponent  verily  believes, 
has  been  defrauded  out  of  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  by  the  rendering  of  a  false 
and  fraudulcMit  account;  that  the  same  purports  to  have 
been  rendered  by  one  Isaac  Edwards,  and  the  warrant  for 
the  payment  of  said  account  was  made  payable  to  his 
order  per  Joseph  U.  Taylor,  and  appears  to  have  been  en- 
dorsed by  the  said  Taylor:  that  said  bill  was  rendered  for 
two  liundreil  and  twenty-live  dollars,  instead  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  which  was  the  true 
amount  that  should  have  been  charged  to  the  Corporation; 
that   the   money  appears  to   have  l»een  drawn  upon  said 
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■warrant  from  the  city  treasury  by  the  said  Joseph  R.  Tay- 
lor; deponent  saith  that  he  has  reason  to  believe,  and  does 
believe,  that  various  other  frauds  of  a  criminal  character 
have  been  perpetrated  upon  the  said  Corporation  in  the 
presentation  of  bills.  He  therefore  prays  that  the  same 
may  be  fully  investigated,  and  that  his  Honor  the  Recorder 
shall  proceed  to  examine  into  his  said  complaint,  and 
cause  to  come  before  him  the  proper  and  necessary  wit- 
nesses to  give  their  evidence  in  relation  thereto,  and  to 
issue  the  necessary  and  proper  process  against  the  party 
or  parties,  against  whom  legal  evidence  may  be  discovered, 
implicating  him  or  them,  in  any  such  offences. 

A.  C.  FLAGG. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  21st ) 
day  of  March,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  8. 


City  and  County  of  Mw  York,  55;— Charles  Arms,  of 
said  city,  "being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I 
was  book-keeper  of  the  Irving  House  at  the  time  of  the 
funeral  obsequies  of  Henry  Clay;  during  that  time  a  com- 
mittee from  Washington  and  Philadelphia  were  staying  at 
that  house;  they  were  said  to  have  accompanied  the  body. 
Bill  dated  July  5, 1852,  for  $2,161  75  now  shown.  This 
bill  is  in  my  hand-writing.  This  bill  was  made  up  from 
items  rendered  by  several  departments  of  the  house.  The 
committees  from  Washington  and  Philadelphia  consisted,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection,  of  about  thirty  persons,  my 
impression  is,  that  these  committees  arrived  here  on  Fri- 
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day  night  and  left  on  Monday  morning.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  committees  came  on  again  from  Washing- 
ton and  Philadelphia  to  attend  the  obsequies  in  this  city; 
the  persons  composing  these  committees  I  should  think 
consisted  of  about  thirty  or  forty;  they  came  the  evening 
before  the  ceremonies  and  left  the  morning  afterwards,  I 
believe.  George  Taylor,  who  kept  t  .e  books  for  the  board 
is  at  present  engaged  at  tlie  Irving  House.  Ordinary 
board  at  that  time  was  two  dollars  a  day  for  those  who 
dined  at  the  public  table;  somG  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Clay, 
some  six  or  seven  in  all,  were  at  the  Irving  House  on  the 
first  occasion,  and  whose  board  was  included  in  the  above 
bill;  the  charge  in  the  bill  for  the  New  York  City  Council, 
was  for  dinners  ordered  by  them  and  for  tlieir  guests  upon 
several  occasions  during  the  time  the  Washington  and  Phi- 
ladelphia committees  were  there;  I  do  not  remember  how 
many  occasions,  but  certainly  more  than  one,  my  impres- 
sion is,  that  on  one  of  these  occasions  dinner  was  ordered 
for  as  many  as  eighty  persons,  this  dinner  was  ordered  for 
them  exclusively,  and  not  at  the  public  table;  I  judge  from 
memorandums  furnished  me,that  champagne  and  other  wines 
and  cigars  were  used  on  the  occasion;  I  remember  in  the 
accounts  furnished,  which  formed  part  of  this  bill,  there 
were  charges  from  the  bar  for  liquors  and  cigars;  the  wines 
and  liquors  for  the  table  at  tlic  dinners  would  not  come 
from  the  bar  but  from  the  Sutler's  dejiartmcnt;  by  whom 
the  cigars  would  be  furnished  I  am  not  certain;  I  cannot 
state  with  precision  what  amount  of  items  of  this  bill  came 

from  the  bar. 

CUAS.  ARMS. 
Sworn  before  me  this  21st ) 
^       day  of  March,  1^53.        ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder, 
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No.  9. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,ss: — Daniel  D.  Howard, 
of  said  city,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: 
At  the  time  of  the  funeral  obsequies  of  Henry  Clay,  I  kept 
the  Irving  House  of  this  city;  bill  dated  July  5th,  1852,- 
for  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents,  being  shown  to  witiiess  he  says;  this  bill 
I  believe  to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  Charles  Arms,  then 
my  book-keeper;  the  indorsement  upon  the  warrant  of  the 
Comptroller  for  said  bill  and  numbered  5758,  is  in  the 
hand-writing  of  my  brother,  J.  P.  Howard;  my  brother 
does  not  now  reside  in  this  city,  and  is  either  in  Burlington, 
Yt.,  or  in  Boston;  during  the  time  of  the  said  obsequies 
I  was  absent  in  Europe  and  know  nothing  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  charges,  or  in  reference  to  the  said  bill;  Charles 
Arms  resides  in  this  city  at  Meechs',  corner  of  Church 
and  Chamber  streets;  ray  books  would  probably  show  the 
receipt  of  the  money  for  this  bill;  Mr.  Arms  would  know 
about  it;  my  books  are  packed  up  somewheres,  I  do  not 
know  where;  my  office  is  No.  20,  Lafarge  Buildings. 

DANL.  D.  HOWARD. 

Sworn  before  me  this  21st ) 
day  of  March,  IhSS.        [ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU.  Recorder. 


No.  10. 


City  and  County  of  JVeiv  Yurk,  ss: — Malonzo  J.  Drum- 
MOND,  of  said  city,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as 
follows:    I  reside  at  No.  331  Grand  street,  in  this  city,  my 
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"business  is  that  of  a  costumer,  rcfralia  maker  and  decorator 
in  general;  I  furnished  to  the  Committee  of  the  Common 
Council  decorations  and  materials  for  the  funeral  obsequies 
of  Henry  Clay,  upon  two  occasions,  and  decorated  the 
steamboat  ^Yhich  conveyed  the  body  to  Albany:  the  gross 
amount  of  my  bill  was  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  for- 
ty-seven dollars  and  thirty-two  cents.  Bills  dated  July  16, 
1852,  for  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars 
and  eighty-three  cents,  and  July  21, 1852,  for  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents,  being 
shown  to  witness;  he  says,  these  are  my  bills,  they  were 
made  out.  under  my  directions,  by  Mr.  Rober.t  Macoy,  who 
was  engaged  with  mc  doing  the  work:  I  don't  know  what 
became  of  the  materials  or  property  furnished  under  the 
bill  of  July  16,  after  the  ceremonies  were  over;  and  I  do 
not  know  what  became  of  the  property  or  materials  fur- 
nished under  the  bill  of  the  21st  July;  Mr.  Macoy  receiv- 
ed from  me^  out  of  these  bills,  about  one  hundred  dollars 
for  his  labor  and  assistance:  no  other  person  received  any 
of  the  money  and  I  never  paid  any  person  or  persons  any 
part  of  the  money  for  said  bills  for  procuring  them  to  be 

audited  or  for  any  other  purpose. 

M.  J.  DRUMMOND. 
Sworn  before  me  this  22d  ) 
day  of  March,  1853.       S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  11. 

CKy  and  Covnty  of  JVcw  York,ss: — Henry  Van  YelSOR, 

being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:    I  reside 

at  No.  32  Hudson  street,  in  this  city;    I  keep  a  porter 

house;    I  furnished   to   the   Corporation   of  the  city  of 
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New  York,  certain  articles  of  refreshments,  on  the  5th 
July;  it  was  on  the  occasion  of  taking  the  body  of  Henry 
Clay  to  Albany;  the  articles  furnished  were  champagne  and 
other  wines,  cigars,  liquors,  and  dinners,  suppers,  and 
breakfasts  and  refreshments,  on  the  passage  up  and  down? 
of  the  steamboat  Santa  Glaus.  I  have  not,  at  present,  any 
account  of  the  particulars  furnished;  I  think  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  from  eighteen  to  twenty-three  baskets  of  cham- 
pagne was  furnished;  I  had  a  partner  with  me,  Mr.  Case, 
who  took  charge  of  all  these  things,  and  1  do  not  know  the 
particulars;  I  don't  know  where  Mr.  Case  is,  he  was  at  that 
time  steward  of  the  Santa  Claus;  he  is,  I  think,  steward  of 
some  boat;  we  had  some  diflBculty,  and  for  some  months  we 
have  had  no  intercourse;  my  bill  amounted  to  something 
in  the  neighborhood  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  dollars; 
the  bill  we  first  presented  was  more  than  that;  Alderman 
Cornell  gave  us  all  the  orders;  we  presented  the  bill  to 
him,  and  he  paid  us  the  money;  he  paid  us  all  the  money  df 
the  bill  except  two  hundred  and  lifty  dollars,  which  we 
borrowed  of  him  in  Albany,  and  which  ho  deducted  out  of 
the  money;  the  whole  amount  of  the  bill  was  paid  to  us; 
I  never  received  any  money  for  that  bill  from  Joseph  R. 
Taylor;  I  never  authorized  any  warrant  to  pay  our  bill  to 
the  order  of  Joseph  R.  Taylor. 

Warrant  No.  3182,  under  date  of  July  10, 1852,  being 
shown  to  witness,  he  says,  I  never  saw  this  warrant  be- 
fore, and  did  not  know  there  was  such  a  paper  in  existence 
till  now;  the  money  for  the  bill  was  divided  equally  be- 
tween me  and  Mr.  Case;  the  night  before  the  boat  started 
I  asked  Alderman  Cornell  how  many  were  going,  in  order 
to  provide  for  them,  and  ho  said  about  two  hundred;  we 
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made   provision,  accordingly,  for   that   number;   on   the 
morning,  going  up,  we  discovered  that  tlicre  were  upwards 
of  five  hundred  on  board,  and   I  think  five  Imndred  and 
eighteen;  when  we  arrived  at  Newburgh,  where  the  boat 
stopped  to  take  in  coal,  as  I  think,  we  procured  moro  pro- 
visions; 1  don't  know  wlictherwe  had  a  bill  for  the>e  pro- 
visions or  not,  Mr.  Case  attended   to   it;  this  is  the  only 
place  where  we  procured  provisionj  on  the  way  up;  we 
procured   more   provisions   at   Albany;  I  purchased   the 
wines  that  were  bought  in  New  York;  there  were  wines 
and  liquors  on  board  of  the  boat  belonging  to  Case  and 
myself,  who  kept  the  bar,  which  were  used;  the  bar-keepers 
kept  an  account  of  what  was  procured  at  the  bar,  and  the 
account    was   kept  at  retail   prices;    the   wines  used  at 
table  was  charged  at  so  much  a  bottle;  the  champagne  at 
two  dollars;  we  made  out  our  bill  of  items,  except  for  din- 
ners, breakfast  and  tea,  and  of  those  we  had  the  numbers 
furnished,  and  we  left  that  in  blank,  to  be  filled  up  as  Al- 
derman Cornell  Should  say  Avas  right,  intending  to  leave 
that  to  him;  1  think  the  alderman  figured  it  up  and  put  it 
down  in  a  round  sum;  what  became  of  that  bill  I   do  not 
know;  we  did  not  receipt  that  bill,  but  receipted  another. 
Bill  under  date  June  6,  1852,  now  shown  witness,  he  says 
this  is  the  bill,  but  contains  a  mistake  as  to  the  month,  it 
should  be  July  instead  of  June.     The  whole  of  the  five 
hundred  and  eighteen  passengers  did  not  return   in   the 
boat,  from  two  hundred   to   three  hundred   returned,  as 
nearly  as  I  can  recollect.     We  furnished  the  table  for  the 
captain  and  all  hands,  both  going  and   returning;  there 
may  have  been  some  of  the  Ijoat's  provisions  used,  but  of 
no  great  amount;  the  cook  belonged  aboard  the  boat;  we 
supplied  assistants  to  him  and  waiters.     No  person  shared 
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■with  me  any  portion  of  this  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
eleven  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  the  amount  of  the  bill, 
except  Case;  the  balance  of  the  bill  was  paid  the  day  we 
presented  it,  by  Alderman  Cornell,  who  gave  us  a  check 
on  the  Butcher's  and  Drover's  Bank,  but  T  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  his  own  check  or  not;  the  bill  of  6th  June, 
I  think,  is  in  Case's  hand-writing.  Alderman  Cornell  yes- 
terday called  on  me,  and  told  me  if  I  was  subpoened,  they 
had  no  right  to  examine  me,  and  said  if  I  was  subpoened, 
to  call  on  Mr.  Willard,  and  he  would  give  me  some  ad- 
vice on  the  subject;  therefore,  when  I  was  subpoened,  I 
did  call  on  him,  and  he  said  he  would  come  over  with  me, 
and  advised  me  to  refuse  to  be  sworn;  I  did  not  employ 
Mr.  Willard  in  any  other  way  than  that;  this  was  the  only 
reason  why  I  yesterday  declined  to  give  any  evidence;  if 
I  had  known  as  much  as  I  do  now  I  would  not  have  de- 
clined. At  Albany  we  procured  some  seven  or  eight 
baskets  of  champagne,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect. 

HENRY  VAN  YELSOR. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  22d  day  of  March, 
1853,  and  examined  23d  March,  1853. 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  12. 


City  and  County  of  New  York,  ss : — William  Adams,  beino* 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  No.  168 
Church  street,  in  this  city;  I  was  formerly  Commissioner 
of  Repairs  and  Supplies.  Bill  of  George  Boyd,  under  date 
of  August  5,  1850,  for  $1,099  71,  being  shown  to  wit- 
ness, he  says,  the  three  last  items,  for  muslin  and  crape, 
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were  used,  tlicmnslin  for  trimming  the  platform  or  stage 
in  front  of  the  City  Hall,  and  the  crape  for  trimming  the 
banners  of  tlie  various  societies  and  the  military  corps  for 
the  funeral  obsequies  of  President  Taylor.  Of  the  muslin, 
that  which  was  not  stolen,  was  taken  to  my  office  and 
sold,  or  disposed  offer  the  benefit  of  the  city.  The  cloth 
which  was  used  on  that  occasion  was  used  for  co'.ering 
tables  and  desks  in  the  public  offices.  The  muslin  which 
was  used  on  the  funeral  of  Ilcn-y  Clay,  was  sold  to  Mr. 
Boyd.  Mr.  Black,  the  Superintendent,  received  the  money 
and  made  his  return  to  the  Comptroller.  Theblack  cloth 
which  was  used  on  the  same  occasion,  for  decorating  the 
president's  chair  and  clerk's  desk,  in  the  Aldermen's 
room,  was  given  away  by  Alderman  Tweed,  as  I  was  in- 
formed by  a  letter  from  him,  requcting  me  to  take  down 
the  muslin;  Alderman  Tweed  Avas  on  the  Committee. 
The  cloth  which  was  used  on  that  occasion  for  similar 
trimmings  in  the  room  of  the  Assistant  Aldermen,  was 
stolen,  as  I  was  informed  by  Mr.   Taylor,   the  keeper  of 

the  City  Uall. 

WM.  ADAMS. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  24th  } 
day  of  March,  1S53.  ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  13. 


Ciiij  and  Counfy  of  J^ew  York,  ss: — George  Olney  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  in 
the  city  of  Brooklyn,  No.  1  Debevoisc  street;  I  am  en- 
gaged in  the  Brooklyn  Gas  Works;  I  was  at  one  time 
captain  of  the  steamboat  Santa  Claus,  and  was  such  cap- 
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tain  at  the  time  the  remains  of  Henry  Clay  were  taken  to 
Albany,  on  board  of  said  boat.  John  F.  Rodman,  for- 
merly the  Assistant  Alderman,  made  the  contract  with  me 
on  behalf  of  his  brother,  as  I  understood  it,  for  the  char- 
ter of  said  steamboat,  for  that  occasion.  I  was  to  have 
five  hundred  dol  ars  for  the  trip,  up  and  down,  and  twenty 
dollars  per  hour  for  the  detention.  The  true  amount 
which  I  received  was  one  thousand  and  ninety  dollars, 
that  was  the  gross  amount  of  my  bill.  This  was  for  the 
boat  alone.  The  boat,  at  this  time,  was  under  charter  to  me 
and  another  person.  I  gave  a  commission  to  Geo.  T.  Rod- 
man for  procuring  the  charter  for  this  trip.  1  got  some 
money  of  Alderman  Cornell,  some  of  Geo.  T.  Rodman  antT 
some  of  John  F.  Rodman,  John  F.  Rodman,  gave  me^an 
order  on  Alderman  Cornell,  for  two  hundred  and  fifty 
•  dollars,  which  I  got  from  him,  and  how  Alderman  Cornell 
and  the  Rodmans  settled  their  accounts,  I  do  not  know; 
my  estimate  was,  that  there  were  from  seven  hundred  to 
eight  hundred  persons  on  board;  I  did  not  count  them, 
there  may  have  been  more  or  less.  I  hired  the  bar  to 
Case  &  Van  Velsor;  Case  paid  me  the  rent  of  it.  I  don't 
know  where  Case  is  now.  The  commissions  which  I  paid 
for  procuring  this  charter  did  not  exceed  fifty  dollars. 
The  amounts  were  paid  in  different  sums;  I  had  a  running 
account  with  George  T.  Rodman,  and  the  amounts  he  ad- 
vanced to  me,  from  time  to  time,  were  charged  to  me,  and 
he  had  bills  against  me  for  repairs. 


GEO.    OLNEY. 


Sworn  before  me  this  26th  ) 
day  of  March,  lb53.        j 


F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder, 
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No.  14. 
City  and  County  of  J^eirYork,  ,«;— Edward  Van  Ranst, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:— I  reside 
No.  242  Broome  street;  I  am  keeper  of  a  livery  stable;  on 
the  occasion  of  the  reception  of  Kossuth  I  furnished  the 
carriages  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  of  the  Common 
Council;  I  made  out  my  bill,  which  was  passed  by  the  Com- 
mittee, and  I  was  paid  by  the  Comptroller,  Mr.  Taylor. 
According  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  aimouuted  to 
alout  seven  hundred  dollars,  this  included  the  reception 
and  the  removal,  to  and  fro,  of  the  baggage  of  the  Hun- 
garians, and  the  use  of  coaches  by  them  to  and  from  the 
hotel,  whilst  they  were  living  there.  I  also  furnished 
carriages  on  tlie  occasion  of  the  funeral  obsequies  of 
Daniel  Webster,  my  bill,  I  think,  amounted  to  about  live 
hundred  dollars.  I  also  furnished  carriages  for  the  Clay 
obsequies,  the  bill  amounted  to  about  the  same.  In  each 
of  these  cases  the  services  were  rendered  by  directions  of 
the  respective  Committees,  and  the  charges  for  the  same 
were  fair  and  reasonable,  according  to  the  usual  rates  of 
charges.  The  bills  were  approved  by  the  Committees  and 
paid  by  the  Comptroller  by  warrants. 

EDW.  VAN  RANST. 

Sworn  before  mc,  this  12th  ) 
day  of  September,  l8o-J.  f 

F.  R.  TiLLOD,  Recorder. 


No.  15. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  Yor/c,  ss: — Charles  Francis, 
being  duly' sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  was  Al- 
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derman  of  the  Tenth  Ward  from  1st  January,  1852  to  1st 
January,  1854;  I  had  been  a  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil before;  I  have  heard  the  testimony  of  William  T.  Child 
read  to  me,  in  which  my  name  is  mentioned;  I  furnished 
the  saddle  equipments  on  the  occasion  of  the  funeral  ob- 
sequies of  Henry  Clay  and  Daniel  Webster,  by  request  of 
Mr.  Child,  who  called  upon  me  to  prepare  them;  at  the 
time  I  (lid  so,  I  had  no  knowledge  or  belief  that  I  was  vi- 
olating the  law,  but  did  so  in  good  faith;  the  articles  were 
furnished  at  the  ordinary  marketable  prices 

I  have  also  heard  read  the  depositions  of  Sampson  B.  Mc- 
Gown  and  James  W.  Flynn,  in  which  my  name  is  mentioned, 
and  so  far  as  they  convey,  or  intend  to  convey  the  idea  teat 
I  ever  received  any  money,  or  the  promise  of  any  money, 
from  the  grantees  of  the  Third  avenue  railroad,  or  any  of 
them,  or  any  other  person,  in  relation  to  said  railroad,  for  my 
vote  or  action  in  relation  to  the  same,  their  contents  is  un- 
true; I  never  did  receive,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  money, 
promise  or  thing  whatever,  for  my  vote  or  official  action 
in  regard  to  said  railroad,  or  in  regard  to  any  other  mat- 
ter or  proceeding  in  the  Common  Council  whatever;  I 
have  no  knowledge,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  any  member 
of  the  Common  Council,  or  the  city  government,  having 
received  any  money,  promise,  or  thing  whatever,  to  influ- 
ence thfeir  vote  or  proceedings  officially,  in  any  matter 
whatsoever. 

C.  FRANCIS. 

Sworn  before  me  this  12th  )  , 

day  of  January,  1854.      f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  IG. 

City  and  County  of  JVlw  York,  ss: — "WiLLlAM  E.  Leg- 
GETT,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I 
reside  No.  43  Twelitli  street,  in  this  city,  and  am  a  grocer; 
I  am  acquainted  with  the  hand-writing  of  Alderman  Wil- 
liam II.  (■ornell,  of  the  Seventeenth  Ward,  and  have  seen 
him  write;  witness  looks  at  paper  marked  exhibit  A, 
hereto  annexed,  and  says:  1  believe  the  body  of  the  said 
pa|icr  to  be  in  the  hand-writing  of  Alderman  Cornell;  the 
words  "  Kec'd  pay't,  C.  J.  Dougherty,"'  I  do  not  think 
arc  in  the  hand-wriiing  of  Alderman  Cornell;  1  think  the 
word  ""iTpprovcd,"  and  the  signature  "  W.  II.  Cornell," 
on  Ihe  back  of  said  pa})er,  to  bo  in  the  handwriting  of 

"Alderman  Cornell. 

WILLIAM  E.  LEGGETT. 
Sworn  before  me  this  14th  ) 
day  of  June,  lbij'6.  f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 

EXHIBIT  A. 

New  York,  July  8,  1852. 

The  Committee  of  tlie  Funeral 
Obsequies  of  ilenry  Clay, 

To  Charles  J.  DoucnERTV.  Dr. 

To  moneys  paid  for  incidental  expenses  of  Com- 
mittee,  to  and  from  Philadelphia;  to  and  from 
Jersey  City,  and  their  guests,  and  bringing  the 
deceased  to  the  city,  and  incidental  expenses 
when  in  Albany $G53  00 

licc'd  pay't, 

C.  J.  Dougherty. 
A.  W.  March  18, 1853. 
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{Endorsed.) 

"  Incidental,  $653;  approved.  "W.  H.  Cornell,  Isaac  0. 
Barker,  Jona,  Trotter,  J.  H.  Valentine,  John  J.  Tait,Thos. 
Woodward,  James  M.  Bard,  Wm.  J.  Brislev,  Wesley 
Smith.  3184. 

C.  J.  Dougherty,  653. 

Continsrencies." 


No.  17. 


Citi/  and  County  of  Mew  York,  ss: — Charles  J.  Dough- 
erty, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — The 
deposition  made  by  me  before  the  Recorder,  18th  March, 
1853,  being  read  to  me  in  the  presence  of  William  H.  Cor- 
nell, the  same  is  true.  The  bill  annexed  to  the  deposition 
of  William  E.  Leggett  being  shown  to  witness,  he  says: 
The  said  bill  was  made  up  at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements  for  the  funeral  obsequies  of  Henry  Clay, 
in  fie  City  Library  room,  City  Hall,  in  the  presence  of  a 
majority  of  the  Committee,  after  being  fully  discussed  by 
them:  it  was  made  up  by  one  of  the  Committee,  I  don't 
remember  which:  it  was  made  out  in  my  name  by  the  com- 
mon understanding  of  the  members  and  with  my  consent, 
it  being  the  customary  mode  of  making  out  bills  of  that 
character;  I  understood  it  was  money  which  had  been  ex- 
pended by  Alderman  Cornell,as  a  member  of  that  Committee 
and  to  reimburse  him  for  the  same;  I  recollect  Alderman  Cor- 
nell making  a  statement  to  the  Committee,  of  those  disburse- 
ments and  their  assenting  to  the  correctness  of  the  same;  it 
was  understood  that  the  making  out  of  the  bill  in  ray  name 
was  a  mere  matter  of  form  as  it  was  understood  there  that 
6 
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bills  could  not  be  made  out  in  the  name  of  an  Alderman, 
and  therefore  it  could  not  be  made  out  in  Alderman  Cor- 
nell's name,  although  he  had  expended  the  money;  the 
Committee  were  satisfied  that  all  the  money  in  the  bill  had 
been  actually  and  in  good  faith,  expended  by  Alderman 
Cornell  on  that  occasion;  it  was  mentioned  on  that 
occasion  that  such  bills  were  always  made  out  in  the 
name  of  some  other  person,  and  not  in  the  name  of 
the  Alderman  expending  the  money;  from  the  fact  that 
Alderman  Cornell  was  Chairman  of  that  Committee,  and 
attending  personally  to  the  business  of  it,  my  understand- 
ing was  that  he  disbursed  the  moneys  referred  to  in  that  bill; 
I  feel  confident  that  a  majority  of  the  Committee  was  pres- 
ent when  the  bill  was  signed  as  approved  by  the  Commit- 
tee; and  my  impression  is,  that  all  were  present  who  ap- 
proved it,  and  they  did  so  after  being  satisfied,  on  the  ex- 
planation of  it,  that  it  was  right. 

C.  J.  DOUGHERTY. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  1st  [ 
day  of  February,  18.54.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLou,  Recorder. 


No.  18. 

City  and  County  of  JVnv  York,  s.t: — JoilN  CnAPPEL, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  4G  Third  street,  in  this  city;  my  profession  is  that  of  a 
butcher;  I  am  acquainted  with  the  hand-writiiiL:  of  Alder- 
man William  II.  Cornell;  I  have  seen  iiitn  write  frcijuent- 
ly.  Exhibit  A,  annexed  to  deposition  of  Jame.s  Timpson, 
being  shown  to  witness,  he  says:  I  think  the  body  of  said 
bill  looks  a  great  deal  like  his  writing,  but  I  don't  think 
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the  capital  "  T's"  look  so  much  like  his  -writing  as  the 
other  parts;  I  cannot  say  positively  that  it  is  his  hand-writ- 
ing, but  it  looks  like  it.  Bill  dated  July  8,  1852,  in  name 
of  Charles  J.  Dougherty  for  $653  being  shown  to  witness, 
he  says  the  body  of  it  is  not  like  his  general  writing,  but 
there  is  a  similarity,  and  although  I  cannot  state  positively, 
I  am  under  the  impression  it  is  his  writing;  I  have  not  seen 
Alderman  Cornell  write  much  for  the  last  two  years,  but 
before  that  I  have  seen  him  write  almost  daily. 

JOHN  CHAPPEL. 

Sworn,  before  me,  the  26th  / 
day  of  March,  1853.  $ 

F.  R.  TiLLOtr,  Recorder, 


No.  19. 


City  and  County  ofJVew  York,ss: — James  S.  Halstead, 
being  duly  affirmed,  says  as  follows: — I  reside  No.  127  East 
Twenty-eighth  street;  am  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Repairs  and  Supplies;  I  know  William  H, 
Cornell,  and  have  seen  him  write  and  am  acquainted  with 
his  hand-writing;  his  signature  I  would  know,  but  am  not 
sufficiently  acquainted  with  his  general  hand-writing  to 
identify  it;  upon  looking  at  the  bill  under  date  July  8, 
1852,  of  Charles  J.  Dougherty,  for  $653,  witness  says  he 
cannot  say  whether  the  body  of  the  bill  is  in  his  hand- 
writing. 

JAMES  S.  HALSTEAD. 

,  Affirmed  before  me,  this  24th  1 
day  of  March,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder.] 
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No.  20. 

City  and  County  of  J^ew  York,  ss: — Isaac  0.  BaRKEK, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I  was  one 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  funeral  obsequies  of  Henry 
Clay,  and  Alderman  Cornell  was  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  I  was  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  in  the  Board  of  Assistants;  the  Committee 
always  met  jointly;  I  remember  the  bill  of  Charles  J, 
Dougherty  now  shown  to  me,  and  annexed  to  the  depo- 
sition of  William  E.  Leggett,  marked  exhibit  A;  I  remem- 
ber the  circumstance  of  the  bill  being  passed  by  the  Com- 
mittee; previous  to  its  being  passed,  I  remember  Alderman 
Cornell  explaining  to  the  Committee  the  fact  of  his  having 
made  various  miscellaneous  disbursements  as  Chairman  of 
the  Committee,  for  expenses  connected  with  the  visit  of 
the  Committee  to  Philadelphia  and  to  Albany,  and  to  the 
various  other  proceedings  of  the  Committee,  carrying  out 
the  object  of  their  appointment;  it  included  certain  items 
for  expenses  in  the  city  of  Albany,  and  for  other  expenses 
out  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  for  wliich,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  written  vouchers  could  not  be 
taken;  I  remember  perfectly  well  on  that  occasion,  I  mean 
when  the  explanation  to.  the  Committee  was  made  by 
Alderman  Cornell,  the  items  were  mentioned  and  explain- 
ed in  detail  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  other  members  of  the  Committee  then  present: 
I,  myself,  and  Alderman  Brisley,  were  among  those  who 
went  to  Philadelphia  and  also  went  to  Albany,  as  well  as 
some  other  members  of  the  Committee;  from  what  I  ob- 
served myself  on  the  occasion  of  going  to  Albany  and  to 
Philadelpliia.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  explanation 
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given  by  Alderman  Cornell,  of  the  items  composing  the 
account,  was  correct,  and  that  he  actually  disbursed  the 
moneys  of  which  that  account  was  composed;  the  reason 
the  bill  was  made  out  in  the  name  of  Charles  J.  Dougherty, 
was,  because  he  was  Clerk  of  the  Committee,  and  the  dis- 
bursements were  made  by  Alderman  Cornell,  as  Chairman, 
in  behalf  of  the  Committee;  as  far  as  I  know,  the  whole 
affair  was  perfectly  understood  by  the  Committee  after  their 
examination  and  approval ;  I  have  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind 
that  the  whole  amount  of  that  bill  was  in  good  faith  ex- 
pended by  Alderman  Cornell  in  behalf  of  the  Committee; 
when  bills  were  presented  and  objections  were  made  by 
any  member  of  the  Committee,  of  which  I  made  a  grea  t 
many  myself,  they  were  generally  referred  to  Alderman 
Cornell  and  myself,  as  the  Chairmen  of  the  Committees  of 
the  respective  Boards;  Alderman  Cornell  acted  with  me 
uniformly  in  endeavoring  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  bills, 
and  in  several  instances  succeeded  in  reducing  them  in 
large  amounts;  much  time  was  spent  by  Alderman  Cornell 
and  myself  in  endeavouring  to  accomplish  that  end;  the  ex- 
planation which  Alderman  Cornell  made  to  the  Committee 
was  full  and  open;  I  cannot  recollect  a  single  item  of  that 
bill  at  this  time. 

ISAAC  0.  BARKER. 
Sworn,  before  me,  this  7th  ) 
day  of  February,  1854.    \ 

F.  R..  TiLLou,  Recorder. 


No.  21. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — John  H.  Chambers, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: 
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I  am  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  and  hare 
been  attached  to  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Council,  in  various  capacities,  since  1847;  from  conversa- 
tions with  Mr.  Bcckman,my  predecessor  in  office,  and  with 
others  connected  with  the  office,  I  derived  the  impression 
that  for  moneys  advanced  by  members  of  Committees  of 
the  Common  Council,  for  which  no  vouchers  could  be,  or 
were  taken,  the  bills  were  usually  made  out  in  the  name  of 
some  person  connected  with  the  office,  or  who  acted  in 
connection  with  the  Committee,  who  was  not  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  deemed 
improper  to  make  out  such  bills  in  the  name  of  a  member 
of  the  Common  Council. 

JNO.  H.  CHAMBERS. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  7th  ) 
day  of  February,  1854.    f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  22. 


City  and  Comity  of  JVew  York,ss: — William  J.  Brisley, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  was  one 
of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  of  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen for  the  funeral  obsequies  of  Henry  Clay. 

Bill  of  Charles  J.  Dougherty,  annexed  to  the  deposition 
of  William  E.  Lcggett,  and  marked  exhibit  A,  being  shown 
to  witness,  he  says:  this  bill  was  passed  by  the  Committee, 
at  a  meeting  of  which  those  who  signed  the  approval  of 
the  same  on  the  back  of  it,  were  present;  it  is  made  up  of 
items  of  disbursements  made  by  Alderman  Cornell,  the 
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Chairman  of  said  Committee,  for  expenses  attending  the 
carrying  out  of  the  resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  on 
the  subject  mentioned  in  it;  previous  to  its  being  passed, 
Alderman  Cornell  explained  to  the  Committee  the  items 
of  which  the  amount  was  composed,  and  the  Committee 
was  satisfied,  on  such  explanation,  of  its  correctness;  they 
were  for  those  miscellaneous  and  various  expenses  con- 
nected with  the  proceedings,  for  which  no  vouchers,  from 
the  nature  of  the  case,  could  be  taken.  I  recollect  one 
item  was  the  sum  of  about  one  hundred  dollars,  (I  don't 
remember  the  exact  amount)  which  Alderman  Cornell  gave 
to  me  to  bear  the  expenses  of  myself  and  those  who  ac- 
companied me  to  Philadelphia,  being  a  sub-committee  to  ac- 
company the  remains  of  Mr.  Clay  to  this  city;  I  gave  no 
receipt  for  the  amount,  and  presented  him  with  no  vouchers; 
all  that  money  was  expended  by  me  on  that  occasion  and 
some  of  my  own  funds  besides. 

I  recollect  when  we  reached  Albany,  with  the  remains, 
many  unexpected  difficulties  were  there  encountered  by  the 
Committee,  which  caused  much  embarrassment  and  addi- 
tional expense,  and  in  the  hurry  and  confusion  which  they 
produced,  no  vouchers  could  be  conveniently  taken  for 
most  of  the  expenditures,  such  as  carriage  hire  and  various 
other  items;  Alderman  Cornell  on  that  occasion,  as  far  as 
I  know,  made  all  the  disbursements,  except  a  trifling  bill 
which  I  paid  myself. 

* 
From  all  the  circumstances,  I  have  no  doubt,  that  all  the 

items  of  the  disbursements  of  which  the  bill  was  composed 

were  actually  made  by  Alderman  Cornell,  in  good  faith; 

the  bill  was  made  up  in  the  name  of  Charles  J.  Dougherty* 

by  direction  of  the  Committee,  because  it  was  deemed  im- 
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proper  to  make  it  in  the  name  of  any  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee; it  was  passed,  after  full  consideration,  by  the  vote 
of  the  Committee,  like  other  bills,  and  its  whole  nature  was 
perfectly  understood  by  the  Committee  when  they  did  so; 
it  is  my  impression  that  various  bills  were  referred  to  Al- 
derman Cornell,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  Assistant  Alderman  Barker,  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Assistants;  some 
of  them  were  cut  down  in  the  Committee,  on  the  suggestion 
of  Alderman  Cornell,  and  some  of  the  other  members  of 
the  committee. 

I  recollect  distinctly,  assenting,  with  the  other  members 
of  the  Committee  who  signed  the  approval,  to  the  bills  be- 
ing made  out  in  the  name  of  Charles  J.  Dougherty,  who 
was  acting  as  clerk  of  the  Committee,  for  the  reasons  above 
assigned,  that  it  was  deemed  improper  that  it  should  be 
made  out  in  the  name  of  any  member  of  the  Committee;  I 
don't  recollect  any  other  items  of  the  bill  than  the  one 

stated. 

WM.  J.  BRISLEY. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  8th  ) 
day  of  February,  18.54.    ) 

F.  R.  TiLLou,  Recorder. 


No.  23. 


City  and  County  of  JVcw  York,  ss: — William  K.  Leg. 
GETT,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I 
reside,  No.  43  Twelfth  street,  in  this  city;  am  a  grocer;  I 
am  acquainted  with  the  hand-writing  of  Alderman  William 
H.  Cornell,  of  the  Seventeenth  Ward,  and  have  seen  him 
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write;  Witness  looks  at  paper,  marked  exhibit  A,  annexed 
to  the  deposition  of  James  Timpson,  and  says:  The  en- 
dorsement "  Wm.  H.  Cornell,"  on  the  back,  I  believe  to  be 
his  signature.  On  looking  at  the  body  of  the  bill  witness 
says:  In  my  opinion,  this  also  is  the  hand-writing  of  Al- 
derman Cornell. 

WILLIAM  E.  LEGGETT. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  18th  ) 
day  of  May,  1853.  f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  24. 


City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss. — William  H.  Cor- 
nell, being  duly  examined  before  the  undersigned,  accord- 
ing to  law,  on  the  annexed  charge;  and  being  informed 
that  he  was  at  liberty  to  answer  or  not,  all  or  any  of  the 
questions  put  to  him,  stated  as  follows,  viz: 

Question.  What  is  your  name? 

Answer.  William  H.  Cornell. 

Q.  How  old  are  you? 

A.  Forty  one  jtears. 

Q.  Where  were  you  born? 

A.  In  the  city  of  New  York. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live? 

A.  «No.  34  Second  street  in  this  city. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation? 

A.  Butcher. 
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Q.  Have  you  auy  tliiug  to  say,  and  if  so,  what,  relative 
to  the  charge  here  preferred  against  you? 

A.  The   Jiraount  of  the  bill  for  six   hundred  and  fifty- 
three  dollars,  in  the  name  of  Charles  J.  Dougherty,  an- 
nexed to  the  deposition  of  William  E.  Leggctt,  and  mark- 
ed exhibit  A,  being  shown  to  me,  is  in  my  hand- writing, 
and, was  made  out  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  the 
Committee  of  Arrangements  on  the  Funeral  Obsequies   of 
Henry  Clay,  and  by  their  directions,  it  being  understood 
to  be  the  usual  mode  of  drawing  money  for  miscellaneous 
expenses,  where,  from  their  nature,  no  vouchers  could  be 
readily  procured,  and  it  was  not  regarded  as  proper  that 
such  bills  should  be  made  out  in  the  name  of  a  member  of 
the  Committee;  the  amount  was  made  up  from  memoran- 
dums of  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  the  expenses 
incurred  by  them  in  carrying  out  the  objects  for  which  the 
Committee  was  appointed;  the  whole  amount  was  accounted 
for  to  the  Committee  and  to  its  entire  satisfaction,  when  the 
said  bill  was  directed  to  be  prepared,  and  every  dollar  of 
it,  and  1  believe  more  than  the  amount,  was  expended  in 
the  legitimate  and  proper  expenses  of  the  Committee. 

WILLIAM  H.  CORNELL. 

Taken  before  me,  this  8th  ] 
day  of  February,  1854.   j 

F.  R.  TiLLor,  Recorder. 


No.  25. 
Added  to  the  deposition  of  Elbert  Birdsall,  sworn  18th 
March,  1853.     The  said  Elbert  Birdsall,  being  sworn,  this 
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25 th  day  of  January,  1854,  says:  after  hearing  the  above  de- 
position read  to  him  in  the  presence  of  Isaac  Edwards,  that 
the  same  is  in  all  respects  true,  and  that  the  said  Isaac  Ed- 
wards is  the  same  person  who  called  upon  him  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1852,  as  spoken  of  in  his  said  deposition;  there 
were  no  other  primers  used  for  the  cannon  on  the  occasion 
referred  to,  except  those  specified  in  said  bill;  I  do  not 
recollect  that  any  person  accompanied  Mr.  Edwards  on 
the  occasion,  when  he  called  at  the  arsenal. 

E.  BIRDSALL. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  25th  } 
day  of  January,  1854.     ^ 

E.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder, 


No.  26. 
City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — Azariah  C.  Flagg, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  am 
Comptroller  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  have  been  since 
the  first  Monday  of  Jantfary,  1853.  The  deposition  made 
by  me  before  the  Recorder,  on  the  21st  day  of  March, 
1853,  being  read  to  me  in  the  presence  of  Isaac  Edwards, 
the  same  is  true.  The  false  and  fraudulent  account  therein 
referred  to,  by  which  I  believe  the  Corporation  of  the  city 
of  New  York  has  been  defrauded  out  of  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  is  the  account 
marked  exhibit  "  A,"  and  is  annexed  to  the  deposition  of 
James  Timpson;  the  same  purports  to  have  been  rendered 
by  Isaac  Edwards,  and  the  warrant  for  the  payment  of  the 
^aid  account  was  made  payable  to  his  order,  per  Joseph  R. 
Taylor,  and  appearing  to  have  been  endorsed  by  said  Tay- 
lor, Is  the  warrant  now  exhibited  to  me,  marked  exhibit 
B,  and  annexed  to  the  said  deposition  of  James  Timpson 
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the  said  bill  was  rendered  for  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars,  instead  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and 
fifty  cents,  which  was  the  true  amount  that  should  have 
been  charged  to  the  Corporation;  the  money  ai)pears  to 
have  been   drawn  upon  the  said  warrant,  from  the  city 
treasury,  by  the  said  Joseph  R.  Taylor,  as  stated  in  my 
deposition  taken  before  the  Recorder  as  aforesaid.     As 
the  grounds  for  my  belief,  I  state  in  addition,  that  soon 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  Grand  Jury  that  found  bills 
of  indictment  against  two  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  city,  a 
person  called  upon  me  and  stated  that  it  was  proved  before 
the  Grand   Jury  by  a  person  who  had  rendered  a  bill 
against  the  Corporation  for  one  hundred  and  twelve  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  and  was  paid  that  sum,  and  understood 
that  a  voucher  was  rendered  for  two  hundred  and  twenty 
five  dollars,  and  that  I  could  get  evidence  of  that  by  call- 
ing upon  the  Commissary  General,  I  sent  to  the  Commis- 
sary General,  and  I  was  waited  upon  by  a  Mr.  Birdsall, 
who  brought  a  letter  from  the  t'ommissary  General,  and 
he  exhibited  an  account  which  he  stated  was  the  account 
rendered  and  paid;  the  said  account  was  for  one  hundred 
and  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  I  then  called  on  Mr. 
Timpson  for  the  voucher  and  he  produced  the  bill  of  Mr. 
Edwards,  being  exhibit  A,  referred  to  as  annexed  to  James 
Timpson's  deposition;  I  then  desired  Mr.  Timpson  to  in- 
form me  who  received  the  money  for  that  account,  and  he 
then  produced  the  warrant  marked  exhibit  B.and  annexed 
to  the  deposition  of  James  Timpson,  by  which  I  perceived 
that  it  was  paid  to  Joseph  R.  Taylor. 

A.  C.  FLAGG. 
Sworn  before  mc  this  ^Gth  ) 
day  of  January,  liS54.      S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  27. 

City  and  County  ofJYew  York,  ss: — William  E.  Leggett 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:     The  de- 
position made  by  me,  before  the  Eecorder,  the  14th  day  of 
June,  1853,  being  read  to  me  in  the  presence  of  Alderman 
W.  H.  Cornell,  the  same  is  true. 

W.  E.  LEGGETT. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  7th  ) 
day  of  February,  1854.  S 

F.  E  TiLLOtr,  Recorder. 


No.  28. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Isaac  Edwards, 
being  duly  examined  before  the  undersigned,  according  to 
law,  on  the  annexed  charge,  and  being  informed  that  he 
was  at  liberty  to  answer,  or  not,  all  or  any  questions  put 
to  him,  states  as  follows: 

Question.  What  is  your  name? 

Answer.  Isaac  Edwards. 

Q.  How  old  are  you? 

A.  Thirty-eight  years. 

Q.  Where  were  you  born? 

A.  In  New  York  City. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live? 

A.  No.  461  Houston  street. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

A.  I  am  Collector  of  Assessments  for  the  Corporation 
of  this  city. 
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Q.  Have  you  any  thing  to  say,  and  if  so,  what,  relative 
to  the  charge  here  preferred  against  you? 

Ji.  I  deny  it  and  pronounce  it  false. 

ISAAC  EDWARDS. 

Taken  before  me  this  26th  1 
day  of  January,  1854.      \ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  29. 


City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Be  it  remembered, 
that  on  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  January*  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  1854,  Isaac  Edwards,  of  No.  461  Houston  street, 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  personally  came  before  the  un- 
dersigned. Recorder,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  ac- 
knowledged himself  to  owe  to  the  people  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  of  good  and 
lawful  money  of  the  state  of  New  York,  to  be  levied  and 
made  of  his  goods  and  chattels,  lands  aifd  tenements,  to 
the  use  of  the  said  people,  if  default  shall  be  made  in  the 
condition  following,  viz:  Whereas,  It  was  charged  before 
the  undersigned  Recorder,  on  the  oath  of  Azariah  C.  Flagg 
and  others,  that  on  or  about  the  10th  day  of  July,  1852,  in 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York  aforesaid,  there  was  ob- 
tained the  sum  of  ninety-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  from 
the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  by  false  pre- 
tences and  representations,  to  wit:  1)y  means  of  a  false  and 
fraudulent  account,  with  intent  to  cheat  and  dcfriiud  the 
said  Corporation;  and.  Whereas,  The  said  Isaac  Edwards 
came  before  the  undersigned,  Recorder,  to  answer  the  said 
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charge,  and  upon  the  examination  of  the  whole  matter  pur- 
suant to  statute,  it  appearing  to  the  said  undersigned  Re- 
corder, that  said  offence  has  been  committed,  and  that  there 
is  probable  cause  to  believe  said  defendant  guilty  thereof; 
and  the  said  offence  being  bailable,  he  did  thereupon  order 
the  said  defendant  to  find  sufficient  bail,  in  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  court  of 
General  Sessions,  to  be  held  in  said  city  and  county,  to 
answer  to  any  indictment  to  be  preferred  against  him  for 
said  offence. 

Now  therefore,  the  condition  of  this  recognizance  is 
such,  that  if  the  above-named  Isaac  Edwards  shall  person- 
ally appear  at  the  next  court  of  General  Sessions,  to  be 
held  in  said  city  and  county,  on  the  first  Monday  of  Feb- 
ruary next,  to  answer  to  any  indictment  that  may  be  pre- 
ferred against  him  for  said  offence,  and  abide  the  order  of 
the  said  court,  and  not  depart  therefrom  without  leave, 
then  this  recognizance  to  be  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in 

full  force. 

ISAAC  EDWARDS,     [l.  s.] 

Taken  and  acknowledged  before  ] 
me,  the  day  and  year  afore-  j- 
said.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  30. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — George  H.  Frank- 
lin, of  said  city,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as 
follows: — I  was  Alderman  of  the  Seventeenth  Ward,  from 
May,  1849,  to  first  Monday  of  January,  1852,  and  was  As- 
sistant Alderman  of  said  ward,  from  May,  1848  to  May, 
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1849;  I  was  Chairman  of  a  sub-committee  of  Arrange- 
mcuts  for  the  reception  of  Kossuth;  when  it  was  known 
that  Kossuth  was  about  to  arrive  in  this  city,  there  was 
much  competition  among  the  hotel  keepers,  to  entertain 
him  and  his  suite;  amongst  others,  the  Astor  House, 
through  Alderman  Sturtcvant,  proposed  to  take  him  and 
his  immediate  suite  without  charge.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  United  States  steam  frigate  the  Mississippi  arrived, 
having  on  board  about  forty-two  of  Kossuth's  associates. 
Kossuth  himself  not  having  arrived.  Wbcn  the  arrival  of 
the  Mississippi  was  knoAvn,  the  then  Mayor,  Mr.  Kingslaud. 
stated  to  the  Committee,  that  Mr.  Howard,  the  proprietor 
of  the  Irving  House,  had  offered  to  receive  in  his  house, 
and  board  the  said  persons,  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
each  per  week,  which  olTer  was  accepted  l)y  the  Commit- 
tee; and  myself,  Alderman  Miller,  and  Assistant  Alder- 
man Mabbatt  were  appointed  a  committee  to  carry  the 
same  into  effect.  Alderman  Miller  and  myself  waited 
upon  Mr.  Howard,  and  informed  him  that  the  Mayor,  Mr. 
Kingsland,  had  reported  his  liberal  offer  to  the  Commit- 
tee, and  that  the  Committee  had  accepted  his  offer;  he 
said,  I  hope  then  I  shall  get  Kossuth;  the  Hungarians 
went  there;  after  they  were  there,  I  informed  Mr.  Howard, 
that  if  they  had  any  extras,  he  must  look  to  them  for  it. 
When  the  bill  for  the  board  of  these  persons  was  rendered 
to  the  Committee,  the  charge  for  each  of  these  persons 
was  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars  per  w  eek,  besides  extras, 
which  amount  was  included  in  the  general  Ijill  of  tliirteen 
thousand  dollars,  and  upwards. 

Exhibit  A,  liereto  annexed,  is  in  the  hand  writing  of 
Wesley  Smith,  upon  whicii  said  bill  there  is  a  charge. 
"  John  Dillon,  Randall's  Island,  three  hundred  dollars;" 
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and  the  \rarrant  of  the  Comptrollerj  taarked  exhibit  B,  and 
numbered  3353,  appears  to  be,  upon  its  face,  for  the  payment 
of  the  said  three  hundred  dollars,  for  (ircworks;  that  the  said 
warrant  is  payoble  to  the  order  of  John  Dillon,  and  is  en- 
dorsed, "  John  Dillon,"  and  a  pencil  mark  underneath  said 
endorsement,  "  C.  H.  R."  The  said  John  Dillon,  I  have  un- 
derstood, is  the  brother-in-law  of  said  Wesley  Smith,  and  is 
a  dentist  by  profession;  the  initials,  '"  C.  H.  R.,"  are  the  in- 
itials of  Charles  H.  Ring,  and  Charles  H.  Ring  is  the  Assist- 
tant  Alderman  of  the  Eighth  Ward.  That  the  said  bill 
marked  exhibit  A,  is  indorsed  in  these  words, "  Approved — 
Wesley  Smith,  C.  H.  Ring,  W.  M.  Tweed,  Oscar  W.  Stur- 
tevant,  Thos.  J.  Barr,  S.  L.  II.  V^ard— 3,351  to  3,354; 
Isaac  Edge,  Sen.,  and  others,  1,923 — Contingencies."  The 
signatures  of  Wesley  Smith,  Oscar  W.  Sturtevant,  Thos. 
J.  Barr  and  S.  L.  H.  Ward,  are  in  their  proper  hand- 
writing; the  signatures  of  C.  H  Ring,  and  W.  M.  Tweed, 
I  am  acquainted  with;  I  was  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  July,  in  the  years  1850 
and  1851,  and,  during  that  time,  fireworks  were  procured 
for  the  same  places  as  in  1852,  with  the  exception,  that  in 
1850,  there  were  none  for  Jackson  square;  that  the  cost  of 
the  said  fireworks,  and  the  expense  of  the  celebration,  for 
the  years  1850  and  1851,  was  altogether  about  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  for  each  year;  but  in  1852,  as  I 
have  been  informed  and  believe,  the  appropriation  was 
four  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  of  which  upwards  of 
four  thousand  one  huudred  dollars  have  been  expended. 
The  largest  amount  paid  for  fireworks  on  Randall's  Island 
was,  one  year,  seventy-fivo  dollars;  in  that  year  there' was 
an  unusual  largo  display;  in  other  years  it  did  noji  exceed 
fifty  dollars. 

7 
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I  never,  whilst  I  was  Alderman,  or  since,  have  approved 
of  Mr.  Howard's  bill  lor  entertaining  Kossuth  and  his  as- 
sociates. 

GEO.  n.  FRANKLIN. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  21st ) 

day  of  March,  Ito'd.         ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
EXHIBIT   A. 

Tompkin's  square $450 

Jackson,      do 350 

$bOO 


"  Isaac  Edge,  Sen. 


J.  W.  Iladfield,  City  Hall,  Lamartine  square $750 

John  Dillon,  Randall's  I.<land 300 

Geo.  II.  Wallace's  band 73 

Endorsed,  /  '  ''  ^ 

"  Approved— Wesley  Smith,  C.  II.  Rinj?,  W.  M.  Tweed, 
Oscar  W.  Sturlcvant,  Thomas  J.  Barr,  S.  L.  II,  Ward, 
8,351  to  3,354.  Isa^icEdgc,  Sen.,  and  others.  1,923 — con- 
tingencies." 

EXHIBIT  B. 
to 

'I     A.  New  York,  July  10,  1852,  No.  3,-353 $300. 

Ip    To  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  New  York  at  the 
K  Mechanics'  Bank. 

o 

V     Pay  John  Dillon,  or  order,  three  hundred  dol- 

I 
'a         lars  for  fireworks,  4th  Jul  v. 

•^     A .  C .  K I NC.SLA  N D,  Mayor. 

^     D.  T.  \'alkntine,  CUrlc. 

I  Jos.  R.  Taylor,  ComptroUcr. 

Endorshd, 

"  Jtll.N  DlLIXX.      C.  II.R." 
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No.  31. 

City  and  County  of  J\''ew  York,  55:— JoHX  DiLLOX,  of 
said  city,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  Ibllows: 
I  reside  No.  (JO  Avenue  D,  my  office  is  No.  250  Hudson 
street,  my  business  is  that  of  a  dentist;  I  did  not  furnisli 
any  fireworks  for  Randall's  Island,  for  1852;  I  never  did 
at  any  time  furnisli  any  fireworks  for  Randall's  Island;  I 
never  did,  at  any  time,  furnish  fireworks  for  any  place;  I 
was  in  the  city  on  tlic  day  of  tiic4th  July,  and  was  residing 
here  at  the  time.  I  am  brothei-in-law  of  Alderman  Wesley 
Smith,  of  the  Eleventh  Ward;  I  never  received  any  money 
for  fireworks  furnished  on  the  4ih  July,  1852,  or  at  any 
other  time;  I  was  never  requested  by  any  one  to  furnish 
fireworks.  Exhibit  B,  annexed  to  deposition  of  George 
H.  Franklin  being  shown  to  witness,  he  says,  the  endorse- 
ment, '■  John  Dillon,"  is  in  my  handwriting;  1  never  drew 
any  money  out  of  a  bank  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Ilomp- 
troUer.  I  have  seen  exhibit  B  before.  I  cannot  remember 
the  exact  date,  but  it  was  after  the  4tli  of  July,  1852;  it 
was  presented  to  me  by  Wesley  Smith,  who  requested  me 
to  put  my  name  on  the  back  of  it,  which  I  did,  and  return- 
ed it  to  him,  and  he  took  it  away  wiihliim;  I  never  re- 
ceived any  po»'tion  of  the  money  drawn  out  upon  this  war- 
rant (exhibit  B);  I  never  hid  any  claim  for  any  portion  of 
it;  I  never  made  out  any  bill  against  the  Corporation,  or 
against  any  one  for  fireworks  furnished,  and  was  totally 
ignorant  of  the  matter,  until  informed  by  Wesley  Smith;  I 
never  gave  any  receipt  or  voucher  for  the  amount  of  three 
hundred  dollars  for  fireworks,  or  for  any  part  of  it.  except 
the  endorsement  on  said  warrant,  nor  of  my  own  knowl- 
edge do  I  know  of  any  fireworks  being  used  on  that  oc- 
casion at  Kaudali's  Island  ;    the  words  '■  John  Dillon, 
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Randall's  Island,  three  hundred  dollars,"'  on  exhibit  A,  is 
in  the  handwriting  of  Alderman  Wesley  Smith,  whose 
handwriting  I  liave  been  in  the  habit  of  seeing,  and  am 
acquainted  with. 

The  witness  desires  to  make  an  explanation  as  to  the 
reason  which  induced  him  to  sign  his  name  on  the  back  of 
the  warrant :  Alderman  Smith  informed  me  when  he 
brought  the  warrant  for  me  to  endorse,  that  he  and  Assist-  • 
ant  Alderman  Ring  had  purchased  these  fireworks,  at  the 
last  moment,  of  a  man  in  John  street  or  Maiden  lane,  who 
had  been  running  after  Asssistant  Alderman  Ring  for  the 
money,  Alderman  Smith  being  out  of  town;  that  ho,  As- 
sistant Alderman  Ring,  had  paid  the  money  liimsclf;  that 
they  went  to  the  Comptroller  and  asked  him  how  Assist- 
ant Alderman  Ring  should  be  refunded.  The  Comptroller 
told  them  to  have  the  warrant  drawn  in  the  name  of  any 
one,  and  it  was  agreed  to  be  drawn  in  my  name;  then  sup- 
posing it  to  be  all  right,  I  endorsed  the  warrant,  and  that 
is  all  I  know  about  it.  I  have  never  been  the  purchaser 
or  lessee  of,  or  in  any  way  connected  with  any  lands  or 
ferries,  or  other  privileges  or  grants  made  by  the  Corpo- 
ration, and  if  my  name  has  been  used  for  such  purpose,  it 
is  without  ray  knowledge  or  consent. 

JOHN  DILLON. 

Sworn  before  mo,  this  22d  ) 
day  of  March,  Iboo.        f 

F.  R.  TiLLou,  Recorder. 


No.  32. 


CUij  and  County  of  JWiv  York,  ss: — HuFUS  Riplev,  of 
said  city,  being  duly  SAVorn,  dcjioscs  and  says,  as  follows: 
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I  am  the  boys'  keeper  wlien  out  of  school,  at  Randall's 
Island;  I  was  at  Randall's  Island  last  4th  of  July,  and  had 
the  charge  of  the  fireworks  then;  they  were  set  off  by  me; 
I  have  no  account  of  them;  they  were  sent  to  the  island 
through  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house.  The  fireworks 
without  including  the  crackers  would  have  cost  about 
forty  dollars.  I  think  there  were  about  twelve  boxes  of  fire 
crackers,  and  they  were  worth  about  two  dollars  per  box. 
I  have  had  some  experience  about  the  price  of  fireworks, 
having  bought  some  myself,  and  having  seen  others  pur- 
chase them.  These  fireworks  consisted  principally  of 
wheels,  and  about  a  dozeu  half  pound  rockets.  I  was  on 
Randall's  Island  on  the  4th  July,  of  1850  and  1851.  The 
fireworks  in  1852,  in  cost  and  quantity  were  about  the 
same  as  in  1850  and  1851,  or  may  have  exceeded  not  more 
than  ten  dollars  in  cost. 
'  RUFUS  RIPLEY- 

Sworn  before  me,  this  22d  ) 
day  of  March,  1S53.         I 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  33. 


City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — John  W.  Hadfield 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows:— I  reside 
in  Williamsburgh,  corner  of  Ninth  and  North  First  streets; 
I  am  a  firework  maker;  I  furnished  fireworks  for  the 
Corporation  of  this  city  on  the  Fourth  of  July  last,  for  the 
City  Hall  and  Lamartine  square;  the  amount  of  my  bill 

or  the  City  Hall  was  five  hundred  dollars,  and  two  hun. 

red    and  fifty  dollars  for  Lamartine  square,  which  was 
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paiil  to  me  by  the  Corporation,  by  a  ■^'arrant,  in  tlic  usual 
form,  which  1  iudor.-cd;  I  did  not  fiii-nish  any  fireworks 
for  Raiidall's  Island  hist  voai';  1  furni.-hod  two  years  ago 
the  fireworks  fur  RaiidaH's  Island;  the  bill  was  iifty  dol- 
lars; this  was  4th  July,  1850;  on  that  occasion  there  was 
one  set  piece  wiih  a  motto  on  it — '"  Randall's  Island  Coys 
and  jjibcrt  ,''  There  was  three  other  set  pieces;  the  others 
■\veie  the  usual  ])ieces  of  wlieeis,  rockets  and  roman  candles; 
these  set  pieces  are  the  most  exiJCiitive  lircworks. 

JOHN  W.  IIADFIELD. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  23d  )_ 
day  of  March,  lbc3.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  31. 


Cify  and  County  of  JWw  York,  ss: — Isaac  Edge,  Senr., 
beinjr  du'y  swoin,  dcjioses  and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside 
in  Jersey  City;  am  a  pyrotechnist;  I  furni.-hcd  for  this 
city  on  the  -ilh  July  last,  fireworks  for  Tompkins  square 
an  I  Jackson  Avenue;  my  bill  .'unounted  to  ei^^ht  hundred 
dollars;  the  whole  fif  which  money  was  paid  to  me  to  my 
order,  by  a  warrant  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  city. 


ISAAC  EDGE,  Senr. 


Sworn,  before  me,  Ilrs23d  ) 
day  of  March.  I65i.         f 


F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  35. 

City  and  County  of  Mew  York,  ss: — CHARLES  H.  Ring, 
being  duly  sworn,  this  6th  dy  of  Dccemler,  18.C3.  deposes 
and  says,  as  follows: — T  am  Assistant  Alderman  of  the 
Eiglith  Ward,  and  have  been  such  since  1st  January,  1852. 
In  July,  1852,  a  man,  whose  name  I  don't  recollect,  who 
was  an  agent  for  selling  fireworks,  called  uj)on  me  to  pay 
a  bill  of  three  hundred  dollars,  for  fireworks  which  were 
furnished  by  him  by  the  order  of  Alderman  Smith,  for 
Randall's  Island;  the  man  lived  in  Maiden  lane, or  in  John 
street,  I  don't  recollect  which;  the  active  proceedings  in 
relation  to  these  fireworks  was  left  pretty  much  to  Alder- 
man Smith,  who  was  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  to  attend 
to;  I  was  also  on  the  Committee;  Alderman  Smith  was 
out  of  town  at  the  time  the  man  called,  and  he  was  very 
importunate  to  have  it  paid;  he  called  upon  me  several 
times;  and  I  at  length,  supposing  the  bill  to  be  correct,  to 
get  rid  of  him,  advanced  the  money  myself.  I  gave  him  a 
check  on  the  bank;  some  days  afterwards,  Alderman  Smith 
came  to  the  city  and  I  told  him  what  I  had  done,  and  he 
procured  a  warrant  for  the  amount,  payable  to  John  Dil- 
lon, and  indorsed  by  John  Dillon,  which  he  delivered  to 
me,  and  which  I  deposited  to  my  bank  account;  I  don't 
remember  that  Alderman  Smith  told  me  why  the  warrant 
was  made  payable  to  John  Dillon. 

I  have  no  knowledge  what  Alderman  Smith  told  the 
Comptroller  on  the  subject  of  this  bill. 

I  don't  remember  now  signing  the  paper  marked  exhibit 
A,  annexed  to  the  deposition  of  George  H.  Franklin,  (the 
original  deposition  and  exhibit  not  being  present;)  I  sup- 
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po?c  the  initials  "  C.  IT.  R./'  on  the  back  of  tlie  -warrant 
to  be  done  by  the  clerk  in  the  bank,  as  it  is  usual  ibr  them 
to  do  so  on  making  deposits  of  checks. 

I  was  not  aware  at  the  time  of  the  transaction  any  wrong 
was  committed  on  the  city,  but  sui)poscd  it  was  all 
right. 

I  am  sure   the  amount  I  paid  the  man  for  the  fire-works 
was  three  hundred  dollars. 

That  part  of  the  testimony  of  Robert  W.  Lowbcr,  in 
which  my  name  is  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  sale  by 
liim  of  a  lot  of  ground  on  Thirteenth  street,  for  an  engine 
house,  being  rend  to  ine,  I  state  that  the  information  therein 
stated  to  have  been  given  to  him,  that  I  had  received  one 
liundred  dollars  of  the  consideration  money  for  the  land 
therein  mentioned  sold  to  the  city,  and  every  thiug  therein 
contained  to  that  clTcct,  or  to  the  effect  that  I  have  received 
any  money  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  that  land,  or  in  relation  thereto,  is  utterly  untrue; 
I  had  neither  part  nor  lot  in  any  part  of  that  transaction. 

C.  II.  RING. 

The  further  examination  was  postponed  until  three 
o'clock  to-morrow  afternoon. 

The  examination  was  resumed  this  seventh  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 18ij3. 

I  have  heard  read  that  part  of  tlic  deposition  of  R.  W. 
Lowbcr,  in  relation  to  the  jiroposed  communication  of 
the  IJonrd  of  Assistants  about  the  cxerior  lino  of  the 
East  river;  I  recollect  a  communication  on  that  subject 
being  shown    to   me    and   other   members  of  the   Board 
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of  Assistants,  by  Mr.  Bouton,  whilst  we  were  in  the  tea- 
room ill  the  City  Mall;  the  general  expression  of  all,  on 
hearing  it,  was  that  of  indignation,  and  a  determination 
manifested  to  pay  no  regard  to  it;  it  is  untrue  that  any  of  the 
members  there  said  or  conveyed  the  idea,  that  if  the  paper 
was  not  ofiered  or  read  they  would,  on  calling  up  the  res- 
olutions, either  vote  for  them  or  make  no  opposition  to 
them;  on  the  contrary,  their  feeling  of  opposition  was 
rather  increased  by  it;  no  inquiry  was  made  by  Mr.  Bou- 
ton or  any  other  member,  to  my  knowledge  or  belief,  as 
to  what,  or  any  sums  were  expected  or  required,  to  suffer 
the  resolutions  to  pass;  nor  was  any  intimation,  directly 
or  indirectly,  made  by  me  or  any  other  member  to  my 
knowledge,  that  there  was  required  or  expected  any  money, 
promise,  or  thing  soever,  to  induce,  or  to  suffer  the  resolu- 
tions to  pass,  nor  any  intimation  made  that  they  would 
compel  Mr.  Lowber,  unless  such  payment  was  made,  to  re- 
move the  bulkhead  then  partially  built,  and  that  every 
thing  contained  in  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Lowber  to  the 
contrary,  or  conveying  a  contrary  idea,  is  untrue. 

Mr.  John  Pettigrew  and  myself  never  had  any  conver- 
sation in  relation  to  the  Eighth  avenue  railroad,  or  any 
other  railroad.  I  never,  on  any  occasion,  received  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  from  John  Pettigrew,  or  any  other  money 
of  John  Pettigrew,  or  any  of  the  money  of  John  Pettigrew, 
and  every  thing  contained  in  the  examination  of  Anson 
Herrick  to  the  contrary,  is  untrue. 

The  affidavit  of  Thomas  Suffern,  being  read  to  me  in  re- 
lation to  a  sewer  in  Pearl  street,  I  state,  in  all  the 
remarks  imputed  to  me  in  that  affidavit  as  having  been 
made  by  me,  are  utterly  untrue. 


^* 
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It  is  utterly  untrue  tliat  I  ever  dircctlv  or  indirectly 
a^^ked  him  how  much  he  would  jrivc  to  have  the  application 
ill  relation  to  the  >ew(.'r.  referred  to  in  his  cxaininaiion.  go 
his  way,  or  used  any  words  to  that  effect,  nor  did  he  ever 
ask  me  how  much  1  would  ask -name  your  sum -nor  anj 
words  to  tliat  effect;  nor  did  I  ever  say  to  him — no,  how 
much  will  you  i^i\e?  nor  did  he  say  to  nic  he  would  think 
of  it  till  Mondav;  nor  did  lever  meet  wit!i  Mr.  Suffern 
in  the  street  on  the  subject,  nor  did  I  ever  remark  to  him 
— ni'W  had  you  ^ivcn  nic  some  money  at  that  lime,  you 
might  h.ivc  had  it  your  own  way.  I  never  had  any  con- 
versation whatever  with  Mr.  Sufforn,  of  the  import  set 
foi  th  in  his  exatninat  on,  nor  ever  made  such  icniiiiks  to 
him  as  he  has  therein  in>i)utcil  to  me,  or  any  of  them,  and 
each  and  every  thing  contained  in  his  examination  to  the 
contrary,  arc  utterly  untrue.  In  every  thing  in  relation 
to  that  sewer,  I  was  governed  entirely  by  a  sense  of 
duty. 

The  only  conversation  I  ever  had  with  Mr.  Suffern,  was 
one  occasion  when  he  came  into  my  store  to  purchase  a 
segar;  he  then  asked  me  how  the  sewer  was  getting  on, 
or  words  to  that  effect;  I  said  to  him,  can't  you  get  rid  of 
some  of  the  opposition  ?  referring  to  the  opposition  of  per- 
sons interested  in  that  sewer.  Mr.  Suffern  shook  his 
head,  meaning,  no.  The  above  is  all  the  conversation  wc 
had  on  the  t-ubjcct. 

In  relation  to  the  statement  made  by  Stewart  K.  Clark, 
in  his  examination,  I  state— I  never  made  any  remark  to 
him  which  conveyed  the  idea  or  meaning  in  the  sligjitcst 
degree  what  money  he  would  give  as  a  compensation  for 
the  vote  orinlluence  of  anv  member  of  either  Board  of  the 
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Common  Council,  or  any  porson  or  persons  whomsoever, 
in  favor  of  his  af)p!ication  for  the  lease  of  the  property, 
corner  Sixth  avenue  and  Amos  street  and  every  thing 
contained  in  his  exauiination,  to  the  contrary,  is  untrue.  I 
never  asked  him  if  he  was  willing  to  give  a  bonus  for  the 
lease,  or  used  any  words  to  him  to  that  effect. 

I  have  no  knowledge  that  any  member  of  the  Common 
Council  has  received  any  money  or  valuable  thing,  or 
promise  of  any  money  or  valuable  thing,  for  his  vote  or 
influence  in  relation  to  the  lease  of  the  above  property, 
or  any  other  grant  of  the  Common  Council. 

C.  H.  RING. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  6th  day ) 
of  December,  1853,  and  examin-  >• 
ed  that  day  and  7ih  Dec.,  185-3,  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  3G. 


City  any  County  of  JVeio  York,  ss: — Wesley  Smith, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows :  I  was 
Alderman  of  the  Eleventh  AVard,  from  1st  January  1852, 
until  Ibt  January  1854. 

I  have  read  the  deposition  of  George  H.  Franklin,  in 
relation  to  certain  fireworks  furnished  for  Randall's  Island 
4tli  July  1852. 

I  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  Board  appoint- 
ed to  make  arrangements  for  the  celebration  of  ihe  Fourth 
of  July  of  that  year. 
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lu  the  dischar;rc  of  my  dutic?,  firc-wnrks  were  furnished 
for  several  of  the  squares  and  parks,  and  it  was  discovered 
at  the  last  moment  that  none  had  been  furni^'lied  for  the 
u.-^ual  display  on  Randall'sj  island;  Assistant  Alderman 
King  and  myself  immediiilcly  on  discoverinir  this  omission, 
proceeded  to  a  store  cither  in  Maiden  lane  or  Jolin  street, 
I  don't  remember  which,  where  lireworks  were  sold,  and 
ordered  a  supply  for  RandalTs  island;  we  directed  him  to 
furnish  rockets,  Roman  candles,  wheels,  fire-crackers,  tor- 
pedoes, and  a  variety  of  other  i)yrotechnics. 

As  we  called  over  the  various  articles  desired  the  pro- 
prietor of  tiic  store  took  a  nieinorandum  of  them;  no  bill 
was  furnished  to  me  at  the  time;  in  fact  I  never  saw  the 
liill;  it  was  understood  the  bill  was  not  to  exceed  three 
hundred  dollars;  we  did  not  select  fireworks  amounting 
to  that  sum,  but  after  running  over  a  number,  we  left  the 
man  to  make  up  the  balance. 

Immediately  after  the  4th  July,  in  fact  the  next  day,  I 
went  out  of  town  and  continued  absent  from  the  ciiy  ior 
several  days;  on  my  return  to  the  city  Assistant  Aldei'mau 
Ring  called  on  me,  and  stated  to  me  that  the  ])erson  from 
whom  we  had  purchased  the  fireworks,  had  rcjicaledly 
called  at  his  store  for  the  amount  of  the  bill;  that  he,  Ring, 
endeavoured  to  explain  to  the  man  that  it  was  necessary 
that  the  bill  should  be  first  certified  by  the  Committee  and 
then  paid  by  tiie  (comptroller.  This  did  not  ap|)ear  to 
satisfy  the  man,  and  he  becoming  very  importunate,  Assist- 
ant Alderman  Ring  paid  the  amount  himself  by  his  indi- 
vidual check;  Assistant  Alderman  Ring  wished  to  luive 
the  warrant  for  the  amount  of  the  bill  made  payable  to 
his,  Ring's  order. 
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I  stated  to  him  that  the  Comptroller  could  not  draw  a 
warrant  to  his  order  for  that  bill.  I  then  called  at  the 
Comptroller's  office,  and  there  it  was  suggested  to  me  by 
the  Collector  of  the  City  Revenue,  Mr.  Rogers,  after  I 
had  explained  the  case,  to  make  the  warrant  payable  to 
some  friend,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  had  not  a  brother.  I 
told  him  I  had  a  brother-in-law  living  with  me,  Mr.  Dillon. 
He  advised  me  then  to  have  it  drawn  in  bis  name. 

I  accordingly  made  out  a  list  of  the  persons  furnishing 
fireworks,  in  which  the  name  of  John  Dillon  was  put  for 
three  hundred  dollars,  for  Randall's  Island.  After  this 
list  was  approved  by  the  signatures  of  the  Committee,  it 
was  handed  to  the  Auditor,  Mr.  Timpson,  and  a  warrant 
was  prepared  in  favor  of  John  Dillon,  for  three  hundred 
dollars.  This  warrant  was  endorsed  by  John  Dillon,  and 
it  was  harded  to  Mr.  Ring.  The  reason  John  Dillon's 
name  was  used,  was  because  I  did  not  remember  the  name 
of  the  person  who  furnished  the  fireworks. 

I  hare  heard  read  that  part  of  the  deposition  of  Robert 
W.  Lowber,  in  which  my  name  is  mentioned.  The  only 
conversation  I  ever  had  with  Mr.  Lowber,  in  relation  to 
his  application  for  an  alteration  of  the  exterior  line  of  the 
East  river,  or  in  relation  to  the  resolution  granting  per- 
mission to  fill  in  the  property  there  was  on  an  occasion 
when  he  asked  rae  to  vote  for  those  measures.  I  told  him 
I  was  opposed  to  it,  because  the  shipwrights  in  that  part 
of  the  city  did  not  wish  it,  as  it  was  afi"ecting  the  channel 
injuriously.  The  remarks  of  Mr.  Lowber  in  his  examina- 
tion, imputed  to  me  as  having  been  said  by  me  to  him  on 
those  subjects,  or  either  of  them,  I  never  made. 


Doc.  No.  6'.)  1273 

His  statcinoiit  to  llic  conlinry  is  utterly  untrue.  There 
never  wns,  diiectly,  or  iiidirt'ctly,  or  iin|ilicMlIy,  any  idea 
whatever  conveyed  liy  nio.  or  liy  any  |ters(  n  to  my  knowl- 
edge, that  A  Merman  Brisley  and  my.scir,  or  ci  titer  of  us, 
expected  any  consideration  for  having  the  application  for 
the  estaldif^hmcnt  of  the  e.\tcrior  line,  and  Cor  permission 
to  fill  in, or  either  of  them,  passed  hy  the  Common  Council. 
Mr.  Lowher  never  rclused  to  pay  such  consideration  or 
any  consitleration  w  hatcvcr,  liecause  he  was  never  asked 
so  to  do,  and  each  and  every  of  his  allegations  to  the  con- 
trary, is  utterly  untrue. 

I  recollect  having  a  conversation  with  Assistant  Alder- 
man Houlon  on  the  sulject  of  the  exterior  line  and  filling, 
and  his  asking  me  to  go  Ibi-  it;  1  don't  lecoilect  the  i)articu- 
lars  of  this  conversation;  J  might  have  jestingly  said  to  Bou- 
ton,  you  have  a  pretty  ^ood  contract  wiih  Lowbor,  and  I 
should  like  to  be  let  in,  hut  never  intended  seriously,  for 
a  moment,  to  apply  to  he  let  in;  I  feci  conhdent  1  never 
said  to  I5niit()n,  that  unless  he.  Bouton,  gave  us  (myself  and 
Alderman  IJrisley)  each  one-third  of  the  profits  that  might 
accrue  out  of  said  contract,  we  should  not  allow  the  reso- 
lution for  filling,  to  jtass  our  board,  or  allow  the  alteration 
of  the  exterior  line  as  propo.-cd. 

Nor  did  Assistant  .\ Merman  Ilonlon  make  the  reply 
in  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Lowbcr.  If  he  did,  1  have  no 
recollection  of  it. 

It  is  utterly  nntruo.  nsstatcil  in  'Sly.  T.owber's  examina- 
tion on  the  alleged  information  of  Assi.-tant  Alderman 
Bouton,  that  1  have  ri'iteratcd  demands  for  paymentwhich 
if  unless  made,  1  would  have  Lowbcr  prosccuicd,  and  tho 
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bulkhead  taken  up  and  removed,  or  that  1  ever  conveyed 
the  idea  to  Assistant  Alderman  Bouton,  or  to  any  per- 
son whatever,  that  not  a  less  sum  than  three  thousand  dol- 
lars to  five  thousand  dollars  would  satisfy  me. 

I  never  made  any  demand  for  money  directly  or  indi- 
rectly; I  never  conveyed  the  idea  to  any  person,  that  I 
expected  any  money  whatever,  in  relation  to  the  sulject, 
and  every  allegation  contained  in  Mr.  Lowber's  statement 
to  the  c  ntrary,  is  untrue.  It  is  untrue,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  any  refusals  whatever,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Low- 
ber,  at  any  time,  or  on  any  occasion  in  my  position  as  an 
Alderman,  I  endeavored  to  embarrass  his  improvements 
upon  the  property, and  to  impose  burdens  upon  him  which 
were  unnecessary,  uncalled  for  and  illegal. 

I  have  no  knowledge  or  recollection  of  his  having  ever 
made  to  me  any  refusals  whatever,  for  he  had  no  oppor- 
tunity or  occasion  of  doing  so.  In  my  difiVrent  motions 
for  opening  streets,  and  regulating  and  grading  streets, 
affecting  the  property,  and  my  proceedings  in  relation  to 
resolutions  directing  piers  to  be  built  to  accommodate  a 
ferry,  and  in  all  my  proceedings  affecting  that  property,  I 
was  entirely  guided  by  a  sense  of  duty. 

I  recollect  having  had  several  conversations  with  Mr. 
Shepherd  Knapp,  in  relation  to  the  piers  at  the  foot  of 
Fourteenth  street.  East  river. 

In  these  conversations  I  remember  saying  to  Mr.  Knapp 
"  Have  you  got  it  ail  right  with  Brisley."  What  I  meant 
by  that,  was  this;  the  report  in  favor  of  the  piers  had  been 
prepared  and  signed  by  me,  aud  was  in  the  posscssiou  of 
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Aldermaa    Brisloy,  who  wa3   associated  with   mc  on   the 
Conjmittee  of  Wliarvcs,  Piers  and  Slips. 

Alderman  IJrisley  represented  a  ward  on  the  Xorth 
river  side,  and  I  represented  a  ward  on  the  East  river 
side.  It  was  desirable  to  get  Mr.  Brisley  to  join  in  the  re- 
port, so  as  to  get  it  before  the  Board,  and  fearing  Mr. 
Biisley  might  be  reluctant  to  sign  the  report,!  wished  Mr. 
Knapp  to  use  his  personal  influence  with  him  to  favor  the 
piers.  That  was  the  only  reason  why  I  used  the  expres- 
sion of  making  it  all  riglit  with  i'rislcy.  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge of  any  money  or  the  i)roinise  of  any  money  being 
given  to  any  member  of  the  Common  Council  to  influence 
his  vote,  in  relation  to  any  matter  or  grant  from  the  Cor- 
poration, nor  any  proceeding  in  cither  Board. 

WESLEY  SMITH. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  0th  ) 
day  of  January,  lyo4.     [ 

F.  11.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  37. 
City  arid  County  of  A^cw York,  ss: — Abraii.vm  R.  Law- 
rence, of  the  city  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
as  follows: — I  reside  at  No.  77  East  Fifteenth  street;  am 
engaged  in  no  business  at  present;  I  sold  to  the  Corporation 
of  the  city  of  New  York  some  land  on  Great  Barn  Island, 
in  the  Twelfih  Ward  of  this  city,  about  sixty-nine  acres 
and  some  perches,  and  my  .■^Ir.irc  of  the  water  grant,  run- 
ning three  hundred  feet  into  the  East  river,  in  front  of  the 
water  lots  of  said  land,  for  one  hundred  and  three  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and  some  cents;  it  was 
sold  for  ouc  thousand  live  hundred  dollaia  per  acrcj  I  re- 
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ceivod  from  the  Comj)troller  one  Imndrcd  and  throe  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  lifty  dollars.  I  ni;ide  the  nei^oti- 
ation  to  sell  the  land  throu^i^h  Alexander  McCotter,  whose 
office  is  in  Fulton  street,  in  a  building  known  as  the  Sun 
Buildings;  I  had  conversations  with  Alderman  Tiemann 
on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  that  property  before  it  was 
sold;  1  cannot  say  how  long  before,  possibly  about  a 
month  before;  Ticraann  wanted  to  beat  me  down  in  price; 
I  did  not  name  any  price  to  Alderman  Tiemann;  1  had 
sold  to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  about  two  years 
before,  some  land  on  the  same  island,  at  one  thousand  dol- 
lars per  acre;  the  amount  I  paid  McCotter  out  of  the  pur- 
chase money  was  between  eighteen  thousand  dollars  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars;  I  never  attended  any  meeting 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Cori  oration  on  the  subject  of  the 
sale  of  this  property,  nor  did  any  Committee  or  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council  have  any  conversation  with 
me  on  the  subject  of  this  sale,  except  Alderman  Tiemann, 
as  above  stated;  I  know  of  no  means  or  inducements  that 
McCotter  used  with  any  member  of  the  Board,  or  any 
other  person,  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  this  land. 

A.  R.  LAWRENCE. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  22d 
day  of  March,  lbt>3. 

F.  R.  Ti I.LOU,  Recorder. 


No.  38. 
City  and  County  of  JfewYork,  ss: — Alexander  McCot- 
ter, of  the  city  of  New   York,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and   says  as  follows:  — I  reside  on  the  Second  avenue,  be- 
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twecn  Eightieth  and  Eighty-first  streets;  lam  engaged  in 
real  estate  and  farming;  1  was  the  agent  for  negotiating 
the  sale  of  land  of  Mr.  Lawrence  to  the  Corporati  n,  on 
Great  Barn  Island;  the  negotiation  on  the  part  of  the 
Corporation,  was  conducted  by  Alderman  Tweed,  and  As- 
sistant Alderman  Bouton  and  Alderman  Tiemann,  and  'I 
believe,  Assistant  Alderman  McGown  spoke  to  mc  on  the 
subject.  Alderman  Tiemann  hsd  several  conversations 
with  me  on  the  sulject;  the  principal  persons  wiili  whom 
I  negotiated  the  sale  were  Alderman  Tiemann,  Alderman 
Tweed  and  Assistant  Alderman  Bouton;  I  did  lay  out 
money  to  aid  mc  in  clTccting  the  sale;  after  vai-ious  cfl'orts 
of  mine  to  eflcct  the  sale  of  the  property  to  the  Corpora- 
tion for  a  long  time,  a  Mr.  De  Mott,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Bureau  of  Assessments  of  the  Corporation,  called  on 
me.  and  seemed  to  be  acquainted  with  the  difliculties  under 
whiclrl  had  labored  in  trying  to  ellect  the  sale,  or  aware 
of  the  dcluy,  and  said,  now,  if  you  will  give  me  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  1  will  guarantee  that  the  bargain  shall  be 
consummatid;  1  declined,  at  first,  and  told  him  I  con- 
sidered it  an  unreasonable  commission.  After  rcllecting 
on  the  subject  some  two  or  three  days,  and  having  some 
two  or  three  interviews  with  him  in  the  intermediate  time, 
I  assented  to  it;  the  price  I  then  held  the  property  at  was 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  an  acre;  the  sale  was  afterwards 
effected  at  that  lale;  I  gave  Mr.  Dc  Mott  an  onlcr  on  Mr. 
Lawrence  ty  pay  him,  Mr.  De  Molt,  ten  thousand  dollars, 
if  so  much  money,  belonging  to  mc,  should  come  into  his 
hands,  arising  out  of  the  sale  of  the  Ward's  Island  pro- 
perty; '.hat  was  iIh;  jjurjiort  of  the  order,  and  the  under- 
standing between  us.  This  order  was  given  sometime 
before  the   Committee  reported  in  favor  of  the  purchase; 
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Mr.  De  Mott  afterward  received  that  amoi  nt  from  Mr. 
Lawrence;  I  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Lawrence  or  myself 
gave  him  the  money;  it  was  done  at  the  same  time  Mr. 
Lawrence  paid  me;  all  the  money  I  paid  for  negotiating 
this  sale  was  this  ten  thousand  dollars;  Mr.  De  Mott  never 
told  me  in  what  way  he  was  going  to  use  this  money;  I 
knew,  at  that  time,  that  Mr.  De  Mott  was  connected  with 
one  of  the  departments  of  the  city  government;  witness 
wishes  to  add,  that  Alderman  Tiemann  oljjected  to  the 
price,  and  thought  it  was  too  high;  that  deponent  pointed 
out  to  him  several  advantages  that  the  property  possessed 
and  the  facility  with  which  more  land  could  be  made,  by 
filling  in,  and  desired  that  Alderman  Tiemann  would  go 
up  and  look  at  the  land  himself,  which  he  promised  to  do; 
that  afterwards  Alderman  Tiemann  told  him  vhat  he  had 
seen  the  land,  and  thought  more  favorably  of  it,  but  still 
thought  that  fifteen  hundred  dollars  an  acre  was  too  large 
a  price.  Alderman  Tweed  and  Assistant  iVlderman  Bou- 
ton  immediately  after  called  on  me  and  urged  me  to  take 
less;  I  declined,  and  shortly  after  the  report  was  made. 


A.  McCOTTER. 


Sworn,  before  me,  this  22d  ) 
day  of  March,  1853.         $ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  39. 

City  and  County  of  JYeio  YorIc,ss: — Jonathan  Stearns, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  am  the 
Warden  of  Randall's  Island.  At  the  request  of  Mr. 
Schureman   Halstead,  one  of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms- 


Doc.  No.  55  )  1:84 

house,  I  went  to  look  out  for  porac  property  suitable  for  a 
city  cemetery;  I  fouml  a  suitable  place  on  Ward's,  or 
Great  Barn  island,  belonging,  as  I  understood,  to  Mr. 
Lawrence;  I  reported  this  to  Mr.  Ilal^tead,  who  had  de- 
sired me  to  try  and  obtain  the  refusal  of  such  place  as  I 
miirht  iind;  I  preferred  not  doing  so,  as  I  held  an  official 
situation,  but  called  upon  Mr.  Alexander  McCotter  and 
named  it  to  him,  telling  him  he  might  as  well  have  the 
agency  of  selling  the  pi'opcrty;  he  said  he  was  obliged  to 
mc,  and  that  he  would  call  upon  Mr.  Lawrence  on  the 
subject;  !McCottcr  became  the  agent  of  Mr.  Lawrence  in 
negotiating  tlie  sale  of  this  property,  and  was  about 
twenty-six  months  negotiating  the  sale  to  the  city;  before 
the  t'ale  to  the  city  I  h  aned  Mr.  McCotter  some  money, 
which  he  returned  lo  me  after  the  sale,  and  made  me  a 
present,  as  a  comjiliment  for  giving  him  the  information 
which  led  to  his  becoming  thcagciitof  Mr.  Lawrence  in  the 
sale;  Mr.  McCotter  inlbrnied  me  lie  had  received  a  com- 
mission, for  fuelling  the  property,  fro^n  Mr.  Lawrence,  of 
about  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  that  a  portion  of  it  he 
had  paid  to  a  Mr.  De  Mott,  viz:  ten  thousand  dollars;  the 
amount  Mr.  McCotter  gave  me.  as  a  com]diment.  was  over 
two  thousand  dollars;  I  don't  know  of  Mr.  McCotter's 
giving  any  one  else  any  money;  Mr.  McCotter  never  told 
me  for  what  service  he  1iad  given  Mr  De  Mott  the  ten 
thousand  doHurs;  my  i-eason  for  calling  upon  ^L•.  McCot- 
ter in  relation  to  this  Itus'ness  was,  that  he  was  an  old 
fr.end  of  mine,  and  1  knew  him  to  be  a  land  agent;  I  only 
knew  the  laul  on  W'artl'?;  Island  l)elonged  to  Mi-.  Lawrence 
throiigh  a  Mr.  lliilikcr,  who  icsided  on  NN'ard's  1-land;  I 
wroie  to  Mr.  llal-t'iid,  and  .Mr.  McLau::hlin,  anoih  r  one 
of  the   governors,  ihiit  the  land  Lclonged    to   Mr.    Law- 
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rence,  and  was  for  sale.     I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  Mr.  McCotter  negotiated  the  sale. 

JONA.  STEARNS. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  Tth 
day  of  July,  1853. 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  40. 
City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — John  S.  ETrLLiKER, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside 
on  Ward's  Island;  a  short  time  before  the  sale  of  the  land 
on   Ward's   Island  was  made  to  the  city  for   a  Potter's 
field,  and  the  same  season  of  its  sa!e,  Mr.  ilcCotter   and 
Colonel  Stearns,  the  Warden  of   Randall's  Island,  came  to 
Ward's  Island  in  company  with  another  gentleman,  whom 
I  don't  know,  and  spoke  to  me  on  the  subject  of  the  sale; 
Mr.  McCotter  told  me  he  was  the  agent  of  the  owner  for 
the  sale  of  it,  and  both  he  and   Colonel  Stearns  told  me 
that  they  were  negotiating  with  the  Common  Council  for 
the   sale    of  it;  Colonel   Stearns   had   frequently   before 
spoken  to  me  about  the  sale  of  the  property,  and  said  he 
supposed  ihe  Corporation  would  buy  it.     Oh  the  occasion 
of  Mr.  McCotter's  being  there,  McCotter  solicited  me   to 
use  my  influence  with  the  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil; Mr.  McCotter  said  if  he  succeeded  in  selling  to   the 
city  I  should   be  remunerated  for  my  trouble;  I  -never 
heard  him  say  the  price  of  the  land,  and  did  not  know  the 
price   until  I  saw  the  resolution  of  the  Common  Council 
giving  one   thousand  five  hundred  dollars  an  acre  for  it; 
Mr.  McCotter  never  did  remunerate  rae;  I  never  did  any 
thing;  after  the  purchase  Mr.  McCotter  called  at  my  wife's 
house,  on  the  island,  in  company  with  a  Committee  of  the 
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Common  Council;  Alderman  Bard,  -who  was  with  them, 
told  me  they  were  a  committee;  they  called  to  see  Mrs. 
Hilliker,  my  wife,  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  her  property 
on  the  island;  1  was  present;  no  sale  was  effected;  she 
asked  eight  thousand  dollars  for  her  property,  between 
two  and  three  acres;  the  buildings,  dock  and  improve- 
ments are  worth  about  three  thousand  dollars;  they 
could  not  be  built  for  that;  it  is  surrounded  by  the  prop- 
erty purchased  by  the  city,  with  tlie  exception  of  the 
road  that  runs  into  the'  rear  of  it;  it  has  a  water  front 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  feet  six  inches;  I  have 
had  no  communication  with  either  McCotter  or  Stearns 
since;  I  never  received  any  money  from  the  sale  of 
the  proi)crty  to  the  city;  I  have  heard  Mr.  William 
0.  Webb,  the  keeper  of  Potter's  field,  say  he  received  one 
hundred  dollars  from  the  sale  of  the  property;  I  heard  no 
one  else  say  he  received  any  money  from  the  sale  of  it. 

There  was  one  piece  of  property  that  once  belonged 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  a  piece  of  about 
four  acres,  which  they  bought  from  Watson  E.  Law- 
rence, and  which  was  included  in  this  sale  of  Abra- 
ham R.  Lawrence;  it  is  swampy  land,  is  not  worih  lifty 
dollars  an  acre;  there  was  also  included  in  the  sale  of 
Abraham  K.Lawrence,  about  thirty  acres, which  formerly 
belonged  to  Mr.  Henderson,  of  Philadelphia,  which,  on 
the  average  was  worth,  about  the  time  of  the  sale  to  the 
city,  in  my  jmlgment,  about  eight  hundred  dollars  an  acre, 
and  not  more;  there  was  ten  acres,  also  included  in  the 
sale,  which  formerly  belonged  to  John  F.  Liiwrcnce,  and 
which  was  then  worth,  in  my  judgment,  about  six  hundred 
dollars  an  acre,  and  not  more;  at  the  time  of  the  sale  to 
the  city  it  was  worth,  in  my  judgment,  about  eight  hundred 
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dollars  an  acre;  1  consider  the  price  given  for  the  whole 

property,  to  Mr.  Lawrence  a  high  price. 

JOHN  S.  HILLIKER. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  12th  ] 
day  of  September,  1853.     ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  41. 

City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — James  TniPSON, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  am 
Auditor  in  the  Comptroller's  office  of  this  city;  the  annex- 
ed paper  marked  exhibit  A,  is  the  original  warrant 
issued  for  the  payment  of  the  land  on  Ward's  Island,  pur- 
chased by  the  Corporation  from  Abraham  R.  Lawrence; 
the  same  is  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Comptroller's  office. 

JAMES  TIMPSON,  Auditor. 
Sworn   before   me,  this    3J  ) 

day  of  September,  1853.    f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
Exhibit  A,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition. 
EXHIBIT  A. 

a.      New  York,  June  22,  1^52.      No.  3068.       $103,150. 

To  the  Treasurer  of  the  city  of  New  York,  at  the 
.£J  Mechanics'  Bank. 

^  pay  Abraham  R.  Lawrence,  or  order, 

-^  One  hundred  and  three  thousand  four  hundred  and 
(^  fifty  doUurs,  for  the  purchase  of  land  on  Ward's  Island. 
Countersigned. 

A.  C.  KiNGSLAND,  Mayor. 
D.  T.  Valentine,  Clerk. 

JOS.^R.  TAYLOR,  Comptroller. 
(Endorsed.) 

A.  R.  Lawrence. 
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No.  4:\ 

City  and  County  of  Kew  F^r.V,  m;— Wii.i.iam  Cockckopt, 
boin^  duly  aninnod  say.s — I  reside  Xo.  105  East  Broadway; 
I  am  by  jirofes-ioii  a  jdiysician;  I  do  not  practice  much 
now,  but  I  am  engaged  in  ihc  lion  liusincss. 

I  was  one  of  the  gi-antees  of  the  Catlinrinc  street  ferry; 
Georfrc  O.  'I'aylor  was  my  associate:  I  became  an  appli- 
cant for  th:"  grant  at  my  own  instance;  Mr.  Taylor  became 
an  apjdicanl  with  me,  whether  at  my  request  or  his  I  do 
not  recullect,  but  my  best  impression  is  ii  was  at  my  re- 
quest; he  was  an  old  and  intimate  friend  of  mine,  a  U  hig, 
and  I  a  Democrat,  an  1  brot!  er  of  the  city  Comptroller, 
and  I,  as  a  physician,  had  attended  the  families  of  the 
Taylors;  after  the  aj>pIication  was  referred  to  tlic  Ferry 
Committee,  I  received  a  notice  to  make  my  oiler  in  writ- 
ing, and  send  it,  under  senl,  to  the  Committee,  through  Mr. 
Valentine,  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council;  I  did  so, 
and  offered  sixteen  thousand  dollars  a  year,  foi-  ten  years, 
under  such  restrictions  as  the  Common  Council  had  dic- 
tated or  prescrilied;  no  person  knew  the  bid  I  had  put  in 
but  myself,  nor  did  I  know  that  of  any  other  persons. 

It  was  awai'di'd,  by  ilio  Committee,  to  Mr.  Taylor  and 
myself.  Alter  ihe  grant  had  passeil  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  was  pending  in  the  Hoard  of  iVssistants,  the  Ferry 
Committee  of  that  Board  delayed  to  make  a  report,  and  I 
agreed  to  lend  Mr.  '  harles  Francis,  then  not  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars, 
(which  money  he  was  to  return  to  me,)  for  his  inlluenee  in 
inducing  the  Committee  to  report  on  the  subject  of  my  ap- 
plication; 1  loaned  him  afterwards  live  hundred  dollars 
more,  fur  the  same  olject;  this  was  also  loaned  to  him  at 
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a  tiine  when  he  was  not  a  monibcr  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil; Mr.  Francis  is  a  saddie  and  liainc^^s  maker,  and  he 
had  failed  in  his  business,  and  I  have  had  harness  of  him 
ever  since,  which  is  charged  to  me,  on  account  of  the  money 
I  have  so  loaned  to  him. 

W.  COCKCROFT. 

AfiBrmed  before  me,  this  12th  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  43. 

City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — George  G.  Taylor, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:— I  reside 
No.  78  Eldridge  street;  I  am  Secretiny  of  the  Bowery  In- 
surance company;  I  was  one  of  the  graniees  of  the 
Catharine  street  ferry;  Dr.  William  Cockcroft  was  the 
other  grantee;  we  were  the  only  two;  we  were  ajiplicants 
for  the  grant;  I  became  one  of  the  applicants  at  the  re- 
quest of  Dr.  Cockcroft. 

He  is  not  related  to  me,  and  gave  no  particular  reason 
to  me  why  he  wished  me  to  become  one  of  the  applicants; 
our  application  was  simply  for  the  grant,  without  stating 
any  terms. 

It  was  referred  to  the  Ferry  Committee  of  the  Board  of 
Aldermen;  1  never  attended  any  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Ferry  Committee;  the  next  I  heard  of  it  was.  Dr.  Cock- 
croft called  on  me,  and  stated  that  the  Committee  had  writ- 
ten him  a  note,  and  desired  to  know  what  they  would  be 
willing  to  give  per  year,  fur  a  ten  year's  grant  of  the 
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ferry;  I  think  the  note  to  Dr.  Cockcroft  stated,  that  our 
offer  must  be  inclosed  in  an  envelope,  and  left  with  Mr. 
Valentine,  for  the  Ferry  Committee. 

It  was  so  done,  and  our  offer  was  sixteen  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year,  for  ten  years. 

The  next  I  lieard  or  knew  about  it  was,  that  the  Com- 
mittee had  awarded  the  grant  to  us,  as  the  highest  bidders; 
theic  were  several  other  apjdicants  for  the  grant;  John 
Coger  was  one,  William  S.  Duke  was  another,  and  others 
whose  names  I  don't  recollect;  I  don't  know  whether  Dr. 
Cockcroft  used  any  means  to  procure  the  grant;  he  never 
told  me  any  thing  ab'  ut  any  means  he  used  towards  pro- 
curing the  grant,  cxccjjt  that  he  had  spoken  to  sonic  of  the 
Aldermen,  whom  he  knew,  on  the  subject;  after  the  grant 
was  ordered,  it  was  drawn  up,  engrossed,  and  ready  for 
execution,  before  it  was  submitted  to  me;  I  read  it,  before" 
I  signed  it,  and,  Avithin  a  few  minutes  after  executed  it. 

I  don't  know  that  the  terms  of  the  lease  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  Dr.  Cockcroft.  before  he  executed  it;  we  signed 
it  the  same  day;  I  don't  remember  wheiher  1  ^;igned  it  at 
my  office  or  at  the  Coniptrollei-'s  ollice. 

I  don't  remember  the  particulars  about  it;  Dr.  Cockcroft 
did  the  business  principally. 

The  old  lease  of  the  ferry,  to  ]>owne,  had  sometime  to 
run,  and  we  contcmjjlated  to  run  the  ferry  ourselves,  when 
our  term  should  commence;  after  the  grant  was  made,  we 
sold  out  for  twenty  thousand  dollars  less  the  interest, 
from  the  time  the  money  was  paid,  uj)  to  the  time  of  the 
commcucement  of  the  lease;  the  day  1  do  not  now  romem- 


1291  (Doc.  No.  55. 

ber;  I  have  the  date  at  home;  the  amount  was  divided  be- 
tween Dr.  Cockcroft  and  myself  ;  we  sold  out  to  Caleb  S. 
Woodhull,  formerly  Mayor  of  the  city. 

Dr.  Cockcroft  did  not,  at  the  time  we  divided  the  money, 
make  any  claim  for  any  cx[)enditure  made  by  him  on  ac- 
count of  the  lease*  we  divided  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
equally;  the  money  I  received  I  kept,  and  did  not  divide 
it  with  any  one;  the  arrangement  of  the  sale  was  made  by 
Dr..  Cockcroft,  he  reported  it  to  me;  I  don't  know  why  the 
covenant  requiring  us,  the  grantees,  to  purchase  the  old 
boats,  &c.,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Bowne 
lease  came  to  be  omitted  in  our  grant;  if  it  had  been  con- 
tained in  it,  I  can't  say  whether  I  would  have  executed  the 
grantor  not;  my  brother  was,  at  that  time,  Comptroller  of 
the  city;  I  have  no  knowledge,  directly  or  indirectly,  from 
Dr.  Cockcroft,  or  any  one  else,  as  to  any  means  used  by 
him,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  that  grant. 


G.  G.  TAYLOR. 


Sworn  before  me,  this 
12th  day  of  July,  1853. 


F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  44. 


City  and  County  of  Mew  York,  ss: — Caleb  S.  Wood- 
hull,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I 
reside  No.  25  Washington  place;  the  lease  of  Catharine 
street  ferry,  was  assigned  to  me  by  Dr.  William  Cockcroft 
and  George  G.  Taylor,  who  is  the  brother  of  the  late 
Comptroller,  Joseph  R.  Taylor. 
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It  wa?  assiurnod  to  nic  in  the  fall  of  llio  year  1*^.")1;  the 
lease  was  as-i<riiC(l  to  iiu'  in  altout  a  inoiitli  after  ilie  time  I 
think  they  became  leasees;  I  jiaid  ulxiul  twenty  thousand 
dollars  for  it;  when  I  took  the  assi^iiimcnt  <»f  tlie  li-ase  1  did 
not  intend  to  IkjM  tin-  siiid  lease;  1  had  a  |Miri'liaser  i-ca(iy 
to  take  it  at  the  time  I  took  the  as.-ignment;  Bidkley  and 
Smith.  Were  suth  jiiircliasers;  the  first  name  ol"  Smith  is 
Cyrus  p..  and  Mi-.  I'.nlkley  is  of  the  firm  of  I'ulkley,  Cla- 
flin  it  Co.;  their  (d»ject,  as  I  understood  was  to  hold  the 
lease,  anil  lun  the  ferry  theinscdves;  the  lessees  of  the  old 
lease  which  exjiired  when  the  above  lease  was  granted, 
were  Saiiiucl  Bowne  and  his  brother,  both  of  whom  are 
now  deceased,  as  1  have  understood. 

I  do  not  know  that  the  Bownes  were  to  be  interested  in 
the  now  lease;  Bulkley  <t  Snith,  as  I  understand,  arc  now 
runnini:  the  said  ferry;  Bulkley  «fc  Smith  bceaine  the  assig- 
nees of  the  Bownes,  as  I  have  been  informed;  sul)sequcnt 
to  the  grant  to  Tayloi-  ct  Cockroft  and  subseiiuent  to  the 
.'is-ignment  to  me  and  my  assignment  to  them;  Bowne's 
lease  at  the  time  of  my  purchase  had  some  time  to  run;  my 
impression  is,  that  my  attention  was  not  called  to  the  omis- 
sion of  the  clnu-e  in  the  lease  to  Cockcroft  «fc  Taylor  to 
purchase  the  boats  of  the  |)reccding  lessees;  no  person 
■was  interested  in  the  lease  at  the  lime  I  purchased  it. 

I  was  load  to  purchJlso  this  ferry  from  conversations 
I  had  previcnsly  had  with  Mr.  Smith,  with  the  expect- 
ation that  Mr.  Smith  would  sub-eciucntly  become  the 
Tiurchascr:  Dr.  Cockcroft,  who  is  a  brother-iu  law  of 
niino,  was  lead  to  etnbarking  into  the  lease  from  his 
acquaintance  with  George  G  Taylor  and  members  of  the 
Common  Council  aud  others,  as  I  suppose;  I  realized  about 
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ten  thousand  dollars  out  of  the  lease  over  and  above  what 
I  paid. 

C.  S.  WOODHULL. 
Sworn  before  me.  tliis  8th  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  I 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  45. 
City  and  County  of  JSTew  York,  ss: — C  YRUS  P.  Smith,  being 
duly  svvorn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  in  the 
city  of  i-rooklyn,  and  am  a  Counsellur  at  Law;  I  am  now 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Catharine  street  ferry;  and 
am  associated  with  William  F.  Bulklcy,  and  we  are  the 
sole  proprietors;  we  purchased  the  grant  from  Caleb  S. 
Woodhul!.  who  was  the  assignee  of  Cockcroft  &  Taylor, 
who  were  the  grantees;  the  first  I  heard  of  the  lease  being 
for  sale,  Mr.  WoodhuU  called  upon  me  to  talk  about  it;  I 
did  not  know  then  to  whom  the  lease  had  been  granted. 

Cockcroft  and  Taylor  have  no  interest  now  in  the  ferry; 
Mr.  Bulklcy  and  myself  are  the  only  persons  having  any 
interest  in  it. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  lease  granted  to  Cockcroft  & 
Taylor  requiring  them  or  their  assigns  to  take  the  boats 
employed  under  ihe  old  lease,  but  a  provision  that  new 
boats  like  the  smaller  l)oats  employed  on  the  Fulton  ferry 
should  be  run  on  this  ferry  under  this  lease;  iho  date  of 
the  a>signment  of  Wooilliull  to  myself  and  Bulklcy,  is 
dated  20111  December,  1851.  consideration,  twenty-one  thou- 
sand dollars;  the  lease  from  this  city  to  Cockcroft  it  'lay- 
lor,  is  dated  Hih  Octoljer,  1851 ;    the  above  assignment  to 

f 
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myself  and  Bulkley,  is  recorded  in  the  Register's  office,  of 
this  city,  in  Lilicr  595  of  Conveyances,  page  191,  Februarj 
25,  1852;  and  the  lease  to  Cockcroft<fe  Taylor,  is  recorded 
in  the  Register's  office  in  this  city,  in  Liber  595  of  Convey- 
ances, page  192,  the  25th  February.  1852;  the  assignment 
of  Cockcroft  &  Taylor,  to  Caleb  S.  Woodhull,  is  dated  20th 
December,  1851,  and  is  recorded  in  the  Register's  office  in 
this  city,  in  Liber  595,  Conveyances,  page  190,  the  25th 
February,  1852. 

Mr.  Bulkley  and  myself  purchased  the  remaining  term 
of  tiie  lease  to  Samuel  Bowne,  from  the  city,  for  that  ferry, 
for  the  consideration  of  tliirtN-fivc  thousand  dollars,  which 
expired  on  the  1st  May,  1853;  assignment  of  same  by 
Samuel  Bowne,  by  G.  W.  Bowne,  his  attorney,  now  pro- 
duced, (marked  exhibit  A.,  F.  R.  T.,)  dated  24th  March, 
1852,  not  recorded. 

For  the  above  assignment,  for  the  three  ferry  boats, 
bl.icksniith  sho|i,  carjientcr'.'?  shop  and  tools  and  coal,  a 
block  of  ground  at  Brooklyn,  ferry-houses  and  every  thing 
belonging  to  the  ferry,  we  i)aid  in  all  sixty-five  thousand 
dollars;  we  paid  somewhere  about  thirty  thousand  dollars 
to  Mr.  Woodhull,  for  his  assignment  of  the  lease;  Mr. 
Woodhull  first  called  on  me  in  reirard  to  the  purchase  of 
the  lease  about  two  weckn  before  the  assignment  to  us;  I 
had  been  connected  with  I'rooklyn  ferries  many  years  be- 
fore, which  he  kn<'w,  and  this  application,  after  subsequent 
interviews  with  him,  resulted  in  its  purchase  on  or  about 
the  date  o!  the  assignment  to  us. 

My  attention  was  called  by  Mr.  "Woodhull,  to  the  fact, 
or  by  the  examination  of  papers  which  were  handed  me  by 
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Mr.  Woodhull,  that  there  was  an  omission  of  the  clause  in 
regard  to  purchasing  the  boats  from  the  preceding  lessees; 
this  omission  made  part  of  the  inducement  to  purchase. 

I  never  had  any  conversation  with  eiiher  Cockcroft  or 
Taylor,  the  grantees,  on  the  subject  of  the  lease,  nor  had 
I  any  conversation  witn  Taylor,  the  former  Comptroller, 
on  the  subject. 

We  have  been  paid  by  the  city  twenty-three  thousand 
dollars,  for  the  three  boats  under  the  Bowne  lease. 

The  reason  why  we  purchased  the  Bowne  lease,  which 
had  nearly  a  year  to  run,  was  that  Mr.  Bowne  was  in  fee- 
ble health,  and  to  enable  us  to  re-build  the  racks,  floats  and 
bridges  and  ferry -houses  to  conform  to  the  new  bo  ts  which 
we  were  require  i  to  put  on  ihe  ferry,  on  the  1st  May,  1.^53; 
we  purchased  of  Mr.  Bowne,  to  be  in  possession  earlier 
than  the  new  lease  would  give  us  the  right:  I  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  lease  was 
granted  to  Cockcroft  &  Taylor,  and  all  the  information 
which  I  had  of  the  grant  I  derived  from  Document  No.  37  of 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  May  23,  1«.51,  which  was  handed 
me  by  Mr.  Woodhull,  in  one  of  his  interviews  with  me  on 
the  subject. 

No  person  but  myself  and  Mr.  Bulkley  are  directly  or 
indirectly  interested  in  this  lease. 

C.  P.  SMITH. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  Gth    } 
.    day  of  July,  l6o3.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  40. 

City  and  County  of  jVtw  York,  ss: — WlLLlAM  F.  BULK* 
LEY,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I 
reside  No.  .")3  I'ieiicitunt  street.  Brooklyn;  I  am  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  ferry  rniminp:  from  Catharine  !-trect, 
this  city,  to  Main  street,  Brooklyn;  the  lease  of  that  ferry 
was  assigned  Uy  Culel)  S.  Woodhiill,  to  Cyrus  P.  Smith 
and  myself;  I  had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Woodhull 
prior  to  our  purchase  of  (he  ferry;  1  had  no  conversations 
■wiih  either  'i'aylor  or  Cockcroft,  the  original  grantees  of 
this  lease,  j)rior  to  our  purchase  from  Woodhull;  and  I 
liad  no  interviews  with  any  of  the  i)arties  concerned  in  the 
lease  prior  to  our  jiurchase;  1  was  led  to  join  in  the  pur- 
chase by  my  friend,  Mr.  Smith,  who  made  the  proposition 
to  me.  and  told  me  the  lea.<e  could  be  bought  for  twenty 
or  thirty  thousand  dollars,  from  Woodhull. 

I  did  not  know  who  were  the  original  grantees  from  the 
Corporation:  I  did  not  know  either  Cockcroft  or  Taylor 
by  sight,  and  I  only  knew  Woodhull  liy  sight. 

I  autluirized  Mr.  Siniih  to  luirchase  the  lease  for  us 
jointly;  1  was  not  then  engage<i  in  any  business  with  Mr. 
Smith;  the  whole  neg.itiaiion  for  the  purchase  was  con- 
ducted liy  Mr.  Smith,  and  I  took  no  part  in  it. 

Thirty  thousand  dtdlarswas  paid  for  it;  this  we  thought 
a  reasonable  price  for  the  Ua.-e;  we  thought  so  then,  and 
that  we  would  make  money  Ity  it,  but  we  have  changed 
our  minds  .«incc.  I  ne\cr  had  any  conversation  with  anv 
of  the  members  of  the  Common  Couneil  of  this  citv  in  re- 
gard to  the  purchase  ul  iho  Icaco  before  purchasing  it,  and 
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its  purchase,  on  my  part,  was  in  entire  good  faith;  I  was  in 
Europe  at  the  time  the  lease  was  granted. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  meetings  of  any  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  and  Mr.  Smith  in  relation  to 
the  lease  or  its  purchase,  and  know  of  none  in  relation  to 
the  grant;  Mr.  Smith  and  myself  still  own  the  lease;  I 
know  that  the  original  grant  was  made  to  Cockcroft  & 
Taylor,  by  them  assigned  to  Caleb  S.  Woodhull,  and  by 
him  assigned  to  us;  the  assignments  were  made  on  or  about 
the  day  of  their  dates;  I  have  no  knowledge  why  the 
clause  requiring  the  lessees  to  purchase  the  boats  from  the 
preceding  lessees  was  left  out. 

Q. — Do  you  know  of  any  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of  this  city  having  received,  directly  or  indirectly,  any 
money  to  influence  his  vote  on  the  subject  of  the  lease  to 
Messrs.  Cockcroft  &  Taylor,  above  mentioned  ? 

^.— No. 

Q. — Did  you,  or  any  one  on  your  behalf,  pay,  give  or 
part  with,  to  any  member  of  the  Common  Council,  any 
money,  property,  or  valuable  thing,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fluencing the  vote  of  any  member  thereof  in  favor  of  the 
last  mentioned  lease? 


.5.— No. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  12th 


W.  F.  BULKLEY. 


12th) 
day  of  September,  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


f 
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No.  47. 

City  and  County  of  J\''ew  York,ss: — "William  Cockcroft. 
being  duly  affirmed,  says:  I  reside  No.  105  East  Broad- 
way; since  my  examination,  on  the  12tli  inst.,  I  find,  on  re- 
ferring to  my  clicck-ljook,  that  I  loaned  Alderman  Francis 
'  one  hundred  and  twcnty-Gve  dollars,  instead  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty -five  dollars,  in  the  first  instance. 

I  am  very  sure  the  five  hundred  dollars  which  I  loaned 
Mr.  Francis  was  not  to  be  given  to  Alderman  Smith, 
or  any  portion  of  it,  by  my  directions;  on  reference  to  my 
check-book,  I  find  the  entry  in  the  margin  for  that  sum  aj^ 
follows:  "  Chas.  Francis  five  hundred  dollars."  On  refer- 
ence to  the  checks,  I  find  the  check  for  five  hundred  dol- 
lars is  dated  June  17,  1851;  and  the  one  for  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars,  July  2d,  1851;  the  last  endorsed 
"  C.  Francis,"  in  ink,  and  "  G.  Caplin,"  in  pencil-mark: 
the  first  endorsed  "George  Caplin,  in  ink.  The  checks 
arc  hereto  annexed. 

W.  COCKCROFT. 

Affirmed    before    me,    this ) 
2Gth  day  of  July,  1853.     ) 

F.  K.  TiLT.or,  Rrcordcr. 

(Copy  checks  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition.) 

New  York,  Julv  2,  1851. 
No. 

tradesmen's   IIAN'K. 

Pay  to  Chas.  Francis  or  order,  one  lunulrcd  and  twenty- 
five  dollars. 
S125.  "NV.  Cockcroft. 

(EndorM-d,)  C.  Fr.ANCis,  G.  Catlix,  (in  pencil.) 
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New  York,  June  IT,  1851. 

c 

W  tradesmen's  bank  of  the  city  of  new  YORK. 

g       Pay  C.  F.,  or  bearer,  five  hundred  dollars. 

a 

I     Dolls.  500.  W.  COCKCROFT. 

c-i  (Endorsed,)  George  Caplin. 


No.  48. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Cyrus  P.  Smith, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  never 
had  any  conversations  with  any  members  of  the  Common 
Council  of  this  city,  prior  to  the  purchase  of  the  ferry 
lease  from  Catharine  street  to  Main  street. 

The  whole  negotiation  for  its  purchase  was  with  Caleb 
S.  WoodhuU,  from  whom  Mr.  Bulkley  and  myself  pur- 
chased it. 

C.  P.  SMITH. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  12th  ) 

day  of  September,  1853.    j 

P.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  49. 

City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — Abraham  J.  Berry, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  in 
Williamsburgh,  and  am  mayor  of  that  city.  I  have  made 
three  several  applications  for  ferries  from  New  York  to 
Williamsburg,  the  last  of  which  resulted  in  a  lease  being 
given  by  the  city  of  New  York  to  Mr.  Hicks  and  myself. 
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from  the  cast  side  of  pier  No.  35,  East  river,  to  or  near 
South  Eleventh  street,  Williamsburgh.  I  have  had  fre- 
quent conversatioLs  with  several  of  the  Aldermen  and 
Assistants  in  relation  to  that  grant  before  it  was  made. 

I  called  on  several  of  the  Aldermen  to  explain  the  na- 
ture of  the  application,  which  was  my  object.  The  most 
prominent  one  I  called  on  was  Assistant  Aldernmn  Mab- 
batt,  and  have  had  several  conversations  with  Alderman 
Tweed,  also  with  Alderman  Pearsall,  Assistant  Alderman 
O'Brien  and  Alderman  Oakley.  The  general  purport  of 
those  conversations  was  invariably  to  explain  the  nature 
of  the  ai>i)lication  and  the  interest  I  had  in  it.  1  also  saw 
Alderman  Bard,  on  which  occasion  I  asked  him  what  ob- 
jection was  made  to  the  application,  and  why  it  was  not 
reported  before.  I  also  saw  Mayor  Kiugsland,  and  ex- 
plained to  him  the  course  I  was  pursuing,  and  the  honesty 
of  my  intentions  in  regard  to  that  application.  I  have 
had  various  conversations  with  Mr.  Hicks,  both  before  and 
after  the  granting  of  the  lease  in  relation  to  it.  After  the 
grant  was  made,  an  attempt  was  made  to  form  a  company, 
under  the  general  law  passed  last  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, to  take  up  the  stock,  and  the  Messrs.  Bocrnms  were 
members  of  that  company. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  either  the  Messrs.  Bocrums 
having  any  notes  discounted  in  the  Broadway  bank  of  this 
city,  or  the  Farmers'  and  Citizens'  bank  of  Williamsburgh, 
I  recollect  introducing  Mr.  Jacob  Bocrum  to  Mr.  Palmer, 
President  of  the  Broadway  bank,  on  one  occasion  before 
he  became  connected  with  the  com|)any  whilst  I  haj)pencd 
to  be  in  the  bank.  This  introduction  may  have  been  dur. 
ing  the  pendency  of  the  application  for   the   ferry.     Mr. 
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Boeriim  couveyed  to  me  the  idea  that  he  wanted  to  obtain 
some  money  from  the  bank  to  make  payments  in  relation 
to  his  own  property.  I  was  never  informed,  by  either  the 
Messrs.  Boerum,  or  by  Mr.  Hicks,  that  they  had  obtained 
discounts  from  the  Broadway  or  the  Farmers'  and  Citizens' 
bank,  in  reference  to  this  grant.  I  have  not  myself  had, 
directly  or  indirectly,  any  hand  in  raising  money  for  the 
purposes  of  obtaining  this  grant,  nor  do  I  know,  of  my 
own  knowledge,  that  any  money  has  been  raised  for  such 
purpose. 

Question.  Have  you  been  informed  by  Mr.  Hicks  that 
money  had  been  raised  by  him  or  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons for  the  purpose  of  procuring  that  grant  ? 

Answer.  I  decline  to  answer  that  question,  because  the 
answer  may  tend  to  criminate  me. 

About  the  time  the  application  for  this  grant  was  pend- 
ing. Alderman  Tweed  was  a  candidate  for  Congress  from 
the  Fifth  Congressional  district.  I  have  no  knowledge 
that  any  promise  had  been  made  to  Alderman  Tweed,  pro- 
vided he  would  vote  for  the  grant.  I  was  not  informed 
so  by  Mr.  Hicks,  or  any  of  the  other  parties;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  know  that  Alderman  Tweed's  nomination  was 
obtained  by  the  influence  of  his  friends  in  the  district,  who 
were  brought  over  to  sustain  him  against  the  influence  of 
Conrad  Schwackhamer. 

Andrew  B.  Hodges,  Jacob  Boerum,  I  think  my  son,  John 
Berry,  B.  B.  Boerum,  Mr.  Hicks  and  myself,  formed  that 
association  for  the  ferry. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of  this  city  having  received,  directly  or  indirectly,  any 
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money,  or  the  promise  of  any  money,  from  any  person  to 
influence  his  vote  on  the  subject  of  the  above-mentioned 
grant  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  you,  or  any  one  on  your  behalf,  pay,  give  or  part 
with,  to  any  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  this  city, 
any  money,  property,  or  valuable  thing  for  the  purpose  of 
influencing  the  vote  of  any  member  thereof  in  favor  of  the 
grant  ? 

Jl.  I  never  have,  nor  do  I  know  of  any  one  having, 
done  so. 

I  only  know  that  the  application  was  urged  l>y  me  in 
good  faith,  and  with  no  inducement  on  my  part,  that  would 
not  justify  an  honest  man  voting  for  it. 

ABM.  J.  BERRY. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  29th  ) 
day  of  September,  1853.         ) 

F.  R.  TiLLor,  Recorder. 


No.  50. 


City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — John  Berry,  being 
duly  sworn,  dcj)Oscs  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  at  No. 
44  South  Ninth  street,  Williamsburgh;  I  am  a  lawyer;  I 
am  acquainted  with  John  J.  Hicks  and  Abraham  J.  Berry. 
Mr.  Berry  is  my  father.  I  had  no  connection  with  the 
grant  of  the  lease  from  tlie  corporation  of  this  city  for  Iho 
ferry  from  Catharine  struct  to  Williamsl)urgh.  1  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  agreement  being  made  with  the  grantees 
of  that  ferry  with  any  members  of  the  Common  Council  of 
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this  city,  previous  to  that  grant  being  made.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  member  cf  the  Common  Council  receiv. 
ing  a  counsel  fee,  with  the  agreement  that  he  was  to  favor 
that  grant.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  money  being 
paid,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  member  of  the  Common 
Council  for  their  votes  in  favor  of  that  grant.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  any  sum  of  money  being  promised  to  any  of 
the  Aldermen  or  Assistant  Aldermen,  or  by  any  persons 
for  them,  for  their  votes  in  favor  of  that  grant. 

I  don't  know  of  any  notes  of  Mr.  Boerum  being  dis- 
counted at  the  Broadway  bank  in  this  city,  and  the  Farm- 
ers' and  Citizens'  bank  at  Williamsburgh,  for  any  purpose. 
I  am  a  director  of  the  company  formed  under  the  lease  for 
that  ferry.  The  only  part  I  took  toward  procuring  the 
grant,  was  to  use  my  influence  with  friends  who  knew  some 
of  the  Aldermen;  some  friends  spoke  to  Alderman  Bard; 
he  was  the  only  one;  I  spoke  personally  to  Alderman 
Tweed;  I  did  not  understand  that  any  promise  was  made 
to  Alderman  Tweed  that  he  should  receive  the  vote  of  the 
Williamsburgh  delegation,  for  his  nomination  to  Congress, 
if  he  would  favor  the  grant.  I  don't  know  that  any  sum 
of  money  was  paid  to  Alderman  Sturtevant  as  a  counsel 
fee,  with  the  view  to  have  his  vote  for  the  grant.  I  have 
been  informed  by  Mr.  Hicks  that  money  was  raised  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  the  grant.  He  conveyed  to  my 
mind  that  the  amount  raised  was  a  large  amount;  he  never 
stated  to  me  how  he  applied  that  money;  I  derived  the 
impression  from  Mr.  Hicks  that  the  money  thus  raised 
was  raised  by  notes  that  were  discounted;  he  did  not  say 
where  they  were  discounted,  but  the  impression  left  on  my 
mind  Avas  that  the  notes  were  discounted  by  banks.    He 
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did  not  say  to  whom  this  money  was  to  be  paid,  or  any 
part  of  it:  lie  did  not  say  this  money  was  to  be  paid  to 
any  members  of  the  Common  Council;  I  don't  think  he  ever 
he  said  had  to  pay  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  the  Common 
Council  for  their  votes.  I  never  heard  Abraham  J.  JJerry 
say  that  it  was  necessary  to  raise  any  money  towards  pro- 
curing that  grant.  I  think  Mr.  Ilicks  told  me  Mr.  Fleming 
Duncan  was  called  upon  to  subscribe  to  some  of  the  stock 
of  the  ferry,  and  I  think  I  asked  him  likewise;  I  think  he 
did  not  subscribe.;  I  don't  know  the  reason  why  he  re- 
fused. I  never  did  any  thing  else  than  what  I  have  stated 
toward  procuring  that  grant. 

I  have  no  knowledge  whatever,  or  through  other  parties 
that  any  money  or  valuable  thing  was  given  to  or  prom- 
ised to  any  member  of  the  Common  Council,  for  their  votes 
for  that  grant. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  other  members  of  that 
association,  other  than  as  stated  in  reference  to  Mr.  Ilicks' 
having  raised  money  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  that 
grant. 

J  NO.  IJEllRY. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  29th  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  S 

F.  K.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  51. 


City  and  County  of  .ATeio  York,  ss: — William  T.  Pi.vck 
NEV,  l)eing  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I 
reside  at  No.  '2-2^)  IFenry  street,  in  said  city,  and  am  Presi- 
dent of  the  Astor  Fire  Insurance  Company.     Some  time 
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ago,  before  the  grant  by  the  Corporation  of  this  city  for  a 
ferry  from  the  foot,  or  near  the  foot  of  Catharine  street, 
to  South  Tenth  or  South  Eleventh  street,  Williamsburgh, 
was  made,  Mr.  John  J.  Hicks,  and  a  Mr.  Berry,  son  of 
Major  Berry,  of  Williamsburgh,  called  upon  me  and  asked 
me  how  much  stock  I  would  take  in  said  ferry,  or  whether 
I  would  become  interested  in  it;  I  remarked  to  them,  that 
if  the  procuring  of  the  grant  did  not  cost  auy  thing — that 
is,  if  I  was  to  be  put  on  the  footing  of  an  original  party, 
without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  thing  more  than  the 
actual  expenses  of  getting  up  such  a  ferry,  I  would  be 
willing  to  become  interested  in  it,  intending  to  communi- 
cate to  them  my  decermination  not  to  pay  any  thing  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  the  grant;  after  which,  they  left 
me.  Mr.  Hicks  called  on  me  some  time  afterwards,  and 
said,  you  liked  to  have  stopped,  or  killed  my  ferry,  or 
something  to  that  effect.  I  replied,  "  what  I  said  is  true, 
Mr.  Hicks;"  to  which  he  remarked: — What  can  a 
man  do  in  a  case  like  that,  when  a  man  wanted  a  ferry: 
these  gentlemen,  meaning,  as  I  supposed,  the  Committee, 
or  some  member  of  it,  say,  "  Why,  Mr.  Hicks,  this  is  a 
very  valuable  ferry,  worth  a  great  deal  of  money  to  you, 
Mr.  Hicks;"  repeating  this  several  times,  added,  "  What 
is  a  man  to  do,  Mr.  Pinckney — it  is  of  value  to  me."  At 
this  time,  I  believe,  the  grant  had  passed  both  Boards,  and 
I  drew  the  inference  from  what  he  said,  that  he  had  paid 
something  for  procuring  it,  but  he  did  not  say  how  much. 

WM.  T.  PINCKNEY. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  23d 
day  of  March,  1853. 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  o2. 

City  and  County  ofJVew  York,  ss: — Andrew  B.  Hodges, 
beiiif^  duly  sworn,  saj's  as  follows: — I  reside  No.  52  South 
Ninth  street,  "Williarasburgh:  I  am  President  of  th'c  Ful- 
ton Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Williamsljurgh;  I  am  not 
interested  in,  and  have  not  Ijcen  directly  or  indirectly  in- 
terested in  the  grant  of  the  ferry  from  Catharine  street  to 
"Williamsburgh. 

I  agreed  at  one  time  to  take  some  of  the  stock,  but  did 
not  take  any;  my  name  was  put  in  an  ajjplicatiou  to  the 
legislature  for  an  act  incorporating  said  ferry. 

I  have  had  no  conversation  with  John  J.  Hicks  in  rela- 
tion to  the  obtainmcnt  of  that  grant,  nor  with  Dr.  Bbrry, 
or  any  of  the  parties  connected  with  the  ferry,  though  I 
have  heard  them  talk  about  the  injunction  here;  I  have  no 
knowledge  or  information  as  to  the  means  used  to  obtain 
the  grant. 

I  have  had  neither  part  nor  lot  in  the  matter,  and  have 
had  no  conversations  with  the  members  ot  the  Common 
Council  on  the  subject,  and  am  unable  to  afford  any  mate- 
rial information  in  regard  to  obtaining  the  grant. 

A.  B.  HODGES. 

Sworn  licfore  me,  this  8th  ) 
day  of  Septcmlier,  l^'i;].  j 

F.  K.  TiLLOu,  Rccordir. 


No.  .3:). 


(ih/  and  County  of  A\w    York,  .-r.v;— SlIEPHERD  KxAPP, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — Gideon 
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Lee  Kuapp,  my  son,  is  tlie  lessee  from  the  city  of  a  ferry 
from  the  foot  of  Fourteenth  street,  East  river,  to  Green 
Point,  L.  I.;  the  rent  of  such  ferry  is  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  a  year  for  a  term  of  years,  the  exact  number 
of  years  I  do  not  remember,  and  I  think  five  hundred  dol- 
lars a  year  for  a  term  thereafter.  An  application  was 
made  to  the  Corporation  some  time  as  I  think  during  the 
last  summer,  to  have  a  resolution  passed,  requiring  two 
piers  to  be  built  for  the  accommodation  of  said  ferry  at 
the  foot  of  Fourteenth  street.  East  river.  Alderman 
Smith,  in  reference  to  said  application,  said,  Alderman 
Brisley,  who  had  the  report  on  this  subject  in  charge, 
would  call  upon  me,  and  with  whom  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  make  it  all  'right,  or  words  to  that  effect; 
Alderman  Brisley  afterwards  called  upon  me,  and  I  think 
came  alone,  and  showed  me  the  report  of  the  Committee 
in  favor  of  building  the  two  piers,  which  I  read;  I  stated 
to  Alderman  Brisley  that,  as  the  report  appeared  to  have 
been  drawn  up  three  or  four  months  before,  and  that  as 
some  of  the  requirements  in  said  report  were  to  be  com- 
plied with  on  or  before  certain  dates  which  had  already 
passed,  it  would  require  an  alteration  in  those  respects, 
otherwise,  I  was  satisfied  with  the  report;  Alderman  Bris- 
ley said  he  would  present  the  report  the  first  meeting 
thereafter. 

Alderman  Brisley  did  not  say  any  thing  to  me,  but  look- 
ed at  me  very  sharp,  as  though  he  expected  me  to  say 
something;  from  his  manner  at  that  time,  I  supposed  that 
he  expected  me  to  say  or  do  something;  I  did  answer  him, 
that  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  his  report,  and  would 
be  satisfied  if  he  would  present  it  in  that  shape,  with  tUe 
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amendments  before  referred  to.  Alderman  Brisley  then 
left  me,  and  the  report  was  not  made  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Board.  The  report  was  not  made  for  some  weeks 
afterwards.  After  this  conversation  with  Brisley,  I  saw 
Alderman  Smith  on  the  subject,  and  asked  hiin  why  the 
report  was  not  made;  he  said  Brisley  ought  to  have  done 
it,  and  laid  the  blame  upon  Brisley,  and  said  he  ought  to 
have  done  it;  and  in  the  course  of  the  conversation  he  in- 
quired of  me  if  it  was  all  right  with  Brisley;  I  answered 
as  though  I  understood  it  was  the  subject  of  the  report) 
and  said  it  was  right  Avilh  Brisley. 

I  have  no  recollection  that  Alderman  Brisley  called  on 
me  again:  I  may  have  seen  him  on  the  subject,  and  asked 
him  why  he  did  not  make  the  report,  though  I  have  no  re- 
collection of  it.  I  probably  saw  Alderman  Smith  again, 
and  had  a  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject;  I  cannot 
remember  the  exact  Avords  used,  but  there  was  a  constant 
intimation  thrown  out  that  I  must  make  it  all  right  with 
Brisley.  To  these  intimations,  I  would  answer,  I  was  sat- 
isfied. I  have  no  doubt' I  have  informed  my  son  of  these 
intimations,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  it  all 
right  with  these  men  before  the  report  would  be  made  and  the 
resolutions  passed,  and  I  have  spoken  of  it  to  various  other 
persons.  I  think  I  have  seen  Brisley  and  Smith  five  or 
six  times  in  relation  to  this  ferry.  In  the  conversations 
about  making  it  right,  1  could  only  understand  Alderman 
Smith  to  mean  they  wanted  some  doccur  before  the  report 
should  be  made.  I  have  no  doubt  I  have  said  to  my  sou 
that  the  reason  why  the  report  is  not  made  is,  because  we 
pay  nothing. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  when  the  report  was  made, 
and  the  resolutions  passed? 
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AnsiDer.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Before  the  report  was  made  and  resolutions 
passed,  was  any  thing  paid  or  promised  to  be  paid,  direct- 
ly or  indirectly  by  you,  or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to 
any  person  or  persons,  for  any  vote  or  votes  expected  to 
be  given  on  the  passage  of  the  resolutions,  or  for  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  report? 

A.  No. 

Q.  After  the  passage  of  the|  resolutions,  do  you 
know  or  have  you  heard,  or  has  it  been  communicated  to 
you  in  any  manner  by  any  person,  that  any  money,  pro- 
perty or  thing  of  any  value  was,  or  was  to  be  paid,  given, 
loaned,  or  otherwise  used  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the 
presentation  of  the  report  or  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tions. 

A.  No.  I  may  have  said  the  delay  of  getting  the 
ferry  in  operation  was  a  great  detriment  to  us,  and  it 
would  be  better  for  us  to  pay  large  sums  than  to  have  our 
property  lay  wasting  as  it  was. 

Q.  Have  you  not  said  to  George  W.  Riblet,  that  you 
was  compelled  to  pay  a  consideration  for  the  passage  of 
the  resolutions,  or  words  to  that  effect? 

A.  No,  I  never  have.  I  have  no  knowledge  that  I 
ever  have  spoken  to  Mr.  Riblet  on  the  subject.  I  maj 
have  spoken  to  Mr.  Riblet,  and  complained  of  the  delay 
and  expense.     I  purchased  the  lease  of  Mr.  Riblet. 

Q.  Is  there  any  one,  and  if  so,  who  is  connected  with 
you  in  interest  in  that  lease? 

A.  No  one  but  my  son,  Gideon  Lee  Knapp. 

Q.  Have  the  piers  been  built? 
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A.  Xo. 

Q.  Have  the  boats  been  purchased  or  built? 

A.  We  built  one  and  purchased  one. 

Q.  In  whose  charge  are  the  Ijoats? 

A.  They  arc  in  charge  of  Mr.  Cheshire  or  my  sou. 

S.  KNxVPP. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  20th  ) 
day  of  April,  185:3.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  54. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Bcrtis  Skidmore, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
No.  341  Washington  street,  in  said  city;  am  a  coal  dealer; 
some  time  in  the  fall  of  1851,  to  the  best  of  my  recollec- 
tion, James  B.  Taylor  informed  me  that  he  had  been  an 
applicant  for  a  ferry  on  the  East  river,  and  that  he  bribed 
members  of  the  Common  Council  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining said  grant,  and  that  other  applicants  for  the  same 
ferry  gave  a  larger  bribe  than  he  did,  and  obtained  the 
grant,  and  that  all  the  members  of  the  Common  Council 
whom  h".'  had  bril)ed  returned  to  him  the  money  he  had 
paid  tlicm,  with  the  exception  of  Alderman  Wood,  of  the 
Third  Ward,  who  ke})t  the  money  from  lioth  parties. 

I  therefore  think  the  said  Taylor  a  material  witness  to 
prove  corruptions  on  the  part  of  some  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council. 

BURTIS  SKIDMURE. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  Utlli  } 
day  of  May,  185:;.  ^" 

r.  Ii.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  55. 

City  and  County  of  Keio  York,  ss: — JohnMoreell,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  No.  19 
South  Ninth  street,Williamsburgh;  I  am  engaged  in  no  busi- 
ness at  present;  in  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Charles  Wilson, 
residing  in  South  Tenth  street,  Williamsburgh,  he  informed 
me  that  he  was  about  becoming  one  of  the  applicants,  with 
Dr.  A.  J.  Berry,  and  others,  for  a  ferry  from  this  city  to 
South  Eleventh  street,  Williamsburgh,  but  finding,  on  ap- 
plying to  some  of  the  Aldermen  of  New  York,  and  he 
named  Alderman  Cornell  as  orfe  he  called  on,  I  think,  who 
told  him  that  it  would  cost  about  five  thousand  dollars  to 
get  the  grant  through,  and  that  Mr.  Hicks,  one  of  the  ap- 
plicants, was  so  eager  to  get  it  through  that  he  had  given 
more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  he  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Jacob  B.  Boerum,  of  Flushing,  informed  me -that  he  was 
to  have  been  one  of  the  parties  to  the  grant,  but  finding 
that  the  cost  of  obtaining  it  was  so  great,  and  as  his  name 
was  not  in  the  lease,  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it, 
and  said  he  was  glad  his  brother  Barney  had  sold  out;  I 
heard,  from  some  source,  but  don't  remember  what,  that 
Barnard  B.  Boerum,  of  Brooklyn,  had  given  his  notes  for 
a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  money  that  was  to  be  paid  for 
the  grant,  and  that  he  allowed  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the 
notes  to  be  dishonored. 

I  think  that  Andrew  B.  Hodges,  late  Sheriff  of  Kings 
county,  residing  at  Williamsburgh,  in  South  Ninth  street, 
from  conversations  I  have  had  with  him,  could  afford  ma- 
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tcrial  information  in  regard   to   tlic   obtainnicnt  of  this 
grant. 


*S\vorn  before  nie,  this  5th  ) 
bcr,  1853.  j 


JULIX  MOKRELL. 


day  of  September, 

F.  R.  Tii.i.or,  Recorder. 


No.  5G. 

Ci/y  and  County  of  JViw  York,  ss: — Theodoiie  Martine, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
in  this  city,  in  Twenty-eighth  street,  between  Eighth  and 
Ninth  avenues.  I  called  on  the  late  Mayor,  Ambrose  C. 
Kiiigsland,  Esq.,  at  his  oflice,  in  the  City  Hall,  in  company 
with  my  brother,  John  H.  Martine,  in  order  to  introduce 
him  to  the  Mayor;  this  was  after  the  resolution,  authorizing 
a  grant  from  the  city  of  New  York,  to  my  said  brother, 
for  a  ferry  from  Roosevelt  street,  in  this  city,  to  Bridge 
street,  Brooklyn,  had  passed  both  Boards,  and  before  the 
same  had  been  approved  by  the  Mayor,  and  as  I  believe, 
on  the  same  day  that  grant  was  approved  by  the  Mayor; 
we  saw  the  Mayor  in  his  private  oflice;  when  we  went  in 
I  believe  Alderman  Compton  was  there. 

I  introduced  my  brother  to  the  Mayor  as  the  proposed 
grantee  of  said  lease,  when  the  following  conversation  took 
place. 

The  mayor  remarked,  that  would  be  a  very  good  ferry, 
it  was  a  valualde  grant,  and  do.'^irod  to  know  how  many 
were  interc-^tcd  in  it;  to  which  my  lirothcr  answered  there 
were  four. 

The  Mayor  desired  to  know  whether  a  friend  of  jiis,  an 
old  sea  captain,  who  had  been  long  in  his  employ,  could 
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• 
rot  have  a  fifth  interest  in  said  grant;  to  which  the  Mayor 
added,  this  would  have  nothinjT-  to  do  with  the  matter  of 
his  vetoing  the  grant  or  not,  as  he  had  not  considered  the 
subject;  and  further  remarked,  that  the  capiain  was  a  first 
rate  man,  and  out  of  employment,  and  would  also  be  a 
first  rate  man  to  be  put  in  charge  of  the  ferry,  or  would 
do  any  thing  in  connection  with  it.  Alderman  Compton 
then  said  to  my  brother,  "  Well,  John,  don't  you  think  you 
can  let  him  have  it?"  Thereupon  my  brother  said  to  the 
Mayor,  he  was  willing,  and  he  had  no  doubt  his  associates 
would  be.  During  the  conversation,  the  Mayor  said  the 
rent  for  the  ferry  v.-as  very  low,  and  suggested  that  the 
widening  of  Roosevelt  street  would  be  very  beneficial  to 
the  ferry,  and  he  thoughi  also,  as  he  said,  that  the  widen- 
ing and  extending  of  Cliff  street  to  Wall  street,  and  at 
the  other  end  to  carry  it  into  Madison  street,  would  make 
it  a  great  ferry;  he  also  made  some  inquiries  as  to  the 
value  of  property  on  Roosevelt  street,  saying  that  it  might 
be  bought,  and  iis  value  thus  increased,  by  the  improve- 
ment, and  a  good  deal  of  money  made  out  of  it;  on  reflec- 
tion, I  think  Alderman  Compton  went  in  with  us  to  the 
Mayor;  the  Mayor,  in  the  course  of  the  conversation,  said 
he  would  advance  the  money  for  the  captain,  and  after- 
wards said  t!ie  captain^had  money,  and  repeated  he  woufd 
advance  him  what  money  he  would  want;  the  Mayor,  on 
the  evening  of  that  same  day,  approved  of  the  resolution 
making  the  grant,  as  I  saw  by  the  published  proceedings 
of  the  Common  Council,  in  the  newspapers. 

THEODORE  MARTINE. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  11th  ( 
day  of  April,  lS.53.  ^ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  57* 
City  and  County  of  A\w  Yor/c,  ss: — John  11.  Martine, 
bein?  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
No.  1  Tenth  siroei:  1  am  a  merchant;  I  was  an  applicant 
for  the  Kouscvclt  street  ferry,  and  ])ecame  the  grantee. 

My  application  was  made  either  throuL'h  Assistant  Al- 
derman Wells,  Alderman  Brown,  or  Alderman  Compton, 
or  Alderman  Brisley, 

I  don't  rcmeml)er  whether  the  application  contained 
any  specilic  amount  I  was  willing  to  give  for  the  grant. 
Other  persons  were  interested  with  mc  in  that  application, 
they  were  Mr  Duncan,  residing  in  Williamsburgh  and  Mr. 
Isham,  where  he  resides  I  ddn't  know,  but  I  believe  in 
this  city;  no  other  persons  were  interested  in  the  appli- 
cation. 

I  had  no  conversation  with  any  of  the  Aldermen  or  As- 
sistant Aldermen,  as  to  the  amount  of  the  compensation 
that  I  was  to  j)ay  as  an  annual  rent,  or  the  terms  of  the 
grant,  rjion  reflection,  1  don't  know  Imt  tliat  1  said  to 
some  one,  or  to  a  Committee  of  one  ot  the  Boards,  that 
one  or  two  thousand  dollars  a  year  was  all  they  ought  to 
charge,  or  was  all  it  was  worth,  as  the  water  was  very  shal- 
low at  the  foot  of  Roosevelt  street. 

None  of  the  Aldermen  or  Assistant  Aldermen  were 
promised  l)y  me,  or  to  my  knowledge,  by  any  one,  to  lie 
directly  or  indirectly  interested  in  the  said  grant. 

Question.  Were  any  inducements  of  any  kind,  whatso- 
ever hehl  out  In  aiiv  AMerman  or  Assistant  Alderman,  or 
were  any  jironiises  made  of  money  or  other  valuable  thing 
to  obtain  their  votes  in  favor  of  said  gram? 
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Answer.  I  decline  to  answer,  because  it  may  tend  to 
criminate  me. 

The  grant  was  made  to  me  by  the  Comm.on  Council,  for 
the  term  of  jSfteen  years,  at  three  thousand  dollars;  I,  now> 
remember  that  Mr.  Anthony  Compton,  the  father  of  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  was  also  interested 
in  the  grant,  in  the  same  manner  as  Mr.  Isham  and  Dun- 
can, as  I  have  already  mentioned.  I  had  heard  or  seen 
in  the  paper,  I  do  not  remember  which,  and  I  think  after 
the  grant  was  made,  that  there  were  other  applicants  who 
had  offered  a  larger  annual  rent  for  the  ferry  than  I  did. 
Mr.  Anthony  Compton  is  a  man  of  wealth  and  means;  Mr. 
Duncan  first  called  my  attention  to  having  Mr.  Compton 
interested  in  the  grant;  it  may  have  been  at  Mr.  Anthony 
Compton's  house  that  Mr.  Duncan  spoke  on  the  subject. 

I  don't  know  that  I  ever  had  any  conversation  with  the 
President  of  the  Board  on  the  subject  of  his  father's 
being  interested  in  the  grant;  I  never  conversed  with  him 
on  the  subject  of  his  father's  being  connected,  although  I 
have  conversed  with  him  on  the  subject  of  the  grant;  he 
knew  that  his  father  was  interested  in  the  grant. 

Mr.  Duncan  suggested  his  own  name  and  that  of  Mr. 
Isham;  I  don't  know  that  either  of  them  are  connected  by 
business  or  relationship  with  either  of  the  Aldermen  or  As- 
sistant Aldermen;  neither  Mr.  Isham  or  Mr.  Duncan  ever 
told  me  what  influence  they  could  bring  to  bear  with  mem. 
bers  of  the  Common  Council,  towards  procuring  the 
grant;  they  may  have  told  me  they  were  acquainted  with 
an  Alderman  or  Assistant,  or  some  of  their  friends  who 
might  go  for  it;  I,  of  course,  thought  the  grant  would 
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be  a  good  thing  ami  would  pay, or  I  would  not  have  spent 
my  money  in  it;  it  was  a  joint  application  on  the  part  of 
Ishain,  Duncan,  Conipton  and  myself. 

Q.  Previous  to  the  grant's  being  made,  was  any  money 
contributed  by  you  or  the  other  applicants,  for  the  i)ur- 
posc  of  obtaining  such  grant? 

Ji.  I  decline  answering  the  question,  on  the  ground 
that  it  may  tend  to  criminate  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  have  you 
been  informed  by  any  of  the  other  a])plicants,  that  any 
money  has  been  paid  to  any  of  the  Aldermen  or  Assistant 
Aldermen,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  votes  in 
favor  of  said  grant? 

.fl.  I  decline  answering,  on  the  ground  that  it  may  tend 
to  ci'iniinatc  me. 

After  the  said  grant  had  passed  the  two  Boards,  I  think 
it  remained  in  tlie  Mayor's  ofBce,  without  his  approval,  for 
the  fidl  lime  allowed  l)y  the  charter;  I  knew  there  was 
an  application  jjcnding  for  a  ferry,  at  the  foot  of  Wall 
street,  about  the  same  time. 

There  was  no  understanding  between  the  grantees  of 
the  Wall  street  ferry  and  the  grantees  of  ours,  that  ihc 
granting  of  the  one  should  depend  upon  the  granting  of 
the  other.  Since  the  grant  was  matlo  I  sold  out  my  inter- 
est to  Mr.  Anthony  Conipton. 

.  • 

I  passed  it  over  to  him  without  any  consideration.  The. 
reason  1  partetl  with  it  was,  tiiat  1  iuid  invested  my  means 
dilTercntly,  and  did  not  want  to  ap|iropiiate  any  money 
for  the  necessary  expenses  uf  getting  up  this  ferry;  there 
have  been  no  |)e«Miniary  transactions  between  Alderman 
Coinplun  and  niyscU  for  the  last  ten  years. 
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Previous  to  that  I  may  have  loaned  him  money,  and  he 
may  have  loaned  me  money,  and  have  been  interested  in 
joint  purchases. 

I 

I  did  not  loan  him  any  money  when  he  went  into  busi- 
ness, because  it  was  unnecessary,  as  his  father  had  ample 
means,  and  had  money  to  loan  me.  W  hen  the  grant  was 
lying  in  the  Mayor's  office,  awaiting  his  action  upon  it,  I 
went  in  the  Mayor's  office  in  coinj)any  with  my  bro- 
ther, who  introduced  me  to  the  Mayor;  I  spoke  to  the 
Mayor  in  reference  to  this  grant ;  Mr.  Kiugsland,  the 
Mayor,  said  it  was  going  to  be  a'  valuable  ferry,  or 
a  good  ferry,  or  something  of  that  kind,  or  would  pay 
well.  I  answered,  that  I  thought  not  for  sometime  to 
come,  that  it  would  be  several  years  before  it  would  be  a 
paying  ferry.  The  Mayor  asked  me  how  many  were 
interested  in  it.  My  impression  is,  that  I  told  him  ihree. 
I  may  have  said  four.  He  then  said  he  had  a  sea  captain, 
who  was  a  friend  of  his,  who  would  like  to  have  an  inter- 
est in  it,  and  would  take  a  fourth,  or  fifth,  or  sixth  as 
might  be;  that  he  himself  wanted  no  interest  for  himself, 
but  that  this  captain  would  be  an  invaluable  man  to  us 
who  were  interested,  to  superintend  and  take  charge. 
Alderman  Compton  came  into  the  office  whilst  we  were 
conversing  on  this  subject.  I  told  the  Mayor  I  would  be 
willing  to  let  the  captain  in,  and  had  no  doubt  my  associ- 
ates would,  but  I  must  sec  them  first,  as  I  would  not  Jike 
to  say  without  consulting  them.  The  Mayor,  in  that  con- 
versation, said  he  thought  the  rent  was  low,  that  he  had 
understood  that  more  money  had  been  offered  for  it,  but 
that  he  had  nothing  before  him  of  that  kind.  I  suggested  , 
that  it  Avould  be  a  good  speculation  to  buy  property  on 
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Roosevelt  street,  and  then  liave  Roopcvelt  widened.  The 
Mayor  said  something  about  widening  some  other  street, 
which  would  make  it  a  great  ferry.  What  street,  I  don't 
now  remember.  Tlie  Mayor  in  that  conversation  said, 
that  he  would  advance  the  money  for  the  captain,  and 
afterwards  said  the  captain  had  money  of  his  own. 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  the  conversation,  as  far 
as  1  recollect  it.  That  same  day,  after  the  conversation, 
the  Mayor  approved  of  the  resolution  making  the  grant. 

The  sea  captain  was  not  let  in  to  an  interest  in  the 
grant.  I  had  no  subsequent  conversation  with  the  Mayor 
on  the  subject  of  the  sea  captain's  being  let  in.  I  did 
not  consult  the  otiier  grantees  about  lotting  the  sea  cap- 
tain in. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  money  or  valual»le  thing  being 
paid  to  any  Alderman  or  Assistant  Alderman  for  their 
votes  or  inlluence,  in  favor  of  any  other  grant,  franchise  or 
sale  or  lease  of  property  to  be  made  l)y  the  Corporation. 

^.  Not  of  my  knowledge;  1  have  h(.'ard  of  such  things 

talked  of  out  doors. 

J.   II.  MAKTiNE. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  8th 
dav  of  .lulv,  1S58. 


F.   H.  Tii.i.or,  Rrrordcr. 


No.  58. 

City  and  County  of  JVcw  \  o rk ,  ss ; — D  a N i K i .  V .  T i !•: M A N x , 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: 

I    reside  at   Manhattanville,  and  am  .Vlderman  of  the 
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Twelfth  Ward;  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  1852,  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  on  Ferries,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  H.  Martine,  for  a 
ferry  from  the  foot  of  Roosevelt  street,  in  this  city,  to  the 
foot  of  Bridge  street,  Brooklyn,  reported  in  favor  of  said 
ferry,  and  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  that 
a  lease  of  one  hundred  feet  of  the  bulkhead  at  the  foot  of 
Roosevelt  street,  East  river,  and  also  a  ferry  lease  with 
the  privilege  of  establishing  and  running  a  ferry  from  that 
point  to  the  foot  of  Bridge  street,  or  a  point  near  that  in 
the  city  of  Brooklyn,  be  granted  to  the  said  John  H.  Mar- 
tine,  for  a  term  of  fifteen  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  three 
thousand  dollars;  which  said  report  and  resolution  was 
signed  J.  W.  Brown,  H.  M.  Wells,  Committee  on  Ferries; 
on  that  same  evening  the  report  of  that  Committee,  and 
the  resolution  accompanying  it  was  adopted  by  the  Board 
of  Assistant  Aldermen,  by  a  vote  of  thirteen  to  five,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  published  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Assist- 
ants; the  said  report  and  resolution  came  up  the  next  even- 
ing. May  11th,  before  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  previ- 
ous to  their  action  upon  it,  a  petition  was  presented  by 
me  to  said"  board,  from  Anson  Herrick,  asking  for  the  same 
privilege,  for  the  same  bulkhead  and  ferry,  and  offering 
to  pay,  therefor,  the  annual  rent  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  to  give  ^^abundant  .security  for  the  payment  of  said 
rent. 

Which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Ferries. 

Subsequently  to  the  presentation  of  this  petition,  and 
the  reference  of  it  to  tlie  Committee  on  Ferries  and  on 
the  same  evening,  the  papers  from  the  Board  of  Assistant 
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Aldermen,  above  rcferrcu  to,  grantino:  Ihe  lca>c  jf  the  snid 
ferry  to  John  II.  Martiiie,  at  an  annual  rent  of  three 
thousand  doUars  came  up  for  action  in  the  IJuard  of  Alder- 
men. 

I  moved  to  lay  the  same  on  the  tahlo,  which  ^vas  lost; 
I  then  moved  to  strike  out  three  thousand  dollars  and  in- 
sert .'iixtoen  thousand  live  hundred  dollars,  which  was  lost; 
Alderman  Dennian,  then  moved,  as  appears  liy  the  pub' lull- 
ed proceedings,  to  strike  out  all  of  the  said  resolution, 
after  the  word  Resolved,  and  insert  in  lieu  ihcrenf  that 
the  Comptroller  be  directed  to  advcriise  for  bids  for  said 
ferry,  which  was  lost;  I  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  name 
of  John  II.  Martine,  at  three  thousand  dollars  a  year,  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof,  Anson  Herrick,  at  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year,  which  was  lost;  the  petition  of  .Vnson  Herrick, 
offering  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  the  ferry,  had  been 
previously  read  to  the  Boa^d;  I  then  moved  to  strike  out 
fifteen  years,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  insert  five  years,  which 
.was  also  lost;  the  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring 
with  the  Board  of  Assistants,  on  the  adoption  of  the  said 
report  and  resolution  and  the  same  was  carried  on  a  divi- 
sion, I  voting  in  the  negative.  I  believing  that  the  city  was 
not  receiving  a  fair  remuneration  for  the  ferry,  and  on  a 
subsequent  examination,  I  found  the  city  was  giving  up 
for  this  three  thousand  dollars  a- year,  live  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year  wharfage. 

The  report  and  resolution  and  accompanying  papers, 
were  then  dire'clcd  to  be  sent  to  his  Honor  the  Mayor  for 
approval. 

A  resolution  had  been  reported  on  the  ITih  March,  1852, 
granting    the  lease  of  a  ferry  from  the   .slip    at  the  foot 
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of  Wall  street,  in  tliis  city,  to  the  foot  of  M  ntague 
place  or  Jerolainan  street,  in  the  city  of  Biooklyn,  to  Da- 
vid S.  Draper  and  John  E.  Develln,  for  iho  tei-in  of  ten 
year.-:,  at  the  annual  lent  of  four  thousand  live  hundred 
dollars;  I  moved  to  ancnd  the  same,  by  aflixing  the  rent 
at  sixteen  thousand  dollars  yjcr  annum,  which  was  lost; 
Alderman  Denman,  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  lix- 
in^  the  annual  rent  at  six  thousand  dollars  per  annum, 
which  was  lost;  I  then  moved  that  the  Comptroller  adver- 
tise for  bids  for  said  ferry,  which  was  also  lost;  I  stated  to 
the  Board  that  if  they  would  give  ine  twenty-four  hourg,  I 
would  obtain  a  bonus  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  pri- 
vilege of  running  said  ferry  ujjon  the  terms,  and  for  the 
,time  mentioned  in  said  report;  Alderman  Ward,  moved 
to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table,  and  that  it  be  made  the 
special  order  for  the  next  meeting,  which  was  lost;  the 
question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution,  as  presented  by 
the  Committee,  and  adopted,  and  directed  to  be  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Assistants,  for  concui-rence. 

The  next  day,  Mr.  William  R.  Marsh,  placed  in  my 
hands  a  written  offer  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  as  a  bonus 
for  that  ferry,  on  the  terms  as  it  had  passed  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  which  I  understand,  was  presented  by  Assistant 
Alderman  Wells,  afterwards  to  the  Board  of  Assistants;  I 
saw  Shepherd  Knapp  after  the  presentation  of  this  offer 
by  Mr.  Marsh,  and  had  a  conversation  with  him  on  the 
subject  of  that  offer,  when  he  stated  that  he  would  pay  the 
fifty  thousand  dollars  in  cash  as  soon  as  the  lease  was 
given;  on  the  10th  of  May,  the  Committee  on  Ferries,  of 
the  Board  of  Assistants,  (to  whom  the  subject  of  that  ferry 
had  been  referred  in  consequence  of  said  objections  and 
others,)  reported  in  favor  of  granting   the  lease  of  said 
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ferry  to  Jacob  Sharp,  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  at  the 
annual  rent  of  twenty  tliousand  dollars,  as  appears  by  the 
published  procccdinjrs;  this  report  and  resolution  was 
adopted  by  the  said  Board  of  Assistants,  and  as  amended 
was  sent  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  concurrence,  and 
on  the  next  night,  May  11th.  being  the  same  night  the 
Roosevelt  street  ferry  was  granted,  was  concurred  in  by 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  thus  amended  and  directed  to 
be  sent  to  the  Mayor  for  approval. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  but  prior  to  the 
pfissage  of  the  resolutions  granting  those  ferries,  viz: 
the  11th  of  May,  I  met  Alderman  Compton,  in  the 
City  Hall,  who  said  to  me,  the  ferries  passed  the  Board 
of  Assistant  Aldermen  last  night.  My  reply  was  that 
the  Wall  street  ferry  was  all  right,  but  that  the  Roo- 
sevelt street  one  was  not  one-fifth  what  the  city  ought 
to  receive  for  it;  he  asked  me  if  I  had  examined  of 
the  necessity  of  a  ferry  being  established  at  the  foot  of 
Roosevelt  street,  and  1  told  him  I  had,  and  was  will- 
ing a  ferry  should  be  established  there,  paying  the  city 
a  fair  rent;  he  wanted  me  to  take  a  walk  to  the  foot  of 
Roosevelt  street,  and  he  would  satisfy  me  that  the  sum 
named  for  rent,  three  thousand  dollars,  was  as  nluch  as  the 
city  ought  to  ask  for  it;  1  did  walk  down  with  him,  and 
on  the  way  down  he  said,  he  wanted  an  unanimous  vote  in 
favor  of  that  ferry,  and  that  Martine  had  sent  word  that 
be  wanted  my  vote  as  a  personal  favor;  I  replied  that  he 
could  not  have  my  vote  at  that  rent. 

Afterwards  and  altout  tlic  time  it  was  necessary  for  the 
Mayor  to  ap])rov('  or  *dit<ap|)rove  of  the  grant,  1  met  Al- 
derman Compton  in  the  oflice  of  the  clerk  of  the  Board  of 
Assistants,  apparently  looking  for  i^ome  papers;   I  asked 
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him  what  he  was  looking  for;  he  said  \e  was  looking  for 
the  Mayor's  vetoes  on  those  ferries,  and  added,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  you,  he,  the  Mayor,  would  not  have  vetoed 
them. 

I  said  to  him,  then,  I  have  not  seen  the  Mayor  on  the 
subject,  if  he  has  vetoed  the  Roosevelt  street  ferry,  he  has 
done  right,  for  it  is  taking  from  the  city,  five  thousand 
dollars  a  year  wharfage  for  three  thousand  dollars  a  year 
rent;  his  reply  was,  it  was  no  such  thing,  that  it  was  tak- 
ing but  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  a  year  wharfage;  I 
then  said  I  would  go  over  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  and 
ascertain  what  was  the  true  worth  of  the  wharfage. 

I  then  went  to  the  Comptroller's,  and  there  found  the 
Mayor  and  Comptroller;  I  immediately  asked  the  Comp- 
troller what  the  wharfage  was  worth  that  was  taken  away 
by  the  Roosevelt  street  ferry;  he  'replied  five  thousand 
dollars  a  year.  The  Mayor  then  said  to  me  and  the 
Comptroller,  "  why  did  you  not  come  and  tell  me  that,  as 
I  have  just  signed  the  resolution  for  the  Roosevelt  street 
ferry,  and  don't  know  that  it  is  out  of  my  office  yet;  had  I 
known  that,  I  would  have  vetoed  it."  The  Comptroller 
said,  "  Mr.  Mayor,  you  have  signed  the  bill  you  ought  to 
have  vetoed,  and  vetoed  the  bill  you.  ought  to  have 
signed."  The  Mayor  then  remarked  that  he  would  go  to 
his  office,  and  if  the  bill  had  not  gone  from  it,  he  would 
send  it  back  to  the  Board,  which  I  understood  him  to  mean 
vetoing  it;  he  said  he  would  go  over  to  his  office  at  once, 
and  stop  it;  he  got  up,  apparently  to  go,  but  in  a  few  min- 
utes after,  sat  down  again  and  resumed  conversation  on 
the  same  subject;  I  then  remarked  to  him,  "  if  you  mean 
to  stop  it,  the  sooner  you  go  the  better;"  he  jumped  right 
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up,  as  tliou,ii:1i  ho  was  goin-jr,  but  shortly  after  sat  down 
again,  aiitl  after  Vciicating  this  some  two  or  three  tiiues, 
and  after  some  half  or  three  iiuartcrs -of  an  hour  liad 
elapsed,  and  it  beintr  on  my  mind  that  if  lie  intemled  to  go 
he  ought  to  go  at  oiic'e,  I  said,  "  Mr.  Mayor,  why  don't  you 
go  then,  if  you  intend  to  stop  it;"  and  th>jn  he' left. 

Before  ho  left,  he  asked  me  why  I  had  not  called  on  him 
in  relation  to  that  bill;  that  no  one  had  called  on  him  ex- 
cept tho.se  in, favor  of  it.  I  replied  to  him,  "  Mr.  Mayor, 
you  know,  or  ought  to  know,  that  I  ojiposed  the  passage 
of  that  resolution,  and  if  you  wanted  to  know  why  I  op- 
posed it,  yon  should  have  sent  for  me,  aifd  I  would  have 
come  immediately,  and  have  given  you  my  reasons."  I 
stated  to  him  that  I  would  never  call  on  him  again  volun- 
tarily, on  the  subject  of  any  business,  because  he  had  not 
done  what  he  had  promised  to  do  in  an  official  matter  in 
relation  to  the  police  of  my  ward.  Shortly  after  the 
Mayor  left  the  Comjitrollcr's  oQico,  I  went  over  to  the 
City  Hall,  and  called  in  at  the  Mayor's  oflice  to  see  how 
he  had  got  along  with  tlie  resolution.  lie,  the  Mayor,  and 
Mr.  Valentine,  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  were 
sitting  iu  the  private  office  of  the  Mayor.  The  Mayor 
again  remarked  to  me,  "  Tiemann,  why  did  you  not  let  ipe 
know  of  this,  and  I  wouhl  have  vetoed  it,"  and  a  conver- 
sation, similar  to  the  one  above  detailed,  again  occurred. 
I  then  learned  that  the  paper  had  gone  out  of  the  .Mayor's 
hands,  ily  impression  is  the  Board  of  Aldermen  met 
anain  the  same  evening,  but  of  this  1  am  not  certain. 

DANL.  F.  TIEMANN. 

Sworn  before  me  this  ISth  { 
day  of  April,  I'AG.  ) 

F.  R.  TiLi.or.  Rfcoiikr. 
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No.  59. 

City  and  County  ofJYew  York,  ss: — Ambrose  C.  Kings- 
land,  being  duly  affirmed,  says  as  follows: 

I  was  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  York  from  1st  January,, 
1851,  to  1st- January,  1853. 

I  have  read  the  examination  of  Theodore  Martine  and 
of  Alderman  Daniel  F.  Tiemann,  in  which  my  name  is 
mentioned. 

I  remembeT  the  circumstance  of  approving  of  the  grant 
of  the  Roosevelt  street  ferry  to  John  H.  Martine,  and  the 
fact  that  no  person  made  any  ol)joction  to  it  h(  fore  ap- 
proving of  it.  I  kept  the  resolution  until  the  last  day 
allowed  by  law  for  m}'  approval,  and  no  opposition  being 
made  to  it,  I  gave  it  my  approval,  I  also  remember  an 
interview,  at  the  Mayor's  office,  with  John  H.  Martine, 
Alderman  Compton  or  Tlieodore  Martine,  or  one  or  all  of 
them,  in  which  I  had  some  conversation  about  the  employ- 
ment of  Capt.  Dunn,  in  some  capacity,  on  that  ferry;  I 
never  proposed  that  he  should  have  any  interest  in  the 
grant  other  than  as  an  employee;  I  felt  an  interest  ^in 
Capt.  Dunn,  and  desired  that  he  should  have  some  em- 
ployment; what  I  said  was  only  a  casual  suggestion,  which 
passed  over,  and  I  thought  nothing  more  of  it;  I  had  no 
idea  of  making  any  traffic  or  bargain  in  the  matter,  but 
simply  to  give  Capt.  Dunn  some  employment. 

I  remember  having  an  ii].terview  with  Alderman  Tie- 
mann, at  the  Comptr*  Uer's  office  and  at  tlie  Mayor's 
office,  after  the  above  grant  had  been  approved  of,  and  of 
Mr.  Tiemann's  having  expressed  his  regret  that  I  had 
signed  it,  and  of  my  remarking  to  him  that  he  ought  to 
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liave  let  me  known  before  I  had  approved  of  the  bill,  with 
his  explanations,  and  that  if  auy^  good  reasons  had  been 
presented  to  me,  I  would  have  vetoed  it.  I  cannot  recol- 
lect the  particulars  of  our  conversations,  or  what  occurred 
further  on  these  occasions;  but  I  am  conlideut  that  had 
any  objections  been  made  to  me  in  time,  which  I  should 
have  deemed  reasonable,  I  should  have  vetoed  it;  and  I 
did  not  intentionally  use  any  means  whatever  to  delay  the 
recalling  the  bill  before  it  passed  out  of  my  oflioe:  al- 
though I  don't  recollect  what  occurred  on  my  return  to 
my  office  from  the  Comptroller's  office,  but  am  under  the 
impression  that  I  sent  for  Mr.  Valentine  and  found  I  was 
too  late  to  recall  the  bill. 

I  have  read  the  deposition  of  George  IT.  Purser,  in 
which  my  name  is  mentioned.  I  recollect  receiving  a 
paper  from  Mr.  Purser,  which  I  believe  is  the  same  in  sub- 
stance as  the  one  auneved  to  his  deposition  as  an  exhibit. 
I  told  Mr.  Purser  I  would  let  him  know  when  I  should 
apfti'ovc  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Fort  Ganscvoort 
grant,  which  I  accordingly  did,  and  the  j^apcr  which  he 
sent  me,  1  think  I  took  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  either 
at  that  time  or  afterwards. 

I  recollect  Alderman  Bard,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  on  the  day  the  grant  of 
the  Fort  Ganscvoort  property  was  made  to  RcuV)en  Love- 
joy,  having  some  jiapcrs  in  his  hands,  wincli  1  untlcrstood 
him  to  say  were  a  direction  from  Mr.  Jjovejoy  to  have  the 
grant  made  to  Mr.  Draper,  and  Mr.  Draper's  consent  to 
receive  it.  I  renu-inber  executing  the  several  grants  of 
that  property,  one  to  Mr.  Draper  and  one  afterwards  to 
Mr.  Varinnii,uud  did  so  on  their  being  sent  to  me  Ity  tlie 
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Corporation  Counsel  for  my  signature,  and  presumed,  on 
seeing  his  written  approval  on  the  back  of  each  of  them, 
that  they  were  correct.  I  understood  the  one  miade  to 
Mr.  Varnum  was  made  in  lieu  of  the  one  to  Mr.  Draper, 
because  Mr.  Draper  was  one  of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms 
House  Department,  and  it  was  considered  doubtful  whether 
he  could  hold  it.  I  have  no  recollection  of  the  cancel- 
ment  of  the  mortgage  from  Mr.  Draper,  and  cannot  re- 
member the  details  of  what  was  done  on  the  occasion; 
whatever  I  did  do  was  done  under  the  belief  and  under- 
standing that  it  was  all  right,  and  it  had  passed  the  exam- 
ination of  the  Counsel. 

I  have  no  knowledge,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  any 
money  or  the  promise  of  any  money  or  thing  whatever 
being  given  to  any  member  of  the  Common  Council  or 
ofi&cer  of  the  city  government,  for  his  influence  or  vote  in 
relation  to  any  matter,  thing  or  proceeding  whatever. 


A.  C.  KINGSLAND. 


Affirmed  before  me,  this,  11th  / 
day  of  January,  1854.         ^ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  60. 


City  and  Comity  of  JYew  York,  a\9;— ^Charles  Burdett, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
at  the  American  Hotel,  and  am  Mayor's  Clerk.  On  the  day 
the  report  and  resolution  granting  the  Roosevelt  street 
ferry  came  into  the  Mayor's  office,  after  being  passed  by  the 
Common    Council,  Alderman  Compton  came  in   and  re- 
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quested  me  to  get  the  Mayor  to  sIlmi  it  as  poon  as  possible; 
lie  said  it  was  all  right;  it  was  now  a  mere  dumping 
ground,  and  was  bringing  in  a  very  little,  and  the  ferry 
would  biing  in  three  th  usand  dollars  a  year;  that  he  was 
very  anxious  indeed  to  get  it  .>-igned  for  Mr.  Martine's 
sake;  that  Mr.  Mai  tine  had  been  very  kind  to  him  wlicn 
he  was  in  want  of  a  friend;  that  he  had  lent  him,  (Comp- 
ton,)  money  when  he  went  into  business;  this  was  the  tcuor 
of  the  conversation;  and  on  that  morning  I  handed  the 
papers  to  the  Mayor,  and  repeated  this  conversation  to 
him.  Alderman  Comi)ton  called  repeatedly  during  the 
time  the  papers  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Mayor,  and  urged 
me  to  get  the  Mayor  to  sign  it,  saying  that  it  was  all 
right,  and  that  i.e  was  anxious  to  .show  his  gratitude  to 
Martine;  I  always  repeated  the  conversation  had  with 
Alderman  Compton  to  the  Mayor  word  for  word  as  near 
as  I  could,  on  one  occasion,  when  I  was  speaking  to  the 
Mayor  about  it,  and  before  he  approved  of  it,  he  said  he  be- 
lieved itVas  all  wrong,  but  that  nobody  had  come  up  to 
oppo.se  it;  1  think  the  ))apers  were  kej)t  until  the  last  day 
before  it  w,is  approved;  1  do  not  know  at  what  time  of 
the  day  it  was  signed,  nor  do  I  remember  who  returned  it 
to  the  Clerk's  Olhce;  1,  upon  one  occasion,  said  to  the 
Mayor,  that  if  it  was  all  right,  I  hoped  he  would  sign  it, 
as  Ahloniian  Compton  had  always  b(.'en  a  kind  fii(.Mid  to 
me,  an<l  I  would  like  to  oblige  him  In  a  day  or  two 
after  the  approvaUby  the  Mayor,  1  was  in  the  keeper's 
room  when  A  Merman  Compton  came  to  me  and  said  I 
liavc  something  for  you;  I  asked  him  what  it  was-,  and  he 
said  Mr.  Marline  hail  sent  somclhing  down  to  mo  for  the  as- 
sistance 1  had  rend'red  in  getting  that  bill  signed,  and 
he  handed  nie  a  iilty  dollar  bill. 
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I  toldniim  I  had  not  done  any  thing  to  earn  that  amount; 
he  said  Mr.  Martine  thought  I  had,  or  that  he,  Alderman 
Compton,  told  him  I  had,  and  I  had  better  take  it;  I  took 
the  money,  and  went  back  to  my  office  and  wrote  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Martine,  returning  the  fifty  dollars,  stating  that  I 
had  received  that  sum  from  Compton,  as  coming  from  him, 
Martine,  and  that  I  was  not  aware  of  having  done  any 
service  to  earn  it,  and  added,  if  I  had  rendered  any  ser- 
vice in  reference  to  the  ferry  it  was  to  oblige  Mr.  Comp- 
ton, and  I  would  not  have  done  any  thing  about  it  unless 
I  had  felt  it  was  right.  I  delivered  the  letter  (of  which 
I  kept  no  copy,)  to  Mr.  Hinchman,  who  first  read  it,  to  be 
delivered  in  person  to  Mr.  Martine,  which  he  did.  A  day 
or  two  afterwards  Alderman  Compton  came  to  me  and 
appeared  to  be  offended,  because  I  had  returned  the  mo  ney 
to  Mr.  Martine  instead  of  returning  it  to  him,  if  I  did  not 
intend  to  keep  it.  I  told  him  I  thought  not,  as  the  money 
came  from  Mr.  Martine,  I  ought  to  return  it  to  him. 

I  don't  know  this  Mr.  Martine,  and  don't  know  that  I 
ever  saw  him. 

After  I  had  been  before  the  Grand  Jury  as  a  witness,  I 
told  Mr.  Compton  what  I  testified  before  the  Grand  Jury 
in  reference  to  this  subject.  He  remarked  that  I  had 
made  a  great  mistake,  that  the  fifty  dollars  was  the  money 
I  had  borrowed  of  him. 

I  told  him  that  could  not  be,  as  I  owed  him  seventy-five 
dollars  yet,  and  that  fifty  dollars  I  had  sent  back,  and  that 
I  had  not  paid  him,  as  he  had  never  asked  me  for  it.  He 
followed  me  into  the  office,  and  I  drew  him  a  check  for 
the  seventy-five  dollars,  and  at  the  same  told  him  I  should 
11 
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want  one   hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in 
April,  and  he  said  I  should  have  it  if  1  ^vanted  it. 

CHARLES  BURDETT. 

Sworn,  before  nic,  this  22d  ( 
day  of  April,  1853.  ^ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  01. 


City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  5^;— RiciiARD  T.  CoMP- 
TON,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — 

I  was  Alderman  of  the  Eighth  Ward,  from  1st  January, 
1852,  to  1st  January,  1854,  and  was  President  of  the  Board 
during  that  time.  The  several  depositions  of  Theodore 
Martine,  Charles  Burdett,  Daniel  F.  Ticmann  and  John 
II.  Martine,  in  which  my  name  is  mentioned,  have  been 
read  to  me;  I  recollect  calling  in  at  the  Mayor's  office 
when  Mr.  Theodore  ^lartine  and  Mr.  John  II.  Martine 
were  there,  in  relation  to  the  Roosevelt  street  ferry;  I 
called  there  on  other  business;  I  took  no  particular  part 
in  the  conversation  on  that  subject,  as  I  felt  a  degree  of 
delicacy  about  it;  I  remember  the  Mayor's  sjicaking  about 
the  captain  in  reference  to  it,  and  also  in  reference  to 
improving  the  streets;  I  cannot  recollect  the  particulars,  as 
they  made  no  impression  uii  Jiiy  niiiid,  as  1  had  no  interest 
in  the  matter  myself. 

As  regards  the  statement  of  Mr.  Burdett  in  relation  to 
the  fifty  dollars  wliich  he  alleges  I  handed  to  him  as  a 
present  from  Mr.  Martine,  it  is  untrue;  I  lent  him  money 
about  that  time,  cither  fifty  dollars  or  one  hundred  dollars, 
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I  don't  remember  vliich;  he  asked  me  to  loan  him  the 
money  whilst  I  was  in  the  keeper's,  room  washing  my 
hands;  I  never  made  him  any  present,  or  offered  to  make 
him  any  present  either  in  my  own  behalf  or  on  behalf  of 
Mr.  Martine,  for  any  services  he  rendered  in  regard  to 
that  grant,  or  any  other  grant. 

It  is  true  that  when  he  stated  to  me  what  he  had  testi- 
fied before  the  Grand  Jury,  I  expressed  my  astonishment  at 
it,  and  told  him  he  ought  not  to  have  made  such  a  state" 
ment,  as  it  was  not  true. 

Mr.  Martine  after  receiving  the  fifty  dollars  from  Mr.  Bur 
dett,  handed  the  amount  to  me,  together  with  Mr.  Burdett's 
note,  inclosing  the  amount;  it  is  true  that  I  was  offended  at 
Burdett's  sending  the  money  to  Martine,  and  so  expressed 
my  displeasure  to  Mr.  Burdett,  because  Mr.  Martine  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it,  as  it  was  money  loaned  by  me  to 
Mr.  Burdett  on  his  own  request,  and  the  idea  conveyed 
in  his  note  was  entirely  untrue,  and  I  so  told  Mr.  Burdett 
at  the  time. 

I  remember  Alderman  Tiemann's  accompanying  me  to 
look  at  the  condition  of  the  property  at  the  foot  of  Roose* 
velt  street,  that  he  might  judge  of  its  value  to  the  city. 

I  think  I  remember  that  Alderman  Tiemann  in,  discuss- 
ing the  subject  in  the  Board,  said  something  about  the 
value  of  the  wharfage,  amounting  to  more  than  the  pro- 
posed rent  for  the  ferry,  and  my  object  in  inviting  him 
down  to  look  at  the  property  was  that  he  might  judge  of 
itsv  alue.  I  verily  believed  at  that  time,  and  still  believe, 
that  the  amount  of  rent  of  the  grant  to  Mr.  Martine  was 
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sufficient,  and  though  Mr.  Tiemann  and  myself  differed  on 
that  point,  it  was  a  matter  of  opinion. 

I  cannot  remember  the  details  of  the  proceedinjrs  of  the 
Board  in  relation  to  the  grant,  but  all  my  acts  in  the 
Board  and  out,  including  my  votes,  Tvere  in  good  faith, 
and  from  what  I  believed  proper,  for  the  good  of  the  city. 
The  ferry  on  the  Brooklyn  side  was  not  owned  by  this 
city,  but  an  additional  rent  has  to  be  paid  by  the  grantees. 
I  think  Alderman  Tiemann  is  in  error  as  to  the  amount 
of  whariage  of  that  slip.  At  the  time  of  the  grant  I  was 
under  the  belief  that  it  did  not  bring  lialf  the  amount  of 
the  proposed  ferry  rent.  I  remember  meeting  Alderman 
Tiemann  in  the  City  Hall  previously  to  our  going  down 
to  look  at  the  Roosevelt  street  property,  where  we  had 
some  conversation  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  on  the  way 
down — the  particulars  of  which  I  don't  remember. 

I  have  no  recollection  of  meeting  Alderman  Tiemann  in 
the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Assistants,  as  is 
detailed  in  his  deposition,  or  having  any  conversation 
there  with  him  on  the  subject,  as  he  states. 

I  had  no  interest,  directly  or  indirectly,  implied  or 
otherwise,  in  the  grant  to  Mr.  Martine,  nor  have  I  ever 
had,  nor  have  I  now;  as  regards  tlie  amount  of  rent,  I  con- 
sidered it  a  pure  matter  of  judgment  and  opinion,  about 
which  the  members  might  honestly  differ  in  opinion. 

In  all  my  proceedings  in  relation  to  it,  1  have  been 
governed  exclusively  by  a  sense  of  duty,  according  to  my 
best  judgment. 

I  felt  a  delicacy  in  the  matter,  as  I  have  mentioned 
above,  because  my  father,  Mr.  Anthony   Compton,  was 
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interested  in  the  application;  in  all  my  ofi&cial  action  in 
regard  to  it,  I  was  particularly  careful  on  that  account, 
and  never,  to  my  knowledge  or  belief,  allowed  it  to  influ- 
ence me  in  my  proceedings. 

I  have  no  knowledge,  either   directly  or  indirectly,  of 

any  member  of  the  Common  Council  having  received  any 

money,  promise,  or  thing  whatever,  to  influence  his  vote 

or  action  in  regard  to   any  grant,  or  other   proceeding 

whatever. 

R.  T.  COMPTON. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  10th  > 
day  of  January,  1854.        S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  62. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — James  W.  Fltnn, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
at  Harlem;  am  a  stage  proprietor;  I  am  one  of  the  grantees 
of  the  Third  Avenue  Railroad;  my  associates  were  Myn- 
dert  Van  Schaick,  Philip  Reynolds,  Horace  M.  Dewey, 
John  B.  Dingledein,  John  Murphy,  Thomas  Murphy,  Eli- 
jah F.  Purdy,  George  Caplin,  Oscar  F.  Benjamin,  Bryan 
McCahill,  James  McElvaney  and  Patrick  McElroy;  I  be- 
lieve the  grant  was  obtained  from  the  Corporation  in  De- 
cember, and  accepted  by  the  company  on  the  1st  day  of 
January  last,  when  it  was  approved  by  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  Mr.  Davies. 

Before  procuring  the  grant,  there  was  money  raised  by 

the  company  for  procuring  it,  Ijut  in  what  way  it  was  used 
I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge;  I  do  not  know  the 
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exact  amount  raised,  I  gave  something  over  two  thousand 
dollars  towards  the  fund;  the  money  which  I  paid  was  in 
checks,  payable  to  the  order  of  another  member  of  the 
company:  I  think  two  of  the  checks  were  on  the  Empire 
City  Bank,  and  oi:^e  of  them  on  the  Citizens'  Bank,  Imt  I 
am  not  certain;  I  do  not  know  whctlier  the  checks  liave 
been  destroyed  or  not,  they  were  made  payable  to  the 
order  of  the  person  to  whom  I  gave  them;  I  gave  them  to 
Horace  M.  Dewey,  but  am  not  certain  whether  I  made 
them  payable  to  the  order  of  himself  or  Dewey  «fe  Dingle- 
dein,  who  are  ])artncrs  in  a  stage  line;  I  was  given  to 
understand,  by  Mr.  Dewey,  all  my  associates,  except  Mr. 
Van  Schaick  and  Mr.  Reynolds  paid  the  same  as  I  did; 
those  two  gentlemen  were  not  in  the  habit  of  attending 
our  meetings;  we  met  at  different  places,  by  written  or 
verbal  notice;  we  had  no  regular  organized  meetings;!  do 
not  know  how  much  money  was  raised,  altogether,  nor 
where  tlie  money  went  to;  the  money  which  I  paid  I  never 
had  any  account  of  it,  or  had  a  receipt  for  it. 

It  was  never  stated  at  our  meetings,  in  my  presence, 
how  much  it  was  going  to  cost;  the  reason  why  I  gave  two 
thousand  dollars  was  because  I  understood  that  each  one 
who  did  ])ay  was  to  pay  a  similar  amount;  the  money  was 
paid  in  thVcc  separate  installments;  the  first  two  were  seven 
hundred  and  forty  or  seven  hundred  and  seventy  dollars 
each,  the  balance  on  the  third  payment;  Mr.  Dewey  was 
the  treasurer  of  the  whole  fund;  I,  or  my  partner,  .Tolin 
Murphy,  paid  the  money  to  Mr.  Dewey,  in  the  checks 
above  referred  to;  my  impression,  derived  from  what  pass- 
ed, was  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  doUaws  was  to  be 
placed  where  one  of  the  Assistant  AMormen  could  get  it; 
there  was  more  money  raised  after  it  passed  the  Board  of 


1335  (Doc.  No.  55. 

Assistants;  it  was  raised  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  it 
through  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

My  impression,  derived  from  what  passed,  that  the  sum 
was  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Dewey,  who  was  to 
place  it  where  one  of  the  Aldermen  could  get  it. 

I  think  the  first  sum  raised  after  it  passed  the  Board  of 
Assistants,  was  between  nine  thousand  and  ten  thousand 
dollars,  and  afterwards  a  further  sum  of  from  seven  thous- 
and to  eight  thousand  dollars;  I  did  not  ask  how  this 
money  was  disposed  of,  and  he  advised  me  not  to  ask  any 
questions;  I  think  this,  most  likely,  was  Mr.  Dewey;  I 
think  Mr.  Dewey  told  me  he  had  promised  Alderman 
Tweed  three  thousand  dollars  to  get  the  grant  through  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  and  this  he  told  me  after  the  grant 
had  passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  there  was  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  from  twenty-eight  thousand  to  thirty  thousand 
dollars  raised;  I  understood  that  Alderman  Francis  got  a 
part  of  it;  the  amount  which  he  got  was  not  stated;  I  don't 
know  of  any  body  else  being  paid;  after  the  grant  had 
'  passed.  Alderman  Francis  met  me  in  the  street,  and  he 
wanted  to  know  what  kind  of  man  Mr.  Dewey  was;  that 
he,  Dewey,  had  promised  him,  Francis,  nine  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  he  believed  if  he  had  asked  he  would  have  pro- 
mised all  New  York;  he  wanted  me  to  speak  to  the  com- 
pany, and  get  them  to  pay  it,  by  using  my  influence;  I  don't 
think  I  made  any  promise  about  it;  he  did  not  get  it;  this 
is  the  only  time  that  any  member  of  the  Common  Council 
spoke  to  me  of  money  matters  in  relation  to  the  grant,  or 
I  to  them,  and  this  was  after  the  grant  had  passed;  my 
partner.  Murphy,  paid  his  share,  and  I  think  McElvaney, 
McElroy  and  McCahill  also  paid  theirs.    It  was  distinctly 
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stated  at  these  meetings  of  tlic  company,  that  this  money 
was  not  paid  for  the  purpose  of  bribing  the  Aldermen,  but 
that  they  knew  there  were  a  great  many  expenses  attend- 
ing such  matters;  I  don't  remember  what  Dewey  said  when 
these  statements  were  made;  after  the  grant  was  passed, 
we  formed  an  association,  with  a  capital  of  four  hundreif 
thousand  dollars,  and  divided  it  into  thirteen  equal  shares, 
among  the  grantees;  Philip  Reynolds  was  ajtpointed  our 
treasurer,  and  several  grantees  have  paid,  I  believe,  the 
instalments  as  called  for;  the  amount  we  originally  fur- 
nished has  never  been  accounted  for,  or  deducted  from  the 
price  of  their  shares. 

JAS.  W.  FLYNN. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  19th  } 
day  of  May,  lb.>j.  f 

F.  11.  TiLLOD,  Recorder. 


Xo.  03. 

City  and  County  of  JWw  York,  ss: — James  McElvaxey, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside 
at  No.  35  Lexington  avenue;  I  am  a  stage  proprietor;  I 
am  one  of  the  grantees  of  the  Third  avenue  railroad,  and 
am  a  partner  of  l*atrick  McElroy;  Mr.  Dewey  first  called 
on  me,  at  my  house,  to  go  in  foi^  the  application;  I  was  at 
first  opposed  to  it,  and  said  I  would  think  of  it  for  a  few 
days;  afterwards  he  called  again  at  the  stable,  and  told 
me  it  would  not  cost  iile  any  thing  to  get  it,  and  I  agreed 
to  go  in;  after  this,  wc  had  the  meeting  in  Broadway,  at 
the  saloon  spoken  of  in  the  afiidavit  of  Mr.  McElroy,  and 
there  I  paid  my  portion  of  the  money;  Mr.  Dowey.  at  tliat 
meeting,  said  he  wanted  some  eight  or  nine  thousand  dol- 
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lars,  to  pay  expenses  for  getting  the  grant  of  that  rail- 
road; all  who  were  present  agreed  to  it,  and  paid  their 
proportions;  it  was  understood  there  were  to  he  thirteen 
grantees;  after  this,  and  before  it  passed  the  Board  of 
Aldermen,  some  of  us  met  at  Tammany  Hall,  at  which 
meeting  McCahill,  the  two  Murphy's,  Flynn,  Reynolds, 
and  Dewey  were  there;  Mr.  Dewey  there  stated  more  mon- 
ey was  wanted;  I  think  he  named  seven  or  eight  thousand 
dollars;  I  gave  my  check  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  to- 
wards making  up  that  sum;  this  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
was  paid  for  myself  and  partner,  Mr.  McElroy. 

All  the  others  who  were  present  gave  their  checks  for 
the  money,  no  bank  bills  passed;  the  amount  which  myself 
and  my  partner  paid  was  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
each,  for  getting  the  grant  through  the  two  Boards;  I  never 
paid  any  money,  for  procuring  the  grant,  in  any  way,  ex- 
cept as  above  stated,  nor  has  Mr.  Dewey  rendered  me  any 
account  of  the  mode  in  which  he  disposed  of  that  money; 
but  did  one  day  say  to  me,  "  Mc,  one  of  these  days,  I  will 
give  you  an  account  of  how  I  have  disposed  of  that  money;" 
I  never  asked  him  to  give  me  an  account  of  it. 

About  a  week  after  the  final  passage  of  the  grant,  George 
Caplin,  one  of  the  grantees,  called  on  me,  and  said  he 
wanted  to  raise  about  eight  or  nine  thousand  dollars, 
which  he  said  he  had  promised  to  some  one  for  getting  the 
grant,  as  I  understood  it;  I  turned  upon  him,  and  said,  I 
would  not  give  a  dollar  more,  and  I  did  not  give  it. 

JAMES  McELVANEY. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  23d  t 
day  of  May,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLQ-u,  Recorder. 
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No.  04. 
City  and  County  of  JVeio  York,  .v^;— Patrick  McElroy, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  33  Lexington  avenue:  am  a  stage  proprietor;  I  am 
one  of  the  grantees  of  tlic  Third  avenue  railroad;  my  as- 
sociates are,  Myndert  Van  Schaick,  Horace  M.  Dewey, 
John  B.  Dingledein,  Thomas  ;Murphy,  John  Murphy.  James 
W.  Flynn,  Philip  Reynolds,  James  McElvancy, Elijah  F. 
Purdy,  George  Caplin,  Bryan  McCahill  and  Oscar  F.  Ben- 
jamin. 

I  think  we  got  the  grant  on  New  Year's  day  last;  there 
was  money  raised  previous  to  the  obtaining  the  grant; 
myself  and  McElvaney  being  partners  in  the  stage  busi- 
ness, having  a  route  on  the  Bowery  and  Third  avenue,  and 
believing  that  the  establishment  of  a  railroad  on  that  route 
would  injure  our  line,  I  went  in  and  furnished  money  to 
the  amount  of  about  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  which  1  paid 
to  Mr,  Dewey,  who  said  it  was  to  be  used  for  expenses  for 
something  which  Ik.'  did  not  explain  at  the  time,  but  said 
he  would  explain  afterwards;  the  first  meeting  I  had  with 
any  of  my  associates,  on  this  subject,  was  in  tiie  Park,  with 
John  Murphy  and  Mr.  Dewey. 

At  thiri  meeting.  Murphy  told  me  Dewey  was  looking 
for  me;  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards  Dewey  saw  me,  and 
said  he  wanteil  some  money  for  expenses;  he  said  there 
was  money  to  be  raised,  and  he  wanted  so  much  from  me; 
he  said  he  wanted  six  hundred  from  me,  and  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars  from  both  of  u.^,  moaning  myself  and  partner, 
Mr.  McElvaney,  six  hundred  dollars  each;  1  don't  think, 
at  that  time,  he  told  me  what  the  money  was  to  be  used 
for;  that  was  all  that  was  said  at  that  time;  I  gave  him, 
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at  that  time,  the  note  of  McElvancy  and  McElroy,  at  four 
months,  for  twelve  hundred  dollars;  that  note  was  dis- 
counted in  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  has 
since  been  paid. 

Dewey,  Dingledein  &  Co.,  got  it  discounted,  I  think; 
not  long  after  I  met  Mr.  McCahill,  McElvaney,  Mr.  Dewey, 
the  two  Murphy's  and  Mr.  Purdy  and  Mr.  Flynn,  of  our 
associates,  at  a  dining  saloon,  at  the  corner  of  Fourth 
street  and  Broadway;  we  were  to  have  met  at  the  Empire 
City  Bank,  but  on  my  arriving  there,  I  was  requested  by 
some  of  them  to  go  over  the  way  to  the  above-named 
saloon;  we  met  there  to  raise  money;  after  we  got  in  Mr. 
Dewey  was  the  spokesman;  he  said  he  wanted  so  much 
money  from  each,  I  do  not  remember  the  amount  he  stated; 
he  stated  the  aggregate  sum  that  was  necessary  to  be 
raised;  the  amount  I  don't  remember  exactly,  it  was  over 
five  thousand  dollars,  and  may  have  been  ten  thousand 
dollars;  he  said  it  svas  for  expenses  in  getting  the  grant; 
all  that  were  there,  agreed  that'  the  amount  he  wanted 
should  be  raised;  I  then  gave  a  check  for  my  proportion,  but 
I  don't  remember]  the'[amount,  either  on  the  Broadway  or 
Pacific  Banks;  this  was  in  addition  to  the  note  I  had  be- 
fore given;  I  think  all  that  were  there  paid  a  similar 
amount  as  myself;^I^think  the^meeting  last  spoken  of  was 
after  the  grant  passed  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen; 
it  was  stated,  at  that  meeting,  or  at  some  other  time  by 
Mr.  Dewey,  that  it  had  cost  ten  thousand  dollars  to  carry 
it  through  the  Board  of  Assistants. 

"We  knew  when  it  came  to  that  time,  that  is,  after  it  had 
passed  the  Board  of  Assistants,  that  it  would  cost  as 
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much  to  carry  it  throu^li  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  the 
money  was  raised  for  the  jiurpose  of  getting  it  through 
tliat  Board;  I  don't  think  wc  had  any  other  meeting  until 
after  it  i)assed  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  I  think  the  Monday 
or  Tuesday  after  it  passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  we  had 
a  meeting  in  Van  Schaick  &,  Reynolds'  office,  corner  of 
Pine  and  Nassau  streets;  there  were  present  at  that  meet- 
ing all  the  associates  except  Mr.  Van  Schaick;  Mr.  Dewey 
there  stated  that  all  the  money  he  had  had  was  gone,  and 
he  would  satisfy  us  what  had  become  of  it,  and  then  wanted 
more  money,  some  six  or  eight  thousand  dollars,  to  meet 
more  exjienscs. 

He  did  not  say  to  whom  it  was  to  be  paid,  but  that  it 
was  money  he  bad  promised  fur  procuring  the  grant;  the 
money  was  raised  on  the  spot;  I  paid  my  proportion,  what- 
ever it  was,  it  was  share  and  share  alike;  Mr.  Dewey  after- 
wards, but  the  time  I  cannot  state,  told  me  that  he  had 
paid  from  twenty-six  to  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  to 
both  Boards  for  procuring  the  grant. 

lie  said  he  gave  ten  thousand  dollars  to  the  Board  of 
Assistants,  and  the  balance  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  he 
did  not  state  how  the  money  was  paid  to  the  Board  of  As- 
sistants, or  to  whom,  for  them;  all  he  told  me  was  that  he 
had  promised  to  Alderman  Tweed  either  six  or  eight  thou- 
sand dollars;  I  don't  remember  his  telling  me,  after  he  had 
raised  tlie  money,  that  he  had  paid  it  over  to  Tweed. 

Some  of  my  associates,  at  the  time  we  raised  the  last 
money  above  stated,  wjiispered  to  me  that  money  had  been 
promised  to,  and  must  be  raised  for  Tweed;  !Mr.  Dewey 
has  not  since  rendered  any  account  of  the  above  moneys; 
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I  paid  no  money,  or  promised  any,  in  connection  with  said 
grant,  to  any  person  other  than  as  above  stated. 

PATRICK  Mcelroy. 

Sworn  before  me,  tjjis  23d  > 
day  of  May,  1853.  ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOTJ,  Recorder. 


No.  G5. 


City  and  County  of  Mew  York,  s5;— Thomas  Murphy, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  at 
Yorkville,  in  this  city;  I  am  keeper  of  a  livery  stable. 

I  was  one  of  the  grantees  of  the  Third  Avenue  Railroad, 
and  was  one  of  the  associates  previous  to  the  grant;  the 
grant  was  obtained  on  the  1st  of  January  last;  my  associ- 
ates in  the  grant  are  Mr.  Van  Schaigk,  Mr.  Reynolds,  Mr. 
Dewey,  Mr.  Dingledein,  Mr.  Caplin,  Mr.  Benjamin,  Mr. 
McCahill,  Mr.Purdy,  Mr.  McElroy,  Mr.  McElvaney,  John 
Murphy  and  James  W.  Flynn;  before  the  grant  was  passed 
I  understood  some  money  was  raised  for  the  expenses;  I 
could  not  say  exactly  how  much;  Mr.  Dewey  told  me  money 
was  raised,  and  I  understood  this  from  the  most  of  them; 
I  gave  my  note  towards  this  money,  it  was  six  hundred 
dollars;  I  think  the  note  was  drawn  in  favor  of  John  Mur- 
phy, but  I  am  not  positive;  I  delivered  that  note  to  Mr. 
Dewey;  when  this  note  became  due,  the  amount  of  it,  and 
the  amount  of  a  note  of  Flynn  &  Murphy,  for  a  similar 
amount,  were  renewed  by  another  note  being  given  for  the 
amount  of  both  notes;  this  note  was  given  by  Flynn  & 
Murphy;  this  note  fell  due  yesterday,  and  was  in  part  paid, 
and  for  the  residue  a  new  note  was  given;  I  paid  nothing 
more,  nor  have  I  given  any  other  note  towards  this  money, 
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when  I  gave  the  note  it  was  at  the  office  of  Flynn  &  Mur- 
phy, at  Yorkville;  Mr.  Dewey  came  up  there  and  applied 
for  it;  Mr.  Dewey  apjilicd  to  me  afterwards  for  more 
money,  he  said  there  was  more  money  wauled  for  expenses 
to  carry  the  grant  through. 

I  agreed  to  give  it;  I  don't  recollect  the  amount;  the 
whole  amount  that  each  was  to  give  was  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  two  thousand  or  twenty-one  hundred  dollars;  this 
last  application  for  money  was  made  at  a  saloon  in  Broad- 
way, near  Fourth  street,  where  several  of  the  associates 
met;  that  agreement  to  pay  more  money  was  fulfilled  by  my 
amount  forming  part  of  Flynn  ct  Murphy's  notes;  I  am  re- 
sponsible to  Flynn  «fc  Murphy;  I  understood  the  other  as- 
sociates contributed  the  same  amount  that  I  did;  the  notes 
of  Flynn  &,  Murpliy  were  given  to  Mr.  Dewey,  I  think;  I 
attended  the  meetings  of  the  associates  some  times;  we  had 
no  regular  meetings;  I  never  saw  Mr.  Yan  Schaick  or  Mr. 
Reynolds  at  any  of  these  meetings;  I  don't  know  how 
much  money  was  raised  altogether;  Mr.  Dewey  was  the  prin- 
cipal man  in  receiving  the  money  raised;  I  understood  the 
object  of  raising  this  money  was  to  pay  the  expenses  in  ob- 
taining the  grant;  I  don't  recollect  asking  how  this  money 
was  to  be  disposed  of;  Mr.  Dewey  has  not  given  any  ac- 
count, that  1  know  of,  how  the  money  was  disposed  of;  I 
cannot  explain  what  was  meant  by  the  expenses  for  getting 
the  grant  through;  tliere  was  no  lawyer,  that  1  know  of 
connected  with  thcajjplicants  in  getting  the  grant  tiirough, 
and  I  suppose  there  were  no  law  exi>enses. 

I  signed  no  ])apor  agreeing  to  contribute  l)cfore  the 
grant  passed;  the  money  which  was  paid  by  me,  in  notes, 
as  above,  was  not  allowoil  to  me  as  part  of  my  shares  in 
the  capital  of  the  company. 
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The  idea  in  ray  mind  when  I  contributed  the  money  or 
notes  was,  that  it  was  to  be  paid  to  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  to  get  the  grant  through;  Mr.  Dewey  has  in 
no  way  accounted  to  me  for  the  money  he  received,  or  re- 
turned any  portion  of  it;  I  don't  think  I  have  called  on 
Mr.  Dewey  to  account  for  that  money;  I  never  attended 
any  meetings  of  the  Committees  of  the  Common  Council 
on  the  subject  of  the  grant;  Assistant  Alderman  McGown, 
and  Assistant  Alderman  Wheelan,  and  Assistant  Alderman 
Valentine  are  the  only  members  of  the  Common  Council 
I  remember  to  have  spoken  to  respecting  the  grant;  I  be- 
lieve Mr.  Dewey  keeps  his  bank  account  in  the  Bank  of 

the  State  of  New  York. 

THOMAS  MURPHY. 

Sworn  before  me  this  25th  ) 
day  of  May,  1853.  S 

F.  E.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  66. 
City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — Elijah  F.  Purdy, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:     I  reside 
No.  83  Ludlow  street;   I  am  President  of  the  Empire  City 
Bank. 

I  was  one  of  the  applicants  for  the  Third  avenue  railroad; 
I  have  no  knowledge  how  much  money  was  raised  for  pro- 
curing that  grant;  I  paid  in  myself,  by  check,  which  was 
paid,  seven  hundred  and  thirty,  or  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  between  those  sums;  there  were  thirteen  appli- 
cants; I  don't  know  whether  the  other  applicants  were  to 
pay  in  the  same  proportion  I  did;  the  check  I  gave  was 
payable  to  order;  I  think  I  gave  it  to  Bryan  McCahill;  I 
attended  two  meetings  of  the  applicants  before  the  grant 
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was  made,  one  of  them  was  at  Tammany  Hall,  and  another 
at  a  refectory  in  Broadway,  above  Great  Jones  street;  all 
I  can  say  as  to  the  money  I  advanced  is,  that  it  was  to  be 
used  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  obtaining 
the  grant;  I  cannot  detail  what  was  said  at  the  meetings 
of  the  applicants  above  stated;  I  had  several  meetings 
with  the  applicants  after  the  grant;  it  was  not  stated,  to 
my  recollection,  at  any  of  these  meetings  what  the  grant 
had  cost ;  a  report  was  to  have  been  presented  in  detail 
but  it  never  was  done  to  my  knowledge;  I  afterwards  sold 
out  my  interest  to  Samuel  Lcggctt,  for  nearly  ten  thousand 
dollars;  my  interest  was  one-thirteenth  of  the  grant;  I 
paid  to  Mr.  Davies,  the  late  counsel  of  the  Corporation,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  for  expediting  the  making 
of  the  necessary  papers  for  the  grant;  I  was  anxious  to 
get  the  papers  signed  before  the  coming  in  of  the  new 
Boards  on  the  1st  January,  and  Mr.  Davis  informed  me  he 
could  not  get  the  papers  ready,  in  time,  that  he  had  a  great 
deal  of  other  business  which  was  before  it;  I  said  I  was 
willing  to  pay  extra  if  he  would  get  it  done;  he  called  up 
a  young  man  whom  1  did  not  know:  a  copyist,  I  believe, 
in  the  oflico,  and  asked  him  if  he  could  do  it,  who  said  he 
would  try;  the  papers  were  prepared  in  time,  and  they 
were  executed  on  the  1st  January,  and  delivered  to  some 
of  the  grantees;  sometime  after,  as  I  think,  1  handed  Mr. 
Davies  a  check  for  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  as 
above  stated;  this  is  all  the  money  I  know  that  was  paid 
to  Mr.  Davies,  for  his  services  in  the  matter. 

ELIJAH   F.  i'URDY. 

Sworn  l)cfore  me,  this  7tli  [ 
day  of  July,  lbo3.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  67. 
City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — George  Caplin,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:     I  reside  No. 
181  West  Eighteenth  street. 

I  am  secretary  of  the  Third  avenue  railroad,  and  am  one 
of  the  grantees,  and  there  are  twelve  associates  with  me. 

I  never  paid  any  money  whatever  towards  a  fund  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  that  grant;  I  have  attended 
meetings  of  the  grantees  before  the  grant  was  made. 

I  believe  I  attended  all;  at  these  meetings  there  were 
conversations  among  the  associates  about  the  necessity  of 
raising  money  for  expenses  towards  procuring  the  grant; 
I  heard  Dewey  speak  of  it  and  McElvaney  speak  of  it;  I 
think  about  seven  hundred  dollars  was  named  as  the  sum 
each  was  to  put  in. 

I  have  heard  McElvaney  say,  he  had  paid  or  was  going 
to  pay  an  amount  of  money  for  that  object;  the  only  money 
I  ever  paid  on  any  occasion,  in  connection  with  the  grant, 
was  for  refreshments  furnished  at  some  of  our  meetings;  I 
don't  know  of  any  money  being  given  directly  or  indirect- 
ly to  any  member  of  the  Common  Council  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  the  grant.  * 

I  have  had  pecuniary  transactions  with  Alderman  Fran- 
cis, for  the  last  two  years,  and  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
loaning  him  money;  scarcely  a  week  has  elapsed  that  I 
have  not  loaned  him  money.  Check  for  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, dated  June  17,  1851,  of  William  Cockcroft,  annexed 
to  William  Cockcroft's  deposition  being  shown  to  witness, 
he  says,  this  check  is  indorsed  by  me,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  check  was  paid  to  me  by  Alderman  Francis,  on  account 
13 
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of  money  I  liavc  loaned  him,  und  had  no  connection  what- 
ever with  the  Third  avenue  railroad. 

GEORGE  CAPLIN. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  29tli ) 
day  of  July.  1853.  f 

F.  R.  TiLLou,  Recorder. 


No.  G8. 

City  and  County  ofJYew  York,ss: — Horace  M.  Dewey, 
being  duly  sworn,  this  2d  day  of  June,  1853,  deposes  and 
says  as  follows: 

I  reside  in  this  city,  in  Sixty-first  street,  corner  Third 
avenue. 

I  am  a  lawyer  by  profession,  and  am  now  engaged  in  a 
stage  line,  and  one  of  the  firm  of  Dewey,  Dingeldein  &  Co. 

I  am  one  of  the  grantees  of  the  Third  avenue  railroad, 
and  was  one  of  the  original  applicants  for  said  grant;  Mr. 
Philip  Reynolds  and  myself  together  drew  up  the  articles 
of  association;  I  was  at  one  time  engaged  with  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds in  law  business;  Mr.  Van  Schaick  drew  the  petition 
for  the  application  to  the  Common  Council,  and  as  much 
as  any  body  superintended  the  application;  I  know  he 
spoke  to  Alderman  Alvord  on  the  subject,  and  also  to  As- 
sistant Alderman  Trotter.  All  the  grantees  seemed  to  be 
active  in  endeavoring  to  i>rocure  the  grant;  we  looked 
upon  Mr.  Van  Schaick  as  the  inlluential  man  among  us. 
I  do  not  remember  receiving  from  Mr.  Dingeldein,  my 
partner,  any  check  or  checks  on  the  Empire  City  Bank  or 
the  Citizen's  Bank,  and  1  do  not  remember  having  had  any 
such  checks  in  my  possession. 
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Question.  Did  you  receive  any  check  or  checks  from 
James  W.  Flynn,  in  connection  with  the  grant  of  the 
Third  avenue  railroad,  or  the  application  therefor  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  receiving  any  checks 
in  any  such  connection. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  money  from  Mr.  Flynn  or  his 
partner,  in  such  connection  ? 

j3.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you,  shortly  before  procuring  the  grant  from  the 
Common  Council,  on  the  1st  of  January  last,  receive  any 
money  or  checks  from  Mr.  Flynn  or  his  partner,  for  which 
they  were  not  personally  indebted  to  you  ? 

Jl.  I  might  have  done. 

Q.  Was  the  amount  in  the  neighborhood  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  ? 

J^.  I  do  not  recollect  the  amount. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  you  state  you  wanted  the 
money  ? 

^.  I  don't  .lemember  what  I  stated. 

Q.  Did  you  not  state  that  certain  of  your  associates  in 
that  grant  or  the  application  therefor,  excepting  Mr.  Van 
Schaic-v  and  Mr.  Reynolds,  had  paid  the  same  amount  as 
that  received  by  you  from  Messrs.  Flynn  and  Murphy,  or 
one  of  them,  or  was  to  pay  ? 

^.  I  don't  think  I  ever  so  stated;  I  am  positive  I  never 
so  stated. 

Q.  What  amount  of  money  did  you  receive  from  the 
parties  in  relation  to  that  application  ? 

The  witness  declines  to  answer  the  question,  on  the 
ground  that  the  answer  may  tend  to  criminate  himself. 

Q.  Will  you  state  wherein  and  in  what  way  an  answer 
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to  the  preceding  question  will,  by  the  remotest  possibility, 
have  a  tendency  to  criminate  you  ? 

Question  waived. 

Q.  Did  you  represent  to  any  person  or  persons  that  it 
was  necessary  to  raise  money  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing the  passage  of  that  grant  through  the  Common 
Council  ? 

Jl.  I  don't  know  that  I  represented  that  it  was  necessa- 
ry to  raise  money  to  procure  its  passage  through  the  Com- 
mon Council;  but  I  presume  I  stated  that  it  was  necessary 
to  raise  money  to  defray  expenses  in  procuring  the  grant. 

Q.  What  expenses  do  you  allude  to,  in  making  such 
representations  ? 

^'1.  Any  that  might  arise;  I  did  not  know  what  they 
were  then. 

Q.  Did  you,  after  the  contribution  of  a  certain  amount, 
represent  that  a  further  amount  was  necessary  ? 

JI.  I  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  certain  amounts  being  contrib- 
uted ? 

.^.  I  know  money  was  contributed. 

Q.  And  by  about  how  many  persons  ? 

jI.  1  don't  remember  how  many  contributed. 

Q.  Did  McKlvancy  contribute? 

Jl.  1  think  he  did. 

Q.   Did  Murphy? 

.1.  J  don't  recollect — I  don't  think  he  did. 

Q.  Did  Flynn? 

Jl.  1  think  he  did. 

Q.  1)1  what  iiaiik  did  your  firm  keep  its  account  at  that 
time  ? 

Jl.  In  the  Bank  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
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.  Q.  Do  you  remember  giving  any  checks  prior  to  the 
passage  of  your  grant,  to  any  person  or  persons  to  whom 
you  were  not  personally  indebted  in  your  partnership  ca- 
pacity, in  matters  growing  out  of  your  stage  business  ? 

A.  I  don't  remember  any  particular  person,  but  I  have 
no  doubt  I  did,  several. 

Q.  And  do  you  not  know  that  the  amounts  thus  fur- 
nished have  never  been  returned  to  you  ? 

A.  I  think  all  that  were  given,  previous  to  that  time, 
have  been  returned  to  me,  either  in  money  or  checks. 

Q.  And  was  not  some  of  that  which  has  been  returned 
to  you  since  the  1st  of  January  last,  at  the  time  of  its  be- 
ing furnished  by  you,  so  furnished  without  any  expectation 
on  your  part  of  its  being  returned  to  you  by  the  person 
receiving  it  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you,  since  the  1st  January,  given  any  check 
or  checks  to  any  person  or  persons  to  whom  neither  your- 
self or  firm  were  indebted  for  any  matters  connected  with 
your  stage  business  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  persons  to  whom  you  gave  those 
checks  ? 

A.  I  cannot  recollect  all;  I  will  name  Philip  Reynolds, 
Murphy  &  Flynn,  McElroy  &  McElvaney,  Charles  Fran- 
cis, William  M.  Tweed,  John  L.  Brown,  I  think,  Hamilton 
Woodruff,  William  C.  Freeman,  Mr.  Hungerford,  keeper 
of  Hungerford's  Hotel  ;  these  are  all  I  recollect  at  the 
present  time. 

Q.  Charles  Francis,  whom  you  refer  to,  is  the  Alderman 
of  the  Tenth  Ward  ? 

A.  He  is. 
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Q.  Had  you  any  business  with  Mr.  Francis  anterior  to. 
the  1st  January  ? 

Jl.  I  had ;  I  bought  harness  of  him  some  time  before 
that,  and  other  articles  in  his  line. 

Q.  Had  you  business  transactions  with  Alderman  Tweed, 
of  the  Seventh  Ward,  ])rior  to  that  time  ? 

Jl.  I  don't  know  that  I  had  business  transactions  with 
him;  that  is,  I  never  traded  with  him. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  check  or  checks  to  Al- 
derman Tweed? 

A.  I  let  him  have  money  a  great  many  diflcreut  times, 
sometimes  in  checks  and  sometimes  in  money,  not  over  a 
thousand  dollars  at  any  one  time,  and  down  to  two  hun- 
red  dollars. 

Q.  Where  was  the  office  of  Dewey,  Dingeldein  Sc  Co.  ? 

A.  In  Sixty-first  street,  corner  Third  avenue,  and  No. 
11  Nassau  street. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  commence  furnishing  Alderman 
Tweed  with  money  ? 

Jl.  It  was  within  a  year,  and  I  think  all  of  it  since  the 
application  was  made;  there  may  have  been  some  before, 
but  I  think  not. 

Q.  On  v.  hat  security  did  you  furnish  these  moneys  to 
Alderman  Tweed  ? 

Jl.  On  the  security  of  his  promise  to  pay  it,  or  his 
checks,  dated  ahead. 

Q.  Can  you  assign  any  reason  why  Alderman  Tweed 
applied  to  you  or  your  firm  to  loan  him  money  ? 

Jl.  He  said  lie  was  short;  that  is  the  only  reason  I 
know. 

Q.  Not  having  any  business  transactions  with  him,  did 
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you  not  think  it  strange  that  he  should  make  this  applica- 
tion to  you  ? 

A.  I  did  not  think  any  thing  strange  of  it,  at  the 
time. 

Q,  What  was  about  the  usual  periods  of  time  you  made 
these  loans  ? 

A.  They  varied  from  one  day  to  a  week. 

Q.  How  often  were  they  made  ? 

A.  Almost  as  often  as  I  met  him,  sometimes  once  a 
week  and  sometimes  once  a  fortnight;  it  ran  for  a  long 
period  of  time. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  some  of  them  being  made  in  the 
City  Hall  ? 

A.  I  am  pretty  sure  none  were  made  in  the  City  Hall. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  find  yourself  in  a  position  to 
make  these  loans  ? 

A.  In  the  latter  part  of  last  year. 

Q.  Had  you  in  your  possession,  at  the  time  of  making 
these  loans,  or  had  you  received  moneys  from  other 
sources  than  the  business  of  Dewey,  Dingeldein  &  Co.  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir,  I  had  some. 

Q.  And  was  it  after  you  received  money  from  other 
sources  that  you  commenced  making  these  loans  ? 

A.  It  was  before  I  received  some  of  the  moneys,  and 
after  I  received  some. 

Q.  Have  you  also  made  loans  to  Alderman  Francis  ? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  About  how  often  ? 

A.  Sometimes  once  a  week,  sometimes  once  a  fortnight, 
and  sometimes  once  a  month. 

Q.  And  about  to  what  amount  at  the  different  times  ? 
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A.  I  hardly  ever  let  him  have  over  five  hundred  dollars 
at  a  time;  generally  from  two  hundred  to  five. 

Q.  When  did  you  commence  making  loans  to  Alderman 
Francis  ? 

A.  Along  about  March  or  February  last. 

Q.  In  addition  to  buying  horses  for  your  own  use,  did 
you  sometimes  sell  horses  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  pair  of  horses  owned  by  your 
firm,  finding  their  way  into  the  possession  of  one  of  the 
Aldermen  of  the  city  ? 

A.  I  never  knew  of  any,  and  never  heard  of  any . 

Q.  Have  all  these  moneys  been  returned  to  you,  that 
were  loaned  to  the  various  parties  ? 

A.  I  believe  not. 

Q.  How  much  remains  outstanding  ? 

A.  I  believe  somewhere  between  one  and  two  thousand 
dollars;  Francis  owes  me  two  hundred  dollars;  Tweed 
owes  me  a  thousand  dollars  now. 

Q.  Uow  long  has  Alderman  Tweed  owed  you  a  thou- 
sand dollars? 

A.  I  let  him  have  it  last  Tuesday. 

Q.  How  long  has  Francis  owed  you  ? 

A.  li  may  be  six  weeks. 

Q.  Were  some  of  these  loans  renewals,  to  meet  out- 
standing checks  that  you  had  received  from  these  parties? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Has  there  not  been  an  average  indebtedness  to  you 
for  the  last  three  or  four  months,  from  these  two  Al- 
dermen ? 

A.  Alderman  Tweed  did  not  owe  me  any  thing  until 
Tuesday  last;  for  some  time  I  had  been  sick,  and  out  of 
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town  for  some  time;  during  that  time  "he  0"\7ecl  me  nothing; 
Alderman  Francis  owed  me  the  two  hundred  dollars  some 
six  weeks. 

Q.  What  other  Alderman  or  Assistant  did  you  loan 
money  to,  or  furnish  money  to  ? 

A.  I  don't  remember  any;  1  may  have  loaned  money  to 
John  O'Keefe,  now  an  Assistant  Alderman,  and  don't 
know  that  I  have  since  he  has  been  an  Assistant  Al- 
derman. 

-  Q.  Do  you  not  recollect  that  there  was  a  counter  com- 
pany making  application  for  the  same  railroad  ? 

A.  I  believe  there  were  other  applicants. 

The  further  examination  of  the  witness  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow,  at  12  o'clock,  noon. 

H,  M.  DEWEY. 

JuxE  3,  1853. 
The  examination  of  the  witness  was  resumed. 

Q.  Before  the  passage  of  the  Third  avenue  railroad,  did 
you  have  any  interview  with  any  of  the  Aldermen  or  As- 
sistant Aldermen,  upon  the  subject  of  the  passage  of  that 
grant  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  With  which  of  them  ? 

A.  With  very  nearly  all  of  them. 

Q.  Did  either  of  them,  and  if  so,  which  of  them,  refer 
you  to  any  other  person  or  persons  on  the  subject  ? 

A.  I  think  several  of  them  did  refer  me  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Streets  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  consisting  of 
Aldermen  Francis,  Ward  and  Cornell. 

Q.  And  to  whom  else  ? 
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Ji.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  one  else,  and  do  not 
believe  they  did. 

Q.  Did  you  employ  any  agent  or  agents,  or  procure  to 
Le  employed,  or  furnish  any  means  to  procure  influence,  to 
any  persons  whomsoever,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the 
passage  of  that  grant  through  either  of  the  Boards  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  that  I  furnished  any  means  to  any 
amount;  I  did  employ  persons  to  intercede  in  our  behalf, 
and  have  spent  some  money  about  employing  them. 

Q.  Who  did  you  so  employ  ? 

Jl.  I  got  Andrew  Stevens,  who  is  a  relative  of  Alder- 
man Tweed's  wife,  to  speak  to  Alderman  Tweed  on  the 
subject;  but  I  never  gave  him  any  means,  or  supplied  him 
with  any,  in  connection  with  this  grant. 

Q.  In  reference  to  what,  did  you  supply  him  with 
means  ? 

A.  I  loaned  him  some  money,  which  he  has  paid  me 
back;  and  he  don't  owe  me  a  cent. 

Q.  What  other  agents  did  you  employ,  besides  Andrew 
Stevens  ? 

A.  Alderman  Doherty's  brother. 

Q.  Who  else  ? 

A.  Patrick  Brennan,  Henry  Van  Schaick;  I  don't  re- 
member any  more  now;  I  thinl^  there  were  others;  I  do 
not  remember  any  more  names  now. 

Q.  Did  all  the  persons  employed  l»y  you  render  their 
services  gratuitously,  or  were  they  paid  ? 

A.  They  were  paid  nothing,  to  my  knowledge  or  belief. 
The  only  means  that  was  spent  in  reference  to  them,  was 
for  wines  and  refreshments;  they  had  a  good  sui»i)cr  occa- 
sionally. 

Q.  At  what  place  did  they  get  their  suppers  ? 
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A.  At  various  places,  viz:  at  Sherwood  &  Fisher's, 
Sherwood's,  Tammany  Hall,  French's  Hotel;  sometimes  up 
town,  if  we  happened  to  meet  up  that  way. 

Q.  Did  any  person  receive  or  take  from  any  place  any 
money,  check,  or  other  valuable  thing,  during  the  penden- 
cy of  that  application,  of  which  property  you  had  any 
knowledge  ? 

A.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  thing  of  the  kind. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  funds,  if  any,  placed  in 
your  hands  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  that  grant  ? 

A.  I  decline  answering,  under  the  advice  of  counsel,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  tend  to  criminate  me. 

Q.  Will  you  state  what  disposition  was  made  of  any 
funds  which  came  into  your  hands,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing that  grant  ? 

A.  I  object  to  the  form  of  the  question,  on  the  ground 
that  it  assumes  the  fact  that  I  have  received  funds,  without 
the  fact  being  proved  by  me. 

(Question  withdrawn.) 

Q.  Will  you  state  what  disposition  you  made  of  any 
funds  which  came  into  your  hands  from  McElvaney  and 
others,  his  associates  in  procuring  that  grant  ? 

A.  I  make  the  same  objection  to  this,  as  to  the  last 
question. 

The  question  was  overrulec^. 

Q,  Do  you  know  what  disposition  was  made  of  the 
funds  that  were  raised  by  Mr.  McElvaney  and  others,  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  for  procuring  that 
grant  ? 

A.  I  decline  answering  the  question,  under  the  advice  of 
counsel,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  tend  to  criminate  me. 
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Q.  Have  you,  directly  or  indirectly,  made  or  agreed  to 
make,  any  purchase  of  any  property  of  any  description, 
with  any  mcmljer  of  the  Common  Council,  or  any  other 
person,  on  his  or  their  behalf,  which  you  have  directly  or 
indirectly  paid  for  or  agreed  to  pay  for,  and  which  prop- 
erty has  not  been  delivered  ? 

A.  The  only  case  of  that  kind,  or  any  thing  like  it,  is 
that  I  agreed,  some  time  ago,  and  about  the  time  this 
grant  was  given,  with  Alderman  Francis,  of  the  Tenth 
"Ward,  to  buy  ten  sets  of  harness  from  him,  for  a  new  line 
of  stages  I  was  going  to  put  on,  by  letting  him  have  three 
hundred  dollars  in  money;  the  harness  was  to  be  thirty 
dollars  a  set.  After  I  agreed  to  that,  my  partner,  Mr. 
Dingcldcin,  without  being  acquainted  with  this  agreement, 
I  suppose,  bought  sufficient  leather,  and  employed  a  man 
to  make  fourteen  sets  of  new  harness  for  this  line,  in  our 
own  shop,  which  he  made.  I  told  Mr.  Francis  what  Din- 
geldein  had  done,  and  I  should  not  want  the  harness;  he 
rc])licd  that  he  had  got  part  of  the  stuff  ready  for  it;  one 
hundred  dollars  of  tliat  money,  he  has  since  paid;  two 
hundred  dollars  he  owes  me  yet;  I  lent  him  the  three 
hundred  dollars,  but  afterwards  intended  to  apply  it  to 
that  harness. 

II.  M.  DEWEY. 

Sworn  before  me  on  the  2d  day  of) 
June,  ]}^53,  and  examined  on  that  day  V 
and  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  1S53  ) 

F.  11.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  69. 

City  and  County  of  jYciw  York,  ss: — Mtndert  Van 
ScHAiCK,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: 
I  reside  in  Fifth  avenue,  corner  of  Fourteenth  street;  I 
am  President  of  the  Third  Avenue  Railroad;  I  was  one  of 
the  grantees  of  that  railroad;  it  was  obtained  in  December 
last;  I  believe  it  was  approved  by  the  Mayor  on  the  1st 
January  last,  and  accepted  by  the  grantees  immediately. 

The  grantees  were  myself,  Horace  M.  Dewey,  John  B. 
Dingledein,  the  two  last  named  being  the  proprietors  of  the 
Pearl  street  lineof  stages,  John  Murphy,  James  W.  Flynn, 
proprietors  of  the  Yorkvillc  and  Harlem  line  of  stages; 
Patrick  McElroy  and  James  McElvaney,  part  proprietors 
as  I  understand,  of  the  BulFs  head  line  of  stages;  Philip 
Reynolds, Elijah F.  Purdy,  Oscar  F.  Benjamin,  Bryan McCa- 
hill,  Geo.  Caplin  and  Thomas  2viurphy ;  I  don't  know  of  any 
money  being  raised'  before  the  grant  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  it;  I  do  not  know  of  any  money  being  raised  by 
the  associates  in  relation  to  the  grant;  I  was  not  called  on 
by  any  of  the  associates  in  relation  to  the  grant;  I  was  not 
called  on  by  any  of  the  associates  to  pay  any  money  to- 
wards the  grant;  I  did  no|  attend  any  meetings  of  the  as- 
sociates previous  to  that  grant  being  made;  the  only  com- 
munication I  had  with  my  associates  prior  to  the  said 
grant  will  appear  by  the  two  exhibits  which  I  vrill  annex; 
I  never  did,  directly  or  indirectly,  contribute  towards  any 
fund  in  relation  to  the  grant;  after  the  grant  was  obtained, 
the  company  organized,  I  was  elected  its  president;  and  the 
other  grantee's  associate,  Mr.  Caplin  was  appointed  secre- 
tary; the  capital  of  the  company  is  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  divided  into  thirteen  equal  shares;  the  f!nr,j^tfiL  ^'^ 
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all  jvaiJ  ill  except  about  to  one  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand to  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars;  that  is 
payable  on  the  8th  June;  the  treasurer  of  the  comj)any  is 
Philip  Reynolds;  the  company  is  going  on  in  its  operations. 
I  have  no  knowledge  or  information  of  any  money  having 
been  given  to  any  member  of  the  city  government  in  rela- 
tion to  that  grant:  so  far  as  I  know  it  has  been  conducted 
in  good  faith. 

M.  VAN  SCHAICK. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  25th  ) 
day  of  May,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLou,  Recorder. 

(Exhibit  referred  to  in  Mr.  Van  Schaick's  deposition.) 

I  have  written  the  following  narrative  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  in  applying  for  a  grant  of  a  railroad  on 
the  Third  avenue,  I  was  compelled,  by  an  uncontrolablo 
necessity,  and  not  induced  by  the  desire  of  gain,  to  engage 
in  that  enterprise. 

In  November,  1842,  four  young  German  immigrants, 
headed  by  their  minister,  called  at  my  house  and  purchased 
two  lot^  of  grou.:d  in  Sixteenth  street,  near  Sixth  avenue, 
for  a  church;  declining  to  take  the  bond  of  their  associates 
in  payment,  I  selected  from  their  number  a  young  man 
with  lively  black  eyes,  and  a  cheerful,  ruddy  fi\ce,  and  took 
his  bond  and  mortgage  for  the  purchase  money;  his  name 
is  John  r>.  Dingledein;  he  paid  the  first  interest  in  church 
collections,  of  cents  and  small  change;  shortly  after,  I  sold 
him  a  lot  in  Sixth  avenue,  for  his  bakery. 

lie  went  on  for  several  years  purchasing  lots  from  me 
occasionally,  building  houses,  and  making  money;  ou  one 
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purchase  of  five  lots,  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  I  ad- 
vanced him  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars  in  money  to- 
wards the  buildings;  our  transactions,  on  the  whole,  were 
quite  large;  his  rapid  acquisition  of  the  English  language, 
his  perfect  candor  and  punctuality,  having  inspired  my 
extreme  confidence.  Tuis  narrative  has  now  reached  the 
year  18-19  and  the  beginning  of  the  year  1850,  when  he  be- 
came a  partner,  and  a  few  months  afterwards  sole  owner 
of  the  Pearl  street  line  of  omnibuses,  on  the  Third  ave- 
nue. 

At  this  time  I  advanced  him  heavy  sums  and  endorse- 
ments of  notes  of  two  thousand  dollars,  three  thousand 
dollars,  and  even  five  thousand  dollars  each,  as  his  en- 
gagements required.  This  continued  until  the  amount 
reached  some  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

During  these  operations  I  purchased  thirty-six  lots  of 
ground,  and  a  dwelling  house  for  his  family,  and  built  on 
the  lots  a  coach  house,  and  stables  intended  for  three  hun- 
dred horses.  A  portion  of  these  advances  was  rendered 
necessary  by  the  losses  which  he  sustained  during  the  two 
or  three  seasons  which  were  occupied  by  the  Corporation 
contractor  in  carrying  the  Third  avenue  sewer  up  to  Forty- 
second  street,  through  an  extensive  bed  of  rocks,  blocking 
up  the  avenue,  and  compelling  his  line  to  travel  round 
over  the  hills  and  unregulated  streets  in  that  vicinity. 
This  loss  he  estimates  at  twenty-five  thousand  to  thirty 
thousand  dollars,  besides  very  great  sacrifices  on  sales  of 
real  estate. 

Whatever  they  were,  I  paid  his  deficiencies,  and  sus- 
tained the  line  in  good  condition. 

But. at  length  the  monied  and  note  operations  having 
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become  extremely  large,  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  employ 
an  assistant  to  supervise  his  affairs,  and  to  take  the  charge 
of  his  linanccs,  the  gross  income  of  the  lino  being  at  that 
time  seventy  thousand  to  eighty  thousand  dollars  a  year, 
with  the  prospect  of  a  large  and  continued  increase  of  his 
receipts. 

In  the  office  of  Philip  Reynolds,  Esq.,  there  was  employ- 
ed a  young  lawyer,  of  some  three  years  standing,  who  was 
deemed  to  be  fully  competent  to  the  station.  In  Septem- 
ber or  October,  1851,  I  agreed  with  Horace  M.  Dewey, 
Esq.,  that  he  should  take  charge  of  the  aflairs  of  the  line, 
as  my  agent,  that  he  should  have  his  board  and  two  hun- 
dred and  iJCty  dollars  a  mouth,  until  the  next  summer, 
when  the  good  will  and  chattels  of  the  line  were  to  be  sold 
and  paid  into  my  hands,  for  the  purposes  of  a  final  settle- 
ment with  Mr.  Dingledein. 

Mr.  Dewey  lound  out,  in  about  five  or  six  weeks,  that  he 
could  do  better  than  follow  the  law,  i)rovided  he  could  le- 
come  a  partner  in  the  stage  concern.  In  this  business, 
with  a  large  daily  income,  and  an  indefinite  expenditure, 
a  fortune  could  evidently  be  made  with  industry,  economy 
and  skill,  and  having  sufficient  couQdcnce  in  the  sagacity 
he  had  displayed  in  a  short  period  of  service,  and  never 
indisposed  to  help  a  young  man,  I  at  length  yielded  my 
very  serious  objections,  and  the  partnership  of  Dewey, 
Dingledein  &,  Co.,  was  formed  on  the  Tth  November,  1851. 

I  then  advanced  about  twenty  thousand  dollars  more.  Mr. 
Dewey  offered  to  settle  my  accounts  at  seventy-two  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  line.  My  account  ofadvances  was  stated 
at  sixty-six  thousand  and  thirty  dollars  on  the  personal, 
and  forty  thousand  dollars  as  the  value  on  the  real  estate, 
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making  one  hundred  and  six  thousand  and  thirty  dollars; 
leaving  behind  some  endorsements.  The  firm  was  allowed 
their  own  proposition,  of  five  years,  to  pay  the  debt,  in 
weekly  notes,  that  is  one  every  Saturday. 

In  January  succeeding,  they  delivered  to  me  two  hundred 
notes,  and  a  general  mortgage  for  the  whole  amount,  the 
real  estate  was  to  be  conveyed  when  the  notes  were  all 
paid,  with  the  interest  on  each  one. 

The  slightest  doubt  never  existed,  in  the  mind  of  any 
person  conversant  with  the  subject,  that  they  would  make, 
in  five  or  six  years,  so  much  money  as  to  clear  the  line  and 
real  estate,  which  would  be  to  them  a  fortune. 

This  arrangement,  so  advantageous  in  capital  and  credit 
to  these  working,  men,  with  the  certainty  of  additional  aid 
whenever  their  business  required  a  loan  or  an  endorse- 
ment, had  been  but  a  few  months  in  operation  when  the 
alarm  was  sounded  that  a  railroad  had  been  applied  for  on 
the  Third  avenue.  They  wanted  no  railroad,  and  I  cer- 
tainly did  not,  and  therefore  they  were  at  first  determined 
simply  to  oppose  such  a  grant  to  any  party;  but  the  policy 
of  the  Common  Council  to  extend  the  system  to  every 
main  avenue  from  the  city  became  very  soon  apparent, 
and  that  fact  disclosed  the  necessity  of  a  direct  applica- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  petitions  already 
sent  in  to  that  body.  The  various  aspects  in  which  the 
dilemma  was  to  be  viewed,  created  a  fear  and  distress  of 
mind  which  no  language  can  paint.  There  was  ruin  if 
they  did  not  act,  and  dread  and  suspicion  if  they  did. 
Fear  and  dismay  seized  one  of  them,  and  his  agitations, 
with  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  debt  on  his  young 
shoulders,  became  wild  and  distracting,  and  could  not  be 
13 
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longer  endured.  But  thougli  obliged  and  compelled,  by 
every  moral  as  well  as  commercial  consideration  to  sup- 
port their  claims,  and  prevent  the  destruction  of  their  line, 
I  positively  refused  every  solicitation  to  be  connected 
with  any  application  to  the  Common  Council;  I  refused, 
until  a  conversation  happened  which  vanquished  my  reso- 
lution. Alderman  Alvord  and  myself  arc  members  and 
officers  of  an  insurance  company.  Wc  of  course  meet  fre- 
quently. He  knew  my  situation,  my  views  and  apprehen- 
sions. Now,  says  he,  I  advise  yoti  to  put  your  name  to  the 
petition.  It  will  be  a  guarantee  of  its  purity,  and  cannot 
fail  to  procure  the  grant  on  the  strength  of  the  ground  on 
_  which  you  stand  and  the  merits  of  the  case  itself.  This 
opinion  turned  my  purpose  at  a  critical  moment. 

In  October,  therefore,  under  the  urgency  and  compul- 
sion of  these  circumstances,  and  his  advice,  I  drew,  and 
signed,  with  these  stage  proprietors,  the  petition  to  which 
my  name  is  aflixed,  binding  them,  at  the  same  time,  by  the 
most  solemn  admonitions,  and  exacting  from  them  the 
most  distinct  and  formal  promises  that  nothing  dishonora- 
ble should  be  done  by  them  in  their  cflbrts  to  procure  the 
grant,  and  that  if  it  could  not  be  obtained  without  submit- 
ting to  the  exactions  of  members  of  the  Common  Council, 
the  api)lication  must  be  abandoned.  It  is  sufiicicnt  to  say 
that  there  was  no  opposition  to  the  grant  in  either  Board, 
and  that  the  reports  of  the  Committees  of  both  Boards  fully 
recognize  the  justice  of  the  claims  of  the  stage  proprietors. 

M.  VAN  SCHAICK. 

May,  1853. 

(Exhibit  referred  to  in  Mr.  Van  Schaick's  deposition.) 
To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  JYew  York: 
The  subscribers,  Myndert  Van  Schaick,  John  B.  Dingel- 
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dein,  Horace  M.  Dewey  and  Nicholas  Goelz,  being  in- 
terested to  prevent  the  ruin  of  the  Pearl  street  line  of 
omnibuses,  by  the  running  of  a  railroad  on  the  Third  ave- 
nue, in  opposition  to  that  line,  respectfully  ask  a  grant  or 
privilege  from  your  Honorable  Bodies,  to  them  and  their  as- 
sociates to  lay  and  work  a  double  trapk  of  railroad  on  the 
third  avenue,  from  Sixty-first  street  to  the  Bowery,  Chat- 
ham street.  Pearl  street  to  Franklin  square,  and  on  to  Peck 
slip  if  necessary,  also  a  branch  track,  from  the  corner  of 
Pearl  and  Chatham  to  the  City  Hall,  with  permission  to 
go  to  Harlem  when  the  avenue  is  graded. 

The  principles  of  right  and  wrong  do  not  belong  to  the 
fluctuating  opinions  of  the  day,  but  are  endowed  with  an 
immortality  of  their  own.  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  in- 
tend that  when  the  road  is  to  be  constructed  to  Harlem, 
the  proprietors  of  that  line  shall  be  dealt  with  for  its  pur- 
chase on  reasonable  terms. 

On  the  same  principles  of  justice  and  equity  Mr.  John 
B.  Dingeldein  solicits  the  grant  herein  requested  from  the 
Common  Council.  His  losses,  caused  by  the  obstructions 
on  the  Third  avenue,  and  the  shutting  of  it  up,  to  carry  on 
Corporation  works,  have  been  equal  to  twenty-five  thou- 
sand or  thirty  thousand  dollars,  in  his  estimation,  with 
other  losses,  consequent  upon  the  sacrifice  of  his  property. 

Having  an  equitable  claim  on  the  Corporation  for  their 
favor  and  protection,  if  not  for  the  payment  of  his  dama- 
ges by  their  works,  he  mbst  respectfully  considers  this  ap- 
plication entitled  to  succeed  if  any  railroad  is  granted  on 
the  Third  avenue. 

It  is  susceptible  of  accumulated  proof,  that  in  the  most 
productive  seasons  of  nearly  three  years,  his  line  was  com- 
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pellcd  to  run  louiul,  over  steep,  muddy,  unpavcd  and  gul- 
lied streets,  to  LexinL'ton  avenue,  and  through  a  i)art  of  that 
avenue,  over  the  broken  ground,  loose  earth  and  deep 
holes  of  that  most  diflicult  route,  and  when  it  became  im- 
practicable, then  to  run  round  as  far  as  the  Fourth  avenuC;. 
and  as  a  choice  of  evils,  often  round  through  bad  and 
broken  streets,  by  way  of  the  Second  avenue. 

It  is  evident,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  and  its  long 
continuance,  of  which  this  furnishes  only  a  sliglit  descrip- 
tion, that  Mr.  Dingeldein's  detention  on  liis  route,  and  his 
losses  in  carriages  and  horses  must  have  been  unusual  and 
immense,  and  he  therefore  places  his  claims  for  a  prefer- 
ence over  all  other  applicants  upon  the  justice  and  fellow- 
feeling  of  your  Honorable  Bodies,  as  his  failure  to  obtain 
such  a  preference  must  result  in  his  entire  ruin. 

We  therefore  petition  your  Honorable  Bodies  that  thc- 
right  or  privilege  to  hiy  and  run  the  said  railroad  may  be 
granted  to  the  undersigned  and  their  associates. 

MYNDERT  VAX  SCHAICK,  )   Proprietors 
.KMIN   B.  DIXGELDEIN,  (  of  thr  Pearl 

II.  .M.  DIOWKY,  (shed  line  of 

NICHOLAS  GOELZ,  )    omnibuses. 

October  14,  1852. 

To  the  Common  Council  oj  the  city  of  JVeic  York: 

Whereas,  A  petition  has  been •jn-esen ted  to  your  Honora- 
ble Bodies,  signed  by  Myndcrt  Van  Schaick,  John  B.  Dingcl- 
dcin,  Horace  M.  Dewey  and  Nicliolas  Goelz,  for  the  jmr- 
pose  of  procuring  from  your  Honorable  Bodies  a  license 
to  lay  a  double  track  of  railroad  on  the  Third  avcnue,. 
from  Sixty-first  street,  by  the  route  of  Pearl  street  line  of 
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stages,  to  FranMin  square,  or  to  Peck  slip,  etc.;  and 
■whereas,  your  petitioners  above  named  presented  to  the 
Harlem  and  Yorkville  line  the  offer  to  unite  in  the  said 
petition  for  their  own  protection,  and  the  proprietors  of 
said  line  have  accepted  the  same,  "we  therefore  pray  that 
the  said  proprietors,  J  ohn  Murphy  and  James  TV.  Flynn 
may  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  petitioners  for  said  rail- 
road, and  that  their  names  may  be  included  in  the  grant 
for  said  railroad. 

(Signed,)     JAMES  W.  FLYXN. )  Proprietors  of  the  Har- 
JOHN  MURPHY,       ]  ^^"^  and  Yorkville  line. 

J.  B.  DINGELDEIN,  )    Proprietors 
H.  M.  DEWEY,  (  of  the  Pearl 

N.  GOELZ,  (  street  line  of 

M.  TAX  SCHAICK,  )       stages. 

October  17,  1852. 
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City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Philip  Reynolds, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
at  No.  76  Christopher  street,  and  am  a  Counsellor  at  Law; 
I  am  the  treasurer  and  one  of  the  grantees  of  the  Third 
avenue  Railroad  Company;  there  are  thirteen  grantees, 
Myndert  Van  Schaick  is  the  President,  and  George  Cap- 
lin,  is  Secretary  of  the  Company;  I  think  the  grant  was 
obtained  in  December  last;  and  was  accepted  by  the  gran- 
tees on  or  about  1st  January  last. 

I  attended  no  formal  meeting  of  the  associates  prior  to 
the  obtaining  the  grant,  but  had  casual  meetings  with 
some  of  them  in  the  City  Hall,  previous  to  obtaining  the 
grant. 
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1  do  not  know  of  any  money  bciuiL;  raised  Itclbre  ob- 
taining the  grant  for  the  jiurposc  of  obtaining  it;  Mr.  Mc- 
Elvaneyand  Mr.  Flynn,have  told  me  they  paid  something 
to  ^Ir.  Dewey,  in  relation  to  the  grant;  they  did  not  state 
how  it  was  to  V>c  nsed  and  professed  not  to  know  how  it 
was  to  be  or  had  been  nsed:  James  Conner,  in  Jannary 
or  Febrnary  last,  told  me  in  a  railroad  car,  that  the 
grantees  of  the  Third  avenue  had  paid  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  for  their  grant:  I  don't  know  that  any  one 
else,  Init  McElvancy  and  Flynn,  contributed  to  a  fund  in 
relation  to  obtaining  the  grant,  and  I  only  know  that  they 
did,  from  what  they  told  me;  I  have  heard  other  grantees 
say  they  did  not  give  any  thing. 

After  the  grant  the  Company  organized  and  formed  ar- 
ticles of  association  in  which  we  fixed  the  amount  of  the 
capital. 

There  are  thirteen  shares  held  by  the  thirteen  grantees 
in  equal  portions;  there  was  no  money  given  after  the  grant 
was  obtained  by  any  of  the  grantees,  that  I  know  of;  nor  do 
I  remember  to  have  heard  that  such  was  the  case  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  for  obtaining  the  grant:  1  have  never 
myself,  directly  or  indirectly,  paid  any  money  to  be  given  to 
any  person  for  obtaining  the  grant;  1  have  no  knowledge 
except  as  I  have  stated,  and  no  information  that  I  now 
remember  except  such  as  has  been  communicated  to  me  as 
counsel,  and  that  was  not  information  given  me  to  under- 
stand directly  or  indirectly,  that  any  money  had  been  jiaid 
to  any  of  the  Common  Council  or  city  government,  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  him  to  vote  for  the  grant ;  the  Company 
has  been  organized  in  good  faith  and  its  capital,  all  jtaid 
in   as  far  as  called  for  by  the  several  instalments,  except 
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two  grantees  who  are  in  arrcar,  and  whose  instalments  are 

expected  to  day. 

P.  REYNOLDS. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  25th  [ 
day  of  May,  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  71. 


City  and  County  of  Xew  York,ss: — William  M.  Tweed, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  was  Al- 
derman of  the  Seventh  Ward,  from  the  first  Monday  of 
January,  1852,  to  1st  day  of  January,  1854;  I  have  read 
the  depositions  of  S.  Benson  McGown,  James  W.  Flynn 
and  Patrick  McElroy;  the  information  stated  in  the  de- 
position of  McGown,  stated  to  have  been  given  to  him  by 
Horace  M.  Dewey,  that  Dewey  and  his  associates  in  the 
grant  for  the  Third  avenue  railroad,  paid  to  me  five  thou- 
sand dollars  to  get  the  grant  through  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men is  utterly  untrue. 

I  never  received,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  any  person 
or  persons  whomsoever,  the  said  sum  of  money  or  any  money, 
promise,  or  thing  whatever,  to  get  the  grant  through  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  or  to  influence  my  vote  or  action  in 
any  respect  in  relation  to  said  grant,  and  every  thing  con- 
tained in  the  said  deposition  to  the  contrary,  is  untrue; 
the  information  alleged  in  the  deposition  of  Patrick  Mc- 
Elroy, as  given  to  him  by  Horace  M.  Dewey,  that  he  had 
promised  to  me  either  six  or  eight  thousand  dollars,  for 
procuring  the  grant  of  the  Third  avenue  railroad,  is  utter- 
ly untrue,  he  never,  directly  or  indirectly,  proiflised  me 
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cither  of  the  said  sums,  or  auy  money  or  consideration 
whatever,  for  procuring  the  grant,  or  lor  my  vote  or  ac- 
tion in  any  of  the  proceedings  relating  to  the -same;  and 
every  thing  mentioned  to  the  contrary  in  the  last  mention- 
ed deposition,  is  utterly  untrue. 

The  statement  made  in  the  deposition  of  James  W. 
Flynn,  that  ho  thought  Mr.  Dewey,  told  him  that  he  had 
promised  me  three  thousand  dollars  to  get  the  grant 
through  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  I  have  read;  I  never  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  was  so  promised  by  Mr.  Dewey,  nor 
did  he  at  any  time  to  me,  make  any  remark,  or  use  any 
words,  or  convey  any  idea  to  that  effect,  and  every  thing 
contained  in  Mr.  Flyiin's  deposition  to  the  contrary,  is  ut- 
terly untrue. 

I  have  heard  read  the  deposition  of  Horace  M.  Dewey; 
I  have  at  various  time?  l»orrowcd  money  from  Mr.  Dewey, 
varying  from  two  hundred  dollars  to  one  thousand  dollars, 
which  amounts  I  have  always  repaid  liini  within  one  week, 
and  I  do  not  now  owe  him  any  thing;  these  are  the  only 
transactions  I  have  had  with  him,  and  they  had  no  refer- 
ence whatever  to  the  grant  of  the  Third  avenue  railroad. 

i  have  no  knowledge  that  any  mi'mlier  of  the  late  Com- 
mon Council  or  oiliceu  of  the  city  government,  had  receiv- 
ed any  money  whatever  to  influence  his  official  action:  in 
my  own  proceedings,  1  have  been  influenced  only  from  a 
sense  of  duty. 

W.    M.   TWEED. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  2'Jd  ) 
day  of  January.  1854.      j 

F.  K.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  72. 

City  and  County  of  Jfeio  York,  ss: — John  L.  Brown, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
in  Sixty-second  street,  near  Third  avenue,  in  this  city,  am 
a  scale  manufacturer;  I  was  an  applicant  with  Anson 
Herrick  and  others,  for  the  grant  of  the  Third  avenue 
railroad;  I  have  not  the  paper  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Herrick 
in  his  deposition,  signed  by  him;  it  is  destroyed;  I  burnt 
it  up  about  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago,  since  I  was  exam- 
ined before  the  Grand  Jury;  I  did  it  at  the  instance  of  some 
of  the  gentlemen  who  signed  it,  deeming  the  papers  use- 
less; I  have  not  a  copy  of  it,  I  think  they  took  a  copy  of 
it  in  the  Grand  Jury  room;  I  don't  think  there  is  any  other 
copy  of  it;  I  have  had  interviews  with  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  in  relation  to  that  grant;  I  have  had  inter- 
views with  Alderman  Cornell  and  Alderman  Francis;  I 
called  on  Alderman  Cornell  to  favor  my  application,  and 
stated  to  him,  as  I  lived  on  the  avenue,  and  my  property 
was  there,  I  ought  to  liave  an  interest  in  it;  he  said  he 
would  take  care  of  my  interest  in  it,  and  desired  me  par- 
ticularly not  to  speak  to  any  other  Alderman  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

I  then  left  the  city  on  a  temporary  visit,  leaving  the 
matter  of  the  application  with  Alderman  Cornell.  On 
my  return  I  found  it  had  been  arranged  in  Committee  to 
give  the  grant  to  some  other  applicants,  without  Alder- 
man's Cornell's  giving  me  notice  as  he  promised  to  do  in 
relation  to  it.  I  called  on  Alderman  Cornell,  who  apolo- 
gized by  saying  that  he  was  engaged  on  the  bench  on  a 
trial,  and  had  left  the  matter  with  Alderman  Francis,  and 
desired  me  to  call  on  Alderman  Francis,  which  I  did,  be- 
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fore  the  grant  passed  cither  Board,  who  said  I  was  too 
Lite,  and  that  he,  Alderman  Francis,  knew  nothing  of  my 
ajiplication.  After  that,  we  made  no  further  effort,  except 
to  speak  to  two  or  three  Aldermen,  who  said  it  was  too 
late,  and  that  1  ought  not  to  have  left  it  to  one  man. 

J.  L.  BROWN. 

Sworn  Ijcfore  me,  this  18th  ) 
day  of  May,  18o3.  ( 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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City  and  County  of  J\av  York,  ss: — David  W.  Manwar- 
ING,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  re- 
side at  No.  110  West  Twenty-second  street,  in  this  city; 
1  am  a  merchant;  I  was  one  of  the  applicants  with  J.  L. 
Brown  and  others,  for  the  Third  avenue  railroad. 

I  don't  remember  the  time  this  application  was  made, 
but  it  was  sometime  last  fall. 

I  don't  remember  how  many  of  us  were  api»licants; 
there  were  of  those  1  remember  a  Mr.  Ilerrick,  Mr.  Spark- 
man,  or  some  such  name;  Mr.  Brown  and  myself  had  a 
paper  drawn  up  which  was  signed  by  some  of  the  asso- 
ciates, as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  some  ten  or  fifteen  of 
them. 

The  jiurport  of  the  ])apcr  was  that,  these  associates  were 
to  fui-ni.sh  what  money  was  needed,  not  exceeding  two 
thousand  dollars  each;  we  did  not  know  that  we  should 
want  this  money,  or  that  we  should  need  it,  nor  for  what 
l>urpose  Ave  should  want  it  for;  ^Ir.  Brown  had  the  paper 
last. 
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It  was  understood  the  money  was  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Brown  and  myself;  we  were  to  appropriate 
this  money  without  any  questions  being  asked  us;  we  had 
heard  that  it  required  money  to  get  these  things,  and  we 
therefore  wished  each  associate  to  contribute  towards 
what  was  required;  I  had  no  conversation  with  any  Alder- 
man in  relation  to  this  application  except  with  Alderman 
Tweed,  and  his  reply,  whenever  I  spoke  to  him  was,  that 
he  did  not  belong  on  that  Committee,  or  on  the  Eailroad 
Committee;  no  money  ever  was  raised  to  my  knowledge  or 
belief  under  this  agreement. 

D.  W.  MANWARING. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  25th 
day  of  May,  1853. 

F.  R.   TiLLOU,  Recorder 


No.  74. 


City  and  Comity  ofA'^ew  York,  ss: — Anson  Herrick,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside  in  Six- 
ty-first street,  near  First  avenue,  am  one  of  the  editors  of 
the  newspaper  called  the  Atlas;  I  know  John  Pettigrew, 
the  contractor,  who  is  now  connected  with  the  Eighth 
avenue  railroad;  I'  was  present  in  the  lobby  of  the  City 
Hall  the  day  after  the  resolution  revoking  the  grant  of  the 
Eighth  avenue  railroad  which  had  been  made  to  Petti- 
grew, Sherman  and  others,  conversing  with  Mr.  Pettigrew 
on  the  subject  of  that  grant  and  his  prospects;  whilst  we 
were  conversing,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  As- 
sistants passed  by,  and  Mr.  Pettigrew  said,  "  there  goes  a 
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damned  rascal  or  damned  scoundrel,"'  or  some  other  con- 
temptuous expression,  who  took  fifteen  liundred  dollars  of 
my  money  yesterday,  and  then  voted  agaipt  me. 

I  then  expressed  my  surprise,  and  asked  him  if  he  was 
going  to  get  his  money  back  again;  to  which,  he  said  he 
did  not  know,  and  added  that  is  not  the  worst  of  it:  this 
was  the  afternoon  of  the  evening  on  which  it  was  expected 
the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Assistants  would  come  up 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  for  concurrence;  some  of  them 
in  the  other  Board,  meaning  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  who 
had  taken  our  money  had  come  to  us,  and  wanted  to  back 
out,  because,  as  he  thought,  they  could  get  more  on  the 
other  side,  or  more  by  going  against  them:  the  Assistant 
Alderman  who  passed  by,  was  Assistant  Alderman  Ring, 
of  tlic  Eighth  Ward. 

I  was  at  one  time  an  applicant  for  the  Roosevelt  street 
ferry,  and  oflered  in  writing,  l)y  petition,  to  give  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum  for  said  lease;  this  offer  of  mine 
-was  made  in  perfect  good  faith,  and  before  the  subject  was 
taken  up  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  I  also  stated  to  Alder- 
man Tiemann,  who  presented  my  petition,  that  I  was 
ready  to  give  good  security,  and  gave  the  names  of  the 
proposed  securities  to  the  Alderman  at  the  same  time. 

1  was,  among  other  gentlemen,  an  applicant  for  the 
grant  of  the  Third  avenue  railroad,  and  I  believe  it  was 
the  first  petition  sent  in  to  either  Board  on  tlie  suVtject:  I 
never  had  interviews  with  either  of  the  Aldermen  on  the 
subject  of  the  cost  of  the  grant,  but  I  did,  in  my  conversa- 
tions with  them  say,  we  were  as  much  entitled  to  it  as  any 
body:  whilst  this  application  was  pending,  it  being  under- 
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stood  among  us,  who  were  applicants,  that  a  sum  of  money 
was  necessary  to  be  raised  to  procure  the  grant,  &c.,  it 
was  agreed  that  we  would  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money — 
that  is,  twenty-five  of  us  was  each  to  put  in  two  thousand 
dollars,  or  what  amount  would  be  required  of  us,  but  not  to 
exceed  that  amount,  making  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  sum  was  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Joha 
L.  Brown  and  Mr.  David  W.  Manwaring,  to  be  by  them, 
used  in  their  own  way,  without  any  questions  by  us  as  to 
the  disposition  of  it;  they  were  to  procure  the  grant  for 
us  if  they  could. 

A  paper  to  this  efl'ect  was  drawn  and  signed  by  myself 
and  others;  the  last  I  saw  of  the  paper  it  was  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  John  L.  Brown:  I  never  paid  my  subscription,  it 
never  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Brown  or  Mr.  Manwaring; 
the  grant  was  given,  as  I  understand,  to  other  parties. 

Shortly  after  the  conversation  before  stated  with  Petti- 
grew,  I  spoke  to  Isaac  V,  Fowler,  one  of  the  grantees  of 
the  Eighth  avenue  railroad,  on  the  subject  of  the  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  said  to  have  been  given  to  Assistant 
Alderman  Ring,  when  Fowler  said  he  knew  all  about  that, 
that  it  was  a  trap  to  catch  Pettigrew. 

I  afterwards  saw  Sherman,  the  partner  of  Pettigrew, 
and  told  him  what  Fowler  said,  and  he  said  that  was  all 
humbug;  that  members  of  the  Common  Council  had  come 
to  his  house  at  night  and  said  that  they  must  do  something 
or  they  would  lose  the  road;  that  Kipp  &  Brown's  folks 
had  been  down  with  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  that 
unless  they  did  something  they  would  lose  the  road;  that 
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is  the  way  the  fifteen  hundred  dollar  checks   came   to   be 
given. 

ANSON  IIERRICK. 

Sworn  before  nie,  this  18th  ) 
day  of  May,  Iboo.  f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  To. 

City  and  Comity  if  JS'ew  York,  ss: — Solomon  Kipp,  1)C- 
ing  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  in 
this  city,  No.  10,  Twenty-ninth  street,  Lamartine  place;  1  am 
a  stage  proprietor,  and  one  of  the  firm  of  Kipp  and  Brown. 

Qucstio7i.  Was  you  one  of  the  applicants  to  the  Com- 
mon Council  for  the  Eighth  avenue  railroad  ? 

./Insiccr.  I  cannot  answer  any  question  tending  to  impli- 
cate myself. 

The  witness  desired  to  consult  his  counsel  before  answer- 
ing. His  counsel  appeared  (Mr.  H.  S.  Dodge)  who  ad- 
vised that  there  could  be  no  olijection  to  answering  the 
question. 

The  witness  now  says,  1  was. 

Q.  Was  you  also  an  applicant  for  the  Ninth  avenue 
railroad  ? 

./?.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  the  Common  Council  grant  either  or  l)Oth  of 
those  roads  V 

./?.  It  granted  the  Eighth  avenue  road. 

Q.  To  whom  ? 

yy.  To  ten  of  us,  viz:  Kipp,  Brown,  Washington  Smith, 
Joseph  N.  Harnes,  Pettigrew  and  Sherman,  I  think, 
O'Keefc  and  Duryee,  Marsh  and  Townsend. 
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Q.  Was  any  member  of  the  Common  Council  to  be  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  interested  in  that  grant  ? 

A.  Not  with  me,  or  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Was  any  member  to  have  any  stock  in  the  company 
to  be  formed  under  that  grant  ? 

A.  Not  with  me. 

Q.  Was  any  member  of  the  Common  Council  lb  be  in- 
terested,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  other  grant  of  pub- 
lic property,  or  any  franchise  to  your  knowledge? 

A.  I  decline  to  answer  the  question,  on  the  ground  that 
it  may  tend  to  criminate  me. 

Q.  Did  you,  or  your  firm,  or  any  one  on  your  behalf, 
pay,  give,  or  part  with  to  any  member  of  the  Common 
Council,  any  money,  property,  or  valuable  thing,  for  the 
purpose  of  influencing  the  vote  of  any  member  thereof  in 
favor  of  any  grant  ? 

A.  I  decline  answering  the  question,  on  the  ground  that 
the  answer  may  tend  to  criminate  me. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  member  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil having  received  directly  or  indirectly,  any  money  from 
any  person  to  influence  his  vote  on  any  subject  in  which 
you  were  not  personally  interested  ? 

A.  No  sir;  I  don't. 

Q.  Have  you  now  an  interest  in  either  of  those  rail- 
roads ? 

A.  I  do  not  know,  but  I  claim  an  interest. 

Q.  Have  you,  at  any  time,  had  any  meeting  with  any 
member  or  members  of  the  Common  Council  at  any  place 
in  Broadway;  where  one  or  both  of  those  grants  was  the 
subject  of  conversation  ? 

A.  I  decline  answering  the  question,  on  the  ground  that 
the  answer  may  tend  to  criminate  me. 
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Q.  Have  you  frequently  seen  members  of  the  Common 
Council  together  at  a  place  in  Broadway,  where  they  have 
met  by  previous  ajtpointment  ? 

ji.  I  decline  answering  the  question,  on  the  ground  that 
the  answer  may  tend  to  criminate  me. 

Q.  A^ho  arc  the  prominent  men  now  engaged  in  running 
the  Eighth  avenue  railroad  ? 

.?.  I  don't  know. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  ir)th  } 
day  of  June,  1853.  S 


SOLOMON  KIPP. 


F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  TO. 

City  and  County  of  A'cw  York,  ss: — Abraham  Brown, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
in  tliis  city,  No.  215,  Thirty-fourth  street,  I  am  a  stage 
proprietor,  and  one  of  the  lirm  of  Kipp  Sc  Brown;  I  was 
an  applicant  to  the  Common  Council,  with  others,  for  the 
Eighth  and  Ninth  avenue  railroads;  the  application  for 
the  Eighth  avenue  was  made  first;  it  was  pending  a  year 
before  the  grant  was  made. 

Question.  Did  you  employ  any  person  to  aid  you  in  ob- 
taining such  grant? 

.Answer.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time,  whilst  the  said  application  was 
pending,  have  any  conversations  with  any  members  of  the 
Coiiinion  Council  in  relation  to   the  application,  and  if  so 
with  whom? 

./?.  I  did;  Alderman  Shaw,  Alderman  Denman  and 
others,  for  the  jjurposc  only,  of  soliciting  their  support; 
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tins  was  whilst  tlicy  were  members  of  the  former  Board  ; 
tlic  applicalion  was  pcnd'n^'at  that  lime. 

Q.  Who  Avcrc  the  grantees  of  the  Eighth  avenue  rail- 
road in  which  3'ou  were  interested? 

A.  There  were  ten  of  us,  viz:  Kipp  &  TJrown,  Washing-, 
ton   Smitli,   Joseph   N.   Barnes,    Pctligrew   &   Sherman 
O'Kccfc  &  Duryee,  Marsh  &  Townscnd. 

Q.  Was  any  member  of  tlic  Common  Council  to  be  in- 
terested, directly  or  indirectly,  in  that  grant? 

J2.  Xot  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Was  any  member  of  the  Common  Council  to  have 
any  stock  in  the  company  after  it  wasformcA? 

./3.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  At  any  interviews  with  any  members  of  the  Common 
Council,  was  it  said  or  intimated  that  money  was  neces- 
sary to  procure  that  grant? 

^.  Not  that  1  know  of. 

Q.  Was  it  ever  stated  by  any  of  the  grantees,  amongst 
themselves,  in  your  presence,  that  money  was  to  be  paid  to 
procure  that  grant;  and  if  so,  what  amount? 

Jl.  I  have  heard  such  remarks,  talking  amongst  our- 
selves, l)ut  the  amount  1  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Was  any  sum  of  money  raised  or  subscribed  by  the 
grantees  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  grant? 

Jl,  I  have  heart!  say  there  was;  I  never  advanced  any 
mysell,  nor  do  1  know  that  any  was  advanced  by  my  firm, 
Kipp  &  Brown. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  promise  or  agree  with  any  one 
hat  any  ?um  or  sums  of  money  should  be  paid  to  any  mem- 
ber or  members  of  the  Common  Council  for  their  votes? 

Jl.  No. 

U 
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Q.  Did  you  hear  from  any  of  tlie  grantees  that  money 
had  been  paid  to  the  members  of  the  Common  Council  for 
that  purpose  ? 

Jl.  I  did. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  hear  it  ? 

A.  I  heard  it  in  conversations,  as  I  said  before,  but  I 
don't  know  who  in  particular. 

Q.  What  amount  did  you  hear  talked  of  as  having  been 
paid  ? 

A.  From  forty  to  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  "Was  such  amount  paid  in  money  or  checks? 

Jl.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  that  original  grant  rescinded  and  a  new  one 
made  ? 

A.  It  was,  Ijy  ilie  prc-cnt  Board. 

Q.  "Were  you  named  in  the  new  grant  ? 

A.  1  think  not;  it  was  given  to  Conover  and  others, 
with  the  jirivilege  of  taking  in  whom  they  pleased;  but  the 
road  went  into  operation  under  the  old  grant,  though  Mr. 
Kipp  and  myself  were  left  out  as  grantees. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  money  being  paid  to  members 
of  the  Common  Council,  to  rescind  the  old  grant  and 
grant  the  new  one? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  "Were  you  never  asked  by  any  meml)er  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  to  have  a  large  sum  of  money  in  readiness  at 
any  particular  time? 

A.  No  si,r;  the  money  which  I  heard  was  raised,  the 
forty  thousand  dollars  or  lilty  thousand  dollars,  related 
to  the  present  and  not  the  former  Common  Council. 

Q.  "Was  it  ever  stated  to  you,  that  the  sum  which  your 
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grantees  had  offered  was  small,  and  that  others  had  offered 
more. 

A.  It  was  not. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  that  any  large  sum  of  money  was  de- 
posited with  Mr.  O'Keefe,  for  any  purpose  connected  with 
this  grant? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Were  you  afterwards  an  applicant  for  the  Ninth  ave- 
nue grant  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  'of  any  money  being  raised  to  ob- 
tain that  grant  ? 

A.  I  did  not;  that  grant  was  authorized  to  be  made  to 
us  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  but  the  Board  of  Assistants 
gave  it  to  Story,  Bradford  &  Murphy,  and  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  afterwards  concurred  to  give  it  to  them,  but  it 
was  vetoed  by  the  Mayor;  and  no  grant'  has  since  been 
made  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  After  this  grant  was  made  to  these  other  persons, 
do  you  know  that  any  money  was  returned  to  any  of  your 
grantees  because  you  failed  to  obtain  the  grant  ? 

A.  I  do  not,  nor  have  I  heard  that  any  was. 

Q.  Was  any  member  of  the  Common  Council  to  be  in- 
terested, directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  other  grant  of  pub- 
lic property  or  franchise,  to  your  knowledge? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  any  members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil meet  with  your  grantees  in  relation  to  the  grant  of  the 
Eighth  avenue  railroad,  by  previous  appointment,  in 
Broadway,  or  any  other  place  in  this  city,  before  the  said 
grant  was  made  ? 

A.  I  have  seen  some  of  the  Aldermen  at  our  place,  I  pre- 
sume they  were  sent  for  by  Mr.  Kipp. 


Doc.  No.  55.)  13S0 

Q.  Who  were  thCy  ? 

^1.  Aldeniuin  Brislcy,  Alderman  McConkey  and  Alder- 
man Wells;  they  conversed  with  Mr.  Kipj);  I  do  not  know 
what  they  conversed  about;  the  conversation  lasted  from 
half  an  honr  to  three  quarters. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  any  reason  to  believe, 
from  facts  within  your  own  knowledge,  that  any  money  or 
valual'lc  thiiij::^  was  ever  directly  or  indirectly  paid  to  any 
member  or  members  of  the  Common  Council,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  influencing  their  votes,  in  relation  to  the  Eighth 
or  Ninth  avenue  railroads  grants? 

.1.  No,  sir. 

ABRAHAM  BROWN. 

Sworn  before   nic,  this  IGth  } 
day  of  .June,  1853.  \ 

F.  R.  TiLLuu,  Recorder. 


No.  77. 
City  and  County  of  jYew  York,  ss: — Richard  Tottex, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  i')')')  Fourth  street,  in  this^city;  I  am  not  engaged  in 
any  particular  business  at  present;  I  was  engaged  by 
Ileman  W.  Childs,  whilst  he  was  Superintendent  of  Streets, 
who  afteiwards  became  C'ommissioner  of  Streets  and 
Lam|)s;  afterwards,  by  Silvanus  Gedney,  Superintendent 
of  Streets,  then  by  George  White,  the  successor  of  said 
Gedney  in  that  oflice,  umh'r  Mr.  Aicuhirius.  th<'  |tres- 
ent  Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps,  to  remove,  in 
boats,  the  coal  a.^hes  and  rubbish  from  the  foot  of  Roose- 
velt street,  East  river,  at  which  place  the  carts  employed 
by  the  Corporation  brouj^ht  it,  and  dumjied  it  on  board 
my  boats. 
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I  was  thus  engaged  from  about  1st  January,  1848  or 
1849,  until  October  last;  I  was  employed  to  remove  the 
dirt  by  the  load,  and  continued  to  do  so  during  the  whole 
time. 

There  was  no  stipulation  as  to  what  quantity  was  to 
constitute  a  load,  whatever  a  cart  brought  was  called  a 
load;  down  to  about  1st  January,  1852,  I  received  eight 
cents  per  load,  after  that  I  received  six  cents  a  load. 

At  the  fi"\st  part  of  the  time  I  was  engaged,  whilst  He- 
man  W.  Childs  was  Superintendent,  I  got  eleven  cents  a 
load;  this  continued  several  months;  then  I  had  to  take 
it  by  contract,  at  four  cents,  shortly  afterwards;  I  was 
paid  six  cents  a  load,  and  then  it  was  raised  to  eight  cents, 
and  continued  at  this  rate,  until  about  1st  January,  1852; 
I  don't  know  any  particular  reason  why  it  was  raised  to 
this  rate;  I  always  rendered  my  bills  to  the  department 
once  a  month,  and  they  were  rendered  according  to  re- 
turns of  the  inspectors  on  the  dock;  one  of  these  inspect- 
ors was  Edwards,  his  first,  name  I  do  not  remember;  ano- 
ther was  Rapelye;  Robert  Earle,  now  Inspector  Wharves 
and  Piers,  was  also  an  inspector;  my  bills  were  made  out 
monthly,  according  to  the  return  of  the  inspectors,  with- 
out having  any  addition  of  loads,  or  parts  of  loads,  not 
actually  taken  on  board  my  boats,  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge. 

I  have  no  books  that  will  show  the  number  of  all  the 
loads  I  carried;  I  may  have  some  memorandums  which  will 
show  some  of  the  months,  and  I  never  paid  directly,  or  in- 
directly, or  shared  in  the  profits  of  that  business,  with 
any  of  the  heads  of  that  department,  or  the  officers  there- 
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of  ;  nor  did  I  ever  pay,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  any  money  to  any  of  the 
heads  of  departtnents.  or  any  officers  thereof,  to  procure 
any  contract  or  work  from  the  Corporation.  After  George 
White  was  appointed  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  I 
wanted  to  retain  the  business  of  removing  the  ashes  and 
dirt,  I  offered  to  do  the  same  work  at  six  cents  a  load, 
and  White  told  me  I  had  better  see  John  Mosher,  Robert 
Earlc,  Barney  Kelly  and  Dennis  Garrison:  Mosher  was  an 
active  politician,  Earle  Avas  an  inspector  on  the  dock; 
Kelly  was  an  inspector,  on  another  dock,  foot  of  Stanton 
street,  and  Garrison  held  some  appointment  under  Mr. 
Dodge,  the  Street  Commissioner;  I  went  to  see  these  men, 
and  after  talking  around  awhile,  I  gave  them  a  hundred 
dollars;  they  said  I  should  keep  the  business;  at  other  times 
have  made  some  of  them  presents,  and  loaned  some  of 
them  money. 

After  this  I  was  continued  on  in  this  business  by  AVhite; 
I  don't  remember  whether  I  told  White  I  had  seen  these 
boys  or  not.     I  was  continued  on  at  six  cents  a  load. 

Shortly  after  this,  I  was  informed  by  Anthony  Dugro, 
now  one  of  the  Ten  Governors,  then  the  special  friend  of 
Henry  Arcularius,  the  Commissioner  of  Streets,  Lamps 
and  Gas,  that  the  contract  for  the  work  had  been  given  to 
a  Dutchman,  whose  name  I  at  this  moment  do  not  recol- 
lect, and  that  I  was  working  under  him;  at  this  time  I 
thought  Dugro  had  the  control  of  the  department,  and  I 
applied  to  him  to  know  if  I  could  not  be  continued  in  this 
work;  ho  replied,  that  this  Dutchman  had  the  contract, 
and  as  long  as  I  would  carry  the  dirt  at  six  cents  a  load, 
and  as  long  as  Arcularius  liad   been  elected  for  I  should 
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have  one  place,  \vhicli  was  Roosevelt  street;  under  the 
name  of  this  Dutchman,  I  continued  the  work  until  October 
last,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  small  amount  of  ashes 
furnished  for  my  boats,  I  found  it  a  losing  business,  and 
discontinued  it,  and  sold  out  my  boats;  deponent  says,  he 
has  no  acquaintance  with  this  Dutchman,  and  never  had 
any  interview  or  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject  of 
carrying  the  ashes,  &c. 

I  made  out  my  accounts  against  the  Corporation,  and 
never  in  the  name  of  the  Dutchman;  I  received  the  money 
from  Robert  Wansley,  the  clerk,  to  whom  I  sometimes  gave 
receipts  and  sometimes  did  not. 

How  the  Dutchman's  accounts  were  made  out  I  do  not 
know;  I  never  had  any  conversation,  to  my  recollection, 
with  Mr.  Arcularius,  the  head  of  the  department,  on  the 
subject  of  my  employment;  he  knew  I  was  engaged  in  car- 
rying the  ashes,  and  never,  to  my  knowledge,  inquired  of 
me  how  I  was  engaged,  or  by  whom  I  was  engaged,  or  on 
what  terms  I  was  enR'ased. 


•^b^a^ 


I  don't  know  that  he  was  present  when  I  was  paid; 
sometimes  I  received  a  check  from  Robert  Wansley,  the 
clerk,  in  his  own  name,  on  the  Bowery  Bank,  which  was 
sometimes  not  paid  on  presentation;  I  have  received  Du- 
gro's  check  at  times;  I  think  I  have. 

I  never  have  received  Mr.  Arcularius's  check  for  any 
moneys  earned  by  me,  under  that  department,  to  my  recol- 
lection or  belief ;  I  understand  Johnson  Winant  now  pays. 

He  does  not  hold  any  office  in  the  department  that  I 
know  of,  but  attends  to  the  sale  of  the  manure,  under  a 
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commi.ssion  of  five  per  cent.;  the  wards  from  wliicli  I  re- 
ceived ashes  and  the  rulibi>li,  were,  I  think,  tiic  Second, 
Fourth,  Sixth  and  Seventh  Ward?. 

Thoy  had  a  i.ian  on  tlic  dock  as  a  laborer,  tlien  a  ticket 
man  and  an  inspector;  there  were  dock  and  wliarf  carts 
under  the  charge  of  George  Wliitc  the  superintendent; 
there  were  in  the  city,  in  October.  1852,  two  diiinpin:^ 
grounds  for  thcashes  and  rubbish,  and  another,  the  sli|)  at 
AVashington  market,  which  ihey  were  filling:  one  of  thc«c 
dumping  grounds  was  on  the  North  river,  and  the  other 
on  the  East  river. 

The  inspectors  of  those  grounds  arc  not  the  ward  in- 
spectors. In  October.  18.32,  there  might  have  been  two 
inspectors  at  the  North  livei*  ground,  and  at  the  points 
■where  the  ashes  were  received;  there  were  also  dunj]iing 
grounds  where  the  street  manure  was  received,  and  was 
inspected  by  the  s.imc  inspectors;  at  Washington  market 
there  was  one  inspector;  at  the  East  i  ivcr  ground,  foot  of 
Ilooscvelt  street,  (here  was  one  in-pcctor;  there  wcicalso 
dumping  grounds  for  street  nianu:e  exclusively,  at  tho  foot 
of  Jefferson  street,  at  the  foot  of  Stau'on  >trcct,  and  ano- 
ther at  the  foot  of  Sixteenth  street,  East  river,  making  six 
in  all;  for  all  these  grounds  together  there  were  six  in- 
ppcctor?,  and  not  over  four  ticket  men;  the  inspectors' 
wages  arc  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  and  the  ticket  men 
one  dollar  each  per  day,  exc'usivc  of  Sumhiys;  I  should 
think,  allowing  live  to  each  ward,  excluding  Ihc  Twelfth 
and  Twentieth  Wards,  of  ash,  garba;:c  and  i  ubbi-h  carts, 
would  be  more  than  sulTicient  for  the  piuj)oses  of  the  city; 
twenty  shillings  jier  day,  for  hor.-c,  cart  and  man,  would 
be  good  wages,  or  as  much  as  I  think  they  could  make;  the 
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practice  is  to  sell  the  street  manure,  at  twcnt3'-rivc  cents  a 
load,  delivered  on  lioanl  the  boats;  and  it  is  usual  for  the 
inspector  on  the  dock  to  cmjiloy  carts  to  dump  it  on  board 
from  tiie  heap,  for  whioii  he  char-»:c.s  four  cents  a  load.  On 
looking  at  the  bill  endorsed,  "  Statement  from  tlie  Com- 
missioner of  Streets  and  Lamps,  for  llic  month  of  October. 
1852,"  wherein  there  is  a  charge  against  the  city,  "cart- 
men,  by  the  load,  on  heaps,  ten  hundrc  1  and  (ifty-nine  dol- 
lars and  twenty-four  cents,"  witness  supposes,  refers  to 
that  kind  of  cartage. 

The  aslies  which  were  dumped  at  the  foot  of  Yesey 
street,  Washington  market,  was  at  the  Fame  place,  and 
went  to  fill  in  the  ground,  taken  under  a  contract  witli  the 
Corporation,  for  the  filling  in  of  that  slip;  and  the  land 
made  by  the  filling  in  is  hired  out  to  hucksters  and  oihcis, 
as  fast  as  it  is  made. 

In  18-19,  in  July  or  Au,fust,  I  had  a  sloop,  tJie  lvan=om, 
which  was  sunk  in  the  East  river,  somewhere  off  Sixteenth 
street,  having  on  board  a  load  of  coal  aslies  and  rubbi-h, 
which  T  was  taking  away  from  the  city,  at  a  certain  price 
per  load;  I  applied  to  the  Coi-poration  to  bo  paid  for  that 
vessel,  and  they  paid  me  nine  hundred  dollars  for  her,  by 
a  warrant  drawn  by  the  Com[)troller.  in  my  favor,  some- 
time in  the  year  1850.  as  I  think;  I  had  given  it  all  up  for 
lost,  when  an  ex-Alderman,  Webb,  of  the  Sixteenth  Ward, 
asked  me  if  I  had  got  any  thing  for  it;  I  told  him  no,  and 
he  said  he  would  draw  up  a  petition,  and  get  me  the  money 
for  it  for  one  hundred  dollars;  he  drew  up  the  petition, 
and  got  the  money  for  it.  as  he  said,  and  I  paid  him  the 
hundred  dollars;  I  gave  Charley  Riddle  a  new  hat;  I  paid 
Charley  McNeil,  now  in  the  Bureau  of  Assessments,  scv- 
cnty-fivc  dollars,  for  aiding  in  jirocuring  the  money. 
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I  paid  no  one  else;  the  sloop  I  houirlit  for  four  hundred 
dollars,  and  expended  about  four  hundred  dollars  in  re- 
pairs; she  was  worth,  at  the  time  she  was  lost,  abdut  seven 
hundred  dollars;  I  sold  her,  as  she  lay  sunk,  for  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  a  claim  for  one  thousand  dollars  was  put 
in,  in  my  behalf,  by  ex-Alderman  Webb. 

RICHARD  TOTTEN. 

Sworn  before  me.  this  28th  ) 
day  of  March,  1853.  S 

F.  R.    TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  78. 


City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — James  Flanagan, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  residb 
at  No.  172  Twenty-eighth  street,  in  this  city;  I  am  a  con- 
tractor; I  took  a  contract  from  the  Street  Commissioner, 
in  the  summer  of  1851,  for  iilling  in  Thirtieth  street,  from 
the  Tenth  avenue  to  the  Hudson  river  ;  that  contract 
has  been  completed. 

During  this  filling  in,  the  Corporation  carts  brought 
what  is  callod  street  dirt  and  coal  ashes,  and  dumped  it 
towards  the  Iilling  in,  for  which  1  paid  six  cents  per  load; 
I  cannot  now  stale  the  number  of  loads  thus  dumped  by 
the  Corporation  carts  during  thiit  Iilling  in;  I  lind  by  a 
memorandum  which  I  have  in  my  possession,  made  by  my- 
self, that  on  the  tjth  November,  1851,  1  paid  nincty-nite 
dollars  and  six  cents,  and  December  3d,  same  year,  lifty- 
three  dollars  and  forty  cents,  and  on  December  31st,  same 
year,  forty-live  do;lars  forty-two  cents,  on  account  of  such 
filling,  my  impression  is.  I  paid  uiore,  though  1  cannot  now 
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state;  the  bills  presented  to  me  were  made  out  in  the  name 
of  Gedney  or  White,  as  I  think;  I  believe  I  have  the  bills 
at  home,  and  they  will  show. 

When  the  Corporation  carts  came  and  dumped  a  load, 
my  foreman  would  give  a  ticket,  indicating  it  was  for  a 
load,  and  when  the  bill  was  furnished  the  tickets  were  sent 
with  it  as  vouchers  of  the  correctness  of  the  account. 

I  also  had  a  contract  with  the  Street  Commissioner,  for 
filling  in  Thirty-second  street,  from  Tenth  to  Eleventh 
avenue ;  also  Thirtieth  street,  from  Ninth  to  Tenth  ave- 
nue, and  in  these  cases  whenever  the  Corporation  carts 
dumped  their  dirt,  similar  tickets  were  given,  which  I 
afterwards  redeemed.  I  know  that  on  Thirty-second,  the 
Corporation  carts  did  dump  dirt. 

JAMES  FLANAGAN. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  12th  ) 
day  of  April,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  79. 
City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — John  P  Gumming, 
of  said  city  being  duly  affirmed,  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
at  No.  317  West  Twenty-fourth  street,  and  am  a  contrac- 
tor; I  had  contracts  with  the  Corporation  for  filling  in 
Fourteenth  street,  from  near  Tenth  avenue  to  North  river, 
also  to  fill  sunken  lots  between  Fortieth  and  Forty-second 
streets,  and  Tenth  and  Eleventh  avenues;  also  Thirty- 
ninth  street,  from  Eleventh  to  Twelfth  avenue  ;  also 
Twelfth  street,  from  Tenth  avenue  to  the  Thirteenth  ave- 
nue; also  Thirty-seventh  street,  from  Eleventh  avenue  to 
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Twelfth  avenue,  ami  Fortieth  street,  from  Eleventh  to 
Twelfih  avenue  The  work  of  fillinii;  up  was  |)orfonncd 
from  October,  1850  to  Octobt'r,  l8o2.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain some  part  of  the  materials  for  this  fiUinir.  I  made  a 
contract  wit!i  \Ir.  S.  Gedney.  Supcrintciidciit.  t)f  Streets,  to 
to  furni-h  a  part  of  the  materials  i!)at  he  collected  in  the 
sireots,  other  than  manure,  ami  to  (leiivor  the  smie  to  me, 
at  the  rate  of  six  cents  and  six  and  a  half  cents  per  cart 
l(ia«l.  In  jiiir^uaucc  of  this  contract  I  paid  liim  at  dilVcr- 
ent  tinii's  the  amount  due. 

The  amounts  paiil  and  the  different  times  they  were 
paid,  will  appear  by  the  statement  marked  exhil)it  A,  here- 
to annexed.  The  contract  was  continued  witli  George 
White,  wlicn  he  l)ccame  Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  the 
amounts  paid,  and  the  different  times  thoy  wei-c  paid  will 
ai)pear  l)y  the  statement  above  refei  red  to.  and  hereto  an- 
nex(!d.  This  statement  is  a  correct  copy  from  my  books, 
and  1  believe  it  to  be  a  tiue  ^talement  of  the  amounts  paid 
l)V  me  to  said  (jedney  and  White,  and  of  the  times  \\  hen  such 
payments  were  made  in  pursuance  of  such  contracts. 

The  mode  in  which  tiic  business  was  conduced  was  this, 
•when  the  cartman  of  the  Superintendent  delivered  a  load, 
he  would  receive  a  printed  ticket  marked  one  load,  with  my 
name  on  it,  which  tickets  would  become  the  voudiers  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  as  a,i>:aiiist  me.  and  be  the 
basis  of  his  demand,  and  upon  the  i)ri'sentalion  of  which 
the  moneys  above-mentioned  were  paid. 

JOHN  P.  rrMMING. 

AfTirmed  before  me.  this  > 
lith  day  of  April,  lUfA.  S 

F.  U  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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•    EXHIBIT   A. 
Cask  paid   to  S.    Gcdncy,  Superintendent  of  Streets,  from 
October  1,  1850  to  December  31,  1852,  viz: 

1S50, 

Oct.  1,  To  cash,  14th,  4Cth&  42(1  St.,  &1 0th &  11th  av. 

$211  84 
Nov.  T, 
Dec.  2,  "  "  "  "  " 

ISol, 

Jan.    3, 

Feb.    3, 

M'ch   3, 

Ap'l    1, 

May    5, 

J'ne    6, 

July    1, 

Aug.  5, 

Sept.  16,       "      12  avenue,  3Tth,  39th  k  40th  st. 

Oct.  14, 

Dec.  29,        "  "  "  '• 

u        q-|  ((  ((  <(  ((  <( 


Cash  paid  to  George  White,  Superintendent  of  Streets. 

1S52,   . 

Feb.    3,  To  cash,  12th,  37th,  39th,  40th,  sts.  &  11th  av. 

S244  61 
i\i'ch20, 
Ap'l  24, 
May  29, 

Aujr.   4,        "  "  "  " 

Oct.  31, 


266  57 

329 

28 

295  84 

386 

00 

412 

00 

484 

40 

472 

48 

381 

04 

390 

16 

333 

20 

125 

92 

354 

24 

585  88 

231 

18 

^5,263 

13 

380 

34 

455 

41 

744 

90 

799 

42 

380  45 

^3,UC5 

13 
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Xo.  80. 

CUyand  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Robert  W.  Lowber, 
of  said  city,  being  duly  sworn,  this  14th  day  of  April, 
1853,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  at  No.  143 
Eighth  stnet,  and  am  a  manufacturer.  About  the  1st  of 
February,  1851,  I  agreed  with  Dr.  Nott  for  the  property 
known  as  Stuyvesant  Cove,  on  the  East  river,  at  which 
time  there  was  a  contract  existing  between  Hezekiah 
Bradford  and  Silvanus  Gedney,  then  Superintendent  of 
Streets,  for  all  the  street  dirt  and  garbage  taken  from  four 
or  five  of  the  Wards  nearest  the  immediate  property;  this 
contract  was  to  pay  the  Superintendent  seven  cents  per 
cart  load  for  the  dirt  delivered,  from  which  a  deduction  of 
one  cent  per  load  was  to  be  allowed  for  the  services  of 
Diodate  Brainard,  as  an  Inspector. 

This  contract  was  assumed  by  me,  and  from  the  1st 
February,  1851,  Mr.  Gedney  was  paid  by  me  six  cents  per 
loud  for  all  the  dirt  received  there.  This  contract  expired 
the  1st  June,  1851,  and  was  renewed  for  me  in  the  name 
of  Diodate  Brainard,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  six 
cents  jicr  load,  at  which  rate  Mr.  Gedney  was  paid  for  all 
the  dirt  delivered  during  his  continuance  in  oflSce;  a  con- 
tract was  then  made  by  me  with  George  White,  Gedncy's 
successor  in  office,  to  continue  to  the  1st  September,  1852, 
with  the  understanding  that  it  should  continue  for  a  lon- 
ger period  and  until  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office^ 
provided  I  paid  him  regularly  each  month  six  cents  per 
load  for  all  the  dirt  received  by  mc,  and  would  agree  to 
take,  at  any  time,  any  additional  amount  he  might  choose 
to  send  from  other  wards,  besides  those  specified  in  the 
coniract.     This  agreement  is  now  in  force;  the  schedule 
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hereto  annexed,  marked  A,  is  a  true  exhibit  of  all  the 
moneys  paid  by  me  to  Sylvanus  Gedney  or  George  White, 
and  i.s  prepared  from  the  receipts  from  the  Superintend- 
ent's Department  now  in  my  hands. 

During  the  month  of  May,  1852,  I  was  applied  to  by 
George  White,  then  Superintendent  of  Streets,  for  a  lease 
of  several  lots  to  be  used  by  him  as  dumping  ground  for 
manure,  and  also  for  a  portion  of  the  bulkhead  upon  which 
to  place  a  dumping  board.  At  this  time  I  was  receiving 
from  Richard  Totten  and  others,  who  were  removing  dirt 
from  the  Roosevelt  street  dumping  board,  portions  of  the 
dirt  taken  from  there  by  them,  and  being  desirous  of 
making  some  arrangements  whereby  I  could  rely  upon 
receiving  a  certain  amount,  or  the  whole  of  said  dirt,  so 
that  I  might  know  with  certainty  that  I  could  obtain  dirt 
enough  to  fill  up  against  the  bulkhead  about  being  built. 
I  proposed  to  Mr.  White,  to  give  him,  free  of  rent,  the  use 
and  occupation  of  so  many  lots  of  land  as  he  might  re- 
quire for  his  dumping  ground,  and  so  much  of  the  bulk- 
head adjoining  thereto  as  might  be  necessar}  for  his 
dumping  board,  and  for  the  use  of  the  vessels  taking 
manure,  so  long  as  he  should  continue  to  have  brought  to 
mc  the  refu-e  dirt  from  the  Roosevelt  street  board;  which 
proposition  was  accepted  by  Mr.  White.  The  ground 
was  entered  upon  and  occupied  by  him,  which  is  still  so 
occupied  by  him  free  of  rent,  and  since  when  I  have  re- 
ceived from  various  parties  the  dirt;  among  the  persons 
bringing  dirt  by  their  boats  from  Roosevelt  street,  are 
Richard  Totten,  John  Totten,  one  Lent,  McBride,  Seaman, 
Chevalier  and  James  J.  Winants.  This  arrangement 
was  solicited  by  Mr.  White,  on  the  ground  that  he  could 
thereby  save  to  his  department  and  the  city  a  large  sum 
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of  money,  to  wit:  tlic  difference  between  the  price  of  cart- 
inf^  lietwccn  tliis  jiointand  the  dum|,ing  board  at  Roosevelt 
and  G;in>evoort  streets,  lo  wit:  from  eighteen  to  twenty- 
four  cents  per  cart  load. 

During  the  early  ]>art  of  June,  1852,  Mr.  White  informed 
me  that  he  had  afiplicd  to  the  Committee  on  Cleaning 
Streets  of  lh(3  Boaid  of  Aldermen,  for  an  appropriation 
for  building  hi.s  dumping  board  upon  the  bulkhead  of 
which  I  had  given  him  t!ic  use,  representing  that  he  had 
staled  lo  such  Committee  ihc  arrangement  between  him 
and  myself,  as  above  mentioned,  and  that  some  of  the 
Aldermen  would  call  upon  mc  in  relation  to  it.  A  short 
time  subsequently  I  was  called  upon  by  Aldeiman  W.  J. 
IJrisIey,  of  the  Ninth  Ward,  to  whom  I  stated  the  under- 
standing with  Mr.  White,  and  jioinlcd  out  the  property 
then  occupied  and  i)ro|)o.sed  to  be  occui)ied,  and  was  in- 
formed by  Alderman  IJri.-ley  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
Commiltrc  on  Cleaning  Streets.  Alderman  Thomas  J. 
15;irr  would  sec  me  in  relation  to  it.as  some  benefits  might 
accrue  from  the  annngemcnt  I  had  proposed,  and  as  Al- 
derman IJair  did  not  receive  much  in  his  district  he  in- 
tended to  give  him  the  henelit  that  might  accrue  out  of 
this  ariangcment,  although  it  wa.s  within  hi,<,  Aldrrman 
13ri:<ley's  district,  and  that  Alderman  IJarr  would  call  upon 
nie,  or  if  convenient,  he  would  like  me  to  meet  him  at  the 
oflicc  in  the  City  Ihill.  A  lime  was  appointed,  and  1  was 
there,  and  introduced  l)y  Alderman  liiisley  to  Alderman 
iiarr,  to  whom  I  stated  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  White, 
and  the  convcrsaiiun  with  Alderman  l>ri.-lcy. 

It  wa.<  then  proposed   to  me  liy  Alderman  Darr  that  I 
should  execute  lo  some  one  he  ohould  name  a  lease  of  from 
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three  to  five  years  of  the  premises  thus  occupied  by 
White,  free  of  rent,  at  an  annual  rent  of  about  one  hun- 
dred dollars  per  lot  for  the  ground,  being  between  six  and 
seven  lots,  and  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  per  year  for  the  part  of  the  bulkhead  to 
be  occupied  for  the  dumping-board,  and  for  the  use  of  the 
vessels  beforementioned.  I(  being  to  be  understood  that 
the  amount  to  be  received  by  me  should  be  nominal  merely, 
and  that  the  city  should  assume  and  undertake  to  pay  to 
the  party  holding  the  lease  the  annual  leasage  thus  agreed 
upon.  Alderman  Barr  observing  that  I,  of  course,  should 
be  content  without  any  thing,  as  I  should  be  in  the  same 
situation  as  with  Wliite;  he,  Barr,  repeating,  at  least  a 
half  a  dozen  times,  that  tbp  city  might  as  well  pay  for  it 
as  not.  I  declined  making  any  such  lease,  first,  upon  the 
ground  it  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  arrangement 
made  with  White,  and  that  I  could  not  lend  myself  as  a 
party  to  any  such  scheme;  secondly,  that  I  would  not  make 
a  lease  for  any  specified  term  of  years,  or  for  any  other 
period  or  longer  time,  than  I  should  continue  to  receive  the 
dirt  from  Roosevelt  street;  that  the  period  during  which 
time  I  might  be  in  a  condition  to  receive  it  was  very  indefi- 
nite, and  could  notbe  fixed  on  until  the  permission  applied 
for  to  fill  out  the  property  was  given  by  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, and  the  exterior  line  on  this  portion  of  the  East  river 
fixed  and  determined. 

In  January,  1852,  I  had  applied  for  permission  to  fill 
out  this  property,  the  resolution  for  which  had  passed  in 
the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen,  and  was  then  awaiting 
the  action  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips 
in  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 
15 
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I  had  alj-o,  in  April,  1852,  applied  for  an  alteration  of 
the  exterior  line  of  the  East  river,  which  application  was 
then  pending.  In  reply  to  these  objections,  Alderman 
Barr  stated  that  he  did  not  sec  ■why  the  city  should  not 
pay  for  tiie  use  of  the  property,  and  that  he,  said  Barr, 
might  as  well  have  it  as  any  body,  as  I  did  not  want  it; 
that  it  had  cost  him  a  good  deal  of  money  to  be  elected, 
and  that  he  meant  to  get  it  back,  and  that  if  the  lease  was 
executed  by  me  in  the  manner  proposed  by  him,  he  would 
see  that  the  resolution  was  reported  by  Alderman  Smith, 
and  permission  given  me  to  fill  in  the  property,  and  that 
the  resolution  fixing  the  exterior  Hue,  as  applied  for  by 
me,  should  be  passed.  I  said  to  him  then,  when  that  was 
done,  I  could  talk  with  him  further  about  a  lease,  but  would 
make  no  arrangement  with  him  until  that  was  done.  Du- 
ring this  conversation  Alderman  Barr  gave  me  to  under- 
stand that  unless  a  satisfactory  arrangement  was  made,  he 
did  not  think  any  thing  could  be  done. 

The  like  conversations  were  had  on  two  other  occasions. 
No  lease  has  been  executed,  and  the  resolutions  passed  by 
the  Board  of  Assistants  in  May,  1852,  are  still  in  the 
hands  of  the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips  in 
the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

At  this  time,  it  was  also  proposed  to  me  by  Alderman 
Barr,  that  I  would  agree  to  sell  to  the  city  six  or  eight 
lots  for  an  emigrant  working  house,  the  price  of  such  lots 
being  named  by  me  at  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars 
each — that  il  1  would  agree  to  sell  them  at  that  price,  ho 
would  undertake  that  the  city  should  agree  to  buy  them 
and  pay  therefor  from  two  thousand  three  liundred  to  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  lot;  that  the  deed  must 
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be  made,  expressing  such  a  consiilerathn,  wliilst  I  sliould 
receive  but  the  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars  per 
lot,  named  by  me  to  him  as  the  price. 

In  relation  to  this,  he  also  said,  he  must  mal^c  a  good 
thing  out  of  it,  and  that  if  he  did,  he  would  push  the  other 
matters,  meaning  the  resolutions  on  my  applications  then 
pending  in  the  Common  Council,  through;  he  requested 
me  to  call  upon  Mr.  James  Kelly, of  Beeknian  street,  whom 
he  stated,  had  the  selection  of  the  location  for  such  emi- 
grant working  house  and  to  explain  to  him  Avhere  the 
property  was  located,  and  tiiat  he,  Barr,  would  sec  Kelly 
and  make  him  buy  it;  I  did  accordingly  call  on  Mr. 
Kelly,  and  was  informed  that  Alderman  Barr  had  seen 
him  on  the  subject,  and  had  urged  upon  him  the  propriety 
of  making  the  purchase,  but  that  he  had  no  intention  of 
doing  so,  as  such  property  was  not  needed,  their  intention 
being,  if  any  was  needed,  to  use  a  portion  of  the  xVlms-house 
proper'ty  belonging  to  the  city;  1  then  stated  to  Mr.  Kelly 
what  had  passed  between  Alderman  Barr  and  myself  and 
he  laughingly  remarked  it  was  one  of  Barr's  schemes;  I 
subsequently  stated  to  Alderman  Barr,  that  Mr.  Kelly  de- 
clined to  enter  into  any  negotiations  for  the  property,  and 
that  they  purposed  using  that  belonging  to  the  city  at  the 
Alms-house,  to  which  Alderman  Barr  replied,  that  they 
could  not  do  that,  that  he  meant  to  drive  them  out  of  Canal 
street,  and  would  make  him  buy  the  property. 

The  property  never  has  been  sold  by  me  for  this  pur- 
pose; in  reference  to  the  lease  for  the  dumping  ground 
and  bulkhead,  I  have  been  told  by  Mr.  White,  that  both 
Aldermen  Barr  and  Brisley  have  repeatedly  called  on  him 
and  stated,  that  unless  such  an  arran^'emt-nt  with  other 
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arrangements  was  made  by  him,  whereby  they  should  par- 
ticipate in  the  benefits  accruing  from  contracts  in  his  de- 
partment, they  should  stop  his  supplies  and  have  his  ac- 
counts investigated. 

After  the  passage  of  the  resolution  by  the  Board  of  As- 
sistant Aldermen  granting  permission  to  fill  in  the  proper- 
ty, and  after  the  same  had  been  referred  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  to  the  Committee  of  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips, 
of  which  Alderman  Smith  was  chairman,  Alderman  Smith 
has  repeatedly  stated  to  me,  that  he  was  ready  to  report 
and  have  it  passed,  so  soon  as  I  would  do  the  fair  thing; 
at  other  times  so  soon  as  I  would  do  what  was  right;  that 
the  boys  thouiiht  I  was  going  to  make  a  good  deal  of 
money  out  of  the  filling  of  that  property  and  that  I  ought 
to  do  the  fair  thing;  I  asked  him  what  was  the  fair  thing; 
he  said,  why,  do  what  is  right:  I  refused  to  make  any  such 
arrangement  in  regard  to  the  passage  of  the  resolutions, 
and  the  resolutions  have  not  been  passed. 

ROBEPxT   W.   LOWBER. 

F.  R.  T.,   April  14th,  1853. 

The  further  examination  of  the  witness  postponed  until 

to-morrow. 

April  15, 1853. 
Examination  resumed. 

The  witness  says:  In  relation  to  the  establishment  of 
the  exterior  line  and  the  application  for  permission  to  fill 
in,  above  referred  to,  after  my  refusal  to  pay  Aldermen 
Sm  th  and  Brisloy  any  consideration  for  having  the  same 
passed  by  the  Common  Council.  1  was  informed  by  As- 
sistant Alderman  Edwin  Bouton,  in  the   month  of  July, 
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1852,  that  those  gentlemen,  Smith  and  Brisley,  had  applied 
to  him  for  an  interest  in  his  contract  with  me,  for  building 
the  bulkhead  along  Seventeenth*  street,  and  in  the  East 
river,  and  that  they  had  said  to  him,  unless  he  gave  them 
each  one-third  of  the  profits  that  might  accrue  out  of  such 
contract,  they  should  not  allow  the  resolution  for  filling  to 
pass  their  Board,  or  allow  of  the  alteration  of  the  exterior 
line  as  proposed;  Assistant  Alderman  Bouton  said,  that 
his  reply  was,  that  his  business  as  a  dock  builder  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  his  business  as  an  Alderman,  and  that 
they  could  not  share  in  any  contract  that  he  had  for  dock 
building,  or  that  he  might  get;  subsequently  I  have,  on 
various  occasions  and  at  various  times  been  informed  by 
Alderman  Bouton,  that  Alderman  Smith,  has  reiterated  de- 
mands for  payment  which,  if  unless  made  he  would  have 
me  prosecuted,  and  the  bulkhead  taken  up  and  removed. 

A.nd  I  was  informed  about  the  latter  part  of  December, 
1852,  by  Assistant  Alderman  Bouton,  that  not  a  less  sum 
than  from  three  thousand  dollars  to  five  thousand  dol- 
lars, would,  he  believed,  satisfy  Alderman  Smith:  I  re- 
plied to  Alderman  Bouton  I  would  not  give  Alder- 
man Smith  a  cent  for  doing  his  duty;  in  consequence 
of  these  repeated  refusals,  Alderman  Smith  has  at  va- 
rious times  and  on  various  occasions  in  his  position 
as  an  Alderman,  endeavoured  to  embarrass  my  improve- 
ments upon  the  property  and  to  impose  burthens  upon 
me  which  were  unnecessary,  uncalled  for,  and  illegal. 
Such  as  moving  resolutions  for  opening  streets  through 
the  property,  that  were  already  regulated,  graded,  and  used 
as  public  streets  in  part,  and  through  portions  where  per- 
mission had  been  refused  or  not  given  to  fill  up  and  make 
up  the  property  as  required  in  the  grants;  and  also  resolu- 
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tinns  directing  piers  to  be  built  for  tlic  accommodation  of 
a  ferry,  said  io  belong  to  Gideon  Lee  Knapp,  tlie  son  of 
Shepherd  Knapp,  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  city  and  the 
owners  of  the  adjacent  property  although  by  the  grant  of 
such  ferry  it  was  expressly  conditioned  that  the  grantees 
therein  should  l>e  at  all  expenses  necessary  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  ferry,  and  in  consequence  of  such  condi- 
tions being  iinjioscd  upon  such  grantees,  the  grant  of  said 
ferry  had  been  made  at  a  rent  almost  nominal,  being  but 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  year. 

During  the  month  of  November  last  I  was  informed  by 
Mr.  Shepherd  Knapp,  that  he  had  applied  to  Alderman 
Smith,  early  in  the  summer,  to  have  passed  a  resolution, 
reijuiring  to  be  built  at  the  foot  of  Fourteenth  street,  East 
river,  two  piers  for  the  acconiniodalion  of  the  fcri'y  above 
referred  to  ;  upon  such  application,  Alderman  Smith 
stated  to  him,  that  Alderman  Brisley  would  sec  him  upon 
the  sul'ject,  with  Avhom  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  it 
all  i-ight;  that  Aldei-man  Smith  did  call  with  Alderman 
Brisley  and  intioduced  him  to  ^Ir.  Knapp.  to  whom  he, 
Mr.  Knapp,  explained  hi.s  views  and  wishes  in  relation  to 
the  piers,  as  he  suppo.sed  satisfactorily  to  Alderman  Bris- 
ley; not  hearing  any  thinz  of  the  resolution,  he,  Mr.  Knapp, 
called  upon  Aldeinian  Smith,  to  Unow  why  it  had  not  been 
offered,  and  was  iul'ornied  by  him,  that  he  had  not  made  it 
all  light  with  Bri.'-ley,  but  that  Brisley  would  again  call 
upon  him,  which  he  did  do;  and  Mr.  Knapp  again  ex|)lain- 
cd  to  him  his  views  and  wishes  in  the  matter;  still  no  res- 
olution was  ofl'ered  and  Alderman  Smith  was  again  sought, 
and  the  reason  for  such  delay  asked  for,  and  wa.s  again 
told,  that  he,  Alderman  Smith,  did  not  understand  from 
Alderman  Brisley,  that  all  had  been  made  right;   in  the 
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confident  expectation  on  the  part  of  Alderman  Smith,  that 
it  would  be  made  right  with  Alderman  Brisley  on  the  se- 
cond visit  a  resolution  had  been  prepared  for  presentation 
to  the  Board,  but  not  understanding  that  it  was  so  made 
right  the  resolution  was  not  offered;  that  he,  Mr.  Knapp,  al- 
though he  understood  what  was  meant  by  the  expression 
*'  all  right,"  would  not,  in  his  conversations  with  Aldermen 
Smith  and  Brisley,  understand  it  to  mean  any  thing  else' 
than  that  his  wishes  and  the  propriety  of  the  measure 
should  be  properly  understood;  about  the  middle  of  De- 
cember, 1852,  the  resolution  for  building  such  piers,  was 
offered,  I  believe,  by  Alderman  Smith — it  may  have  been 
by  Alderman  Brisley — the  minutes  of  the  Common  Council 
will  show;  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  sent  to  the 
Board  of  Assistants,  referred  to  their  Committee  on 
Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips,  who  subsequently  unanimously 
reported  against  the  same,  notwithstanding  which  it  was 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants  and  the  following  day 
approved  by  the  Mayor;  since  when  I  have  been  informed 
by  Mr.  Knapp,  that  he  found  it  was  impossible  to  get  the 
resolution  through,  until  he  had  made  it  all  right;  I  was 
also  informed  by  George  W,  Riblet,  that  Mr.  Knapp  had 
informed  him  that  he  was  compelled  to  pay  a  considera- 
tion for  the  passage  of  the  resolution;  to  whom  he  paid  it 
Mr.  Riblet  did  not  say;  I  subsequently,  on  the  31st  Janu- 
ary, 1853,  served  upon  the  Street  Commissioner  a  written 
remonstrance  against  the  building  of  tlie  said  piers;  subse- 
quent to  my  remonstrance  no  proceedings  have  been  taken 
towards  the  building  of  those  piers. 

In  relation  to  the  alteration  of  the  exterior  line,  before 
referred  to,  constant  endeavors  had  been  made  by  myself 
and  others,  to  induce  action  thereon,  and  after  a  report  of 
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the  Committee  of  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips  of  the  Board 
of  Assistants,  recommending  such  alteration,  with  resolu- 
tions therefor,  finding  it  was  impos^f^ible  to  have  the  same 
acted  upon,  a  conmiunication  wa^  prepared  hy  me  setting 
forth  the  fads  in  lelation  thereto;  and  the  belief  that 
certain  parties  in  the  Hoard  had  combined  to  prevent  any 
action  thereon,  until  they  were  paid,  or  promised  to  be 
paid,  a  large  pecuniary  consideration  for  their  votes  or  to 
induce  a  withdrawal  of  opposition  on  their  part,  which 
was  given  to  Assistant  Alderman  Bouton  to  be  ]»resented 
and  read  to  the  Board.  At  the  request  of  Alderman 
Bouton,  I  consented  that  the  same  might  be  shown  to 
Assistant  Aldermen  Josiah  "\V.  Brown,  John  J.  Tait, 
Samuel  R.  Mabbatt  and  Charles  H.  Hing.  who  were  the 
parties  represented  by  Alderman  Bouton  to  nie,  who  were 
]MCventing  any  action  on  the  subject,  and  would  continue 
to  do  so  until  they  were  paid;  that  prior  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  said  communication,  he,  Alderman  Bouton, 
with  a  view  of  ascertaining  from  these  parties,  being  the 
persons  last  above-named,  what  amounts  they  would  re- 
quire, at  my  request,  offered  them  three  thousand  dollars, 
which  they  declined,  as  insullicient.  I  then  requested  him 
to  ascertain  from  them  what  amount  they  would  require, 
and  was  informed  liy  him  that  they  M-ould  not  suffer  the 
resolutions  to  pass  unless  they  were  paid  two  thousand 
dollars  apiece;  and  unless  such  payment  was  made  they 
would  compel  me,  as  I  was  in  their  power,  to  take  up  and 
remove  the  bulkhead,  then  jiartially  built.  After  such 
communication  from  Alderman  Bouton,  the  paper  before 
referred  to  was  prepared  by  me  and  given  to  him  to  read 
to  the  Board,  which  paper  he  informed  mc  was  shown  to 
the  persons  last  above-named ;  and  he  informed  mc  that  they 
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had  said  to  him  if  it  was  not  offered  or  read  they  would, 
on  his  calling  up  the  resolutions,  either  vote  for  them  or 
make  no  opposition  to  them.  The  resolutions  were  called 
up,  but  in  consequence  of  objections  of  Assistant  Alder- 
man Barker,  and  siigj^estions  for  the  appointment  of  a 
commission  of  scientific  men  to  rep  a-t  to  the  city  on  the 
subject  of  the  exterior  line  of  the  East  river,  the  resolu- 
tions were  not  passed,  and  they  have  not  since  been 
passed. 

During  the  spring  of  1852,  application  was  made  to  me 
by  George  White,  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  for  my 
consent  to  allow  him  to  furnish  Milton  G.  Smith,  the 
brother  of  Alderman  Wesley  Smith,  a  portion  of  the  dirt 
being  sent  to  me  from  Roosevelt  street,  stating  that  Al- 
derman Smith  had  seen  him  upon  the  subject,  and  threat- 
ened, that  unless  he  did  so,  he  would  stop  his  supplies  for 
cleaning  streets,  and  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  in 
his  accounts;  that  he,  White,  informed  me  that  he  had 
refused  to  accede  to  the  demand  of  Alderman  Smith,  and 
had  been  subjected  to  much  annoyance  and  trouble  there- 
for; that  subsequently  Alderman  Smith  and  Bair  alleged 
that  there  were  large  pickings  in  his  department,  and  that 
unless  they  were  allowed  to  participate  in  them,  they 
would  rip  the  whole  concern  up  and  stop  his  supplies; 
that  it  had  been  proposed  to  him  to  rescind  the  contract 
made  with  mc,  whereby  the  department  was  receiving  six 
cents  per  load  for  the  dirt  delivered,  and  a  contract  made 
with  some  party,  that  they,  Smith  and  Barr,  should  name, 
at  two  cents  per  load — it  being  understood  that  that  party 
should  contract  with  rac  at  the  six  cents  per  load — the 
difference  being  four  cents  per  load,  which  was  to  accrue 
to  the  benefit  of  Smith  and  Barr;  that  he,  White,  declined 
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to  enter  into  any  such  arrangement,  but  that  he  .should 
carry  out  the  contract  with  me  in  good  faith,  and  that 
they  were  at  liberty  at  any  time  to  examine  lis  accounts, 
and  that  they  would  show  that  all  money?  ever  received  by 
him  had  been  paid  over  to  the  city  treasury. 

ROBERT  W.  LOWBER. 
F.  R.  T. 

The  further  examination  of  the  witness  was  postponed 
until  Monday  morning  next,  18th  April,  1853. 

April  18th,  1853. 

Examination  of  the  witness  resumed. 

The  witness  says:  The  paper  now  produced  marked 
exhibit  B,  and  hereunto  annexed,  is  a  copy  of  the  commu- 
nication spoken  of  in  my  cxniiiination,  as  being  handed  by 
me  to  Assistant  Alderman  Bouton. 

In  the  spring  of  1852,  1  was  applied  to  by  the  foreman 
of  an  engine  company  to  know  at  what  price  I  would  sell 
a  lot  for  an  engine  house.  Such  price  was  given  him,  and 
in  June  of  the  same  year,  he  called  on  me  again  and  stated 
that  Alderman  Smith  requested  him  to  get  from  me  a 
written  proposition  of  the  price  and  terms  upon  which  I 
would  sell.  The  lot  designated  l>y  him  as  the  one  they 
would  wish,  was  on  the  northerly  side  of  Thirteenth  street, 
adjoining  the  foundry  of  I).  P.  Badger  &,  Co. 

Such  written  statement  was  given  him  by  me,  for  Al- 
derman Smith,  and  he  subsequently  saw  me,  and  told  me 
that  Alderman  Smith  said  that  they  would  purchase  the 
lot  at  tlie  price  named.  The  price  I  named  was,  I  think, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 
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Nothing  further  was  heard  by  me  of  the  matter  until 
fall,  when  Thaddeus  B.  Glover  applied  to  me  to  purchase 
the  same  lot. 

It  was  sold  by  me  to  him  for  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars.  On  consurau)ating  the  purchase.  I  was  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Glover  that  he  did  not  purchase  the  lot 
for  himself,  but  for  the  city,  who  were  to  pay  two  thousand 
dollars  for  the  same;  that  he  himself  made  but  very  little 
for  his  trouble,  not  one  hundred  dollars. 

By  others,  I  was  informed  that  Alderman  Smith,  and 
Assistant  Alderman  Ring  each  received  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. The  deed  from  me  was  to  said  Glover,  the  consider- 
ation being  one  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  who  the 
same  day  was  to  convey  it  to  the  city;  and  he  told  me  the 
consideration  was  to  be  two  thousand  dollars.  Several 
days  elapsed  after  it  was  agreed  by  Glover  to  make  his 
payment  to  me,  before  such  payment  was  made,  the  delay 
being  caused,  as  he  represented,  by  the  attorney  who  was 
searching  the  title  for  the  city,  not  having  completed  his 
examinations,  and  that  he  could  not  pay  me  until  he  was 
in  a  condition  to  receive  the  money  from  the  cily.  The 
price  I  named  in  my  statement  was  the  price  I  was  pub- 
licly offering  the  lots  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Glover's  office  is  the  corner  Tenth  street  and  Ave- 
nue B. 

ROBERT  W.  LOWBER. 
F.  R.  T. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  14th  day 
of  April  1853,  and  examined 
on  that  day  and  tiie  several 
days  above-named. 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder, 
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SCHEDULE  A, 

Referred  to  in  the  annexed  affidavit,  showino^  the  dates, 
amounts  paid,  number  of  tickets,  and  by  whom  paid. 

Payments  made  Sylvanus  Gedney,  S.  of  S. 
1850,  June  3,        6,188  tickets,  at  6  cents  each. 


July   1, 

6,781 

Aug.  8, 

6,236 

Sept.  3, 

9,449 

Oct.    8, 

6,765 

Nov.  6, 

8,511 

'• 

Dec.  17, 

6,571 

51 

,  Jan.  21, 

5,502 

March  1,    10,345 
April  26,      7,278 


The    above    payments  were    made    through    Diodate 
Brainard. 


..    $371 

28 

. .      406 

86 

..      374 

16 

. .      569 

64 

..      405 

90 

..      510 

66 

. .      394 

26 

..      330 

12 

..      620 

70 

..      436 

68 

$4,420 

26 

51,  April  4, 

6,960  tickets,  at  0 

cents $419  48 

"      May  17, 

5,000 

....      300  00 

"      May  23, 

8,378 

...      502  68 

"      July     9, 

10,761 

....      645  66 

"      July  26, 

1,705 

....      102  30 

"     Sept.   5, 

19,446 

....   1,166  "76 
$3J36~88 

The  above  payments  were  made  by  Robert  W.  Lo\vl)cr, 
individually,  and  were  in  full  of  Bradford  S:  Brainard's 
contract,  which  terminated  1st  September,  1<S51,  when 
contract  with  R.  W.  Lowbcr,  went  into  operation. 
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Payments  made  Sylvanus  Gedney  on  contract  with  R. 
"W.  Lowber: 

1851,  Sept.  5, $200  00 

"     Sept.  22,  7,467  tickets,  at  6  cts  ea.  248  02 

$448  02 

"      Oct.  11,    9,089      "  "  545  34 

"      Dec.    8,    8,080      "  "  484  80 

"     Dec.  31,    6,379      "  "  382  74 

$1,860  90 


Payments  made  to  George  White,  S.  of  S.  on  the  above 
contract: 


1852 

Feb.  2,     9,636  tickets,  at  6  cents 

<( 

Mar.  1,     7,100 

(( 

(( 

(( 

April  1, 12,492 

(( 

<( 

(( 

May  15,  17,350 

(1 

C( 

(( 

June  1,  12,896 

(( 

u 

u 

July    1,  15,531 

(( 

(( 

u 

Aug.  11, 16,-554 

(( 

« 

(( 

Sept,  7, 17,844 

ii 

(( 

(( 

Oct.    4,11,950 

(( 

(I 

(C 

Nov.  4,  16,205 

(( 

<( 

<i 

Dec.    2,10,088 

u 

(I 

1853, 

Jan.    5,  14,237 

(( 

<( 

(( 

Feb.    2,13,122 

l( 

(( 

(( 

Mar.   4,  13,179 

(( 

(( 

i( 

April  4,  20,351 

(( 

l( 

600  00 
149  52 


$578  16 
426  00 


749  52 

1,041  00 

773  76 

931  86 

993  24 

1,070  64 

717  00 

972  30 

665  28 

854  22 

787  32 

790  74 

1,221  06 


$12,.572  10 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Paid  S.  Gedney.  through   D.   Brainerd,  from 
June  3,  1850,  to  April  26,  1851,  on  contract 

of  Bradford  &  Brainerd $4,420  26 

Same  on  same  by  II.  W,  Lowber 3,136  88 

Paid    S.    Gedney,   on   contract   witli    R.    W. 
Lowber 1,860  90 

Total  paid  Gedney $9,418  04 

Paid  G.  "White  on  above  contract  with  R.  "W.  Lowber, 
twelve  thousand  Jice  hundred  and  seventy  two  dollars  and  ten 
cents;  cacii  ticket  representing  one  cart  load,  in  all  cases. 
R.  W.  Lowber  has  no  means  of  knowing  the  amount  paid 
S.  Gednev,  prior  to  June  3,  1850. 

R.  W.  LOWBER. 

(Exhibit  B,  referred  to  in  the  above  aflSdavit.) 

New  York,  February  20,  1853. 
To  the  Beard  of  ^Issistant  A'dermen 

of  the  city  of  JVew  York: 
Gentlemen: — Xcarly  one  year  ago,  the  undersigned 
presented  to  your  body  a  memorial,  asking  for  the  adop- 
tion of  a  resolution  providing  for  an  alteration  of  the  ex- 
terior line  of  the  city,  on  the  East  river,  from  Eighth  to 
Thirty-eighth  street. 

In  that  memorial  were  set  forth  facts,  reasons  and  con- 
siderations that  should,  under  any  circumstances,  not  only 
have  commanded  your  attention,  but  as  legislators  and 
guardians  of  the  best  interests  of  the  city,  should  have 
excited  your  deepest  interest,  most  searching  scrutiny  and 
promptest  action. 
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This  memorial  was  referred  to  your  Committee  on 
"Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips,  who,  fully  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  the  subject,  gave  it  immediate,  most  care- 
ful, patient  and  laborious  examination,  as  their  report, 
made  on  the  17th  day  of  May,  now  upon  your  table,  most 
clearly  shows. 

Time  and  again  were  you  urged  to  a  consideration  of 
that  report;  but  it  was,  on  various  pleas,  procrastinated 
and  postponed. 

Subsequently,  a  remonstrance  against  the  adoption  of 
that  report  was  presented  to  your  Board,  whereupon  your 
Committee,  desirous  of  affordaig  the  remonstrants^ a  fur- 
ther opportunity  of  being  heard,  and  to  correct  any  error 
in  judgment  they  might  have  committed,  asked  to  have  the 
whole  subject  again  referred  back  to  them. 

This  was  done;  and  a  second  report  of  the  said  Com- 
mittee, made  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  December  last,  was 
also  laid  on  your  table,' and  now  sleeps  with  its  prede- 
cessor. 

From  June  till  September,  constant  efforts  were  made 
to  induce  you  to  act  upon  the  subject. 

During  this  period,  many  intimations  were  made  by  cer- 
tain members  of  your  Board  to  the  undersigned,  suggest- 
ing that  the  question  was  one  of  great  importaiice  and  valtie 
to  him,  and  required  to  be  very  carefully  considered. 

Understanding  tho?e  suggestions  as  indicating  a  desire, 
on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen   making   them,  to  give  the 
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subject  that  personal  and  careful  examination  which  your 
Committee  had  already  done,  and  not  beins^  willing  to  be- 
lieve that  they  were  seeking  thus  to  obtain  from  him  a 
private  dnceur  or  bribe,  arrangements  were,  on  several  oc- 
casions, made  by  the  undersigned,  to  afford  those  gentle- 
men an  opportunity  to  examine  the  premises,  but  to  no 
purpose.  They  failed  to  attend;  and  the  undersigned  is 
satisfied  their  suggestions  were  not  understood.  Again 
and  again  have  those  gentlemen  been  requested  to  state 
their  objections,  if  any  they  had,  to  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  the  alteration  recommended,  but  none  have 
been  made  or  offered;  aud  so  far  as  the  undersigned  can 
learn,  there  is  in  your  body  no  difference  of  opinion  upon 
the  propriety,  usefulness  and  necessity  of  the  measure; 
yet,  on  every  attempt  to  take  them  from  your  table,  such 
attempts,  through  the  influence  of  the  gentlemen  referred 
tp,  have,  on  various  pretexts,  been  voted  down,  or  defeated 
by  adjournment,  or  otherwise. 

That  those  gentlemen  are  actuated  by  other  motives 
tlian  a  desire  to  promote  the  public  good,  became  at  last 
too  apparent  for  concealment. 

To  ascertain  these  motives  was  a  duty  incumbent  upon 
the  undersigned;  and  the  result  is,  that  the  firm  conviction 
upon  his  mind  that  it  is  and  has  ever  been  the  intention 
and  determination  of  those  parties,  by  a  combined  and 
systematic  effort,  to  prevent  and  stave  off  any  and  all  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  your  Board,  until  the  undersigned  shall 
have  paid  or  promised  to  pay  those  gentlemen  individually 
a  large  pecuniary  consideration. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  undersigned  deems  it  a 
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duty  he  owes  to  himself,  the  public,  and  those  gentlemen 
among  you,  who,  with  honest  intentions,  have  been  misled 
by  the  parties  referred  to,  to  make  this  communication, 
and  request  an  investigation  on  your  part,  or  to  return  to 
him  the  memorial  referred  to,  that  he  may  present  the 
same  to  that  legislative  body  whose  decision  is  binding  on 
us  all,  and  conclusive  upon  this  subject. 

Eespectfully,  yours,  &c. 
F.  E.  T.  ROBERT  W.  LOWBER. 


No.  81. 


City  and  County  of  Mew  York,ss: — Anthony  Dugro,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside  at 
No  262  Tenth  street.  I  am  a  builder  and  contractor,  &c. 
and  now  one  of  the  Ten  Governors  of  the  Alms-house. 
I  was  elected  last  fall;  I  never  had  any  business  relations 
with  the  Commissioner  of  Streets,  Lamps  and  Gas.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  year  1852, 1  made  an  agreement  with 
George  White,  who  was  the  Superintendent  of  Streets  un- 
der Mr.  Arcularius,  the  Commissioner,  to  remove  the  coal 
ashes  dumped  at  the  Roosevelt  street  dock,  for  which  I 
was  to  receive  from  eight  to  ten  cents  per  load. 

In  carrying  out  this  agreement,  I  employed  Richard 
Totten,  who  had  boats  for  the  purpose,  to  convey  the  ashes 
from  the  city;  I  was  to  receive  the  eight  or  ten  cents  a 
load  for  removing  the  ashes;  the  ashes  beihg  dumped  on 
board  the  boats,  I  was  to  pay  Totten  six  cents  a  load  for 
his  boats  and  removing  it.  which  was  all  I  was  to  do  un- 
der the  agreement.  I  cannot  tell  exactly  the  time  the 
16 
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agreement  commenced,  hut  it  was  shortly  after  Mr.  Arcu- 
larius  was  sworn  into  ofiBce,  and  it  continued  until  within 
about  eight  or  ten  months  ago,  when  I  would  have  no- 
thing more  to  do  with  it,  and  told  them  to  let  Tottcn  or 
any  body  else  remove  the  coal  ashes. 

Since  that  time  I  have  not  been  engaged,  directly  or  in- 
directly, in  removing  coal  ashes;  my  accounts,  for  remov- 
ing the  ashes,  were  made  out  in  the  name  of  Philip  Kohler; 
he  is  a  relation  of  mine,  and  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  business,  except  to  receive  the  money  and  hand  it  to 
me;  the  number  of  loads  was  fixed  by  the  return  of  the 
inspector;  the  clerk  in  the  department,  Mr.  Walmslcy, 
made  out  the  bills  from  the  inspector's  returns,  aS  I  be- 
lieve; Mr.  Kohler  would  get  the  check  for  the  bill  and 
endorse  it  over  to  me;  I  cannot  state  the  whole  amount  I 
received.  I  have  not  any  contract  with  the  Corporation, 
nor  am  I,  directly  or  indirectly,  interested  in  any. 

ANTHONY  DUGRO. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  19th  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  82. 

City  and  County  of  J^ew  York,  w;— Edwin  Bouton, 
being  duly  aOirmcd,  says  as  follows: — I  am  Assistant  Al- 
derman of  the  Eleventh  Ward,  and  have  been  since  1st 
January,  1852. 

That  part  of  the  deposition  of  Robert  W.  Lowber, 
which  relates  to  certain  alleged  actings  and  doings  of  my- 
self, 1  have  read. 
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I  recollect  that  sometime  in  the  summer  of  1852 — the 
exact  time  I  cannot  recollect — I  had  a  conversation  with 
Alderman  Wesley  Smith,  of  the  Eleventh  Ward,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  exterior  line  desired  by  Mr.  Lowber,  and  to 
my  contract  with  him  for  building  the  bulkhead  on  the  East 
river;  Alderman  Smith,  on  that  occasion,  said  to  me,  on 
my  asking  him  to  favor  the  passage  of  the  resolution  for 
this  exterior  line,  "  that  I  had  a  contract  with  Mr.  Low- 
ber, and  that  he  (Alderman  Smith)  would  like  to  be  let 
into  it;"  he  added  that  I  had  a  pretty  good  thing  out  of 
it,  and  he  wished  to  share  it;  this  is  the  substance  of  the 
remarks  he  made.  My  reply  to  him  was  that  my  business 
as  dock  builder  had  nothing  to  do  with  my  duties  as  Al- 
derman, and  I  would  not  connect  it  together  in  any  way; 
that  is  the  substance  of  all  the  conversation  we  had  on 
that  occasion  on  that  subject,  and  the  substance  of  which 
I  communicated  to  Mr.  Lowber;  and  that  is  the  only  con- 
versation I  ever  had  with  Alderman  Smith  on  that  sub- 
ject. On  that  occasion  the  name  of  Alderman  Brisley  was 
not  mentioned  at  all;  I  never  had  any  conversation  with 
Alderman  Brisley  on  that  subject.  The  abovementioned 
substance  of  the  conversation  I  had  with  Alderman  Smith, 
is  the  only  conversation  which  I  ever  communicated  to 
Mr.  Lowber;  I  never  informed  Mr.  Lowber  that  those 
gentlemen,  Messrs.  Smith  and  Brisley,  or  either  of  them, 
had  applied  to  me  for  an  interest  in  my  contract,  as  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Lowber  in  his  deposition,  except  so  far  as 
the  communication  of  the  above  remark  may  so  imply;  I 
never  said  to  Mr.  Lowber  that  those  gentlemen,  Messrs. 
Smith  and  Brisley,  had  said  to  me  that  unless  I  gave  them 
each  one  third  of  the  profits  that  might  accrue  out  of  such 
contract,  they  should  not  allow  the   resolution  for  filling 
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to  pass  their  Board,  or  allow  of  the  alteration  of  the  ex- 
terior line,  as  proposed;  and  iu  the  statement  made  by 
Mr.  Lowber,  he  is  mistaken. 

It  is  true  that  Alderman  Smith,  in  his  official  action 
since  then,  has  opposed  the  application  made  by  Mr,  Low- 
ber to  the  Common  Council.  His  motives  for  so  doing,  I 
know  nothing  about,  except  so  far  as  he  (Alderman  Smith) 
has  publicly  stated  them. 

I  recollect  Mr.  Lowber  giving  me  the  communication 
referred  to  in  his  deposition  to  present  to  the  Board  of 
Assistants;  I  remarked  to  him,  that  I  had  better  show  it 
to  some  members,  before  presenting  it,  which  he  consented 
that  I  should  do;  I  showed  it  to  Assistant  Aldermen 
Brown,  Ring,  and  I  think  I  communicated  it  to  Mab- 
batt  and  Tait,  and  may  have  to  others,  who  were  under- 
stood to  be  opposing  the  application  for  the  exterior  line 
On  their  being  shown  it,  or  hearing  of  it,  they  manifested 
anger  at  it,  and  expressed  their  increased  opposition,  in 
consequence  of  the  communication  being  made  known  to 
them,  and  said,  if  the  communication  were  attempted  to  be 
read  in  the  Board,  they  would  consider  it  as  an  insult,  and 
endeavor  to  prevent  its  being  received.  They  or  either  of 
them  did  not,  on  that  or  any  other  occasion,  say  to  me, 
that  if  the  communication  was  not  offered  or  read,  they 
would,  on  my  calling  up  the  resolutions,  either  vote  for 
them  or  make  no  opposition  to  them,  or  words  to  that  ef- 
fect; and  1  have  never  so  informed  Mr.  Lowber,  and  Mr. 
Lowber,  in  his  statements  to  the  contrary,  is  mistaken; 
Mr.  Lowber,  on  one  occasion,  suggested  to  rac,  prior  to  the 
delivery  to  me  of  the  above  communication,  that  if  I  could 
get  tlie  menjljcrs  op]>osing  his  api)licatiou  to  go  for  the 
measure  In*  wDuld  'j'wv.  three  thousand  dollars. 
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This  I  never  communicated  to  any  member,  either  di- 
rectly or  indirectly;  I  never,  with  the  view  of  ascertain- 
ing from  the  members  above  named,  or  any  other  member, 
or  members  of  the  Common  Council,  what  amount  they 
would  require,  offered  them  or  any  of  them,  at  any  time 
three  thousand  dollars,  or  any  other  sum  or  sums  what- 
ever, or  any  thing  soever,  or  made  them,  or  any  of  them 
any  promise  whatsoever;  and  in  the  statements  made  by 
Mr.  Lowber,  in  his  examination,  and  every  of  them  to 
the  contrary,  he  is  entirely  mistaken;  I  never  stated  to  him 
that  I  had  made  such  offers,  either  directly  or  indirectly. 

Mr.  Lowber  may  have  requested  me  to  ascertain  from 
the  opposing  members  of  the  Common  Council,  what 
amount  they  would  require;  but  he  was  never  informed  by 
me,  that  the  resolutions  would  not  pass,  unless  they  were 
paid  two  thousand  dollars  apiece;  and  unless  such  pay- 
ments were  made,  they  would  compel  him,  Lowber,  as  he 
was  in  their  power,  to  take  up  and  remove  the  bulkhead 
then  partially  built;  nor  did  I  state  any  thing  to  that  effect 
to  him,  and  I  never  was  so  told  by  any  member  of  the 
Common  Council,  nor  was  any  such  idea  conveyed  to  me 
by  them,  or  any  of  them. 

I  recollect  Assistant  Alderman  Brown  saying  to  me, 
that  if  any  man  was  mean  enough  to  make  such  a  commu- 
nication before  referred  to,  he  would  do  all  he  could  to 
make  him  take  the  bulkhead  up. 

I  have  had  frequent  casual  conversations  with  Mr.  Low- 
ber, on  the  subject  of  his  applications,  the  substance  of 

which  I  do  not  now  recollect. 

EDWIN  BOUTON. 

Sworn  before  mc,  this  2Gth  } 
day  of  November,  1853.  ^ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder, 
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No.  83. 
City  and  County  of  .Xew  York,  55;— William  J.  Bris- 
LEY,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: —  I 
am  Alderman  of  the  Ninth  Ward,  and  have  been  since  1st 
January,  1852.  So  much  of  the  deposition  of  Robert  "W. 
Lowber,  as  relates  to  my  actings  and  doings  has  been  read 
to  me. 

I  recollect  in  the  month  of  June,  1852,  or  about  that 
time  that  Mr.  White,  the  Superintendent  of  Streets,  stated 
to  me,  that  he  was  desirous  of  obtaining  certain  lots  near 
the  East  river,  belonging  to  Mr.  Lowber,  for  the  purpose 
of  depositing  street  manure,  and  part  of  the  bulkhead  for 
a  dumping  board,  and  wished  me  to  see  Mr.  Lowber  on 
the  sulvject,  a?  I  was  on  the  Committee  in  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen on  Cleaning  Streets. 

At  his  request,  and  at  the  time  appointed,  I  went  up  to 
the  grounds,  and  was  introduced  by  Mr.  White  to  Mr. 
Lowber,  who  until  that  time  was  an  entire  stranger  to  me. 

Mr.  White,  Mr.  Lowber  and  myself  looked  at  a  piece  of 
ground  where  there  could  be  a  dumping  board  erected. 

Mr.  White  then  left  us.  Mr.  Lowber  then  proposed 
that  he  would  lease  the  ground,  being  about  five  lots,  at  a 
nominal  rent  of  one  dollar  a  year,  provided  that  the  Com- 
mon Council  would  adopt  the  exterior  line  as  proposed  by 
him;  and  also  receive  the  coal  ashes  and  street  rubbish  for 
five  years  at  the  price  then  paid,  whirh  1  think  was  six 
cents  a  load,  and  suggested,  that  if  the  lots  were  not  want- 
ed for  a  dumping  ground,  they  would  make  a  good  stone 
yard.  I  told  him  so  far  as  the  stone  yard  was  concerned 
my  business  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  city. 
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■  I  think  I  may  have  mentioned  to  him  that  I  was  not  the 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  but  that  Alder- 
man Barr  was,  and  that  I  would  bring  Alderman  Barr 
over  to  see  him;  that  as  regarded  the  bulkhead  and  ex- 
terior line,  that  Alderman  Smith  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips,  and  as  this  was 
on  the  east  side  of  the  city,  and  adjoining  Alderman 
Smith's  ward,  I  would  leave  all  that  matter,  that  is,  as  to 
whether  the  bulkhead  was  right  or  not,  to  Alderman 
Smith.  This  was  the  substance  of  all  the  conversation  we 
had  on  that  day,  I  afterwards,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days,  called  again  on  Mr.  Lowber,  in  company  with  Alder- 
man Barr,  and  introduced  him  to  Mr.  Lowber,  as  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Streets.  Mr.  Barr  and  Mr. 
Lowber  looked  at  the  ground  proposed  for  the  dumping 
ground,  and  Mr.  "White  then  came  up  in  his  wagon. 

Mr.  White  and  myself  conversed  together,  and  left  Al- 
derman Barr  and  Mr.  Lowber  in  conversation.  After  a 
few  minutes  Alderman  Barr  came  to  me  and  said,  "  Briz, 
I  don't  like  the  man,  I'll  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with 
him."  I  had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Lowber  on  that 
occasion;  I  had  no  further  meetings  with  Mr.  Lowber  by 
appointment,  though  I  met  him  several  times  afterwards 
in  the  City  Ilali.  an  I  !io  spoke  to  me  in  reference  to  the 
exterior  line,  but  not  in  reference  to  the  lease  for  the 
dumping  ground. 

I  cannot  recollect  exactly  what  he  did  say,  but  the  gen- 
eral scope  of  his  remarks  related  to  his  wish  to  have  his 
application  for  the  exterior  line  granted.  In  the  moan 
time  several  remonstrances  were  got  up  against  the  adop- 
tion of  the  exterior  line  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Lowber,  and 


Doc.  No.  55.)  1416 

I  was,  therefore,  careful  not  to  commit  myself  on  the  sub 
ject. 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  all  the  conversations  ■with 
Mr.  Lowbcr  or  with  any  one  else,  in  relation  to  the  bulk- 
head or  the  lease.  All  the  other  remarks  stated  in  Mr. 
Lowber's  examination  as  having  been  made  by  me,  in  re- 
lation to  Alderman  Barr,  or  to  the  lease,  or  any  other 
subject  whatever  are  untrue;  I  never  remarked  to  Mr. 
Lowber,  "  that  as  some  benefits  might  accrue  from  the  ar- 
rangement Lowbcr  had  proposed,  and  as  Alderman  Barr 
had  not  received  much  in  his  district,  I  intended  to  give 
him  the  benefit  that  might  accrue  out  of  this  arrangement, 
although  it  was  within  my  district,"  nor  have  I  used  any 
words  or  said  any  thing  to  Mr.  Lowber  to  that  effect,  nor 
have  I  done  any  thing  to  convey  that  impression  to  his 
mind.  The  statements  made  by  Mr.  Lowber  in  his  exami- 
nation, to  the  contrary  are,  in  all  respects,  untrue. 

I  have  no  recollection  of  having  made  any  appointment 
to  meet  Mr.  Lowber  in  the  City  Hall.  I  verily  believe  I 
never  made  such  appointment,  though  I  think  I  (old  him 
the  Committee  on  Wharves,  Piers  and  Slips  met  in  the 
Street  Commissioner's  Office.  Until  now  I  learn  from  the 
deposition  of  Mr.  Lowbcr;  I  never  knew  or  heard,  or  had 
any  intimation  that  Alderman  Barr  Iiad  made  the  propo- 
sition to  Mr.  Lowber,  alleged  in  that  deposition  at  the 
meeting  at  which  I  introduced  Alderman  Barr  to  Mr. 
Lowbcr,  or  at  any  time  soever. 

I  verily  believe  that  no  such  proposition  was  made,  as 
the  whole  time  they  were  together,  on  that  occasion,  could 
not  have  exceeded  five  minutes;  nor  have  I  ever  heard  or 
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been  informed  until  now,  I  find  it  stated  in  Mr.  Lowber's 
deposition,  that  the  proposition  in  relation  to  an  emigrant 
"working  house  therein  mentioned,  or  any  such  proposition 
was  made  by  Alderman  Barr  to  Mr.  Lowber. 

It  is  utterly  untrue  that  I  ever  stated  to  Mr.  White,  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  "  that  unless  such  an  arrange- 
ment with  other  arrangements,  was  made  by  him,  whereby 
they  should  participate  in  the  benefits  accruing  from  con- 
tracts in  his  department,  they  should  stop  his  supplies  and 
have  his  accounts  investigated,"  or  used  any  words,  or  con- 
veyed any  meaning  to  that  effect. 

In  relation  to  the  statements  in  Mr.  Lowber's  testimony, 
respecting  transactions  with  Mr.  Knapp,  I  remember  but 
two  interviews  I  had  on  the  subject  of  the  report  and  res- 
olution referred  to,  one  of  which  was  an  accidental  meet- 
ing, on  the  occasion  of  visiting  the  Croton  Aqueduct,  at 
Croton  Falls,  until  then  I  had  no  personal  acquaintance 
with  Mr.  Knapp;  I  was  then  introduced  to  Mr.  Knapp; 
Alderman  Smith  was  with  me,  Mr.  Knapp,  and  another 
gentleman  in  a  carriage. 

On  that  occasion  Mr.  Knapp  inquired  of  Alderman 
Smith,  if  he  had  the  report  prepared  on  the  subject  of  the 
pier  at  the  foot  of  Fourteenth  street.  East  river.  Alder- 
man Smith  replied,  that  he  had  given  it  to  me  a  few  days 
previously  to  examine. 

Mr.  Knapp  asked  me  if  I  had  it  about  me;  I  told  him  it 
was  at  home;  Mr.  Knapp  said  he  would  like  to  see  it;  I 
told  him  I  should  be  down  town  the  next  day,  and  I  would 
stop    at  the  Mechanics'  Bank  and  show  it  to  him. 
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I  called  the  next  day  at  the  bank,  about  11  o'clock,  and 
found  Mr.  Knapp  in  his  room  with  some  other  gentleman, 
to  whom  Mr.  Knapp  introduced  me,  as  Alderman  Brisley. 
I  gave  Mr.  Knapp  the  report  and  he  read  it,  and  proposed 
an  alteration  in  dates,  which  I  told  him  I  would  recom- 
mend. After  this,  I  said  to  Mr.  Knapp — now,  Mr.  Knapp, 
we  are  through  with  this  business — taking  a  note  out  of 
my  pocket-book,  for  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  endorsed  by 
Mr.  Conover— I  have  a  little  business  of  my  own,  I  wish 
you  to  discount  this  note  for  me.  He  looked  at  it  and 
asked,  "  Is  that  our  Gus?"  and  I  said  it  was.  Mr.  Knapp 
took  the  note,  gave  it  to  the  discount  clerk  of  the  bank 
and  brought  a  check  of  the  cashier's  with  the  discount  off. 
The  note  was  received  by  me,  from  Conover  as  a  business 
note,  and  was  paid  at  maturity. 

After  that  interview,  I  left  the  bank  and  never  had  any 
interview  with  him  since.  The  above  is  the  substance  of 
all  the  conversations  I  ever  had  with  Mr.  Knapp. 

The  report  and  resolution  referred  to,  was  presented  to 
the  Board  of  Aldermen  the  same  week,  as  I  think.  The 
first  knowledge  or  intimation  of  the  remarks  mentioned  in 
the  examination,  as  having  been  made  by  Alderman  Smith, 
in  reference  to  me,  or  in  reference  to  the  subject  therein 
referred  to,  is  the  statement  of  them  which  I  now  find  in 
his  examination.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  if  such  re- 
marks were  made,  they  were  made  without  my  knowl- 
edge or  privity.  It  is  utterly  untrue,  that  I,  at  any  time, 
in  my  interview  with  Mr.  Knapp,  in  my  words,  gestures, 
looks  or  expression,  meant  to  convey  or  did  convey  any 
idea  of  my  iiaving  sinister  or  other  motive  other  than  my 
sense  of  duty,  and  my  determination  to  do  uprightly  what 
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my  duty  required  in  reference  to  the  subject  then  under 
consideration.  If  any  remarks  were  made  by  Alderman 
Smith  tending  to  convey  a  contrary  idea,  or  that  he  and  I 
had  any  understanding  that  I  was  governed  by  any  other 
motive,  or  had  any  design  other  than  doing  my  duty  faith- 
fully, those  remarks  are  untrue. 

I  have  no  knowledge  or  information,  that  any  considera. 
tion  whatsoever  was  paid,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  Mr. 
Knapp  or  any  person  or  persons  to  any  person  or  persons 
for  the  passage  of  the  resolution, 

I  verily  believe  that  the  information  alleged  by  Mr. 
Lowber,  as  having  been  received  by  him,  and  every  thing 
stated  in  his  examination,  in  relation  to  that  matter,  is 
utterly  untrue.  I  declare  positively,  that  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  myself,  it  is  utterly  untrue. 

WM.  J.  BRISLEY. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  28th  ) 
day  of  November,  1853.  ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  84. 
City  and  County  of  JVcw  York,  55;— Josiah  W.  Brown, 
being  duly  swovn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  was 
Assistant  Alderman  of  the  First  Ward,  from  1st  January, 
1852,  to  1st  January,  1854,  and  am  now  Alderman  of  that 
ward.  I  have  heard  read  that  portion  of  the  testimony 
of  Robert  W.  Lowber,  in  which  my  name  is  mentioned,  in 
connection  with  Assistant  Aldermen  Tait,  Mabbatt  and 
Ring.  I  opposed  the  application  of  Mr.  Lowber  in  rela- 
tion to  the  exterior  line  as  proposed  by  him,  because  the 
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inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  where  the  alteration  was  re- 
quired were  opposed  to  it,  and  because  it  involved  large 
considerations,  and  I  was  not  prepared  to  sanction  such 
an  improvement,  without  being  better  informed  on  the 
subject. 

Those  were  the  only  motives  I  had  for  opposing,  and 
every  thing  stated  in  liis  deposition  to  the  contrary  is 
untrue. 

The  reason  I  did  not  inform  myself  fully  on  the  subject 
of  the  proposed  alteration  was  because  Mr.  Lowber  ap- 
peared to  be  the  only  person  anxious  for  the  measure,  and 
the  only  members  in  the  Board  of  Assistants,  who  appeared 
to  be  in  its  favor  Avere  Assistant  Aldermen  Bouton  and 
Trotter. 

JOSIAH  W.  BROWN. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  12th  \ 
day  of  January,  1854.     ) 

F.  II.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  85. 
City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — John  J.  Tait,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  was  As- 
sistant Alderman  of  the  Second  Ward  from  1st  January, 
1852,  to  1st  January,  1854;  1  have  heard  read  that  portion  of 
the  testimony  of  Robert  W.  Lowber,  in  which  my  name  is 
mentioned,  in  connection  with  Assistant  Aldermen  Brown, 
Mabbatt  and  Ring. 

I  opposed  the  application  in  relation  to  the  exerior  line, 
as  ])rop()scd  by  liini,  because  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  proposed  alteration  were  opposed  to  it,  and  because 
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Mr.  Lowber  appeared  to  be  the  only  person  anxious  for 
tlie  measure. 

The  only  persons  in  the  Board  of  Assistants,  apparently 
in  favor  of  it,  were  Assistant  Aldermen  Bouton  and 
Trotter. 

Those  were  the  only  motives  I  had  for  opposing;  and 
every  thing  stated  in  Mr.  Lowber's  deposition  to  the  con- 
trary, is  untrue. 

JOHN  J.  TAIT. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  12th  ] 
day  of  January,  1854.    f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  86. 

City  and  County  of  JVeiv  York,  ss:  —  George  White, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows  : — I  am 
Superintendent  of  Streets,  and  have  been  since  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1852.  When  I  came  into  office,  I  found  a  contract 
existing  between  Mr.  Lowber  and  Mr.  Gedney,  my  prede- 
cessor for  the  receiving  the  street  rubbish,  and  coal  ashes 
at  the  Stuyvesant  Cove.  Mr.  Lowber  was  to  pay  six 
cents  per  load  for  all  delivered  there;  this  contract  has 
been  continued  until  the  present  time,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  when  I  could  do  better  for  the  city,  it  is  to  be 
discontinued.  During  the  month  of  May,  1852,  I  applied 
to  Mr.  Lowber  for  a  lease  of  several  lots  of  ground  at  the 
foot  of  Sixteenth  street,  for  a  portion  of  the  bulkhead  on 
which  to  place  a  dumping  board.  He  told  me  I  might 
have  a  portion  of  that  ground  without  charge,  including 
some  of  the  bulkhead;  I  have  occupied  it  since  that  time; 
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I  asked  liiin  if  lie  would  jrive  me  a  lease  for  a  particular 
time,  and  he  told  me  I  might  have  it  as  long  as  I  continued 
to  dump  there.  The  reason  I  did  it  was  because  it  was  a 
saving  to  the  city  of  all  the  manure  that  could  be  dumped 
there,  and  that  could  be  collected  in  that  part  of  the  city. 

I  recollect  in  the  spring  of  1852,  that  Milton  G.  Smith, 
the  brother  of  Alderman  "Wesley  Smith,  applied  to  me  to 
furnish  him  with  a  portion  of  the  street  dirt,  and  I  applied 
to  Mr.  Lowbcr  for  permission,  which  he  refused,  and  1  then 
declined.  Alderman  Smith  never  spoke  to  me  on  this 
subject,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  but  in  reference  to 
the  Dry  Dock  filling,  I  remember  Alderman  Smith's  speak- 
ing to  me  and  saying,  he  wished  me  to  do  it,  but  I  don't 
think  he  used  any  threats,  and  I  dont  remember  telling 
Mr.  Lowber  so,  but  I  remember  having  had  a  conversation 
with  Mr.  LoAvber,  from  which  he  might  have  inferred  so. 
I  do  not  recollect,  in  reference  to  the  lease  for  the  dump- 
ing ground  and  bulkhead,  having  told  Mr.  Lowber  that 
Aldermen  Barr  or  Brisley,  or  either  of  them,  had  repeated- 
ly called  on  me  and  stated  that  unless  such  an  arrangement, 
with  other  arrangements,  was  made  by  me  whereby  they 
should  participate  in  the  benefits  accruing  from  contracts 
in  ray  department,  they  should  stop  my  supplies,  and  have 
my  accounts  investigated,  or  any  thing  to  that  effect.  I 
do  not  recollect  Aldermen  Brisley  or  Barr,  or  cither  of 
them,  telling  me  so. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  propositions  being  made 
by  Aldermen  Barr  or  Brisley,  or  either  of  them,  in  rela- 
tion to  any  lease  of  any  of  the  premises,  or  to  any  con- 
tract . 

I  ^:now  Richard  Tottcn;  1  never  employed  him  after  the 
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first  month  of  my  commencing  duties,  wliicli  was  the  firs'", 
of  January,  1852.  I  found  him  engaged  receiving  and 
removing  coal  ashes  at  the  foot  of  Roosevelt  street,  when 
I  came  to  the  office.  He  never  was  employed  by  me,  or  by 
Mr.  Arcularius  after  that  month;  whatever  he  did  after 
that  was  for  the  contractors;  in  regard  to  his  retaining 
the  business  of  removing  the  ashes  and  dirt,  I  never  told 
him  that  he  had  better  see  John  Mosher,  Robert  Earle 
Barney  Kelly  and  Dennis  Garrison,  or  either  of  them,  or 
any  other  person.  These  persons,  or  some  of  them,  may 
have  applied  to  me  in  behalf  of  Totten,  but  I  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  Ricla 
ard  Totten's  general  character,  and  it  is  bad,  and  I  would 
not  believe  him  under  oath. 

GEO.  WHITE. 
Sworn  before  me,   this  21st } 
day  of  November,  1853.      S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  87. 
City  and  County  ofJYew  York,  ss: — Elias  T.  De  Forest, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  12  First  street,  am  a  butcher,  61  Fulton  market;  wit- 
ness looks  at  paper  marked  exhibit  A,  annexed  to  depo- 
sition of  James  Timpson,  and  says  that  he  has  not  taken 
sufficient  notice  of  the  hand-writing  of  Alderman  "William 
H.  Cornell  to  identify  it,  and  is  unwilling  to  express  an 
opinion  regarding  it,  although  he  has  received  checks  from 
him  in  payment  of  rent  of  a  stable  occupied  by  himself, 
William  B.  Reynolds,  and  Alfred  W.  White,  formerly  City 
Inspector,  where  their  horses  are  stabled. 
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Mr.  Isaac  Edwards,  who  holds  some  office  under  the 
Common  Council,  and  I  believe  in  the  department  of  Col- 
lector of  Assessments,  came  to  me  before  he  was  appointed 
to  this  office,  and  wished  to  purchase  a  couple  of  lots  of 
ground  of  mine — and  asked  me  the  price  of  two  I  owned 
in  First  street — I  told  him  seven  thousand  dollars;  he 
asked  me  if  I  had  not  some  on  the  First  avenue,  and  what 
I  would  take  for  them;  they  were  the  two  lots  corner 
of  First  avenue  and  Fifth  street,  both  fronting  First 
avenue. 

I  told  him  I  would  take  nine  thousand  dollars  for  the 
two;  he  said  I  ought  to  take  less,  and  I  told  him  he  might 
have  them  for  eight  thousand  dollars. 

He  said  he  wanted  them  for  a  Station-house;  he  said  he 
thought  he  could  get  more  for  them  from  Joe  Taylor,  for 
he,  Joe  Taylor,  was  authorized  to  buy  two  lots  for  that 
purpose;  I  said  I  did  not  care  what  he  got  for  them,  I 
would  take  eight  thousand  dollars  for  them:  the  next  time 
I  ?;iw  him  lie  told  mc  he  had  sold  them  to  Joseph  K.  Tay- 
lor for  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  wanted  mc  to  make  the 
deed  out  to  the  Common  Council  or  Corporation. 

I  told  him  I  did  not  care  who  the  deeds  were  made  out 
to;  !Mr.  Brewer,  the  lawyer,  made  out  all  my  papers;  I 
gave  Mr.  lirewcr  directions  to  make  oui  llie  deed  to  the 
Corporation;  it  was  done;  I  afterwards  met  Mr.  Brewer, 
my  counsel,  at  the  Comptroller's  office,  and  there  signed 
sonic  paper,  which  I  believe  was  the  warrant  for  the  pur- 
chase-money, which  was  ten  lliou.-and  dollars. 

I  afterwards  paid  to  Edwards  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 


1425  (Doc.  No.  55. 

I  was  to  have  given  him  all  over  eight  thousand  dollars, 
but  kept  back  four  hundred  dollars,  to  cover  loss  of  rent 
and  expenses;  I  was  never  called  on  by  Mr.  Taylor  in  re- 
lation to  those  lots,  nor  was  I  ever  called  before  any  Com- 
mittee in  relation  to  the  sale  of  those  lots. 

If  I  had  been  applied  to  in  behalf  of  the  Corporation  when 
I  first  named  the  price  to  Edwards,  I  would  have  sold 
those  lots  to  the  Corporation  for  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars, 

I  had  no  knowledge  that  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  these 
lots  had  been  before  any  Committee  of  the  Common 
Council. 

ELIAS  T.  DE  FOREST. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  18th  / 
day  of  .May,  1853.  S 

E.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  88. 
City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  «;— Isaac  Edwards, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  461  Houston  street,  in  said  city;  I  am   Collector  of 
Assessments,  and  have  been  since  January,  1853. 

I  have  heard  read  the  deposition  of  Elias  T.  De  Forest, 
in  relation  to  tne  sale  of  some  lots  corner  of  First  avenue 
and  Fifth  street;  where  he  states  tliat  1  called  upon  him 
in  regard  to  the  purchase  of  those  lots,  he  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  De  Forest  called  upon  me  in  the  first  instanco^,  and 
stated  that  he  saw  a  resolution  of  the   Common   Council 
17 
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authorizing  tlic  Comptroller  to  purchase  lots  for  a  Station- 
house  in  the  Seventeenth  Ward,  and  said  he  had  two  lots 
in  First  street,  and  two  on  the  corner  of  First  avenue  and 
Fifth  street,  and  the  price  he  named  is  correctly  stated  in 
his  deposition. 

ISAAC  EDWARDS. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  28th  ) 
day  of  January,  1«54.         ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  89. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — James  B.  Taylor, 
being  duly  sworn,  this  27th  day  of  May,  1853,  deposes  and 
says,  as  follows: — I  reside  No.  400  Broadway;  I  am  a 
merchant;  I  was  one  of  three  applicants  to  the  Common 
Council  in  1840  or  1850,  whilst  \.  II.  Schultz  was  Alder- 
man of  the  Fifth  Ward,  for  a  ferry  from  the  foot  of  Grand 
street.  New  York,  to  South  Seventh  street,  Williamsburgh; 
the  other  applicants  were  Jesse  A.  Benedict  and  Fleming 
Duncan,  of  Williamsburgh;  the  application  was  not  grant- 
ed; it  passed  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  failed  in  the 
Board  of  As^sistants;  I  tried  very  hard  to  get  it  through; 
I  believe  some  of  the  Aldermen,  who  voted  for  it  in  their 
Board  aided  in  its  defeat  in  the  Board  of  Assistants;  I 
cannot  say  the  reason;  Alderman  Wood,  of  the  Third 
Ward,  and  Alderman  Bard,  of  the  Fourteenth  Ward,  and 
Alderman  Conklin,  of  the  Eighteenth  Ward,  were  the 
most  active  in  defeating  the  application  in  the  Board  of 
Assistants;  parties  out  of  the  Common  Council,  most  effi- 
cient in  aiding  its  defeat,  were,  David  S.  Mills,  A.  D. 
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Moore,  William  Laytin  and  William  Wall,  all  of  Wil- 
liamsburgh;  I  was  told  by  one  of  them,  I  cannot  say  cer- 
tainly which,  but  I  believe  by  Mr.  Wall,  using  his  lan- 
guage, "  that  it  was  the  damnest  fight  that  was  ever  had 
in  the  Common  Council;  that  it  cost  them  to  defeat  it,  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,"  meaning  our  ap- 
plication for  that  ferry;  he  did  not  state  to  whom  the 
money  was  paid;  Mr.  Briggs,  one  of  the  firm  of  Loder  & 
Co.,  informed  me,  that  one  of  the  Assistant  Aldermen  had 
received  money  for  aiding  the  defeat  of  our  application; 
my  knowledge,  in  relation  to  any  other  member  of  the 
Common  Council  having  received  money  to  defeat  the  ap- 
plication was  all  hearsay,  from  persons  whose  names  I  do 
not  recollect;  this  application  was  commenced  in  1849,  and 
defeated  in  1850.  None  of  the  applicants  for  our  ferry,  to 
my  knowledge  or  recollection,  paid  any  money  to  any 
member  of  the  Common  Council,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing that  grant;  there  was  money  spent,  but  I  don't 
know  where  it  went;  I  think  there  was  spent  from  two  to 
three  thousand  dollars;  it  was  spent  by  myself  and  asso- 
ciates; the  amount  of  the  expenses  was  made  up  and  set- 
tled by  Mr.  Benedict;  I  have  not  now  any  account  of  it; 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  Mr.  Benedict  did  have  a 
memorandum  of  it;  I  have  some  recollection  of  some 
money  being  returned,  either  to  me  or  Mr.  Benedict;  I 
don't  recollect  by  what  hands  the  money  was  returned;  I 
think  it  came  from  Assistant  Alderman  McCarthy  of  the 
Fourth  Ward;  I  don't  recollect  the  amount,  and  I  don't 
recollect  of  any  other  money  coming  back  from  any  one 
else. 

After  this,  I  was  one  of  the  applicants  for  the  Wall 
street  ferry;  it  was  the  early  part  of  1852;  my  associates 
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were,  James  S.  Thayer,  Joseph  Britten,  A,  H.  Schultz  and 
Mr.  Bartow,  of  Brooklyn.  Silas  C.  Herring  was  one  of 
the  applicants  with  us;  at  a  meeting  we  had  we  discussed 
how  much  it  was  going  to  cost  to  get  it,  and  we  supposed 
it  would  cost  Irom  live  to  ten  thousand  dollars;  it  was  then 
agreed,  that  the  application  should  be  made  in  the  name  of 
Mr.  Herring,  and  it  was  accordingly  made  in  his  name,  to 
the  Boaid  of  Aldermen,  in  which,  1  think,  an  offer  of  five 
thousand  dollars  per  annum  was  made  for  the  grant,  if  not 
in  the  application,  it  was  made  to  the  Committee  on  Fer- 
ries, to  whom  the  application  was  referred.  After  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ferries,  we  had  a  meeting, 
and  Mr.  Herring  withdrew  from  the  application,  saying, 
he  would  not  pay  any  thing  for  procuring  the  grant;  at 
that  meeting,  it  was  understood,  that  Mr.  Britton,  and  Mr. 
Thayer,  should  have  the  agency  in  procuring  the  grant; 
either  at  that,  or  some  subsequent  meeting,  before  the  Com- 
mittee reported,  Mr.  Thayer  and  Mr.  Britton  reported 
that  it  was  going  to  cost  about  fifteen  thousand  dollars; 
we  each  then  agreed  to  pay  our  proportion,  to  make  up 
this  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  though  we  did  not,  in  fact, 
pay  the  nioncy.  Before  the  Committee  on  Ferries  reported 
on  the  subject  of  the  ferry,  we  were  informed  by  Mr.  Brit- 
ton and  Mr.  Thayer,  that  the  Committee  were  all  right, 
and  would  report  in  our  favor;  the  Committee,  instead  of 
reporting  in  favor  of  granting  the  lease  to  us,  reported  in 
favor  of  giving  the  grant  to  Draper  &  Develin,  on  account 
of  which  1  was  surprised,  on  dit^covering.  on  reading  the 
newspaper,  the  morning  after  such  report;  I  found,  on 
looking  into  it,  that  they  had  reported  that  they  were  to 
have  it  at  a  rent  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  a 
yeoi',  or  thereabouts;  I  then  put  in  an  application  to  the 
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Board  of  Assistants,  offering  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year 
for  that  grant;  on  the  same  night  of  my  offer,  somebody 
offered,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Sharpe,  for  the  same  grant, 
twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year;  the  grant  was  afterwards 
made  to  Mr.  Sharpe;  I  have  no  knowledge  except  what  I 
derived  from  Messrs.  Thayer  &  Britton,  as  to  any  money 
or  bonus  being  paid  for  the  Sharpe  grant,  and  they  in- 
formed us  that  the  Sharpe  applicants  were  going  to  pay 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

I  was  an  applicant,  or  interested  in  the  application,  for 
a  ferry  from  the  Corporation  of  this  city,  at  the  foot  of 
Houston  street,  to  run  to  Williamsburgh,  which  was  after- 
wards granted  to  James  M.  Waterbury  and  others;  and  I 
believe  that  James  M.  Waterbury,  Gerard  Stuyvesant, 
William  S.  Duke  and  Charles  G.  Dean  have  knowledge  of 
that  grant,  and  can  give  information  in  relation  thereto;  I 
think  John  Anderson  could  also  give  information  in  re- 
lation thereto,  who  was  an  applicant  for  the  same  grant, 
and  offered,  as  I  understand,  sixteen  thousand  dollars  a 
year. 

I  was  an  applicant  for  the  purchase  of  the  Fort  Ganse- 
voort  property;  my  first  attention,  in  regard  to  this  ap- 
plication was,  a  resolution  which  passed  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen, direciing  the  sale  of  that  property;  I  made  an 
application  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  in 
my  own  name,  offering  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand dollars  for  it;  I  had  conversations  with  Mr.  Draper 
and  Mr.  Varnum,  before  making  that  application,  and  asked 
them  to  join  with  me  in  it,  if  they  thought  it  advisable; 
they  agreed  to  do  so,  but  I  am  not  certain  whether  it  was 
before  the  application,  but  it  was  about  the  time^  it  was 
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understood  Mr.  Draper  was  to  take  the  title;  I  had  no  un- 
derstanding or  arrangement  with  any  member  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund  before  the  application,  in  relation  to  that  appli- 
cation, to  the  best  of  my  recollection;  after  the  applica- 
tion was  made,  I  had  some  talk  with  them;  the  application 
of  Reuben  Lovejoy  was  put  in  at  my  request;  I  requested 
Mr.  Lovejoy  should  consent,  in  case  the  sale  was  made  to 
him,  that  the  conveyance  should  be  made  to  Mr.  Draper, 
and  procured  Mr.  Draper's  signature  to  it;  I  don't  remem- 
ber whether  I  gave  those  papers  to  Mr.  Bard,  Alderman 
of  the  Fourteenth  Ward,  or  addressed  them  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Question.  Was  there  no  means  used  to  induce  Alderman 
Bard  to  favor  that  application  ? 

Jlnsvcr.  I  don't  know. 

Q.   How  much  do  you  know  on  that  subject? 

Ji.  I  communicated  with  ex- Alderman  A.  IT.  Schultz. 

Q.  What  did  you  communicate  to  Alderman  Schultz? 

Ji.  I  decline  answering  the  question,  by  the  advice  of 
my  counsel,  on  the  ground  that  it  may  have  the  tendency 
to  criminate  myself. 

At  this  stage  of  the  examination  the  counsel  for  the  wit- 
ness, Mr.  Stoughton,  appeared,  and  was  partly  heard  on 
this  question,  and  the  argument  was  suspended,  until  Wed- 
nesday, the  1st  June. 

J.  B.  TAYLOR. 

June  1st,  1853. 

Mr.  Stoughton  concluded  his  argument,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  Mr.  Blunt,  District  Attorney,  on  the  part  of  the 
people. 

Decision  reserved. 
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June  9th,  1853. 

The  Recorder  this  day,  rendered  the  following  decision, 
Upon  consideration  of  the  case,  and  the  law  as  it  is  ap- 
plicable to  it,  I  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  witness, 
on  the  ground  that  his  answer  may  tend  to  criminate  him, 
may  decline  to  answer  the  question. 

(See  opinion  and  decision  of  Recorder,  entered  at  large, 
in  record  of  testimony.) 

The  above  witness,  James  B. 
Taylor,  was  duly  sworn 
before  me,  the  27th  day  of 
May,  1853,  and  examined 
on  that  day. 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  90. 


City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — Alexander  H. 
ScHULTZ,  being  duly  sworn,  this  30th  day  of  May,  1853, 
deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  No.  72  Hudson 
street,  my  office  is  No,  306  Washington  street;  I  am  a 
State  Harbor  Master;  I  was  Alderman  of  the  Fifth  Ward, 
in  1849;  during  that  time  an  application  was  made  for  a 
ferry,  I  believe,  from  Grand  street  to  Williamsburgh,  by 
James  B.  Taylor  and  others;  I  don't  recollect  whether  it 
passed  that  year  or  not;  if  it  came  up  that  year,  I  voted 
for  it  as  I  was  in  favor  of  it;  I  heard  a  rumor  at  that  time 
that  there  was  money  paid  for  it,  but  I  have  no  personal 
knowledge  on  the  subject;  I  have  no  recollection  now 
from  whom  I  heard  it;   I  was  associated  with  the  appli- 
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• 

cants,  James  B.  Taylor  and  others  about  a  year  ago  for 
the  Wall  street  fen  y;  the  associates  were  to  be  James  B. 
Taylor,  Joscjih  Brittou,  James  S.  Thayer,  Judge  Sterling 
and  Edgar  J.  Bartow;  1  believe  Mr.  Silas  C.  Herring  was 
originally  to  have  been  one,  but  he  afterwards  declined; 
we  had  a  meeting  on  the  subject  and  discussed  the  question 
how  much  the  grant  would  cost;  my  impression  is,  we 
supposed  it  would  cost  from  five  to  ten  thousand  dollars; 
I  rather  think  the  reason  Mr.  Herring  withdrew,  because 
be  was  unwilling  to  pay  any  thing  for  procuring  the  grant; 
we  did  not  raise  the  money;  Mr.  Thayer  seemed  to  have 
the  })ri;icipal  management;  we  met  at  his  office  nearly  al- 
ways; I  understood  at  one  or  more  of  our  meetings,  that 
the  Committee  on  Ferries  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  was 
all  right,  by  which  I  understood  they  were  going  to  report 
in  our  favor;  the  Comniittee,  however,  reported  in  favor 
Draper  &  Dcvelin;  I  don't  recollect  the  amount  we  offer- 
ed per  annum,  for  the  lease;  the  report  of  the  Committee 
was  adopted  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  giving  the  grant 
to  Draper  &  Devclin,  and  subsequently  came  up  for  action 
in  the  Board  of  Assistants;  before  that  Board  passed  it, 
I  put  in  a  written  application  for  the  ferry,  offering  a  rent 
of  twenty-tive  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  it;  notwith- 
standing my  offer,  it  was  subsequently  given  to  Jacob 
Sharp  and  others,  for  twenty-thousand  dollars  per  annum; 
ray  offer  was  in  perfect  good  faith,  and  accompanied  with 
a  tender  of  sufficient  surety,  as  1  believe.  • 

On  seeing  a  resolution  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  Fort  Gan- 
sevoort  property,  to  D.  Randolph  Martin,  I  made  up  my 
mind  to  become  a  competitor  for  the  purchase  of  that  pro. 
pcrty,  and  for  that  purpose  called  on  James  B.  Taylor,  in 
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order  to  make  provisions  to  raise  the  funds  to  make  that 
purchase;  it  was  agreed  between  us  if  we  were  successful, 
I  should  have  a  certain  interest  in  the  purchase. 

Question.  Was  there  any  plan  arranged  between  you 
and  Taylor,  as  to  the  means  you  should  or  would  adopt  to 
defeat  Martin  and  to  procure  the  grant  for  yourselves? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  the  plan? 

A.  Part  of  the  plan  was,  that  I  would  take  care  of  two  Al- 
dermen and  Taylor  was  to  see  Alderman  Bard  and  others; 
any  thing  further  with  regard  to  our  plan,  I  decline  to  an- 
swer at  present,  for  my  memory  does  not  now  serve  me 
and  I  want  time  to  reflect. 

The  further  examination  of  the  witness  is  suspended  at 
his  request  until  Thursday,  2d  June,  at  11  o'clock,  a.m., 
the  witnesses'  family  being  out  of  town. 

A.  H.  SCHULTZ. 

June  2d,  1853. 

The  further  examination  of  the  witness  is  postponed  un- 
til to-morrow  afternoon  at  2  o'clock. 

June  3d,  1853. 

The  examination  of  the  witness  was  further  postponed 
until  Wednesday  next,  8th  instant,  10  o'clock,  a.m. 

June  8th,  1853. 

The  examination  of  the  witness,  was  further  postponed 
until  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

June  9th,  1853. 

The  examination  of  the  witness  was  further  postponed 
until  Monday,  13th  instant,  at  12  o'clock,  at  noon. 
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June  13th,  1853. 
The  examination  of  the  witness  was  further  postponed 
until  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

June  14th,  1853. 

The  examination  of  witness  was  resumed. 

Q.  What  was  the  plan  arranged  between  you  and  Tay- 
lor, as  to  the  means  you  should  use  to  defeat  Martin  and 
to  procure  the  grant  for  yourselves? 

A.  I  decline  to  answer  that  question  on  the  ground  that 
the  answer  may  tend  to  criminate  me. 

Q.  Was  the  plan  adopted,  subsequently  carried  out? 

A.  I  decline  to  answer  upon  the  ground  that  the  answer 
may  tend  to  criminate  mc. 

Q.  Was  there  any  money  used,  and  if  so,  how  much,  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  the  inOuencc  of  any  menibor  of 
the  Finance  Committee  or  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  that  grant?    . 

A.  I  decline  to  answer  upon  the  ground  that  the  answer 
may  tend  to  criminate  me. 

Q.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  money,  property  or 
other  valuable  thing  being  given  or  promised  to  be  given 
to  any  member  of  the  Common  Council,  cither  directly  or 
indirectly,  to  influence  any  vote  or  votes,  which  any  of  them 
were  to,  or  did  give,  on  any  public  subject  in  which  you 
were  not  personally  interested  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  instance  coming  to  my  know- 
ledge, except  what  I  have  heard  from  James  I>.  Taylor. 

A.  II.  SCHULTZ. 
Sworn  before  mc,  the  30th  day 

of  May,    1S53,  and  examined 

on  that  dny,  and  on  the   14th 

day  of  June,  l8r>."<. 

F.  II.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  91. 

City  and  County  of  Jfew  York,  ss: — Silas  C.  Herring, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside 
at  No.  102  Fifth  avenue  in  this  city;  I  am  an  iron  safe 
manufacturer;  about  a  year  ago  I  was  an  applicant,  with 
others,  for  the  Wall  street  ferr} ;  my  associates  were 
James  S.  Thayer,  James  B.  Taylor,  A.  H.  Shultz,  Joseph 
Britton,  Mr.  Bartow,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Judge  Sterling, 
partner  of  Mr.  Thayer;  I  attended  several  meetings  of 
the  associates,  at  Mr.  Thayer's  office,  and  it  was  there  dis- 
cussed how  much  it  was  likely  to  cost  to  obtain  the  grant; 
it  was  said  we  could  secure  the  lease  at  four  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year,  by  paying  a  certain  member,  or  guaranteeing 
to  pay  him,  five  thousand  dollars;  I  think  James  13.  Taylor 
made  that  statement;  he  said  if  that  amount  could  be 
guaranteed  by  responsible  persons  to  that  Alderman,  he, 
the  Alderman,  would  procure  the  grant.  I  then  declined 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it;  Taylor  then  said,  I  need 
not  be  known  in  the  matter;  I  said  I  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  matter,  and  declined,  and  took  no  farther 
interest  in  it. 

I  never  had  any  conversation  with  any  person  or  per- 
sons, nor  was  I  in  any  way  concerned,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, nor  did  I  ever  make  or  offer,  or  authorize  to  be 
made,  an  offer  for  the  purchase  of  the  Gansevoort  street 
property,  otherwise  than  is  herein  stated.  Sometime  in 
the  fore  part  of  December  last,  I  met  James  B.  Taylor  in 
Water  street,  near  my  store,  upon  which  occasion  he 
asked  me  to  join  him  and  others  in  the  purchase  of  that 
property;  I  at  once  declined,  and  distinctly  stated  to  him 
that  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.     No  offer  was 
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ever  made  bv  me,  or  authorized  to  be  made  by  me,  and  if 
any  exists,  purporting  to  have  my  name  in  it,  or  signed  to 
it,  the  same  was  written  without  my  knowledge,  privity, 
procurement  or  consent.  I  was  absent  from  the  city  at 
the  time  the  purchase  was  made,  and  am  ignorant  of  who 
the  parties  were  that  were  engaged  in  that  purchase;  and 
all  the  knowledge  I  have  in  relation  thereto  is  from  the 
public  prints  and  hearsay,  subsequent  to  the  purchase. 

SILAS  C.  HERRING. 

Sworn  before  me  this  30th  ) 
day  of  May,  ISoo.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLor,  Recorder. 


No.  92. 

City  and  County  of  J\'eic  York,  ss: — Reuben  Loyejot, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
at  No.  400  Broadway;  I  am  a  hotel  keeper,  and  keep  the 
hotel  called  Florence's  Hotel,  at  the  place  above  named; 
I  never  was  an  applicant  for  the  purchase  of  the  property 
called  the  Fort  Gansevoort  property;  all  my  connection 
with  the  affair  was  as  follows:  One  evening  Mr.  James  B. 
Taylor,  who  was  boarding  with  me,  came  into  my  office 
and  stated  to  me  that  my  name  would  be  in  the  paper  the 
next  morning,  as  an  applicant  for  a  piece  of  properly.  I 
then  asked  him  why  he  used  my  name;  he  said  that  him- 
self and  some  other  genib^men  wanted  to  buy  a  piece  of 
property  of  the  city,  but  did  not  wish  to  use  their  own 
names;  I  then  said  to  him,  if  it  would  be  of  any  advan- 
tage to  him  I  should  have  no  objections  to  his  using  my 
name.    The  next^morning  I  saw  by  the  papers  my  name 
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■was  given  as  an  applicant  for  the  Gansevoort  property. 
I  never  attended  before  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  or  before  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever  in  re- 
lation to  that  transaction.  I  afterwards,  and  after  the 
property  was  awarded  to  me,  signed  a  consent,  at  the 
request  of  Taylor,  that  the  property  should  be  conveyed 
to  Simeon  Draper.  Afterwards  he  asked  me  to  sign 
another  to  have  the  property  conveyed  to  Joseph  B.  Tar- 
num  and  another,  whose  name  I  do  not  recollect.  That  is 
all  I  had  to  do  with  the  transaction,  and  I  never  received 
or  paid  any  money  on  account  of  it. 

The  witness  looks  at  paper  marked  '*'  Exhibit  A.,  F.  R. 
T.,  June  20th,  1853,"  hereto  annexed,  and  says:  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  the  hand-writing  of  James  B.  Taylor,  and 
believe  the  whole  of  said  paper,  except  the  signature 
"  Silas  C.  Herring,"  to  be  in  the  hand-writing  of  said 
Taylor. 

EEUBEX  LOTEJOT. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  20th  ) 
day  of  June,  lfc5o.  f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
•'  Exhibit  A,"  referred  to  in  the  preceding  examination. 
Hex.  F.  R.  TiLLOu,— 

My  Dear  Sir: — Believing  you  have  taken  a  proper 
view  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  property  belonging  to  the 
Corporation,  between  Gansevoort  and  Twelfth  streets,  I 
have  been  engaged  since  yesterday  in  examining  and 
making  a  clean  estimate  of  the  cost  of  filling  in,  etc.,  and 
will,  on  Monday,  be  able  to  make  my  bill  for  the  same, 
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and  on  that  day  I  will  send  it,  directed  to  you.  and  left  at 
the  Comptroller's  office  at  4  o'clock,  p.m. 

Very  truly  yours, 

SILAS  C.  IIERRIXG. 

New  York,  25th  December,  1852. 

(Endorsed  "  Silas  C.  Herring  to  F.  R.  T.,  25th  Dec,  1852.) 
Exhibit  A.     F.  R.  T.,  June  20th,  1853. 


No.  93. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Silas  C.  Herring, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  102  Fifth  avenue;    I  am  an  iron  safe  manufacturer. 

The  witness  looks  at  paper  marked  "  Exhibit  A.,  F.  R. 
T.,  June  20,  1853,"  annexed  to  the  examination  of  Reuben 
Lovcjoy,  and  says:  No  part  of  said  paper  was  written  by 
nic;  the  signature  is  not  my  hand-writing;  I  never  autho- 
rized it  to  be  written,  and  the  said  paper  was  so  written 
without  my  knowledge,  privity,  procurement  or  consent. 

SILAS  C,  HERRING. 

Sworn  before  me,   this  21st 
day  of  June,  1853. 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  94. 

City  and  County  of  Kcio  York,ss: — John  M.  Way,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follow.-;:  I  reside  at  the 
U.  S.  Hotel;  I  am  book-keeper  for  Mr.  James  13.  Taylor, 
No.  142  Water  street. 
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Paper  marked  Exhibit  A,  (F.  R.  T.)  June  22d,  1853,  hereto 
annexed,  being  shown  to  witness,  he  says:  This  is  all  my 
hand-writing;  I  cannot  recollect  by  whose  direction  it 
was  written;  it  is  a  copy  of  some  original  paper;  I  have 
had  authority  from  Mr.  Taylor  to  sign  his  name  to  letters 
and  other  papers. 

Paper  marked  Exhibit  A,  (F.  R.  T.)  June  20, 1853,  and  an- 
nexed to  the  examination  of  Reuben  Lovejoy,  being  shown 
to  witness,  he  says:  The  whole  of  the  same  is  in  the  hand- 
writing of  James  B.  Taylor;  the  signature  also,  "  Silas  C. 
Herring,"  I  believe  to  be  his  writing,  though  it  is  a  little 
different  from  his  usual  writing;  I  have  often  seen  Mr. 
Taylor  write,  and  am  well  acquainted  with  his  hand- 
writing. 

Papers  marked  Exhibit  B,  (F.  R.  T.)  June  22d,  1853, 
and  Exhibit  C,  (F.  R.  T.)  June  22d,  1853,  hereto  annexed, 
being  shown  to  witness,  he  says:  These  papers  are  also  in 
the  hand-writing  of  James  B.  Taylor,  as  I  verily  believe. 

Paper  marked  Exhibit  D,  (F.  R.  T.)  June  22, 1853,  here- 
to annexed,  being  shown  to  witness,  he  says:  The  body  of 
the  paper  is  in  my  hand-writing. 

Paper  marked  Exhibit  E,  (F.  R.  T.)  June  22,  1853, 
hereto  annexed,  being  shown  to  witness,  he  says:  The  body 
of  the  pajjcr  I  believe  to  be  in  the  hand-writing  of  James  B. 
Taylor,  and  the  signature  Benjamin  Westlake's,  and  I  am 
acquainted  with  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Westlake. 

Paper  marked  Exhibit  F,  (F.  R.  T.)  June  22d,  1853, 
hereto  annexed,  being  shown  to  witness,  he  says:  The  body 
of  the  paper  is  in  my  hand-writing,  the  signature  I  believe 
to  be  in  the  hand-writing  of  Stephen  H.  Smith,  and  I  am 
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acquainted  with  hi.>  liand-writing:  Mr.  Smith  is  an  im- 
porter of  furs,  and  has  his  office  142  Water  street,  and 
resides  in  Jersey  City,  as  I  understand. 

The  several  letters  referred  to  by  me,  as  in  my  hand- 
writing arc  copies  of  letters,  prepared  for  me  to  copy. 

I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  these  matters,  except 
what  I  heard;  I  heard  Mr.  Herring  authorize  Mr.  Taylor 
to  use  his  name  in  making  the  application  for  the  purchase 
of  the  Gansevoort  property;  It  was  about  the  time  Mr. 
Herring  was  going  out  of  town;  it  was  about  the  time  of 
the  date  of  the  letters  written  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Herring; 
this  conTcrt^ation,  authorizing  the  use  of  his  name,  occurred 
at  my  dcik,  in  Mr.  Taylor's  office;  I  don't  recollect  the 
words  used,  but  such  was  the  substance  of  the  conversa- 
tion; the  purpose  for  which  Mr.  Herrings  name  was  used 
was  to  purchase  the  property;  if  he  was  the  highest  bidder 
he  was  to  take  it,  of  course;  I  did  not  hear  it  stated  at 
this  time  that  there  were  other  bidders  for  the  property; 
I  did  not  understand  that  the  use  of  Mr.  Herring's  name 
was  for  any  other  person's  benefit,  but  understood  it  was 
to  be  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Herring;  I  feel  certain  that 
this  conver.<ation  ul)0ut  the  use  of  Mr.  Herring's  name  was 
about  the  date  of  the  letters.  20th  or  27th  December,  1852; 
this  is  all  I  know  of  the  matter. 


JOHN  M.  WAY. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  22d 
day  of  Juuc,  lc^;Vi. 


1'.  IJ.  'I'll, I, or.  luconh  r 
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(Exhibit  A,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition.) 
Exhibit  A,  June  22,  1853,  (F.  R.  T.) 
Joseph  R.  Taylor,  Esq.,  Comptroller : 

My  Dear  Sir: — I  will  give  for  the  Corporation  proper- 
ty situate  between  Gansevoort,  Twelfth  and  the  Hudson 
river,  or  Thirteenth  avenue,  namely:  All  the  property  pro- 
posed to  be  sold  by  the  resolution  passed  by  the  Common 
Council,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars; twenty-five  per  .cent,  cash,  and  the  balance  in  three 
years,  at  six  per  cent,  interest;  and  also  agree  to  fill  in  the 
same  in  two  years. 

Yours  truly, 

JAMES  B.  TAYLOR. 

New  York,  December  18th,  1852. 

(Exhibit  B,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition.) 

Exhibit  B,  (F.  R.  T.)  June  22,  1853. 

(Firstly.)  I  have  had  an  estimate  made  of  the  quantity 
of  earth  necessary  to  fill  in  the  ground,  and  the   cost  of 
doing  it.     (Second.)  I  have  ascertained,  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, the  time  required   to  do  the  work.     (Third.)  I  have 
made  a  calculation  of  the  loss  of  interest  on  the  amount  of 
money  it  will  cost  to  fill  in  the  property,  and  also  the  loss 
of  interest  on  the  amount  of  capital  required  for  the  pu' 
chase,  &c.,  I  have  ascertained,  also,  the  price  the  C9 
tion  have  charged  for  water  grants  for  the  la' 
eighteen  months,  in  the  neighborhood  o^ 

and  lastly,  I  have  made  a  calculation  •  ,  ^ 

'       .,„„-,.  ,        i«  Commissioners. 

require,  alter  it  is  tilled  m,  to  settle,  f 

ly  solid  to  build  upon.  '^  *^^  Corporation 

jg  a  Gansevoort  streets, 
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Based  upon  these  calculations,  I  have  estimated  the 
value  of  the  property  at  this  time,  which  I  have  enclosed 
to  your  Board  herewith. 

Very  truly  yours, 

S.  C.  HERRING. 
New  York,  27th  December,  1S52. 

To  Hon.  F.  R.  Tillou. 

(Exhibit  C,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition.) 

Exhibit  C,  (F.  R.  T.)  June  22, 1853. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sin/cijig  Fund 

of  the  city  of  JYew  York: 

Gentlemen: — I  herewith  offer  to  purchase  the  property 
belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  the  city,  situated  on  the 
North  river,  between  Gansevoort  and  Twelfth  streets,  for 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  dollars, 
upon  such  terms  as  you  may  direct. 

Yours  respectfully, 

SILAS  C.  HERRING. 

New  York,  27th  December,  1852. 

(Exhibit  1),  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition.) 

ai-  Exhibit  D,  (F.  R.  T.)  Jone  22, 1853. 

this  1.  , 

"'  "  Honorable  the  Board  of  Sinkimr  Fund  Co7n7nissioners 

of  the  City  of  Mio  York: 
Sworn  before  niv,.  _,,  ,      .        ,   .  ,.  „        , 

day  of  Juue  Ib!"*^  undersigned  is  an  apjdicant  for  the 

perty  owned  by  the  Corporation,  situ- 

^ ' -)r   North   river,  in   the  city  of  New 

oort  and  Twelfth  streets,  and  Tenth 
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and  Thirteenth  avenues,  and  should  your  Board  award  the 
sale  of  said  property  to  me,  I  hereby  authorize  and  request 
you  to  make  out  the  deed  for  the  same  to  Mr.  Simeon 
Draper,  who  will  comply  with,  the  terms  thereof. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

REUBEN  LOVEJOY. 

New  York,  December  20, 1852. 

Witness,  George  Oakes. 

To  Joseph  R.  Taylor,  Esq.,  Comptroller,  or  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners. 

(Paper  annexed  to  Exhibit  D.) 

New  York,  December  20, 1852. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 

of  the  city  of  JSTew  York: 

Gentlemen: — Should  the  proposition  made  by  Reuben 
Lovejoy,  for  the  purchase  of  the  property  between  Twelfth 
and  Gansevoort  streets,  be  accepted,  I  hereby  authorize 
him  to  transfer  the  purchase  to  me,  the  payment  and  mort- 
gage will  be  given  by  me,  upon  the  rendering  of  the  title 
by  the  city. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

S.  DRAPER. 

(Exhibit  E,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition.) 

Exhibit  E,  (F.  R.  T.)  June  22,  1853. 

To  Joseph  R.  Taylor,  Esq., 

or  any  one  of  the  Sinking  Fund  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen: — I  propose  to  purchase  the  Corporation 
property  at  and  between  Twelfth  and  Gansevoort  streets, 
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and  tlie  Hudson  river,  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  an^ 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars;  twenty  per  cent,  cash,  and 
the  balance  in  three  years,  at  six  per  cent.,  pavable  half 
yearly. 

BENJAMIN  WESTLAKE, 

Brooklyn,  L.  I, 
New  York,  20th  December,  1852. 

(Exhibit  F,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition.) 

Exhibit  F,  (F.  R.  T.)  June  22, 1853. 

To  Joseph  R.  Taylor,  Esq.,  Comptroller: 

Dear  Sir: — I  propose  to  give  for  the  property  owned 
by  the  Corporation,  between  Gansevoort  and  Twelfth 
streets,  together  with  the  bulkhead  on  the  North  riven 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars;  fifteen  per  cent, 
cash,  and  the  balance  on  bond  and  mortgage  for  five  years, 
at  six  per  cent,  interest,  payable  semi-annually. 

S.  H.  SMITH. 
New  York,  December  20th,  1852. 


No.  95. 


City  and  County  of  Kew  York,  ss: — Reuben  Lovejoy, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  400  Broadway,  and  keep  Florence's  Hotel. 

Paper  marked  Exhibit  D,  (F.  R.  T.,)  June  22,1853,  and 
annexed  to  the  examination  of  John  M.  "Way,  being  shown 
to  rt'itness,  he  says:  the  signature  at  the  foot  of  said  paper 
is  mine;  the  witness  to  the  paper,  "  George  Oakes,"  was 
at  that  time  my  clerk,  and  his  signature  as  a  witness  is  in 
his  hand-writing. 
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One  evening  James  B.  Taylor  came  into  my  ofi&ce  and 
said  to  me,  that  he  had  given  his  check  that  day  for  one 
thousand  dollars  to  keep  another  man's  bid  from  being 
handed  in  which  was  higher  than  mine — a  much  larger 
amount,  but  I  forget  how  much;  the  person  he  named  was 
one  of  the  persons  having  the  selling  of  the  property;  I 
do  not  remember  the  name;  Mr.  Taylor  keeps  a  bank 
account  in  a  bank  in  "Wall  street,  and  I  think  the  Mer- 
chant's Bank;  Mr.  Taylor  told  me  that  it  would  cost  from 
forty  to  seventy -five  thousand  dollars  to  get  this  operation 
— the  purchase  of  the  Gansevoort  property,  through  the 
city  government. 

REUBEN  LOVEJOY. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  22d  / 
day  of  June,  1853.  > 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  96. 


City  and  County  of  J\'ew  York,ss: — Peeston  H.  Hodges, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
at,  and  am  proprietor  of  Carlton  House,  in  Broadway;  I 
was  an  applicant  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  for  the  purchase  of  the  Gansevoort  property;  the 
paper  now  shown  to  witness  and  marked  '■'  Exhibit  A,  F. 
R.  T.,  June  22d,  1853,"  and  hereto  annexed,  who  says: 
this  is  my  application,  the  body  ojf  the  paper  is  in  my  clerk's 
hand-writing,  the  signature  at  the  foot  is  my  own  writing; 
I  made  the  application  at  the  request  of  James  B.  Taylor; 
four  persons  were  to  be  interested  in  it,  viz:  Mr.  Taylor, 
Mr.  Draper,  and  I  believe  Mr.  Varnum  and  myself;  we 
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were  to  share  alike;  all  the  representations  made  to  me  at 
the  time  I  applied  was,  that  the  property  was  to  be  sold 
to  the  highest  bidder;  no  representation  was  made  to  me 
of  the  value  of  the  property,  except  that  it  would  be  a 
good  operation  if  it  could  be  bought  for  from  one  hundred 
and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars; 
each  one  of  the  above  parties  was  to  provide  their  respec- 
tive portions  of  the  purchase-money;  Mr.  Taylor  at  this 
time  told  me  had  put  in  a  bid  for  himself;  I  think  he 
named  the  amount,  though  I  don't  remember  it;  he  did 
not  state  until  after  the  matter  was  disposed  of  that  other 
bids  had  been  put  in;  he  then  stated  that  Draper  had  put 
in  a  bid;  I  don't  remember  that  he  stated  whether  Var- 
num  had  or  not;  he  did  not  state  at  that  time  whether 
Herring  was  an  applicant  or  not;  he  has  stated  this  since, 
that  Herring  was  an  applicant,  and  had  authorized  him, 
Taylor,  to  use  his  name,  that  he,  Herring  was  going  out  of 
town;  the  name  of  the  clerk,  in  whose  writing  the  above 
application  is  in,  is  George  Oakes;  I  believe  he  is  at  the 
Mercantile  Hotel,  in  Warren  street,  in  this  city. 

PRESTON  H.  HODGES. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  22d 
day  of  June,  1853. 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 

(Exhibit  A,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition.) 

"  Exhibit  A,  F.  R.  T.,  June  22d,  1853." 

New  York,  Dec.  27th,  1852. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  JVew  York. 

Gentlemen: — I  will  give  for  the  Corporation  property 
on   the   North  river,  between   Gansevoort  and^  Twelfth 
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streets,  the  sum  of  one  liiindred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
dollars,  twenty  per  cent,  in  cash,  or  such  per  centage  as 
you  may  fix,  and  the  balance  in  three  or  four  years,  with 
interest  at  six  per  cent,  upon  bond  and  mortgage,  and  will 
further  agree  to  fill  in  the  property  within  two  years  from 
this  date. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

PRESTON  H.  HODGES. 


No.  97. 
City  and   County  of  JVevj   York,  ss: — Bexjamix  Llotd 
James,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I 
reside  at  Fishkill;  I  am  a  commission  merchant,  and  have 
an  office  No.  306  Washington  street. 

Paper  marked  Exhibit  A,  F.  R.  T,  June  22, 1853,  and 
hereto  annexed,  being  shown  to  witness,  he  says:  the 
whole  of  the  said  paper  is  in  my  hand-writing;  the  offer 
made  by  me  for  the  Gansevoort  property  was  in  good 
faith;  it  was  a  bona  fide  affair. 

B.  LLOYD  JAMES. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  22d  ) 
day  of  June,  1853.  ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 

(Exhibit  A,  referred  to  in  the  preceding  deposition.) 

Exhibit  A.,  F.  R.  T.,  June  22d,  1853. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

Gentlemen: — I  will  give  for  the  Gansevoort  property, 
bounded  by  Twelfth  street,  Tenth  and  Thirteenth  avenues, 
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one  Imndred/and  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ($122,500),  and  will  pay  fifteen  (15)  per  cent,  cash, 
and  a  mortgage  for  the  balance  at  six  per  cent. 

Respectfully, 

B.  LLOYD  JAMES. 
New  York,  Dec.  21st.  1852. 


No.  98. 
Citxj  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Abraham  Van 
Santvoord,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  fol- 
lows:— I  reside  in  Jersey  City;  lam  engaged  in  the  trans- 
portation business;  I  never  was  an  applicant  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  for  the  purchase  of  the 
Ganscvoort  property. 

Paper  marked  Exhibit  A,  F.  R.  T.,  June  22, 1853,  here- 
to annexed  being  shown  to  witness,  he  says:  No  part  of 
the  writing  of  this  paper  is  mine,  neither  the  signature, 
nor  the  l)ody  of  it,  or  the  direction  is  my  hand-writing, 
nor  did  I  know  anything  of  the  paper  or  its  contents,  un- 
til a  short  time  since,  when  it  was  shown  to  me  by  Comp- 
troller Flagg;  nor  was  it  written  by  my  authority,  or  my 
knowledge  or  consent.  I  have  a  son,  Alfred  A'au  Sant- 
voord, residing  in  Albany.  I  am  acquainted  with  his 
hand-writing,  and  it  is  not  his.  Myself  and  son  are  the 
only  persons  I  know  of  the  name  of  A.  Van  Santvoord. 
Thi;  hand-writing  of  this  paper  bears  no  resemblance  to 
either  my  own  or  my  son's,  and  the  paper,  if  it  was  intend- 
ed as  coming  from  me,  is  a  forgery. 

A.  VAN  SANTVOORD. 

Sworn  before  mc,  this  22d  ) 
day^of  June,  1853.  ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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(Exhibit  A,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition.) 
Exhibit  A,  F.  R.  T.,  June  22, 1853. 

New  York,  22d  Dec,  1852. 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund : 

I  will  give  for  the  10th  and  13th  avenue,  12th  and 
Gansevoort  st.  property,  one  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
dollars,  and  pay  20  per  cent,  cash,  and  interest  on  the 
balance,  not  exceeding  6  per  ct. 

Respectfully, 

A.  VAN  SANTVOORD. 

(Endorsed)  Joseph  R.  Taylor,  Esq.,  Comptroller,  or  to 
"  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  city  of  New 
York.'' 


No.  99. 

City  and  County  of  Mew  York,  ss: — G-eorge  Oakes,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  board 
at  the  Carlton  house  ;  I  am  a  clerk  in  a  hotel  ;  I  was 
formerly  clerk  in  Florence's  Hotel,  of  which  Reuben  Love- 
joy  is  proprietor. 

Paper  marked  Exhibit  D,  F.  R.  T.,  June  22,  1853,  an- 
nexed to  the  examination  of  John  M .  Way,  being  shown 
to  the  witness,  he  says:  I  am  the  subscribing  witness  to 
the  execution  of  said  paper  of  Reuben  Lovejoy,  and  saw 
him  subscribe  his  name  thereto,  and  he  requested  me  to 
witness  it. 

Paper  marked  Exhibit  A,  F.  R.  T.,  June  22, 1853,  an- 
nexed to  the  examination  of  Preston  H.  Hodges,  being 
show  to  witness,  he  says:  the  body  of  said  paper  is  in  my 
hand- writing;  I  was  formerly  a  clerk  for  Mr.  Hodges,  who 
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is  proprietor  of  the  Carlton  House;  the  signature  is  the 

hand-writing  of  Mr.  Uodgcs. 

GEO.  OAKES. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  21)th  ) 
day  of  June,  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  100. 

City  and  County  of  J^ew  York,  ss: — William  B.  Astor, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
in  Lafayette  place;  I  am  the  owner  of  property  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  property  known  as  the  Fort  Ganse- 
voort  property;  I  consider  lots  in  that  vicinity  not  front- 
ing on  the  water,  when  filled  up,  worth  three  thousand  dol- 
lars each.  Those  fronting  on  the  water,  worth  six  thousand 
dollars  each,  and  corner  lots  are  worth  more,  I  mean 
city  lots  of  twenty-five  by  one  hundred  feet  each. 
The  lots  on  the  Fort  Gansevoort  property,  I  should 
think,  would  be  worth  about  the  same,  if  filled  up.  Mr. 
Allen,  one  of  the  Tax  Commissioners,  had  a  conversation 
with  me  on  the  subject  of  the  sale  of  the  Gansevoort  prop- 
erty, and  spoke  of  its  value,  which  was  beyond  my  own 
ideas  of  its  worth.  I  think  Mr.  Allen's  ideas  of  its  value 
was  in  the  neigliborhood  of  one  liundrcd  and  eighty  thou- 
sand dollars;  Mr.  Kingsland,  tlie  late  Mayor,  also  called 
upon  me,  and  spoke  about  the  sale  of  the  property,  and 
called  my  attention  to  tlic  property,  as  a  good  investment. 
Uuth  Mr.  Allen  and  Mr.  Kingsland  appeared  desirous  that 
offers  should  be  made  for  the  imrchase  of  this  property. 

WM.  B.  ASTOR. 
Sworn  before  me,  this   6th  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  f 

F.  11.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  101. 
City  and  County  of  Jfew  York,  ss: — Henry  H.  Ander- 
son, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I 
reside  in  this  city,  in  Twenty-seventh  street,  and  am  a 
Counsellor  at  Law.  I  was  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Da- 
vies  whilst  he  was  Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  and  had 
charge  of  some  of  his  business — that  is,  the  common  law 
business  of  the  office.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  street 
business.  I  did  not  know  of  an  organization  called  an 
inner  organization,  or  by  any  other  designation,  composed 
of  any  members  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  or  Board  of 
Assistants,  or  any  other  organization  for  the  purpose  of 
influencing  the  action  of  the  Common  Council. 

I  have  no  personal  knowledge,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, of  any  corrupt  frauds  or  evil  practices  on  the  part 
of  any  of  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,  or  of 
other  parties  in  relation  to  the  public  business  or  the  pub- 
lic property. 

H.  H.  ANDERSON. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  7th  } 
day  of  July,  18.53.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOu,  Recorder. 


No.  102. 

City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss  :  —  Frederick  A. 
SouTHMAYD,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  fol- 
lows:— I  was  formerly  book-keeper  in  the  office  of  the 
Comptroller  of  this  city;  I  left  that  office  1st  July  instant. 
Book  I  of  City  Grants  being  shown  to  witness,  he  says: — 
I  have  just  obtained   this  book  from  the   Comptroller's 
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office;  it  contains  the  original  counterpart  of  the  grant  of 
the  Gansevoort  property  to  Simeon  Draper;  it  is  entered 
on  pages  Nos.  99, 100,101, 102  and  103  in  said  book;  it  is 
signed  by  S.  Draper,  and  acknowledged  by  him,  before 
George  L.  Taylor,  Commissioner  of  Deeds,  2Sth  Decem- 
ber, 1852.  The  words  "  cancelled,  Dec'r  30, 1852,  C.  W. 
Lawrence,"'  written  on  the  margin  of  page  99  in  said 
book  is  in  the  hand  writing  of  Charles  W.  Lawrence,  who 
was  at  that  date  Clerk  to  the  Comptroller,  Joseph  R. 
Taylor.  I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  hand-writing  of 
Mr,  Lawrence. 

At  that  same  date  I  was  book-keeper  in  the  Comptrol- 
ler's office,  and  was  such  before  that  time,  and  subsequent- 
ly thereto. 

The  witness  produces  the  "  Journal "  from  the  Comp- 
troller's office,  and  turns  to  page  515,  entry  of  28  Decem- 
ber, 1852,  on  which  page,  among  other  items,  is  the 
following  entry: 

"  395.  Simeon  Draper,  do.  (meaning  Dr.  lo  bonds  and 
mortgages)  on  properly  bounded  by  West  St., 
Twelfth  St.,  Gansevoort  st.,  and  Thirteenth  ave- 
nue, known  as  the  'Fort  Gansevoort  Property;' 
sold  to  Simeon  Draper  for  $100,000;  .*10,000  cash, 
balance  on  bond  and  mortgage,  payable  in  five 
annual  instalments;  intercut  at  6  per  cent.;  the 
above  sale  made  by  resolution  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund.'' $120,000 

The  above  entry  is  in  my  liand-writing,  and  was  made 
from  a  memorandum  furnished  me  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  from 
which  the  following  is  tlic  extract:  "  Simeon  Draper, 
Gansevoort  street,  N.  R.,  Dec'r  27,  '52;  G  pc.    in  5  instal- 
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ments.  $120,000."  The  said  memorandum  the  witness 
now  produces,  ■which  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr .  Law- 
rence. The  said  memorandum  is  on  file  in  the  Comptrol- 
ler's office  among  miscellaneous  papers,  (marked  Exhibit 
A,  F.  R.  T.  On  the  Book  of  Grants  there  appears  to  be 
a  grant  of  the  same  premises,  subsequent  to  the  above,  to 
Joseph  B.  Yarnum  in  place  of  Simeon  Draper.  A  second 
memorandum  was  handed  me  b)'  Mr.  Lawrence  which  is 
now  produced  (marked  Exhibit  B,  F.  R.  T.;)  also,  from 
the  files  of  the  Comptroller's  office,  from  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  extract:  "  *Joseph  B.  Yarnum,  Gansevoort 
street,  North  river,  payable  in  5  annual  instalments;  Dec. 
27,  1852;  6  per  cent.;  $120,000"  *  "This  mortgage  was 
taken  in  exchange  for  mortgage  of  Simeon  Draper  for 
which  satisfaction  piece  was  filed  and  grant  for  property 
included  in  this  mortgage,  cancelled  December  30,  1852." 
This  memorandum  is  also  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Law- 
rence. The  bonds  and  mortgages  of  the  Department 
were  in  charge  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  and  he  was  in  the  habit 
of  handing  me  memorandums  to  make  my  entries  from.  I 
did  not  make  any  entry  from  this  second  memorandum, 
because  in  my  mind  it  was  an  improper  transaction.  Mr. 
Lawrence  is  now  in  Europe,  as  I  understand  and  believe. 
It  has  been  the  practice  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  prior  to 
Mr.  Flagg's  coming  in  for  three  years  past,  at  least,  to 
make  warrants  payable  to  the  order  of  the  person  entitled 
to  the  money,  per  the  order  of  the  person  who  had  ad- 
vanced the  money,  or  was  supposed  to  have  advanced  it, 
to  the  said  person  entitled  to  it. 

FRED.  A.  SOUTHMIYD. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  11th  ) 
dayof  July,  1853.  j" 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  103. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — "Wakeman  II.  DiKE- 
MAN,  being  duly  afliniicd  says: — I  am  stock  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  Comptroller  of  the  city;  I  am  also  clerk  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  have  been  such 
for  upwards  of  two  years;  as  such  clerk,  I  have  attended 
regularly  the  meetings  of  the  Commissioners,  and  kept  a 
record  of  their  proceedings;  the  annexed  paper  marked 
Exhibit  A,  contains  a  correct  copy  of  the  record  of  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  in  relation  to  the  prop- 
erty known  as  the  Fort  Ganscvoort  property. 

The  annexed  paper  marked  Exhibit  B,  is  a  copy  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Common  Council  under  which  such  pro- 
ceedings were  had. 

The  said  record  sets  forth  truly  all  proceedings  of  the 
Commissioners  in  relation  to  said  property  under  said 
resolution. 

I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  proceedings  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  relation  to  said  i)roperty  under  the  above  reso- 
lution, except  those  referred  to  in  Exhibit  X. 

W.  U.  DIKEMAN. 
Affirmed  before  mc,  this  ) 
12th  day  of  July,  18r);3.j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 

(Exhibit  A,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition.) 

"  Copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  in  relation  to  the  Fort 
Ganscvoort  property." 
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December  21st,  1852. 

"  The  resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  approved  by 
the  Mayor,  December  20th,  1852,  directing  that  the  land 
to  be  made  on  the  North  river,  together  with  the  bulkhead, 
between  Gansevoort  street  and  Twelfth  street,  be  sold  to 
D.  R.  Martin,  or  any  other  applicant,  and  that  it  be  refer- 
red to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  fix  the 
terms  and  price  of  sale,  was  presented  by  the  Comptroller, 
and  on  motion,  laid  over  for  consideration." 

December  22d,  1852. 

"  The  resolution  in  relation  to  the  water  grant,  between 
Gansevoort  street  and  Twelfth  street,  laid  over  for  con- 
sideration at  the  last  meeting,  was  taken  up  for  action. 

"  After  due  deliberation,  the  subject  was  laid  over  for 
further  consideration." 

December  2ith,  1852. 

"  The  resolution  of  the  Common  Council  in  relation  to 
the  water  grant  between  Gansevoort  street  and  Twelfth 
street,  North  river,  laid  over  for  further  consideration  at 
the  meeting  of  the  22d  instant,  was  taken  up,  and  the  fol- 
lowing terms  agreed  upon,"  viz: 

Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  purchase  money  to  be  paid 
on  the  delivery  of  the  deed,  the  balance  to  remain  on  bond 
and  mortgage  for  five  years,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent, 
per  annum,  payable  semi-annually. 

The  bond  to  contain  the  usual  clause,  that  in  case  the 
interest  remains  unpaid  for  sixty  days  after  the  same  is 
due,  the  principal  as  well  as  the  interest  shall  become  pay- 
able at  the  option  of  the  Corporation. 
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The  grant  or  deed  to  contain  a  covenant  guaranteeing 
to  the  Corporation,  the  privilege  of  depositing  in  said 
premises  poal  ashes  from  the  Fifth,  Eighth,  Ninth,  Fif- 
teenth and  Sixteenth  Wards,  until  the  said  premises  are 
filled  in. 

The  Recorder  stated  that  the  property  in  question  -was 
very  valuable,  and  he  proposed  that  the  public  should  be 
notified  that  the  same  was  about  to  be  sold,  and  offered 
the  following  resolution,  viz: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  Common  Council 
in  relation  to  the  water  grant,  between  Gansevoort  street 
and"  Twelfth  street,  North  river,  be  published  in  the  Cor- 
ration  papers  until  Wednesday  next." 

The  question  on  the  resolution  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

Yeas— The  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Chamberlain. 

Nays — The  Comptroller,  Alderman  Bard,  and  Assist- 
ant Alderman  Wells. 

The  resolution  was  not  adopted. 

The  Commissioners  who  voted  in  the  negative,  stated  as 
the  reason  for  their  vote,  that  the  said  resolution  had 
already  been  pul)li.<hed  in  the  proceediugs  of  the  Common 
Council,  in  said  papers. 

The  Recorder  presented  the  following  protest,  which 
was  ordered  on  the  minutes: 

"  The  undersigned  respectfully  protest  against  the  action 
of  the  Board  in  refusing  to  i)ass  the  last  mentioned  resolu- 
tion, believing   that  the  same  is  necessary,  in  order  that 
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all  persons  desiring  to  purchase  may,  by  having  notice 
thereof,  apply  so  to  do;  and  that  such  publication  is  neces- 
sary to  efiect  the  design  of  the  resolution.'' 

(Signed)  F.  R.  TILLOU, 

SHEPHERD  KNAPP. 

December  27M,  1852. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  Common 
Council  in  relation  to  the  property  on  the  North  river, 
between  Gansevoort  street  and  Twelfth  street,  laid  over 
at  the  last  meeting,  was  resumed. 

The  Recordar  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  price  of  the  property  directed  to  be 
sold  by  the  Common  Council,  between  Gansevoort  street 
and  Twelfth  street.  North  river,  be  fixed  at  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars.'" 

The  resolution  was  lost,  the  Recorder  voting  in  favor, 
and  the  other  Commissioners  against  said  resolution. 

The  Recorder  then  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz: 

"  Resolved,  That  we  now  proceed  to  fix  a  minimum  price 
for  the  aforesaid  property;  and  that  the  highest  sum  offer- 
ed by  a  responsible  l)idder,  above  that  sum,  be  adopted  as 
the  price." 

Lost. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  adopted,  viz: 

"  Resolved,  That  we  now  proceed  to  fix  the  price  of  the 
land  to  be  made  on  the  North  river,  together  with  the 
bulkhead  between  Gansevoort  street  and  Twelfth  street, 
19 
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as   directed   by  resolution   of  the    Commou  Council,  ap- 
proved by  the  Mayor,  December  20th,  1852.' 

Alderman  Jxird  then  oQcred  the  following  resolution, 
viz: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  price  of  the  premises  as  designated 
in  the  aforesaid  resolution  be  fixed  at  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  thousand  dollars." 

Which  was  adopted,  the  Recorder  dissenting. 

It  was*  then  resolved,  (the  Recorder  dissenting,)  That 
the  Comptroller  be  authorized  to  issue  a  grant  for  land 
under  water,  including  bulkhead,  now  builf  on  the  North 
river,  between  Gansevoort  street  and  Twelfth  street,  ex- 
tending to  the  exterior  line  of  the  city,  as  now  fixed,  and 
containing  the  usual  covenants,  to  Reuben  Love  joy,  at  Ihe 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  upon  the 
terms  fixed  December  24th,  1852. 

The  grant  for  the  same  to  contain  a  stii)ulation  guaran- 
teeing to  the  Corporation  the  privilege  of  depositing  coal 
ashes,  from  the  Fiftli,  Eighth,  Ninth,  Fifteenth  and  Six- 
teenth Wards,  in  the  said  premises,  until  the  same  are 
filled  in." 

A  true  copy. 

W.  II.  DTKEMAN,  Clerk. 

(Exhibit  B,  referred  to  in  the  preceding  deposition.) 

"  Resolved,  That  the  land  to  be  made  on  the  North  river, 
together  with  the  bulkhead  between  Gansevoort  street  and 
Twelftii  street,  be  sold  to  D.  R.  ^fartin.  or  any  other  ap- 
plicant for  purchase  thereof;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
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Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  fix  the  terms  and 
price,  the  proceeds  of  which  to  be  paid  into  the  Sinking 
Fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  City  Debt. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Dec.  8th,  1852. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  Dec.  10th,  1852. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  Dec.  20th,  1852. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk  C.  C. 

I  certify  that  a  mortgage  bearing  date  the  27th  Decem- 
ber, 1852,  made  and  executed  by  Simeon  Draper  to  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  to  secure  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  recorded  in  the  office  of  Register  of  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  on  the  28th  December,  1852, 
was  cancelled  of  record  on  the  30th  December,  1852. 

Dated  July  15,1853. 

HENRY  D.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Register. 


No.  104. 

City  and  County  ofJYew  York,  ss: — George  H.  Purser, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  am  one 
of  the  Tax  Commissioners  of  this  city;  on  discovering 
that  the  resolution  authorizing  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  to  sell  the  property  known  as  the  Fort 
Gansevoort  property,  had  passed  both  Boards  of  the  Com- 
mon Council,  the  day  after,  and  before  the  time  had  elaps- 
ed for  the  approval  of  the  same  by  the  Mayor,  I  addressed 
the  Mayor  a  letter  requesting  him  to  suspend  his  approval 
until  I  could  prepare  objections  which  I  thought  would 
satisfy  him,  that  he  should  not  approve  of  the  same,  which 
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letter  reached  him  in  time;  1  saw  him  subsequently  and 
told  him  I  would  prepare  the  objections,  which  I  did  and 
delivered  them  to  him  personally  within  a  few  days  after- 
wards, and  which  was  before  the  time,  allowed  by  law,  to 
signify  his  ai)proval,  had  expired;  the  annexed  paper  is 
substantially  a  copy  of  the  paper  I  handed  to  the  Mayor; 
the  date  may  have  reference  to  the  copy  which  I  made 
subsequently. 

The  references  in  said  paper  as  to  the  area  of  the  land, 
was  derived  from  a  map  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  which 
was  shown  to  me  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the  then  Comptroller. 

The  views  expressed  in  that  paper  I  still  entertain,  ex- 
cepting perhaps,  as  to  the  sale  of  water  lots  separately,  the 
policy  of  which  might  be  questionable. 

GEO.   H.   PURSER. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  26th  | 
29thday  of  July,  1853.    ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


(Paper  referred  to  in  annexed  deposition.) 

Objections  to  the  passage  of  the  Resolution  referring  the 
Bale  of  the  property  at  Fort  Ganscvoort  to  the  Commit 
sioncrs  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

The  property  in  question  is  of  extreme  value,  embrac- 
ing a  water  front  on  the  Eleventh  avenue,  of  533  feet  11 
inches,  and  containing  190,220  superficial  feet  within 
the  block,  which  is  bounded  by  Gansevoort,  AVcst  Twelfth 
street  and  the  Eleventh  avenue;  it  is  susceptible  of  being 
divided  into  fifty-four  street  lots.  25  by  100,  or  equal  to 
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seventy-six  lots,  25  by  100,  if  the  ground  interior  of  the 
block  is  taken  into  calculation;  the  land  having  only  been 
recently  acquired  by  the  Corporation  by  the  building  of 
the  bulkhead  between  Gansevoort,  and  Twelfth  streets,  lit- 
tle general  knowledge  exists  relative  to  its  extent  and 
value,  and  the  report  and  resolution  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil imparting  no  information. 

It  is  not  described  on  the  maps  of  the  city  on  file  in  the 
Tax  Commissioner's  office — nor  is  it  delineated  with  any 
precision  whatever  in  any  published  map;  the  greatest 
proportion  of  our  capitalists  and  fellow  citizens,  therefore, 
are  destitute  of  any  knowledge  of  the  actual  dimensions 
and  value  of  the  property,  and  many,  of  its  existence. 

A  due  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  public  treasury  sug- 
gests the  policy  which  should  be  adopted;  instead  of  per- 
mitting this  entire  and  valuable  block  to  be  sold  immedi- 
ately at  private  sale  to  some  person  familiar,  accidentially, 
with  its  worth,  it  should  be  surveyed  and  divided  into  lots, 
and  a  map  prepared  and  distributed,  preparatory  to  its  sale, 
at  auction,  on  the  21st  instant,  when  the  common  lands 
are  to  be  sold,  or  reserved  for  disposal  until  a  future  oc- 
casion; owners  and  trustees  of  private  property  would  un- 
doubtedly pursue  this  course,  if  they  entertained  a  dispo- 
sition to  dispose  of  it  advantageously — and  the  Common 
Council  and  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  being 
merely  public  trustees  of  public  property  would  be  influ- 
enced by  the  said  considerations  of  duty  and  policy. 

The  mode  suggested  of  disposing  of  this  property  is  not 
liable  to  any  objection,  and  would  be  equitable  on  its 
face — affording  to  small  capitalists  an  opportunity  to  pur- 
chase, which  they  are  utterly  denied  if  tlic  resolution  be- 


Doc.  No.  55.)  J462 

fore  you  is  approved  and  the   entire  Idock  sold  to  one  or 
two  applicants. 

The  knowledge  which  I  have  necessarily  acquired  as  one 
of  the  Tax  Commissioners  of  the  extreme,value  of  the  prop- 
erty on  tlie  North  river,  connected  with  water  privileges, 
and  a  desire  that  it  should  realize  to  the  city  treasury  its 
full  value,  has  induced  me  to  make  this  communication, 
and  respectfully  suggest  that  you  Avithhold  from  tlie  reso- 
lution your  approval . 

If,  however,  on  careful  examination,  you  conclude  to 
concur  with  the  report  and  resolution,  conferring  on  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  power  to  sell  the  land, 
may  I  suggest  to  you.  as  chairman  of  that  responsible 
body,  the  obvious  propriety  of  having  the  block  surveyed 
and  divided  into  lots,  and  the  sale  delayed  until  the  pub- 
lic can  examine  the  maps,  and  be  afforded  the  opportunity 
of  fair  and  open  competition. 


GEO.   II.    PURSP]R. 


Tax  Commissioner's  oihce, } 
11th  December,  1852.      ij 


No.  lOo. 

Cittj  and  Count}/  of  jYcw  York,  ss: — AllEN  N.  Leet. 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  85  Jane  street;  I  am  book-keeper  for  Silas  C.  Her- 
ring, and  have  been  during  the  year  1852,  continually  to 
the  present  time.  Mr.  Herring  left  the  city  on  the  23d 
day  of  December,  1852,  and  was  absent  until  the  30th  of 
the  same  montii;  he  left  for  the  jiurj^ose  of  going  to  Medi- 
na, Orleans  county,  and  extended  liis  visit  to  Buflfalo.  as  I 
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was  informed  at  the  time;  had  Mr.  Herring  been  in  the 
city  during  the  above  period  I  should  have  known  it.  I 
hold  a  general  power  from  Mr.  Herring  to  transact  his 
business  during  his  absence,  and  did  transact  business  for 
him  during  that  period,  under  said  power,  believing  him 
to  have  been  absent;  during  this  absence  of  Mr.  Herring, 
Mr.  James  B.  Taylor  called  upon  me,  knowing  I  held 
a  general  power  of  attorney  from  Mr.  Herring,  and  re- 
quested me  to  sign  a  paper,  or  authorize  him  to  sign  one  in 
Mr.  Herring's  behalf,  making  an  offer  for  the  Fort  Ganse- 
voort  property;  I  declined  doing  so,  because  I  did  not 
think  it  came  within  the  intent  of  the  power,  and  was  out 
of  the  ordinary  course  of  Mr.  Herring's  business. 

I  had  heard  Mr.  Herring  say  that  he  would  refuse  to 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  Mr.  Taylor  in  any  landed  mat- 
ters until  previous  matters  between  them  had  been  closed 
up.  This  was  a  short  time  previous  to  Mr.  Herring's 
leaving  on  the  above  visit. 

ALLEN  N.  LBET. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  1st  ( 
day  of  September,  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  106. 

City  and  County  of  Jfeiv  York,  ss: — Silas  C.  Herring, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — Since  my 
former  examination,  I  have  referred  to  memorandums  by 
which  I  can  fix  definitely  the  date  of  my  leaving  the  city 
in  December  last,  and  of  my  return;  by  such  reference  I 
find  I  left  the  city  on  the  23d  December,  1852,  and  returned 
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to  the  city  on  the  oOth  day  of  same  month .  1  am  very  pos- 
itive that  I  had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  James  B.  Taylor, 
in  reference  to  this  matter,  before  I  left  the  city,  except  the 
one  detailed  in  my  former  examination;  1  am  positive  1 
had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Way  on  this  subject,  until  my  return  to  the  city,  and 
after  the  sale  of  the  Gansevoort  property  had  been  or- 
dered by  the  Commissioners.  After  my  return  to  the  city 
in  December  last,  I  met  James  B.  Taylor  and  Alexander 
H  Shultz  in  the  neighborhood  of  Taylor's  store.  Tay- 
lor accosted  me,  and  said  to  me  to  the  eftcct,  "  Are  you 
aware  that  you  came  near  Ijcing  a  purchaser  of  the  Ganse- 
voort property  ?"  I  replied,  "  How  can  that  be,  as  I  was 
not  an  applicant  for  it."  lie  then  said  in  eflect,  "  We 
have  used  your  name,  Ijut  you  Avould  not  have  been  re- 
quired to  take  it  if  it  had  liecn  awarded  to  you.''  He 
then  told  me,  for  the  lirst  time,  that  Simeon  Draper  was 
the  purchaser;  this  was  the  first  time  I  heard  that  Draper 
was  an  applicant  for  it. 

In  the  course  of  this  conversation,  it  being  near  Tay- 
lor's store,  he  invited  me  in  his  store,  and  a  portion  of  it 
was  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Way,  the  clerk  of  Taylor.  The 
above  is  the  substance  of  what  was  said  on  that  occasion. 

.SILAS  C.  HERRING. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  IsL  ) 
day  of  September,  1853.  J 

F.  R.  Tii.i.or.  RfcortUr. 


No.  1(17 


City  and  Covnti/  (>/'  jVeir   Vor/c,  ss: — .losEIMI   R.  TaYLOR, 
V»eiDg  duly  sworn,  depo.^es   and   says  as   follows:  I  was 
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Comptroller  of  the   city  from  1st  January,  1850,  to  1st 
January,  1853. 

I  was  Comptroller  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  of  the  Common  Council  relative  to  the  sale  of 
the  Fort  Gansevoort  property,  and  the  action  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  on  the  same;  there  were  a 
number  of  propositions,  making  offers  for  the  same,  which 
came  to  the  office  in  sealed  envelopes,  which  were  opened 
in  the  presence  of  the  Commissioners;  I  believe  the  minutes 
of  the  Commissioners,  as  kept  by  Mr.  Dikeman,  are  cor- 
rect; it  is  my  impression  that  Alderman  Bard  presented 
the  written  request  of  Mr.  Lovejoy,  that  the  deed  be  made 
to  Mr.  Draper,  and  the  written  consent  of  Mr.  Draper 
that  the  same  might  be  done;  the  deed  was  accordingly 
made  to  Mr.  Draper,  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Com- 
missioners, who  executed  the  mortgage  for  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  paid  me  his  check,  on 
the  Broadway^Bank,  for  forty  thousand  dollars,  which  was 
certified  and^deposited  by  me,  in  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  to 
the  credit  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  mortgage  imme- 
diately placed  on  record  in  the  Register's  office. 

Either  the  same  day,  or  on  the  next  morning,  I  am 
not  confident  which,  Mr.  J.  Prescott  Hall  called  at  my 
office,  and  stated  that  he  had  examined  sufficiently  to 
satisfy  him  that  the  title  to  Mr.  Draper  was  good,  but  that 
he.  Draper,  being  one  of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house 
Department,  it  might  make  some  noise  out  doors;  I  stopped 
his  further  conversation  on  this  subject,  and  referred  him 
to  Mr.  Davies,  he  being  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation, 
and  said  that  I  always  followed  his  instructions  in  my 
official  business;  the  morning   after  that  interview,  Mr. 
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Davies  and  Mr.  Varuuin  came  into  the  oflice  with  a  new 
deed  of  the  same  property,  executed  by  the  Mayor,  made 
to  Mr.  Varnuni:  a  new  bond  and  mortgage,  executed  by 
Mr.  Varnuni,  and  a  satisfaction  ])iece  of  Draper's  mort- 
gage, also  executed  by  the  Mayor. 

The  mortgage  of  Mr.  Varnuni  was  immediately  placed 
on  record,  and  the  deed  was  engrossed  in  the  book  in  the 
Comptroller's  ofiice;  the  papers  were  delivered,  and  the 
transaction  was  arranged  undor  tlie  advice  of  Mr.  Davies. 
1  have  no  knowledge  that  the  other  Commissioners,  except 
the  Mayor,  had  any  knowledge  of  any  thing  connected 
with  this  transaction,  after  the  sale  of  the  property  to  Mr. 
Lovcjoy;  I  remember  there  were  offers  made  for  this  pro- 
perty by  Mr.  Herring,  Mr.  Lovejoy,  Mr.  Hodges,  Mr. 
Draper,  and  Mr.  James  B.  Taylor,  and  there  may  have 
been  others;  I  was  under  the  belief  that  all  the  offers  made 
were  made  by  the  parties  in  good  faith,  and  have  no  know- 
ledge to  the  contrary;  I  considered  the  price  fixed  by  tlic 
Commissioners,  viz:  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars, the  fair  price  for  the  property. 

I  suggested  to  the  Commissioners,  in  selling  the  proper- 
ty, that  the  title  should  be  in  the  form  of  a  grant,  with  all 
the  covenants  usually  put  in  grants,  viz:  the  making  of  all 
streets,  and  forever  keeping  them  in  order:  also,  a  cove- 
nant that  the  Corporation  should  have  the  privilege  of 
dumping  coal  ashes  and  street  rubbish  from  certain  wards, 
mentioned  in  said  covenant,  until  the  land  under  water  was 
entirely  filled  in. 

In  relation  to  the  ajjplication  and  lease  of  the  Catharine 
street  ferry  lo  Cockcroft  S:  Taylor,  I  had  no  interest,  di- 
reetlv  or  indireetlv.  in  it.  and  have  not  now. 
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The  Ferry  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  always 
met  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council; 
after  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  in  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  granting  the  lease  to  Cockcroft  & 
Taylor,  a  resolution  was  adopted  that  the  Counsel  prepare 
the  lease,  and  submit  it  to  the  Common  Council  for  their 
approval,  which  was  so  approved  before  execution. 

I  never  saw  the  lease,  and  had  no  knowledge  of  its  con- 
tents, until  it  was  brought  to  my  office,  where  the  counter- 
part was  engrossed,  and  duly  executed. 

After  the  resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  appointing 
a  Joint  Committee  to  make  arrangements  for  the  reception 
of  the  body  of  Henry  Clay,  a  portion  of  the  Committee 
called  on  me,  of  whom  Alderman  Cornell  was  one,  I  don't 
recollect  the  others,  and  stated  that  a  portion  of  their 
Committee  had  gone  to  Philadelphia  to  accompany  the  re- 
mains to  this  city,  from  whom  they  had  received  a  tele- 
graphic despatch  stating  that  they  were  accompanied  by 
delegations  from  Washington,  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia, 
and  that  they  would  require  some  money  for  the  use  of  the 
Committee. 

I  declined  to  draw  any  money  from  the  treasury  without 
proper  vouchers,  but  agreed  to  advance  them,  from  my 
own  funds,  such  amounts  as  they  might  require,  until  the 
Committee  met  and  certified  their  bills,  and  did  so  ad- 
vance them,  at  different  times,  about  three  thousand  dol- 
lars; afterwards  the  Committee  brought  in  various  bills 
for  payment,  certified  by  a  majority  of  them  as  correct; 
among  them  was  a  bill  to  George  T.  Rodman,  for  steam- 
boat Santa  Claus,  for  one  thousand  and  ninety  dollars. 
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A  bill  to  Van  Velsor  &  Case,  for  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 

A  bill  to  Isaac  Edwards,  for  two  hundred  and  twenty 
five  dollars. 

A  bill  of  Charles  J.  Dougherty,  for  six  hundred  and 
fifty  three  dollars;  and  another,  of  the  American  Hotel, 
for  thirteen  dollar.^. 

These  bills  were  brought  by  the  Committee,  receipted, 
and  stated  by  them  as  having  been  paid  out  of  the  funds 
advanced  by  me,  and  were  handed  to  me  to  repay  myself; 
warrants  were  accordingly  drawn,  payable  to  the  respec- 
tive parties,  per  J.  R.  Taylor,  and  endorsed  by  me  as  such, 
and  deposited  in  my  bank,  to  my  credit. 

The  five  warrants  are  numbered  as  follows,  viz:  3182, 
3183,  3184,  3185  and  3180. 

The  bills  afterwards  presented  and  certified  to,  1  de- 
clined paying  until  the  Committee  made  a  report,  with 
their  bills  attached,  and  they  were  approved  by  the  Com- 
mon Council,  which  was  done,  and  they  were  paid  in  No- 
vember; among  those  bills  subsequently  paid,  there  was 
one  to  Child  A:  WemmcU,  A.  J.  Drummond  and  D.  D.  How- 
ard; all  these  bills  were  paid  by  me  in  good  faith,  and 
upon  the  belief  that  they  were  correct,  l)eing  certified  by 
the  Committee. 

Previous  to  the  purciuise  of  the  two  lots  corner  of  First 
avenue  and  Fifth  street,  from  Mr.  Flias  Dc  Forest,  for  a 
Station-house,  A'c,  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Com- 
mon Council,  authorizing  their  jmrchnso,  by  the  Comp- 
troller, at  a  ])rice  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars;  it 
was  soon  afterwards  cfnnmunicated  to  me.  but  by  whom  I 
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don't  remember,  that  these  lots  were  for  sale,  and  that  the 
price  was  ten  thousand  dollars;  before  acting  in  the  matter 
I  consulted  with  Assistant  Alderman  Trotter  as  to  locality 
and  price,  he  being  from  the  ward  where  the  lots  were; 
Alderman  Trotter  had  another  location  in  view,  which  he 
afterwards  yielded,  and  consented  to  this  purchase;  I  in 
fact  acted  under  his  advice;  the  purchase  was  consummat- 
ed, and  the  warrant  delivered  to  Mr.  De  Forest.  I  have 
no  recollection  of  hearing  that  Isaac  Edwards  had  any 
thing  to  do  with  the  transaction,  and  I  had  no  knowledge 
or  suspicion  that  any  one  but  Mr.  De  Forest  was  to  re- 
ceive any  portion  of  the  purchase  money,  or  ever  did  re- 
ceive any;  my  agreement  to  take  the  lots  from  Mr.  De  Forest 
at  the  price,  was  communicated  to  him  by  Alderman  Cor- 
nell, at  my  request. 

JOS.  R.  TAYLOR. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  17th  ( 
day  of  November,  1853.  ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  108. 

City  and  County  of  Kew  York,  ss: — Henry  E.  Davibb, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  am  a 
Counsellor  at  law,  and  was  Counsel  for  the  Corporation, 
from  May  30,  1849  to  January  3,  1853;  I  never  knew  of 
the  sale  of  the  Fort  Gausevoort  property  until  the  even- 
ing of  Monday,  the  27th  of  December,  1852,  about  nine 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  Mr.  Malone,  a  clerk  in  my 
office,  brought  to  me,  at  my  library  in  my  house  in  Clinton 
place,  a  grant  from  the  Corporation  to  Mr.  Simeon  Draper 
for  that  property,  for  my  approval,  and  which  he  stated 
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to  mc  he  had  prepared  by  direction  of  the  Finance  Depart- 
ment in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Commissioners 
the  Sinking  Fund,  a  copy  of  which,  certified  by  the  Clerk 
of  the  Commissioners,  he  had,  and  exhibited  to  nic.  I 
made  this  remark  to  Mr.  Malone:  ""Well,  they  have  sold 
it  after  all,  and  I  regret  it,"  or  something  to  that  eflcct;  I 
had  never  conversed  with  any  one  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  unlil  after  this  sale  had  been  made, 
in  reference  to  it. 

I  examined,  with  Mr.  Malone,  carefully,  the  resolution 
of  the  Commissioners  and  the  grant,  to  see  that  it  was  in 
conformity  with  the  resolution  and  the  usual  form  adopted 
in  such  cases.  Mr.  Malone  had  with  him,  I  think,  a  writ- 
ten re(iuest  from  Mr.  Reuben  Lovejoy,  addressed  to  the 
Comptroller  or  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
requesting  the  conveyance  to  be  made  to  ^Ir.  Simeon 
Draper,  instead  of  to  himself,  the  person  named  in  the 
resolution  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund. 
Such  changes,  at  the  request  of  the  purchaser,  were 
frequently  made  wliile  I  Avas  Counsel,  by  the  direction  of 
the  Comptroller,  and  it  never  occurred  to  me  that  there 
was  any  legal  objection  to  such  change  when  made  by 
consent  of  the  parties.  Mr.  Malone  had  also  with  him, 
prepared  for  my  approval,  a  bond  and  mortgage  to  be 
executed  by  Mr.  Drajicr  to  the  Corporation  to  secure  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  being 
part  of  the  purchase  money  of  said  premises.  The  balance  of 
the  purchase  money  being  to  be  paid  in  cash.  After  exam- 
ining these  papers,  and  finding  them  to  be  correct  in  their 
legal  form,  1  endorsed  my  apjiroval  thereof  on  the  grant, 
and  on  the  bond  and  mortgage,  and  returned  them  to  Mr. 
Malone,  and   I  afterwards  understood  that  he  took  them 
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or  sent  them  to  the  Comptroller's  office  the  next  morning. 
I  have  never  seen  the  papers  since,  except  the  grant  to  Mr. 
Draper,  which  was  bronght  to  my  office  on  the  afternoon 
of  Wednesday,  the  29th   December   last.     I  have  under- 
stood that  the  papers  were  executed  and  interchanged  at 
the  Comptroller's  office,  on  Tuesday,  the  28th  December 
last,  and  the  cash  payment  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  part 
of  the  purchase  money,  made  by  Mr.  Draper,     I  would 
state  here,  that  the  ordinances  require  copies  or  counter- 
parts of  all  conveyances  made  by  the  Corporation,  to  be 
kept  of  record  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  and  the  practice 
of  my  office  always  was,  after  papers  were  prepared,  to 
send  them  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  for  interchange  and 
delivery.     The  next  time  the  subject  was  brought  to  my 
attention,  was  by  the  Hon.  J.  Prescott  Hall,  who  called 
at  my  office,  on  the  afternoon  of  Wednesday,  the  29th  De- 
cember last,  and  stated  to  me  that  a  doubt  had  been  sug- 
gested whether  Mr.  Draper  was  legally  competent  to  take 
that  grant  or  conveyance,  he  being  one  of  the  Governors  of 
the  Alms-house  Department,  and  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Governors.  I  mentioned  to  Mr.  Hall,  that  this  had  never 
occurred  to  me  at  the  time  the  grant  was  presented  to  me 
for  my  approval,  as  it  has  been  my  invariable  practice  never 
to  approve  of  conveyances  from  the  Corporation  to  any 
of  its  officers,  and  that  if  Mr.  Draper  could  be  regard- 
ed as  a  Corporation  officer,  or  Head  of  Department,  I  cer- 
tainly should  not  have  approved  of  the  conveyance  to  him. 

Mr.  Hall  mentioned  to  me,  that  he  either  had  come  to 
me  by  direction  of  the  Comptroller,  or  else  I  suggested  to 
him  to  see  the  Comptroller  on  the  subject.  In  this  inter- 
view, Mr.  Hall  suggested  or  stated,  that  Mr.  Varnum  was 
jointly  interested  with  Mr.   Draper  in  the  purchase,  and 
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askod  mc  if  the  couveyance  could  not  be  made  to  hiiu.  i 
told  hirp  I  knew  of  no  legal  objection  to  its  being  done, 
provided  it  was  done  with  the  consent  of  all  the  parties, 
and  with  the  approbation  of  the  Comptroller.  I  citlier 
requested  liim  to  sec  the  'Comptroller  on  the  subject,  or 
else  he  mentioned  that  he  had  seen  the  Comptroller  who 
had  said,  whatever  I  advised  could  be  done,  should  be 
done  with  reference  to  the  change.  My  impression  is,  that 
1  advised  him  to  sec  the  Comptroller,  and  that  he  went 
out,  and  returned  and  said  tliat  the  Comptroller  had  no 
objections  to  the  grant  being  made  to  Mr.  A'arnum,  in- 
stead of  Mr.  Draper,  and  that  Mr.  A'"arnum's  bond  and 
mortgage  should  be  taken  instead  of  Mr.  Draper's.  Mr. 
Hall  when  he  returned  the  second  time,  as  I  think, 
brought  with  him  the  grant  to  Mr.  Draper,  and  requested 
me  to  prepare  a  similar  grant  to  Mr.  Varuum,  and  a  bond 
and  mortgage  to  be  executed  by  Mr.  Varnum  to  secure 
the  same  amount  as  Mr.  Draper's  bond  and  mortgage. 

I  stated  to  Mr.  Hall  that  as  there  was  a  doubt  as  to 
whether  Mr.  Draper  was  not  competent  to  take  the  grant 
(and  we  examined  tlic  charter,  and  the  act  creating  the 
Governors  of  the  Alms-house,  and  we  both  thought  there 
was  great  doubt  on  the  subject.)  it  would  be  necessary 
that  he  and  his  wife  should  execute  a  deed  of  release  and 
quit  claim  to  Mr,  Varnum  of  the  same  premises,  so  that 
Mr.  Varnum's  bond  and  mortgage  should  be  a  complete 
and  perfect  security.  The  Comptroller  was  in  my  ofiBce 
that  evening,  whilst  this  grant  to  Mr.  ^'ar^unl  was  l)eing 
prepared,  and  we  had  soino  conversation  on  the  subject 
and  in  reference  to  Mr.  Hail's  visit  to  nic  tliat  day,  and 
this  was  the  first  conversation  I  ever  had  with  him  in  re- 
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fereuce  to  the  sale  of  this  property.  He  either  then,  or 
the  next  morning,  requested  me  to  prepare  a  satisfaction 
piece  of  Mr.  Draper's  bond  and  mortgage,  which  I  accord- 
infflv  did,  as  it  "was  understood  that  Mr.  Varnum's  bond 
and  mortgage  was  to  be  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Draper's. 
The  grant  to  Mr.  Varnura  was  accordingly  prepared  in  all 
respects  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Draper,  excepting  only  the 
change  of  the  name  of  the  grantee,  and  a  bond  and  mort- 
gage from  Mr.  Yarnum  to  the  Corporation,  to  secure  the 
same  amount  as  that  of  Mr.  Draper's,  and  a  release  and 
quit-claim  deed  from  Mr.  Draper  and  his  wife,  to  Mr. 
Yarnum  for  the  same  premises. 

I  think  the  grant  as  prepared  to  Mr.  Yarnum,  was  sent 
that  evening  to  the  Comptroller's  office  for  the  purpose  of 
being  recorded  in  ihe  Comptroller's  books.  The  bond 
and  mortgage  of  Mr.  Yarnum  and  the  satisfaction  piece 
of  Mr.  Draper's  mortgage  was  sent  to  the  Comptroller's 
office,  on  Thursday  morning,  the  30th  of  December  last, 
for  execution,  interchange  and  delivery.  I  was  sent  for 
to  go  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  on  Thursday  morning, 
the  30tli  December  last,  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock, 
as  I  understood,  to  be  present  at  the  execution  and  de- 
livery of  these  papers,  and  to  see  that  they  were  all  right. 
I  went  to  the  Comptroller's  office  and  found  there,  Mr, 
Yarnum;  Mr.  J.  Prescott  Hall  and  some  other  gentlemen 
were  present  in  the  office,  but  I  do  not  now  remember 
Avhether  they  had  any  connection  with  this  subject.  The 
countcr})art  of  the  grant  to  Mr.  Yarnum,  hadljeen  recorded 
in  the  Comptroller's  books,  and  I  think,  when  I  went  in,  he, 
Mr.  Yarnum  and  Mr.  Prescott  Hall,  were  examining  it 
with  the  original  grant,  executed  by  the  Mayor.  Mr. 
20 
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Varimtn  then  executed  this  counterpart,  and  his  bond  and 
mortgage, 

Mr.  Hall  then,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Draper,  delivered  to  Mr. 
Varnum  the  release  and  quit-claim  of  Mr.  Draper  and  his 
wife,  which  had  been  executed  by  them. 

A  written  request  was  shown  to  me,  at  the  Comptroller's 
office,  from  Mr.  Reuben  Lovcjoy,  requesting  that  the  grant 
should  be  made  to  Mr.  Varnum.  I  do  not  know  Mr. 
Lovejoy,  and  do  not  think  I  have  ever  seen  him.  I  think 
then  Mr.  Hall  handed  to  the  Comptroller,  or  to  his  clerk, 
Mr  Lawrence,  the  grant  which  had  been  executed  to  Mr. 
Draper:  I  then  remarked  to  the  Comptroller  or  to  Mr. 
Lawrence,  that  there  should  be  an  entry  on  the  margin  of 
the  counterpart  of  that  grant,  executed  to  Mr.  Draper,  in 
the  Comptroller's  books,  that  it  had  been  cancelled  l»y  the 
substitution  of  the  grant  to  Mr.  Varnum;  1  remarked  to 
the  Comptroller  that  he  should  see  that  the  release  from 
Mr.  Draper  and  wife  to  Mr.  Varnum  should  be  jnit  on 
record  before  he  recorded  the  mortgage  from  Mr.  Varnum 
to  the  Corporation;  Mr.  Varnum  remarked  that  he  would  go 
immediately  down  to  the  Register's  office  and  put  on  record 
the  grant  to  him,and  the  deed  from  Mr.  Drajicr  and  wife  to 
him;  I  immediately  left  the  Comptroller's  office,  and  have 
since  understood  that  the  grant  to  Mr.  Varnum,  and  the  deed 
from  Mr.  Drai)er  and  wife  to  him,  were  recorded  on  that 
day.  and  that  the  Comptroller  also  caused  to  be  recorded 
on  that  day  Mr.  Varnum's  mortgage  to  the  Corporation; 
this  is  all  the  connection  I  have  had  with  this  affair;  I  acted 
only  as  to  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  in  preparing  the 
necessary  papers  to  complete  a  sale  which  had  been  made 
by  a  body,  as  I  supposed .  authorized  to  act  in  the  ])reiiiiscs 
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without  any  agency  or  knowledge  of  mine,  and  to  see  that 
the  Corporation  were  legally  secured  in  that  portion  of 
the  purchase  money  not  paid  in  cash;  I  had  no  interest 
whatever,  remotely  or  contingently,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  the  sale,  or  any  advantages  growing  out  of  it;  I  never 
received  any  compensation  in  any  way  or  shape,  for  any 
thing  I  did  in  reference  to  it. 

The  consent  or  request  of  Mr.  Lovejoy,  to  make  the 
grant  to  Mr.  Draper,  and  the  subsequent  request  to  make 
it  to  Mr.  Yarnum,  were  in  the  form  of  a  letter,  and  were 
not  acknowledged  or  proved.  It  was  brought  to  me  with 
the  verbal  directions  from  the  Comptroller,  or  from  his 
office,  to  make  the  grant  to  Mr.  Draper  accordingly.  I 
have  no  knowledge  of  Mr.  Lovejoy's  hand-writing.  It 
had  been  the  practice  in  a  great  many  other  instances  to 
make  grants  and  conveyances  to  persons  other  than  the 
original  purchasers,  on  like  memorandums  or  directions. 
No  resolution  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
was  shown  to  me.  authorizing  this  deviation  from  the 
original  resolution  of  sale.  I  was  not  aware  there  was  no 
such  resolution.  It  never  occurred  to  me  to  inquire 
whether  the  Comptroller  had  any  resolution  authorizing 
this  change,  and  it  never  occurred  to  me  in  other  cases. 
The  Comptroller  never  explained  to  me  that  there  was  no 
resolution  in  this  case.  1  was  in  the  habit  of  taking  his 
directions  in  such  cases,  and  prepared  the  papers  accord- 
ingly. No  authority  was  explained  to  me  for  the  satisfac- 
tion piece  [  prepared,  but  I  supposed  it  was  by  authority^ 
and  it  was  proper  to  do  so,  as  Mr.  Varnum's  bond  and 
mortgage  was  to  be  received  as  a  substitute.  I  was  not 
one  of  the  members  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  never  attended  their  meetings  unless  called  in 
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to  advise  upon  some  legal  questions.  1  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  biddings  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  at  the  time  these  papers  were  prepared,  or  the  per- 
sons bidding,  except  what  I  have  herein  stated,  or  the 
circumstaucL's  under  which  these  biddings  were  prepared 
or  proposed. 

No  grant  was  ever  prepared  in  my  office,  to  a  Mr.  Dur- 
fee.  A  grant  was  jircpared  and  ai)i)roved  of  by  me.  to  a 
Mr.  John  W.  Schmidt.  .Ir.,  which  I  since  understand 
was  changed  to  a  Mr.  Durfee,  after  the  papers  left  my 
office.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  such  change,  or  any  part  or 
lot  in  it,  and  never  knew  of  such  change  until  the  circum- 
stance was  mentioned  in  the  public  prints. 

In  reference  to  all  the  grants  1  i)repared,  tliey  were  pre- 
pared in  accordance  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  directions  from  the 
Comptroller's  office.  Where  any  changes  were  made,  so 
far  as  they  were  made  by  me,  or  by  my  directions,  they  were 
done  by  the  written  requests  of  the  grantees,  or  l»y  direc- 
tions from  the  Comptroller's  office. 

I  have  looked  at  the  copy  of  the  bill  of  costs  annexed, 
and  marked  "  Exhibit  A."  This  is  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  and  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  laws 
applicable  to  such  cases.  In  that  case  I  was  ai)pointcd  by 
the  Commissioners  as  their  attorney  and  counsel,  and 
rendered  the  services  therein  charged.  In  all  other  cases 
of  opening  streets,  I  was  appointed  by  the  Commissioners 
as  their  attorney  and  counsel,  and  the  rospcctivo  bills  were 
made  up  upon  the  same  i)rinclplos  and  the  like  authority. 
Those  a])pointment8  were  generally  in  writing,  communi- 
cated by  a  resolution  of  the  Commissioners.  I  think  in  all 
cases  the  appointment  a])]V'ars  on  the  minutes  of  the  Com- 
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missioners.  It  is  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  or  not  they 
have  the  power  to  appoint  counsel  other  than  the  Counsel 
of  the  Corporation.  It  is  customary  to  employ  the  Coun- 
sel to  the  Corporation,  although  I  believe  there  are  instan- 
ces to  the  contrary.  It  is  in  my  judgment  necessary  that 
the  Counsel  for  the  Corporation  should  appear.  All  the 
bills  in  street  cases  have  been  made  up  and  taxed,  and  the 
amounts  received  by  me,  from  the  Commissioners,  under 
the  full  and  bona  fide  conviction  that  I  was  legally  enti- 
tled to  them  for  the  services  rendered,  independent  of  my 
salary  as  Counsel  to  the  Corporation;  and  I  have  been  so 
advised  by  counsel;  and  have  been  informed  such  have 
been  the  decisions  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
It  was  so  decided  by  the  General  Term  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  matter  of  Canal  and  Walker  streets,  and  by 
several  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  confirmation 
of  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners,  in  which  similar  costs 
and  counsel  fees  were  included. 

These  charges  and  expenses  are  paid  by  the  owners  of 
the  property  for  whose  benefit  the  proceedings  arc  carried 
through. 

The  services  charged  in  all  my  Ijills  were  actually  ren- 
dered. These  bills  were  all  taxed  by  the  proper  officers, 
after  having  been  deposited  fourteen  days  in  the  Street 
Commissioner's  office,  and  notice  given  of  such  taxation 
for  fourteen  days  by  publication  in  four  newspapers,  and 
l)y  posting  such  notices  on  the  line  of  improvement. 

In  relation  to  the  Jersey  Fire  Cases,  against  Cornelius 
W.  Lawrence,  the  late  mayor,  a  fee  of  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars, was  paid  to  me  by  the  Comptroller,  for  services  in 
those  cases,  under  two  several  resolutions  of  the  Common 


Doc.  No.  55.)  1478 

Council,  one  of  which  directed  these  suits  to  be  defended 
at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation,  and  directing  the 
Counsel  to  take  all  necessary  measures  to  defend  them  : 
the  other  was  a  resolution,  directing  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee to  audit  all  bills,  c^rowing  out  of  the  fire  suits,  and 
the  authority  which  tiie  Comptroller  had  under  the  charter 
of  1849.  to  pay  all  claims  against  the  Corporation.  That 
fee  was  for  all  my  services  connected  with  these  suits. 
There  were  two  classes  of  cases.  One  only  of  the  suits 
was  tried  before  a  jury.  Fourteen  of  the  cases  were  car- 
ried up  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  on  all  which  together, 
only  one  argument  was  had.  I  argued  several  cases  and 
several  motions  in  the  cases  at  different  times,  and  went  to 
Trenton  for  that  purpose.  I  devoted  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  effort  to  these  cases,  and  personally  sought  out  the 
witnesses  to  make  good  the  defence,  and  made  personal 
appeals  to  them  to  go  voluntarily  to  New  Jersey,  as  there 
was  no  coercive  power  to  compel  them.  -The  amount  that 
was  received  for  my  services  was  fixed  by  four  eminent 
irentlcmcn  of  the  bar,  viz  :  Chancellor  Williamson,  of  New 
Jersey,  Mr.  Cutting,  Mr.  Edward  Saudford,  and  Mr.  James 
T.  Brady,  of  this  city.  Two  of  the  gentlemen  named, 
thought  I  ought  to  have  received  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  other  two  thought  I  ought  not  to  receive  less  than 
ten  thousand  dollars,  ^[r.  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence  thought 
the  amount  was  less  than  1  was  entitled  to,  and  very  rea- 
sonable for  the  service.  The  ordinance  of  the  Corpora- 
tion, passed  in  1X40,  organizing  the  Law  Department,  pro- 
vides that  the  salary  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation, 
shall  l>e  in  full  for  services  rendered  by  him  for  matters 
therein  referred  to  in  the  courts  of  this  slate.  1  consulted 
a  gentleman,  who  I  deemed  to  be  most  competent  to  advise 
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me  in  reference  to  my  right  to  receive  this  compensation, 
and  who  stated  to  me,  that  in  his  opinion,  there  was  no 
doubt  upon  the  subject.  Chancellor  Williamson  was  em- 
ployed as  the  counsel  and  attorney  of  record,  in  New  Jer- 
sey, to  defend  these  suits.  Under  the  advice  I  received, 
and  in  my  own  judgment,  I  considered  myself  entitled  le- 
gally and  justly  to  be  compensated  for  my  services  in  these 
suits,  independently  of  the  salary  I  received  as  Counsel  to 
the  Corporation. 

L believe  the  bill  for  this  fee  was  audited  by  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  and  paid  to  me  by  the  Comptroller.  I 
do  not  call  to  mind  any  specific  resolution  other  than  those 
mentioned,  authorizing  the  payment  of  this  bill. 

The  annexed  printed  statement,  published  by  me  under 
17  date  of  February  28,  1<S53,  in  reference  to  the  Fort 
;5  GansevoorS  property,  I  believe  to  be  correct,  and  was 
■^  published  by  me  to  inform  the  public  of  my  connection 
with  that  transaction.  The  facts  therein  stated  I  believe 
to  be  substantially  true . 

Mr.  Willard  was  employed  by  me  as  one  of  the  clerks 
in  my  office  to  aid  in  preparing,  trying  and  arguing  cases 
here,  and  received  from  me,  out  of  moneys  appropriated  as 
clerk  hire  in  my  department,  seven  hundred  dollars  per 
annum  for  those  services.  On  several  occasions  I  request- 
ed him  to  attend  the  Court  of  Appeals,  or  courts  out  of  the 
city,  and  on  such  occasions  when  he  tried  or  argued  a  case, 
he  received  a  small  counsel  fee .  The  total  of  which,  dur- 
ing my  term  of  office,  I  should  not  think  exceeded  five  or 
six  hundred  dollars . 

It  has  been,  and  is,  as  I  now  believe,  the  practice  for  the 
Counsel  of  the  Corporation,  where  papers  are  prepared  at 
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the  request  and  for  the  Vicneiit  of  parties  other  than  the 
Corporation,  to  charge  tlie  usual  fees  for  drawing  papers. 
I  think  it  was  on  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1852,  that  Mr.  Purdy  and  another  gentleman 
called  on  me  with  a  resolution,  authorizing  the  grant  to 
the  Third  Avenue  Railroad  Company,  and  asked  mc  if  I 
would  prepare  the  grant.  1  told  them  I  could  not,  as  I 
had  as  much  as  1  could  do  before  my  term  of  office  expired. 
They  urged  the  matter  very  earnestly .  I  told  them  that 
if  I  could  get  it  ready  for  execution  the  next  day,  which 
they  wished  to  have  done,  it  would  be  necessary  for  one 
of  my  clerks  to  be  engaged  all  night  to  engross  the  draft 
and  counterpart,  besides  taking  my  time,  late  that  night  to 
prepare  the  draft.  They  said  they  would  very  cheerfully 
compensate  me  for  doing  it,  and  pay  my  clerk  for  iiis 
trouble.  I  told  Mr.  Purdy  to  oblige  him  I  would  endea- 
vor to  get  it  ready,  and  come  down  the  next  day,  which 
was  New  Year's  day,  to  examine  tlic  |»apers  and  have 
them  ready  for  execution. 

I  accordingly  remained  at  my  office  very  late  tiiat  night, 
and  prepared  my  draft,  and  gave  it  to  a  clerk  who  was  in 
my  office,  and  was  paid  out  of  my  private  funds,  with  a 
request  that  he  would  engross  the  grant  and  a  counterpart, 
and  have  them  ready  for  execution  the  next  day.  I  came 
down  to  the  office  on  New  Year's  day,  as  requested  by  Mr. 
Purdy,  and  found  that  my  clerk  had  just  finished  the 
papers,  having  been  writing  all  night;  I  examined  the 
grant  and  counterpart,  and  sent  the  grant  over  to  the 
Mayor's  office  for  execution  by  him,  and  then  sent  tlie 
grant  and  counterpart  to  the  Comptroller's  office,  where 
the  grantees  went,  as  I  believe,  and  executed  the  counter- 
part.     Mr.  Purdy  asked  me  what  the  charge  was;   I  told 
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him  he  might  make  it  what  he  pleased,  as  I  told  my  clerk 
I  intended  to  give  him  twenty-five  dollars  for  staying  and 
engrossing  the  papers;  he  sat  down  and  drew  a  check  for 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  and  handed  it  to  me; 
I  told  him  it  was  more  than  I  was  entitled  to. 

He  said  no;  I  had  come  down  on  New  Year's  day,  and 
had  taken  a  good  deal  of  trouble. 

Wherever,  by  the  terms  of  the  sale  by  the  Corporation, 
the  lessee  or  grantee  was  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  papers, 
the  Counsel  received  the  usual  fee  for  preparing  them;  in 
cases  were  mortgages  were  given  to  the  Corporation,  the 
mortgagor  paid  for  the  bond  and  mortgage. 

These  fees  were  received  by  the  Counsel  as  part  of  the 
emoluments  of  his  ofl&ce  independent  of  his  salary.  The 
above  arc  the  only  sources  of  emolument  to  the  Counsel 
independent  of  his  salary,  except  costs  in  suits  where  he 
prevails. 

In  such  cases  the  costs  go  also  to  him. 

I  have  never  received  any  thing  from  the  Corporation, 
beyond  my  salary,  except  the  fee  in  the  New  Jersey  Fire 
Suits,  and  some  small  amounts  for  special  services;  the 
costs  in  the  street  cases  being  paid  by  the  property  own- 
ers, except  where  the  proceedings  arc  discontinued  by 
order  of  the  Corporation  or  the  Court. 

I  wish  to  state,  iu  reference  to  the  street  cases,  that  I 
never  received  any  thing  but  the  attorney's  fees  and  coun- 
sel fees  as  taxed. 

I  wish  to  state  that  all  the  papers  in  reference  to  the 


Doc.  No.  55.)  148-2 

w  fee  in  the  New  Jersey  Fire  Suits,  are  ou  file  in  the  Comp- 
£  troller's  office,  except  a  letter  from  Chancellor  William- 
■2  son  and  a  letter  from  Mr.  Cornelius  W,  Lawrence, — 
copies  of  which  I  annex  to  this  deposition. 

TIEXRY  E.  DAVIES. 

Sworn,  before  mc,  this  '30th  | 
day  of  November.  18.53.     j 

F.  R.  TiLLou,  Recorder. 
"Exhibit  A,''  referred  to  in  the  preceding  deposition. 


Supreme  Court. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application 

of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 

Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York, 

relative  to 

The  opening  and  laying  out  of  a 

public  square,  known  as  Bloomingdale 

square  in  the  Nineteenth  Ward  of  said  city. 


COST.S,  CHARGES  AND  DISBURSEMENTS. 

Retaining  fee -^.S  62J 

Dr.  notice  of  application  for   appointment  of 

commissioners,  fols.  4,  and  copy 3  00 

4  copies  for  4  newspajjcrs,  and  service 3  00 

Copy  to  print  hand-bills  from,  and  service. .  .  75 

Dr.  4  afTts,  pub'n  same  fols,  2  ca.,  cng.  S:  oa.  3  50 

4  copies  not.  to  annex  fols.  4  ea 2  00 

Dr.  afTt  of  posting  do.,  fo's  3  eng.  andjoa. ...  88 

Copy  not.  to  annex 50 
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Dr.  petition  fo's  19  and  copy 7  12| 

Counsel  perusing  and  amending 1  25 

Copy  petition  to  file 2  37^ 

Dr.  rule  fo's  15  and  copy 5  121 

Counsel  perusing  and  amending,  Dr.  cert.  fo.  1, 

and   eng 1  63 

Paid  clerk  entering  rule 1  50 

3  copies  rule  for  comm'rs,  1  for  surveyor   and 

service 6  52 

Dr.  oaths  of  comm'rs.  fo's  8  eng.  and  oaths. ...  3  38 

Counsel  per.  and  amending,  cert,  and  eng. . .  1  63 
Dr.  not.  of  compl'n  of  est.  and  asst.,  fo's  6  and 

copy 2  25 

Copy  for  printer  and  ser.,  -1  copies   for  news- 
papers and  ser 4  75 

Dr.  not.  to  objectors,  fo's  2  and   copy 75 

Counsel  perusing  and  amending 1  25 

4  copies  for  4  newspapers,  1  for  printer  and  ser- 
vice   2  50 

Dr.  report  of  comm's,  fol.  16,674 4,168  50 

Dr.  not.  tax.  costs,  fo's  3  and  copy 1  13 

4  copies  for  4  newspapers  and  service 2  50 

Copy  for  printer  and  service 63 

Dr.  4  aff'ts  publ'n  60  days  not.  eng.  and  oa . . . .  2  50 

4  copies  not.  to  annex 3  00 

Dr.  aff't  of  posting  do.  eng.  and  oath *. .  88 

Copy  not.  to  annex 75 

Copy  of  report  of  Comm'rs   to  file,  fo's  16, 

674  2,084  25 

Dr.  4  affts  publ'n  u(jt.  to  objectors  fo's  2  ea., 

eng.  and  oa 2  00 
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4  copies  not.  to  annex $o  00 

Dr.  aff't  of  posting  do.  fo.  2,  2  cng.  and  oa. .  .  88 

Copy  not.  to  annex 38 

Dr.  4  affts  publ'n  not.  tax'n  costs,  fo's   2   ea. 

eng.  and  oa , 2  00 

4  copies  not.  to  annex 1  50 

Dr.  aff't  of  posting  do.  eng.  and  oatli 88 

Copy  not.  to  annex 38 

Motion  to  confirm  report 3  62^ 

Brief  and  fee  on  motion 3  62| 

(Jounscl  perusing  and  amending 1  25 

Clerk  entering  rule  and  cert'd  copy 50 

1  >r.  costs  and  various  aff'ts,  fo's  15 4  25 

Copy  to  tax  do.  to  file 4  25 

Attendance 1  25 

Service  on  Street  Commissioner 25 

Copy  report  of  Commissioners   to   deposit  in 

Street  Commissioner's  office,  fo's  16,  674. . .  2,084  25 

Total  costs §8,437  70 

COUNSEL    FEES. 

Motion  to  appoint  Commissioners  of  Estimate 

and   Assessment S50  00 

Advising  wi^i  the  Commissioners  as  to  their 
duties,  and  as  to  the  various  legal  fjuestions 
which  arose  from  time  to  time,  during  the 

commission 500  00 

Preparing  to  argue  and  arguing  motion  to  con- 
firm report 500  00 

Total  Counsel  fees xl,()50  00 
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CHARGES    AND    DISBURSEMENTS  OF    COMMISSIONERS   OF   ESTI- 
MATE AND  ASSESSMENT. 

Moses  Maynard,  Jr. — 145  meetings $580  00 

John  A.  Weeks,— 145  meetings 580  00 

Joseph  S.  York,— 145  meetings 580  00 

Clerk  hire  for  2  clerks,  $435  and  $150 585  00 

Room  hire 217  50 

Stationery 62  00 

Carriage  hire 10  50 

Surveyors'  fees 3,162  41 

ADVERTISING,  &C. 

Tribune 1156  86 

Mirror 123  45 

Express 105  80 

Sun 21  00 

Commercial  Advertiser 133  70 

National  Democrat 123  45 

Total $6,441  67 

Printing  notices 36  75 

Posting        "       208  00 

Total  disbursements $6,686  42 

Total  costs. 8,437  70 

Total  Counsel  fees 1,050  00 

^7Tl2 


New  York,  November  2,  1852. 

I  tax  and  allow  the  above  bill,  at  sixteen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars  and  twelve  cents. 

(Signed,) 

GEO.  W.  RIBLET,  Clerk. 
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City  and  County  of  J\'rw  York,  ss: — MOSKS  MayNAUD,  Jr., 
John  A.  Weeks  and  Joseph  S.  York,  of  said  city,  being 
duly  sworn,  say  each  one  for  himself,  that  the  items  charged 
in  the  foregoing  bill  of  costs,  as  the  charges  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  Commissioners  of  Estimate,  and  assessment 
therein,  are  charged  for  services  actually  rendered  to  these 
Commissioners,  in  the  discharge  of  their  legal  duties;  that 
the  same  have  been  actually  expended,  or  incurred  by  these 
deponents,  and  have  been  so  expended  or  incurred  in  good 
faith. 

These  deponents  further  say,  that  in  discharge  of  their 
duties  as  aforesaid,  there  have  actually  been,  and  they 
have  actually  held,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  meetings 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Estimate  and  Assessment,  in  the 
above  entitled  matter,  on  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
different  days. 


(Signed,) 


MOSES  MAYNARD,  Jr., 
JOHN  A.  WEEKS, 
JOSEPH  S.  YORK. 


Sworn  before  mc,  this  13th 
day  of  October,  1852,  as 
to  Maynard  &  Weeks. 


As  to 
me  this 


James  M.  Sweeny,  Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

J.  S.  York,  sworn  bcfoie  ) 
:his  26th  day  of  Oct.  1852.  j 

J.  Mansfield  Davies,  Co77i7nissioiur  of  Deeds. 
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(Endorsed.) 


Supreme  Court. 

In  tlie  matter  of  the  application 

of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 

relative  to 

the  opening  and  laying  out  of  a  public 

square,  known  as  Bloomingdale  square,  &c. 


Copy — Costs. 

Henry  E.  Davies,  Attorney. 

The  undersigned  Commissioners  hereby  certify,  that 
they  have  employed  Mr.  Henry  E.  Davies  as  their  counsel 
in  the  above  entitled  matter,  to  conduct  and  advise  the 
proceedings  therein,  and  that  they  regard  the  sums  charged 
by  him  for  counsel  fees,  as  reasonable  and  proper. 

These  Commissioners  further  certify,  that  in  addition  to 
the  meetings  charged  for,  and  mentioned  in  the  foregoing 
affidavit,  they  will  be  required  to  hold  seventeen  additional 
meetings,  before  their  report  can  be  presented  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  for  confirmation. 

Dated,  New  York,  October  9,  1852. 
(Signed,) 

MOSES  MAYNARD,  Jr.,  ) 

JOHN  A.  WEEKS,  V  Commissioners, 

JOS.  S.  YORK,  ) 

(Endorsed,) 

Supreme  Court. 
In  the  matter  of  the  application 
of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
relative  to  ' 

the  opening  and  laying  out  of  a  public 
square,  known  as  Bloomingdale  square,  <fec., 
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Copy — Bill  of  costs  on  file  in  Street  Department. 
"  Exhibit  A."  Henry  E.  Da  vies,  Attorney. 

"  Exhibit  B./'  referred  to  in  the  preceding  deposition. 
fFort  Gansevoort  property.— Letter  from  Mr.  Davies. 

New  York,  Monday,  Feb.  28, 1858. 

Henry  Erben.  Esq.. 

Dear  Sir: — In  the  presentment  made  by  you,  as  fore- 
man of  the  late  Grand  Inquest,  you  have  fallen  into  an 
error  relative  to  the  grant  to  Mr.  Jos.  B.  Yarnum,  and 
the  cancellation  of  the  previous  grant  to  Mr.  Draper, 
which  would  convey  the  impression  that  I,  as  Counsel  of 
the  Corporation,  had  been  very  unmindful  of  the  interests 
of  the  city,  and  had  advised  the  cancelling  of  the  grant  to 
Mr.  Draper,  a  release  from  him  to  Mr.  Yarnum,  and  a 
grant  to  him,  without  any  mortgage  from  Mr.  Yarnum 
being  taken,  whereby  Mr.  Draper's  mortgage  to  the  Cor- 
poration, to  secure  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars, was  of  no  value,  and  nothing  had  l)ccn  taken  in  its 
place. 

The  facts  connected  with  this  transaction,  as  far  as  1 
was  concerned,  or  have  any  knowledge,  arc  these:  In  the 
latter  pari  of  the  montli  of  December  last,  my  clerk,  Mr. 
Malone.  who  liad  prepared  a  grant  to  Mr.  Draper,  in  ac- 
cordance with  a  resolution  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  and  a  map  sent  to  the  oflice,  made  by  one  of 
the  city  surveyors,  presented  tiie  same  (o  mo  for  my  aj). 
l)roval.  I  examined  the  resolution  and  llio  grant,  and  this 
was  the  first  knowledge  1  had  that  a  sale  had  been  made 
of  the  Fort  Gansevoort  property. 
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"With  the  resolution,  -was  presented  to  mo  a  letter, 
signed  by  Mr.  Reuben  Lovejoy,  the  person  named  in  the  res- 
olution of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  the 
purchaser,  stating,  that  he  wished  the  grant  to  be  made  to 
Mr.  Draper;  and  my  clerk  stated,  that  such  were  the  in- 
structions from  the  Comptroller's  office;  he  also  presented 
me  a  bond  and  mortgage,  to  be  executed  by  Mr.  Draper, 
to  secure  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  part  of  the  purchase  money. 

After  examination,  I  approved  of  these,  as  to  their 
legal  form,  and  all  the  papers  were  sent  to  the  Comptrol- 
ler's office,  as  was,  in  all  cases,  the  practice,  for  exchange 
and  delivery  by  the  Comptroller. 

I  heard  nothing  further  upon  the  subject,  until  the  day 
after,  when  Hon.  J.  Prescott  Hall  called  on  me,  as  the 
counsel  of  Mr-  Draper,  and  stated,  that  a  doubt  had  been 
expressed,  whether  Mr.  Draper  could  legally  take  the  title, 
he  being  one  of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house;  I  stated 
to  Mr.  Hall,  that  if  he  could  be  regarded  as  a  head  of  de- 
partment of  the  Corporation,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
charter,  he  certainly  could  not;  and  that  I  had,  while 
Counsel  to  the  Corporation,  invariably  refused  to  approve 
of  Deeds  to  Corporation  officers,  and  that  it  had  never  oc- 
curred to  me,  that  Mr.  Draper  held  an  office  within  the 
terms  of  the  prohibition;  I  requested  Mr.  Hall,  therefore, 
to  see  the  Comptroller,  and  arrange  the  matter  with  him. 

In  the  after  part  of  that  day,  I  was  requested  by  the 

Comptroller  to  prepare  a  grant,  similar,  in  all  respects,  to 

that  of  Mr.  Draper's,  to  Mr.  Joseph  B.  Yarnum,  and  the 

grant  to  Mr.  Draper  was  sent  to  me  for  that  purpose,  and 

21 
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I  was  informed  that  the  parties  had  arranged  that  Mr. 
Varnum  should  take  the  title,  and  give  his  own  bond  and 
mortgage  in  place  of  Mr.  Draper's,  and  to  secure  the  like 
sum. 

My  clerk  accordingly  drew  the  grant  to  Mr.  Varnum, 
and  a  bond  and  mortgage  for  him  to  execute,  and  I  advised, 
that  before  Mr.  Varnum  executed  the  mortgage,  Mr.  Dra- 
per should  re-lease  any  interest  he  might  have  in  the  prem- 
ises, so  that  Mr.  Varnum's  title  might  be  unquestioned. 

I  accordingly  had  prepared  a  re-lease  and  quit-claim 
deed  from  Mr.  Draper,  and  his  wife  to  Mr.  Varnum,  and 
which  they  executed.  All  the  papers,  as  usual,  were  sent 
to  the  Comptroller's  office  for  exchange  and  delivery. 

At  the  timfi  Mr.  Varnum  attended  at  the  Comptroller's 
office  to  execute  the  counterpart  of  the  grant  and  his  bond 
and  mortgage,  I  was  sent  for  to  go  to  the  Comptroller's  office, 
by  that  officer,  and  did  go,  and  was  present  when  Mr. 
Varnum  executed  the  grant,  and  his  bond  and  mortf^ao-e, 
and  when  Mr.  Draper's  counsel  delivered  to  Mr.  Varnum 
his  release  and  quit-claim. 

Mr.  Lovojoy  had  sent  previously  to  the  Comptroller's 
office  a  written  request  that  the  grant  should  be  made  to 
Mr.  Varnum.  and  it  was  thus  made  with  his  assent  and  Mr. 
Draper's,  and  by  direction  of  the  Comptroller,  the  officer 
charged  with  the  care  of  the  real  estate  of  the  Corpo- 
ration. 

After  the  execution  of  Mr.  Varnum's  Ijond  and  mort- 
gage, and  the  grant  to  him  as  substitutes  for  those  of  Mr. 
Draper,  and  the  grant  to  him,  I  have  no  doubt  I  mentioned 
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to  the  Comptroller  that  the  grant  to  Mr.  Draper  was 
thereby  cancelled,  and  that  it  ought  so  to  be  noted  on  the 
record  of  the  counterpart  in  the  Comptroller's  office. 

The  duty  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  in  the  pre- 
paration of  deeds.  &c.,  is  stated  in  section  419  of  the 
ordinances,  which  is : 

"  §  419.  He  shall  draw  the  leases,  deeds  and  other  pa- 
pers connected  with  the  Finance  Department,  and  all 
contracts  for  any  other  departments  of  the  Corporation, 
when  so  required  by  the  head  of  the  department  J' 

This  is  all  the  knowledge  I  had  of  our  connection  with 
the  sale  of  the  land  under  water  at  Fort  Gansevoort;  I 
had  no  interest  directly  or  indirectly,  remotely  or  contin- 
gently, in  that  or  any  other  sale  made  by  the  Corporation, 
or  in  any  grants,  leases  or  privileges  granted  by  the  Com- 
mon Council,  while  I  held  that  office. 

I  voluntarily  attended  the  Grand  Jury,  and  desired  to 
give  any  information  I  possessed  upon  this  or  any  other 
matter  connected  with  the  public  affairs  during  the  time  I 
held  office.  Did  you  not  inform  me  that  the  Grand  Jury 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  examine  me  at  that  time,  but 
that  they  would  do  so,  if  any  subject  came  under  their 
cognizance,  in  relation  to  which  they  might  suppose  I  had 
any  knowledge  ? 

I  regret  that  I  had  not  been  examined,  as  I  could  have 
stated  that  Mr.  Varnum  did  execute  his  mortgage  to  secure 
to  the  city  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  and  that  I  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  found  on 
record. 
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It  was  the  practice  and  the  duty  of  the  Comptroller  to 
place  in  the  Rcjrister's  office  all  mortgages  to  the  Corpo- 
ration for  record;  and  I  do  not  believe  but  that  he  put 
there  this  mortgage  of  Mr.  A''arnum. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

HENRY  E.  DAYIES. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  note,  I  have  called  at 
the  Register's  office,  and  I  find  that  the  mortgage  of  Mr. 
Vari)>im  to  the  Corporation  was  recorded  December  30, 
1852,  as  appears  by  the  subjoined  certificate.* 

Register's  Office,  Feb.  28, 1853. 

I  do  certify  that  there  was  recorded  in  this  office,  on  the 
30th  December,  a  mortgage  from  Joseph  B.  Varnum,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
monalty of  said  city,  dated  December  27, 1852,  to  secure 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  and 
interest,  and  tliat  the  same  now  remains  on  record. 
(Signed,) 

HENRY  D.  JOHNSON, 

Deputy  Register. 

"  Exhibit  C,"  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition. 

(Letter  from  Chancellor  Williamson.) 

Trenton,  Thursday,  Nov.  4,  1852. 

My  Dear  Sir: — Your  letter  is  strictly  correct  as  to 
details,  in  reference  to  tiic  particular  proceedings  in  the 
New  York  fire  causes,  in  which  you  were  engaged.  It 
fulls  very  far  short  of  conveying  any  adequate  impression 
of  the  importance  of  the  ijrofessional  services  performed 
by  you,  or  of  the  value  of  those  services. 
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Your  opportune  appearance  iu  them  as  Counsel  of 
the  Corporation  of  New  York;  the  zeal,  industry,  perse-, 
verance  and  ability,  with  which  you  have  followed  them 
up,  at  any  sacrifice  which  their  attention,  from  time  to 
time,  demanded,  and  the  success  which  has  crowned  your 
efforts,  have  been  of  a  value  to  your  clients  which  cannot 
be  at  all  appreciated  from  any  mere  statement  of  the  ac- 
tual services  you  have  performed. 

I  feel,  from  my  connection  with  the  causes,  that  I  am 
the  only  one  competent  to  put  an  estimate  on  your  services. 
I  have  thought  of  the  matter  since  I  saw  you.  I  think  the 
sum  you  mentioned  too  small.  A  fee  of  at  least  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  you  richly  deserve,  and  I  am  sure  jciur 
clients  will  willingly  pay. 

Most  truly,  yours, 

(Signed,)  B.  WILLIAMSON. 

H.  E.  Davies,  Esq. 

(Letter  from  Cornelius  W.  Lawrence.) 

New  York,  Thursday,  March  3, 1853. 
My  Dear  Sir: — I  received,  yesterday,  your  favor  of  the 
1st  instant,  advising  me  that  a  final  judgment  had  been 
perfected  in  my  favor,  on  the  whole  of  the  fire  suits,  com- 
menced and  carried  on  against  me  during  the  last  six 
years. 

Immediately  after  you  were  appointed  as  Counsel  of  the 
Corporation,  I  called  on  you  to  inquire  about  the  progress 
of  the  suits,  and  stated  to  you  that  I  felt  very  uneasy  with 
regard  to  them — the  amount  claimed  being  very  large; 
that  a  judgment  against  me  would  destroy  my  credit,  and 
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be  an  incumbrance  on  my  property;  indeed,  that  I  was 
entitled  to,  and  expected  a  judgment  in  my  favor.  I 
stated  that  the  cases  would  require  very  careful  and  strict 
attention,  and  that  the  expenses,  I  trusted,  would  be  freely 
paid  by  the  Corporation. 

I  may  have  had  forty  conferences  with  you  (of  course 
you  charged  me  nothing,)  which  satisfied  me  that  you 
were  giving  them  all  the  attention  necessary,  and  that  the 
law  was  with  us.  And  further,  although  we  could  not  com- 
pel the  attendance  of  witnesses,  you  did  not  think  there 
would  beany  difficulty  in  obtaining  triumphant  testimony. 

I  feel  particularly  indebted  to  you  for  the  zeal  and  at- 
tention that  you  gave  to  the  suits,  as  well  as  your  courtesy 
and  kindness  to  me  during  the  whole  time. 

I  think  better  could  not  have  been  done  than  you  did; 
although,  in  the  beginning,  I  thought  more  counsel  should 
have  been  employed. 

I  understood  you  received  as  counsel  fee,  ten  thousand 
dollars,  for  your  whole  attention  to  the  cases  during  the 
four  years;  which,  considering  the  amount  involved,  and 
the  time  and  attention  given  to  them,  1  think  a  very 
moderate  compensation. 

I  have  never  doubted  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
blowing  up  the  buildings,  and  believe  there  was  no  other 
way  of  stop])ing  the  conflagration;  and  also,  that  many 
millions  of  money  were  saved  by  it. 

With  the  assurances  of  my  best  "wishes,  believe  me  truly 
your  friend. 

C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 
Henry  E.  Davies,  Esq. 
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[No.  109. 

City  and  County  of  J^ew  York,ss: — Bernaed  J.  Malone, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
No.  79,  Twenty-ninth  street. 

I  am  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  the  Office  of  the  Corporation 
Counsel,  and  have  been  for  upwards  of  four  years;  on  the 
evening  of  the  2Tth  December,  1852,  as  I  think  at  about 
half-past  six  o'clock,  the  late  Comptroller  Joseph  R.  Tay- 
lor, came  into  the  Counsel's  office  and  asked  for  Mr.  Davies; 
I  informed  him  that  he  had  gone  home,  he  replied  that  he 
should  not  go  home  so  early  as  they  were  winding  up  the 
business  of  the  year;  he  then  left  the  office  and  in  a  short 
time  afterwards,  on  the  same  afternoon,  James  B.  Taylor 
came  to  the  office  and  a  eked  if  the  Comptroller  had  been 
there  or  given  instructions  in  reference  to  a  grant;  I  re- 
plied that  he  had  been  there,  but  had  said  nothing  about 
the  business  he  required  to  have  done;  I  stated,  that  if  it 
was  the  preparation  of  a  grant  he  required  that  I  could 
prepare  it,  having  sole  charge  of  that  branch  of  the  busi- 
ness; Mr.  Taylor  then  left  in  search  of  the  Comptroller, 
as  I  supposed,  to  procure  the  resolution  and  maps;  I  have 
no  doubt  I  must  have  asked  him  if  the  maps  had  been  pre- 
pared; Mr.  James  B.  Taylor  returned  and  informed  me 
that  the*  Comptroller  was  then  in  the  Chamber  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  where  I  went  to  see  him;  I  enquired 
of  the  Comptroller  whether  it  was  necessary  to  have  the 
grant  prepared  on  that  evening;  he  replied  that  it  was;  I 
then  told  him  that  it  was  necessary  I  should  have  the 
maps  with  the  resolution,  as  my  instructions  for  the  pre- 
paration thereof;  the  Comptroller  and  myself,  then  went 
to  the  office  of  the  Comptroller,  where  I  received  the  reeo- 


Doc.  No.  55.)  1496 

lution  and  map  from  the  clerk,  Mr.  Dikcman,  by  the 
Comptroller's  direction;  tbe  Comptroller  may  have  given 
me  the  map;  I  then  discovered  it  was  in  relation  to  the  grant 
of  the  Fort  Gansevoort  property  by  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund;  I  then  told  the  Comptroller  I  could 
prepare  the  grant  and  returned  to  the  Counsel's  office, 
where  I  there  prepared  it;  it  was  not  in  my  hand-writing 
but  was  written  by  another  clerk  under  my  dictation,  my 
hand  being  lame;  during  the  progress  of  the  preparation 
of  the  grant,  Mr.  James  B.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Reuben  Love- 
joy  were  present  a  great  portion  of  the  time;  I  suggested 
to  them  that  there  might  be  some  difficulty  in  procuring 
the  seal  of  the  city  at  tliat  late  hour;  one  of  them,  I  don't 
recollect  which,  replied,  that  the  Board  of  Aldermen  had 
not  adjourned  and  that  he  would  go  and  see  the  Clerk  of 
the  Common  Council,  to  learn  whether  the  seal  could  be 
obtained. 

It  is  my  impression  tliat  as  soon  as  the  grant  was  finish- 
ed the  seal  was  obtained  by  myself,  but  of  this  I  am  not 
certain;  the  grant  was  made  to  Simeon  Draper;  the  au- 
thority exhibited  to  me  to  make  it  in  the  name  of  Simeon 
Draper,  was  a  letter  of  Reuben  Lovcjoy's,  stating  in  effect 
that  if  the  grant  was  given  to  him,  Lovejoy,  to  make  it 
out  in  the  name  of  Simeon  Draper;  the  resolution  was 
for  a  sale  of  the  property  to  Reuben  Lovejoy. 

The  letter  of  Reuben  Lovejoy  was  not  acknowledged 
or  proved  in  the  form  of  a  legal  instrument,  as  I  think; 
after  the  grant  was  prepared  and  the  seal  affixed;  I  took 
a  carriage,  at  Mr.  James  B.  Taylor's  suggestion,  and  went 
to  the  rc.-idcncc  of  Mr.  Davics  and  saw  him,  and  told  him 
1  wished  him  to  approve  a  grant. 
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He  asked  me  what  grant  it  was;  I  told  liim  it  was  a 
grant  the  Comptroller  wished  prepared  that  evening,  of 
the  Fort  Gansevoort  property;  Mr.  Davics,  asked  me  if 
it  was  possible  they  had  been  selling  it,  and  that  he  was 
sorry  for  it,  or  something  to  that  effect,  and  asked  me  the 
authority  I  had  for  drawing  the  grant;  I  exhibited  to  him 
the  resolution  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
with  the  letter  of  Mr.  Lovejoy,  and  I  think  also  a  letter 
of  Mr.  Draper,  in  effect  stating  that  he  would  consent  to 
accept  the  grant,  and  something  in  reference  to  the  mort- 
gage to  be  given  to  the  city.  Mr.  Davies  read  those  au- 
thorities, and  also  read  over  the  grant,  and  on  coming  to 
the  consideration  of  the  grant,  he  remarked,  that  the  sum 
was  very  low,  and  asked  me,  I  think,  if  that  was  the  cor- 
rect amount;  Mr.  Davies  then  approved  of  the  grant;  I 
think  that  Mr.  Davies  stated,  that  he  did  not  know  any 
thing  of  the  grant,  or  that  they  had  sold  the  property; 
the  above,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  is  the  substance 
of  all  the  conversation  I  had  with  Mr.  Davies  on  that 
occasion. 

I  then  went  to  the  residence  of  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Kings- 
land,  to  whom  I  exhibited  the  grant,  who  partially  read 
the  grant  over,  examined  the  map  and  made  a  calculation 
of  how  many  dollars  per  foot  it  was. 

He  had  inquired  of  me  how  many  feet  there  were,  and  I 
referred  him  to  the  map. 

The  Mayor  looked  at  Mr.  Davies'  approval,  and  then 
signed  the  grant;  I  then  went  to  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Valentine,  the  Clerk  of  the  Common  Council,  and  saw 
him  and  requested  him  to  sign  the  grant,  as  Clerk. 
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Mr.  Valentine  inquired  whether  the  property  had  been 
really  sold  and  for  what  amount;  I  informed  him  that  it 
had  and  that  the  i)urchaser  was  Simeon  Draper;  Mr.  Val- 
entine stated,  that  the  prioc  was  far  below  its  value;  I 
then  went  in  search  of  a  Commissioner  of  Deeds,  procured 
one,  and  returned  to  Mr.Valcntine'shouse,  where  he  signed 
and  acknowledged  the  grant  before  the  Commissioner;  I 
then  paid  the  Commissioner  and  returned  to  the  Counsel's 
oflBce,  where  I  found  Alderman  Bard  and  James  B.  Taylor, 
or  the  Comptroller,  I  am  not  certain  which;  one  of  them, 
I  dou't  remember  which,  asked  if  I  had  got  the  grant  exe- 
cuted, I  replied  that  I  had. 

They  then  left  and  I  retained  the  grant  in  my  possession; 
the  next  morning  on  my  coming  to  the  office,  I  brought 
the  grant  to  the  Comptroller's^  office,  and  delivered  it  to 
the  clerk  of  the  Comptroller,  Charles  W.  Lawrence,  to 
have  it  engrossed  forthwith.  There  my  duties  ended. 
There  was  afterwards  some  instrument,  relating  to  the 
£ame  ])roperty,  made  to  Mr.  Varnum,  but  the  particular 
nature  of  which  I  don't  know. 

The  above  is  all  tlie  part  I  took  in  relation  to  the  above 
grant  or  the  subsequent  instrument  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  James  B.  Taylor,  in  all  the  above-mentioned  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  the  grant  to  Mr.  Draper,  took  an 
active  part,  and  apparently  was  much  interested  in  the 
matter;  Mr.  James  B.  Taylor,  for  the  extra  services  which 
I  had  performed  in  prejjaring  and  getting  the  grant  as  I 
did,  afterwards  gave  me  a  check,  I  think,  for  twenty-five 
dollars,  out  of  which  I  paid  expenses;  the  ai)ove  is  all  the 
amount  I  received,  and  nothing  was  ever  promised  to  mc 
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by  him  or  any  other  person;  I  don't  know  whether  the 
Counsel  received  any  fees  for  drawing  that  grant;  it  was 
usual  for  the  Counsel  to  charge  for  drawing  grants;  the 
usual  fee  of  the  office  for  drawing  grants  was  between 
twenty-five  and  fifty  dollars;  for  a  very  short  grant  the 
fee  would  be  fifteen  dollars;  I  think  I  have  charged  fees 
for  drawing  bonds  and  mortgages  to  the  city;  I  cannot 
say  it  was  usual  to  charge  for  leases  from  the  city,  though 
I  think  there  have  been  cases  where  charges  have  been 
made. 

Mr.  Willard,  the  first  assistant  in  Mr.  Davies'  office,  re- 
ceived counsel  fees  from  the  city,  but  the  cases  I  don't 
remember,  and  I  don't  remember  the  amount;  I  am  not 
certain  whether  it  was  previous  to  or  since  Mr.  Davies 
left  the  office,  that  Mr,  Willard  received  these  counsel 
fees. 

I  don't  recollect  having  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
Lovejoy,  when  he  was  in  the  office  whilst  I  was  preparing 
the  grant,  or  of  his  saying  any  thing;  he  seemingly  took 
as  much  interest  as  Mr.  James  B.  Taylor. 

BERD.  J.  MALONE. 
Swoj-n  before  me,  this  1st ) 
day  of  December,  1853. 1 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  110. 

City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — Thomas  Suffern, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  11  Washington  square;  I  am  not  engaged  in  any  bu- 
siness; I  was  and  am  still  the  owner  of  some  real  estate 
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in  Pearl,  hetvrccn  John  and  Fulton  streets,  and  applied, 
with  other  owners,  for  a  sewer  in  that  block  sometime  in 
1851  or  1852;  the  application  was  successful;  subsequent- 
ly, and  before  the  sewer  was  commenced,  an  application 
was  made  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  occupants  of  stores, 
in  that  block  to  suspend  the  procedure  of  the  work  for  a 
time.  I  was  opposed  to  this  suspension,  and  called  upon 
Assistant  Alderman  Ring,  at  his  store,  on  a  Saturday  pre- 
vious to  the  Monday  on  which  it  was  to  come  up  in  the  Board 
of  Assistants  for  action,  and  asked  himwliat  my  prospects 
would  be  in  attempting  to  oppose  it;  he  then  asked  me 
how  much  I  would  give  to  have  it  go  my  way;  I  felt  both  in- 
dignant and  confounded  at  his  proposition,  but  suppressed 
my  feelings  of  surprise,  and  asked  him  how  much  he  would 
ask,  name  your  sum;  his  reply  was,  after  some  reflection, 
No;  say  how  much  you  will  give  ?  I  said  I  would  think 
of  it  until  Monday,  and  I  ihen  left  him.  I  did  not 
call  again  upon  him,  but  I  understood  the  Board  unani- 
mously adopted  the  application  to  suspend  the  sewer. 
About  a  week  afterwards  I  met  Assistant  Alderman  Ring 
in  the  street;  he  stopped  me,  and  remarked,  now  had  you 
given  me  some  money  at  that  time,  you  might  have  had  it 
all  your  own  way. 

THOMAS  suffern: 

Sworn  before  nie,  this  17th 
day  of  June,  1853. 

F.  K.  TiLLOU,  Recorder 


No.  111. 

City  and  County  of  JS'^w  York;  .va;--Stkwart  E.  Clahk, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
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No.  43  Bedford  street;  I  am  a  coal  merchant;  my  coal- 
yard  is  No.  229  Thompson  street;  sometime  in  1852,  I 
think  in  March,  I  made  an  application  to  the  Board  of 
Assistants  for  a  lease  of  the  property  belonging  to  the 
city,  on  the  corner  of  Sixth  ayenue  and  Amos  street;  my 
application  was  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee,  con- 
sisting of  Assistant  Aldermen  Wells,  Ring  and  Mabbatt. 
I  met  with  them  several  times;  I  immediately  met  with 
opposition  from  Assistant  Alderman  Mabbatt,  who  stated 
to  me  that  had  he  been  aware  that  property  could  be 
had  he  should  have  liked  to  get  it  himself.  On  the 
occasion  of  one  of  these  meetings.  Assistant  Alderman 
Ring  followed  me  out  of  the  room  into  the  hall,  and 
there  stated  to  me  that  there  was  an  applicant  for  the 
same  property  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  who  was  wil- 
ling to  give  a  bonus  for  the  lease  of  twenty-one  years, 
and  said  the  thing  was  in  such  a  state  that  it  would  be 
necessary  for  me  to  say  what  a  lease  of  that  kind  would 
be  worth  to  me,  which  I  understood  to  mean,  what  money 
I  would  give  as  a  compensation  for  their  vote  or  influence 
in  favor  of  my  application.  I  told  him,  I  had  no  money 
to  lay  out  in  that  way,  but  if  any  small  amount  would 
effect  the  thing,  as  I  was  situated,  I  would  not  object.  I 
asked  him  if  he  knew  what  amount  was  offered  for  the 
application  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen;  he  replied  he  did 
not  know.  This  was  about  all  that  took  place  between  us. 
My  application  was  unsuccessful.  A  short  time  after  this 
a  lease  was  granted,  as  I  understood,  to  J.  L.  Worth. 

STEWART  E.  CLARK. 

Sworn  before  me  this  17th  ) 
day  of  June,  1853.  f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  112. 

City  and  County  of  jXvw  York,ss: — MicuAEL  Allison, 
Jr.,  bcinnf  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  say?,  as  follows: — 
Soractiinc  in  January,  1852,  I  was  an  applicant  for  the 
lease  of  the  Corporation  property  on  the  Sixth  avenue, 
corner  of  Amos  street. 

I  called  on  the  Comptroller,  and  made  inquiries  in  ref- 
erence to  it,  and  asked  if  the  property  could  be  leased,  and 
he  asked  what  I  wanted  it  for;  I  told  him,  a  coal  yard;  he 
said  he  did  not  think  the  market  people  would  like  that; 
he  said  he  was  in  favor  of  selling  the  property,  but  some 
members  of  the  Finance  Committee  were  in  favor  of  leas- 
ing it  for  a  short  term,  as  it  might  be  required  for  market 
purposes. 

After  consulting  with  Alderman  Boyce,  one  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  I  handed  him  a  petition  to  the  Common 
Council,  asking  for  a  lease  of  the  ground,  which  petition 
was  ])resented  to  the  Board,  and  referred  to  the  Finance 
Committee.  Some  week  or  two  after  this,  other  petitions 
for  leases  of  the  |)roperty  wei-e  presented  from  Mr.  Worth, 
Mr.  Clark,  and  a  brother-in-law  of  Assistant  Alderman 
Mabbatt,  whose  name  I  don't  remember,  and  who  was  at 
the  time  a  clerk  in  Alderman  Maljbatt's  office.  I  think 
there  were  other  applicants,  whose  names  I  don't  rcmem 
ber.  After  my  petition  was  referred,  I  was  told  by  Alder- 
man Boyce  I  would  receive  a  notice  to  attend  before  the 
Finance  Committee;  some  two  or  three  months  after  this, 
I  received  a  notice  to  attend  a  meeting  of  the  Finance 
Committee;  I  prepared  a  written  oflVr  of  six  hundred  dol- 
lars ])cr  annum  for  a  lease  of  said  property,  leaving  the 
term  of  years  blank,  expecting  to  have  the  views  of  the 
Committee   as   to    the   number  of  years   the  Corporation 
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"would  be  likely  to  grant  a  lease,  and  appeared  before  the 
Committee.  I  made  inquiry  of  Aldermen  Bard  and  Oak- 
ley, the  only  members  present,  what  would  be  their  term 
of  years;  Alderman  Bard  replied  that  I  must  make  my 
own  term  of  years;  I  replied  that  I  had  a  sealed  bid  in 
my  pocket  for  a  blank  term  of  years,  and  handed  the  same 
to  him,  and  desired  it  to  be  considered  as  for  ten  years; 
he  received  it,  and  said  it  was  all-sufficient.  When  I  en- 
tered the  Committee  room,  I  found  Mr.  F.  W.  Worth  in 
conversation  with  the  two  Aldermen,  and  saw  him  appa- 
rently give  a  verbal  bid.  The  respective  Aldermen  ap- 
peared to  take  it  down  in  figures,  and  turned  it  over  and 
laid  it  before  them;  before  I  got  through  with  my  business 
with  the  Committee,  Mr.  Worth  had  retired  to  the  middle 
room;  after  I  was  thro'  I  also  retired  to  the  middle  room 
and  found  Mr.  Worth  waiting  there;  we  waited  an  hour 
and  a  quarter.  Alderman  Bard  came  out  and  said,  we 
need  not  wait  any  longer,  as  we  would  get  the  report  in 
the  morning.  The  next  morning  I  found  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Aldermen,  as  published  in  the  papers,  that 
they  had  reported  in  favor  of  a  lease  to  Mr.  Worth  for 
twenty-one  years  at  six  hundred  and  ten  dollars;  by  the 
advice  of  Alderman  Boyce,  I  then  prepared  a  petition  to 
the  Board  of  Assistants^  and  presented  to  Assistant  Alder- 
man Barker,  the  day  after  the  report  of  the  Aldermen  in 
favor  of  Mr.  AYorth,  and  requested  him  to  present  it  to 
his  Board  that  evening;  he  declined  doing  it,  alleging  as 
a  reason  that  he  was  committed  to  Alderman  Bard  to  vote 
a  concurrence  in  favor  of  the  lease  to  Worth;  I  then 
called  on  Assistant  Alderman  Mabbatt,  and  detailed  to 
him  the  circumstances,  and  askec'  him  to  oppose  the  con- 
currence of  the  lease  to  Worth,  and  stated  to  him  I  was 
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•willing  to  give  seven  hundred  dollars  a  year,  on  a  lease 
for  twenty-one  years;  he  declined,  alleging  as  a  reason, 
that  he  did  not  like  to  oppose  Alderman  Bard,  who  was 
very  anxious  to  have  it  concurred  in,  as  he  might  want 
favors  Irom  Alderman  Bard.  When  the  Board  went  into 
session  that  evening  I  appeared  there  with  my  petition 
and  asked  Assistant  Alderman  Wells  to  present  it,  and 
told  him  1  would  give  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for 
twenty-one  years,  and  began  to  relate  the  circumstances  to 
him;  he  replied  that  he  knew  them  all.  and  thought  it  was 
one  of  the  most  barefaced  rascally  transactions  he  ever 
knew  of;  he  told  me  it  was  not  worth  while  to  present  my 
petition,  as  Alderman  Bard  was  there,  lobbying  Worth's 
application  through,  and  called  my  attention  to  Alderman 
Bard  who  was  then-  in  the  act  of  whispering  around  to 
the  respective  Assistant  Aldermen  in  their  seats;  at  the 
f-ame  remarking  that  he  had  no  doul)t  Alderman  Bard  had 
a  thousand  dollars,  in  his  pocket,  for  what  he  was  doing. 
I  concluded  then  there  was  no  use  in  presenting  my  peti- 
tion, and  I  did  not  present  it.  The  Board,  in  about  a  half 
hour  after  this,  concurred  in  favor  of  the  lease  to  Worth. 

M.  ALLISON,  Jr. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  23d  ) 
day  of  June,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder . 
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Cily  and  County  of  JVeio  York,  ss: — FuANCis  W.  Worth, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
No.  14  East  Twenty-second  street;  I  am  a  broker;  my 
brother,  James  L.  Worth,  has  obtained  a  lease  of  this  city 
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of  the  ground  on  Sixth  avenue,  cor.  Amos  street,  for  twen- 
ty or  twenty-one  years,  at  six  hundred  and  ten  dollars  a 
year.  I  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  in  negotiating  that 
lease;  I  never  spoke  to  any  one  in  regard  to  obtaining  the 
lease,  and  never  have  seen  the  papers. 

F.  W.  WORTH. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  5th  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 

No.  114. 
City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — James  L.  Worth, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
No.  239  Thompson  street;  I  am  a  coal  dealer;  I  have  two 
yards,  one  corner  of  Fourth  and  Thompson  streets,  and 
the  other  corner  of  Washington  and  Albany  streets. 

I  obtained  from  the  Corporation  of  the  city  a  lease  of 
the  ground  corner  of  Sixth  avenue  and  Amos  street;  tKe 
ground  is  triangular  in  form,  being  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  feet  on  Sixth  avenue  and  ninety  feet  on  Amos  street. 

The  lease  was  for  twenty-one  years  from  1st  May,  1852,for 
six  hundred  and  ten  dollars  per  annum;  I  applied,  in  writ- 
ing, to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  through  Alderman  Ward, 
for  the  lease;  I  don't  know  whether  the  application  was 
referred  to  any  Committee  or  not;  I  never  attended  any 
Committee  of  the  Common  Council  on  the  subject,  and 
never  received  any  notice  to  attend  any  meeting;  the  only 
members  of  the  Common  Council  I  ever  spoke  to  in  regard 
to  the  application  were  Aldermen  Ward,  Compton  and 
Bard;  I  requested  some  friends  to  speak  to  other  members 
on  the  subject. 

I  asked  Isaac  Ward,  of  the  City  Bank,  to  speak  to  As- 
22 
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sistant  Alderman  Ring;  I  asked  Mr.  Knapp,  the  City 
Chamberlain,  to  speak  to  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Comptroller, 
about  it,  and  Mr.  M.  0.  Roberts  to  speak  to  Assistant 
Alderman  Mabbatt;  and  Mr.  Henry  L.  Webb  was  also  re- 
quested to  speak  to  some  member  of  the  Board,  whose 
name  I  don't  remember;  these  arc  all  the  members  of  the 
city  government  that  were  spoken  to  at  my  request,  that 
I  remember;  in  my  application  for  the  lease,  my  offer  of 
rent  was  six  hundred  and  ten  dollars  per  annum;  before 
I  obtained  the  lease  I  knew  that  others  were  applying 
for  it;  I  did  not  know  what  amount  they  offered  for 
the  lease;  I  never  gave  any  verbal  bid  at  any  meeting 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Common  Council;  I  don't  know 
that  Mr.  F.  W.  Worth  ever  attended  any  meeting  of 
a  Committee  on  the  subject  of  the  lease;  I  don't  think 
he  did,  ho  had  nothing  to  do  with  ray  business  at  that 
time;  he  was  never  authorized  by  me  to  do  any  thing  in 
this  matter  at  all;  there  was  no  person  authorized  by  me 
to  endeavor  to  get  the  lease  through  the  Board  of  Assist* 
ants;  Alderman  Bard  was  never  authorized  by  me  to  en- 
deavor to  get  it  through  (he  Board  of  Assistants;  I  had  no 
knowledge  that  Mr.  Allison  offered  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  a  year  for  the  lease. 

I  have  sold  this  lease,  about  a  month  ago,  for  eight  thou- 
sand dollars;  I  sold  it  to  Henry  Coggill;  he  is  building  on 
the  land;  my  conversation  with  Alderman  Bard  on  the 
subject  of  my  application,  was  as  to  the  form  in  which  my 
application  was  to  be  presented,  with  reference  to  the 
amount  of  rent  and  the  lengtii  of  the  lease;  this  comprised 
the  whole  purport  of  my  conversation  with  him;  all  my 
conversations  with  Alderman  Ward  were  as  to  what  was 
done,  or  was  likely  to  be  done  with  my  ajjplication,  as 
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there  was  much  delay,  and  I  was  becoming  tired  of  it; 
the  only  conversation  I  had  with  Alderman  Compton  was  to 
ask  him  if  he  would  vote  for  my  application;  he  replied  he 
would,  provided  I  would  give  more  rent  than  any  body  else. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  member  of  the  Common 
Couucil  having  received,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  money, 
from  any  person,  to  influence  his  vote  on  the  subject  of 
this  lease  ? 

Answer.  I  decline  to  answer  the  question,  on  the  ground 
that  the  answer  might  tend  to  criminate  me. 

Q.  Did  you,  or  any  one  on  your  behalf,  pay,  give,  or 
part  with,  to  any  member  of  the  Common  Council,  any 
mouey,  property,  or  valuable  thing,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
fluencing the  vote  of  any  member  thereof  in  favor  of  the 
lease  ? 

A.  I  decline  to  answer  the  question,  on  the  ground 
that  the  answer  might  tend  to  criminate  me. 

I  have  no  interest  in  the  lease  now. 

JAMES  L.  WORTH. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  .3d  ) 
day  of  September,  1853.  j 

F.  R  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  115. 

City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — Helmus  M.  Wells, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  am  As- 
sistant Alderman  of  the  Ninth  Ward;  I  remember  that 
Stewart  E.  Clark  was  an  applicant  for  the  lease  of  the 
coal-yard  corner  of  Sixth  avenue  and  Amos  street,  and  I 
think  I  presented  his  petition,  and  I  also  remember  that 
Assistant  Alderman  Mabbatt  had  a  friend  who  was  ap- 
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plying  for  a  lease  of  the  same  property;  Alderman  Mabbatt 
and  myself  agreed  that  these  two  applicants  should  mark 
the  price  they  were  willing  to  pay,  as  rent,  and  the  one 
that  should  oiler  the  highest  price  we  agreed  we  would 
report  in  favor  of;  before  any  sum  was  named  by  either 
party,  a  report  and  resolution  came  in  from  the  Board  of 
Aldermeu,  granting  the  lease  to  J.  L.  Worth;  until  the 
report  was  made  in  favof  of  Worth,  I  don't  think  I  knew 
he  was  an  ajiplicant;  I  have  no  distinct  recollection  of  con- 
versing with  Mr.  Allison  on  the  subject  of  his  application 
for  a  lease  of  said  property  on  the  evening  of  the  passage 
of  Mr.  Worth's  grant,  nor  any  recollection  of  making  any 
observations  to  him,  but  I  recollect  he  was  there,  and  I 
was  not  in  favor  of  his  application,  but  was  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Clark's;  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  observations 
or  statements  being  made  to  me,  on  that  occasion,  by  Mr. 
Allison;  I  have  no  idea  of  the  value  of  that  lease,  but  sup- 
posed, at  the  time,  it  was  leased  for  what  Mr.  Clark  would 
have  been  willing  to  give  for  it. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  grant  of  the  lease  to  Mr.  Byrne, 
at  the  foot  of  Jay  street,  except  that  it  passed  both  Boards, 
and  that  Mr.  Radford  had  competed  for  it,  as'I  understood. 

Ques/ion.  Do  you  know  of  any  members  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  having  received,  directly  or  indirectly,  any 
monc),  from  any  person,  to  inlluencc  his  vote  upon  the 
suliject  of  either  of  the  above-mentioned  leases. 

Jlnsiar.  I  do  not,  and  I  never  heard  of  any  thing  of 
the  kind. 

II.  M.  WELLS. 
Sworn  before  me   this  Utii  ) 

day  of  September,  llS5-i.  j 

Y.  R.  TiLLou,  Recorder. 


Mi 
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No.  116. 

City  and  County   of  A^eio  York,  ss: — James   M.  Bard, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: 

I  am  Alderman  of  the  Fourteenth  Ward,  and  have  been, 
since  May,  1849;  I  recollect  the  resolution  granting  the 
lease   of  certain  lots  in  the  Sixth  avenue  to  J.  L.  Worth, 
for  a  coal-yard,  and  that  on  that  occasion  there  were  four 
bidders  I  think;  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  yjerson  by 
the  name  of  Allison  appearing  before  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, of  which  I  was  member  on  that  occasion,  and  have 
no   recollection   of  any  such  conversation  with  him  as  is 
detailed  in   his   deposition;  on  that  occasion  there  were 
■  several   sealed   bids  presented  to  the   Committee,  which 
were  opened  and  read,  and  it  appears  that  J.  L.  Worth's 
bid,  was   the  highest;  no  person  on  that  occasion  gave  a 
verbal  bid  to  my  knowledge,  and  no  person    of  the  name 
of  Worth  was  there  at  all;  the  bids  to  my  knowledge  were 
not  taken   down   by  the    Committee  and  turned  over;  I 
have  no  recollection  of  coming  out  of  the  Committee  room 
and   stating,  as  Mr,  Allison   asserts   in   his   examination, 
that  they  need  not  wait,  as  the  report  would  be  made  the 
next  morning* 

I  remember  that  when  some  of  them  came  in  with  their 
bids,  of  stating  that  they  need  not  wait,  as  their  bids  were 
sealed  bids,  and  it  is  not  customary  or  necessary  for  per- 
sons to  wait;  my  best  impression  is,  that  the  report  in  favor 
of  the  grant  to  Worth  was  not  reported  the  same  day  the 
bids  for  the  lease  were  opened  by  the  Committee,  but  I 
think  it  was  on  some  subsequent  day;  the  only  person  be- 
sides Worth,  who  spoke  to  me  about  this  lease  was  a  Mr. 
Clark,  and  I  told  him  whoever  would  give  the  most  rent 
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for  the  lease  would  get  it;  I  have  no  recollection  of  Assist- 
ant Alderman  Barker's  being  committed  to  me  in  favor  of 
the  lease  to  Worth;  I  don't  think  I  ever  spoke  to  Assist- 
ant Alderman  Barker  on  the  subject  of  that  lease;  there 
was  no  anxiety  on  my  part  to  give  this  lease  to  Mr.  Worth 
beyond  the  fact  that  he  was  the  highest  bidder,  and  that 
principle  alone  governed  me  in  that  transaction. 

When  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  came  up 
for  concurrence  in  the  Board  of  Assistants,  I  may  have 
spoken  to  some  of  the  Assistant  Aldermen  in  favor  of  the 
grant  to  Worth,  and  think  it  most  likely  I  did,  consider- 
ing I  had  a  right  so  to  do. 

The  written  request  of  Reuben  Lovcjoy,  and  the  written 
consent  of  Simeon  Draper,  in  relation  to  the  Fort  Ganse- 
voort  property  were  handed  to  me,  folded  as  a  letter,  by 
some  one  in  the  building  known  as  the  Hall  of  Records;  I 
had  no  knowledge  of  those  papers  before  they  were  placed 
in  my  hands  on  that  occasion,  nor  no  recollection  of  any 
such  arrangement  as  they  proposed  until  I  then  received 
them. 

I  was  not  in  the  ofQcc  of  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation 
at  the  time  the  grant  for  the  Fort  Gansevoort  property 
was  being  prepared;  I  was  never  in  the  Counsel's  oflBce  at 
any  time  in  relation  to  that  grant;  I  had  no  knowledge  of 
any  arrangement  among  any  of  those  bidders  in  relation 
to  that  grant,  except  as  to  the  papers  above  referred  to, 
after  they  were  received. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  member  of  the  Common 
Council  having  received,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  money, 
from  any  person  to  influence  his  vote  upon  tlic  subject  of 
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the  above-mentioned  lease  to  Mr.  Worth,  or  the   above- 
mentioned  grant  to  Mr.  Lovejoy. 

Answer.  I  decline  to  answer  the  above  question,  unless 
some  person  appears  to  make  a  direct  accusation  against 
me. 

I  further  decline  answering  upon  hearsay  testimony. 

JAMES  M.  BARD. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  2d  \ 
day  of  December,  1853. ) 

F.  E,.  TliiJLQJJ,  Recorder. 


No.  iir. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Samuel  R.  Mab- 
BATT,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I 
am  Assistant  Alderman  of  the  Third  Ward,  and  have  been 
since  1st  January,  1851;  I  have  heard  read  the  deposition  of 
Michael  Allison,  Jr.,  in  relation  to  the  leasing  of  certain, 
property  of  the  city  to  James  L.  Worth;  no  brother-in- 
law  of  mine,  or  any  clerk  in  my  office,  ever  applied  for 
the  lease  of  that  property;  Mr.  Allison  applied  to  me, 
and  said  he  would  give  more  for  the  lease  than  Mr.  Worth, 
and  wished  me  to  oppose  the  lease  to  Y/orth;  1  declined, 
because  I  thought  it  unfair,  after  he,  Allison,  had  ascer- 
tained what  Worth's  bid  was,  when  it  was  open  to  com- 
petition before,  to  make  an  offer  beyond  the  sum  offered 
by  Worth,  when  Allison's  bid  in  the  lirst  instance  was  less 
than  Worth's;  as  far  as  personal  preference  went  I  should 
have  preferred  to  give  my  vote  for  Mr.  Allison's  bid,  as 
he  was  an  old  acquaintance,  and  with  Mr.  Worth  I  had  no 
acquaintance;  I  was  simply  governed  in  this  matter  by  a 
sense  of  duty. 
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I  have  heard  read  to  me  tliat  portion  of  the  deposition 
of  Stewart  E.  Clark,  in  relation  to  the  same  property;  I 
think  it  very  probable  that  1  may  have  said  to  Mr.  Clark 
that  I  should  liked  to  have  got  the  property  for  myself,  as 
I  should  indeed,  had  it  been  lawful  or  right  for  me  to  take 
it;  I  never  for  a  moment  entertained  the  idea  of  takiLg 
it,  and  did  not  intend  to  convey  any  such  meaning. 

I  have  heard  read  to  me  that  portion  of  the  testimony 
of  Robert  W.  Lowber,  in  which  my  name  is  mentioned  in 
connection  with  Assistant  Aldermen  Brown,  Tait  and 
Ring;  I  opposed  the  application  of  Mr.  Lowber  in  rela- 
tion to  the  exterior  line  as  proposed  by  him,  because  he 
had  gone  beyond  the  exterior  line  fixed  by  the  laws  of  the 
state,  and  I  was  unwilling  to  sanction  it,  and  that  was  the 
only  motive  I  had  for  opposing,  and  every  thing  stated  in 
his  deposition  to  the  contrary  is  untrue. 

I  recollect  that  Assistant  Alderman  Bouton  referred  to 
a  paper  which  Mr.  Lowber  had  prepared  to  be  sent  to  the 
Board,  or  exhibited  the  same,  I  am  not  certain  which,  on 
an  occasion  when  some  of  the  Assistant  Aldermen  were 
present  in  the  City  Hall;  they  laughed  at  the  idea  of  his 
presenting  it,  and  said  he  might  do  as  he  pleased;  the 
whole  statement  made  by  Mr.  Lowber  as  to  what  occurred 
on  that  occasion,  except  as  above  stated,  is  utterly  untrue; 
there  never  was,  to  my  knowledge  or  belief,  any  intimation 
or  any  idea  convoyed,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council,  that  they  expected  any  money, 
promise,  or  thing  whatever,  to  influence  their  vote  in  rela- 
tion to  the  application  of  Mr.  Lowber,  and  every  thing 
stated  in  the  examination  of  ^Iv.  liowlicr  which  conveys  a 
diflferent  meaning,  is  untrue. 
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I  have  no  knowledge  or  belief  that  any  member  of  the 
Common  Council,  directly  or  indirectly,  received  any 
money,  promise,  or  thing  whatever,  to  influence  their  vote 
in  relation  to  that  application. 

SAM.  R.  'MABBATT. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  5th  ) 
day  of  December,  1853,  ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  118. 


City  and  County  of  JsTew  York,  ss: — Isaac  0.  Barker, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  was 
Assistant  Alderman  of  the  Fifteenth  Ward  from  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1852,  to  1st  January,  1854. 

I  have  heard  read  that  portion  of  the  testimony  of 
Michael  Allison,  Jr.,  in  which  he  states,  "  he  (meaning 
me)  declined  doing  it,  alleging  as  a  reason  that  he  was 
.committed  to  Alderman  Bard  to  vote  a  concurrence  in 
favor  of  the  lease  to  Worth."  I  have  no  recollection  of 
Mr.  Allison  having  requested  me  to  present  his  petition; 
and  his  statement,  that  I  said  I  was  committed  to  Alder- 
man Bard  to  vote  a  concurrence  in  favor  of  the  lease  to 
Worth  is  utterly  untrue,  as  I  never  conversed  with  Alder- 
man Bard  on  the  subject. 


ISAAC  0.  BARKER. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  4th 
day  of  January,  1854. 


F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  119. 
City   and    Coxmiy   of  JSTew    York,  ss: — Isaac  Britton, 
being  duly  sworn,  this  20th  day  of  April,  1853,  deposes 
and  says  as  follows:     I  reside  at  No.  35  Allen  street,  in 
this  city,  and  am  now  a  manufacturer  of  Cologne  water. 

In  the  year  1847  I  was  appointed  assistant  keeper  of 
the  Penitentiary,  Blackwell's  Island,  and  continued  on 
the  island  in  that  capacity  until  January,  1853;  Joseph 
Keen  was  appointed  Warden  of  said  Penitentiary  in  May 
or  June,  1849;  he  was  appointed  by  the  Ten  Governors, 
and  commenced  the  duties  of  his  office  about  the  1st  June 
that  year. 

I  was  continued  in  the  office  I  held,  by  Mr.  Keen;  my 
duties  were  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Keen,  which  were 
superintending  work  under  various  gangs  of  hands,  and 
mounting  guard;  during  the  time  I  was  on  the  island  under 
him,  I  boarded  with  him,  at  a  board  of  ten  dollars  a  month, 
which  was  deducted  from  my  salary  from  month  to  month; 
from  twenty-five  to  twenty-eight  employees  on  the  island, 
male  and  female,  also  boarded  with  Mr.  Keen;  all,  with 
some  few  exceptions,  paying  the  same  rate  of  board,  as  I 
understood  and  believe;  our  table  was  down  stairs,  and 
separate  from  that  of  tlie  family  of  Mr.  Keen;  during  that 
period  of  time  our  tabic  was  suj)plied,  more  or  less,  with 
bread  supplied  from  the  bake  house  on  the  island,  which 
bake  house  was  intended  to  provide  bread  for  the  prisoners 
only;  during  the  first  months,  I  should  say,  our  table  was 
supplied  with  at  least  one  half  of  prison  bread,  the  other 
half  I  should  say  was  supplied  from  his  own  domestic  es- 
tablishment; and  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  I  should 
say  at  least  one  eighth  of  the  bread  supplied  our  table  was 
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the  prison  bread;  some  days,  during  the  above  period,  we 
have  had  no  prison  bread;  I  mean,  above,  to  give  the  gene- 
ral average;  during  the  same  period  of  time,  and  up  to  the 
past  year,  and  until  the  time  Mr.  Fowler,  the  former  cap- 
tain of  the  cook-house  left  the  establishment,  beef  and 
pork,  out  of  the  supplies  furnished  for  the  use  of  the 
prisoners,  ^vas  cooked  and  put  upon  our  table, for  our  use; 
from  July,  1849,  to  November,  1849,  one  half  of  the  beef 
supplied  for  our  table  came  from  the  supplies  of  meat  fur- 
nished for  the  prisoners,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  know- 
ledge and  belief. 

Subsequent  to  that  period,  and  down  to  the  time  I  left, 
beef,  more  or  less,  was  supplied  to  our  table  from  the  same 
source,  some  times  we  would  have  it  for  breakfast  and 
some  times  for  dinner;  I  am  not  able  to  state  the  number 
of  pounds  thus  furnished;  but  Jeremiah  Fowler,  the  former 
captain  of  the  cook-house,  spoken  of,  who  had  charge  of 
the  meat,  kept  an  account,  as  he  informed  me,  of  the  num- 
ber of  pounds  taken  from  the  cook-house  to  the  table  set 
for  our  use,  and  before  he  left,  and  since,  informed  me  that 
the  amount  was  upwards  of  three  thousand  pounds,  which 
I  believe  to  be  true;  Charles  Graham  was  appointed  iA 
the  place  of  Fowler,  as  captain  of  the  cook-house;  there 
is,  on  the  island,  a  garien,  called  the  kitchen  garden,  ap- 
propriated to  raising  vegetables  for  the  use  of  the  prison- 
ers, over  which  there  is  a  principal  gardener,  appointed 
by  the  Ten  Governors,  at  a  salary  of  five  hundred  dollars 
per  year;  in  this  garden  there  is  employed  six  or  seven 
prisoners,  in  raising  vegetables;  the  vegetables  which  were 
used  at  our  table  were  supplied  from  the  vegetables  raised 
in  that  garden  and  on  the  island,  and  from  potatoes  which 
were  purchased  and  sent  up  by  the  Ten  Governors,  with 
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the  exception  of  about  three  barrels,  which  Mr.  Keen  pur- 
chased; I  don't  know  of  any  other  veo:ctables  purchased 
by  Mr.  Keen  whilst  I  was  there;  Joshua  Sherwood  was 
gardener  in  ls')0  and  1851,  and  he  told  me  that  he  raised 
in  1851,  eight  hundred  bushels  of  potatoes  on  the  island, 
and  the  Governors  bought  eight  hundred  bushels  for  that 
year;  that  he,  Sherwood,  kept  an  account  of  what  was  used 
for  the  prisoners  and  for  the  sick  hospital,  and  that  it 
amounted  to  about  eight  hundred  bushels,  and  the  balance 
was  used  by  Mr.  Keen,  for  his  family  and  fowls;  I,  myself, 
saw,  during  that  winter,  when  potatoes  were  selling  for  a 
dollar  a  bushel,  boiled  potatoes  mashed  up,  and  fed  out  to 
the  poultry  that  he  kept;  he  k2])t  from  one  hundred  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  poultry  some  times  more  and  some  times 
less;  and  during  that  year  potatoes  were  boiled  up  and 
mixed  with  flour  and  made  into  bread  for  the  use  of  the 
boarders,  and  frequently  we  found  the  bread  was  spoiled 
by  the  overdose  of  potatoes,  so  much  so  that  -it  was  fre- 
quently the  subject  of  conversation  among  the  boarders  at 
table. 

During  the  first  week  after  Mr.  Keen  came  we  had  good 
sugar  and  good  coffee,  better  than  we  had  since;  I  took 
some  of  the  suirar,  examined  it,  and  compared  it  with  some 
of  the  sugar  that  was  provided  for  the  ])risoncrs,  and  in 
my  judgment  it  was  the  same,  and  lluit  kind  of  sugar  was 
furnished  for  our  table  until  November  following. 

I  saw  also  a  bag  of  coffee  which  I  knew  had  been  fur- 
nished by  the  Governors  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners,  stand- 
ing in  the  coffee  room,  apart  from  the  other  coffee,  from 
which  Gale,  who  had  charge  of  the  coffee  room,  supplied 
the  middle  house,  which  was  our  boarding  house,  by  the 
orders  of  Mr.  Keen. 


\ 
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When  Mr.  Acker,  the  former  warden  of  the  island,  and 
the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Keen,  left  the  island,  he  left  there 
a  number  of  sows,  boars  and  pigs,  &c.,  belonging  to  the 
public,  and  some  of  his  own,  which  I  understood  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, one  of  the  Governors,  purchased  for  the  -use  of  the 
island,  numbering  some  seventeen  to  twenty,  or  more; 
those  swine  were  fed  from  the  slops  from  the  cook-house, 
and  from  vegetables,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  establishment; 
the  pigs  were  afterwards  killed,  and  furnished  to  the  table 
of  the  boarders;  of  the  roasting  pigs  thus  furnished  I  kept 
an  account  of  thirty-three. 

In  the  latter  part  of  August  or  beginning  of  September, 
of  that  year,  they  began  killing  the  hogs,  killing  one  at  a 
time,  which  was  supplied  to  our  table;  they  continued  to 
kill,  from  time  to  time,  until  the  latter  part  of  November 
or  beginning  of  December,  when  six  were  killed  at  one 
time;  eleven  were  killed  in  the  January  following;  pork, 
from  these  hogs,  was  furnished  to  our  table,  as  I  verily  be- 
lieve, and  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Fowler,  who  killed  them, 
and  as  he  informed  me,  weighed  them,  and  cut  them  up, 
and  from  the  fact  that  Mr  Keen  purchased  no  pork  during 
that  period,  which  came  to  the  island,  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief;  after  this  an  order  came,  as  I  under- 
stood, from  the  Governors,  to  send  all  the  hogs  from  the 
Penitentiary  to  Randall's  Island,  and  when  they  were 
about  putting  the  hogs  in  a  boat  to  carry  them  up,  one  of 
the  sows  being  heavy  with  pig,  was  not  stnt  up,  and  Mr. 
Keen,  as  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Fowler,  told  him.  Fowler, 
to  mark  her  and  call  her  his,  which  was  done,  and  she  was 
not  sent  up. 

In  1849,  when  Mr.  Keen  became  Warden  of  the  Pent- 


Doc.  No.  55.)  1518 

tentiary,  one  "William  Barlow  was  a  prisoner,  under  sen- 
tence for  petit  larceny,  who  went  by  that  name,  who  was 
one  of  the  Hall  boys,  and  had  about  three  months  still  to 
serve;  Barlow,  in  my  presence,  shortly  after,  requested 
Mr.  Keen  to  let  him  go,  or  discharge  him,  and  after  some 
conversation,  said  that  he  had  about  three  months  to  stay, 
as  appeared  by  the  books,  but  that  he  did  not  know  whether 
the  books  were  correct,  and  would  see  about  it;  in  about 
ten  days  afterwards  Barlow  was  sent  for  to  come  to  the 
office,  where  the  books  were  kept,  and  to  bring  his  tally 
with  him,  (which  is  a  mark  hanging  at  the  cell  door  of  a 
prisoner,  containing  the  name,  occupation  and  term  of  im- 
prisonment, &c.,  of  a  prisoner.)  He  took  his  tally  and 
went  away,  and  shortly  after  returned  with  his  clothes, 
went  into  his  cell,  changed  his  prison  clothes,  and  put  on 
his  own,  went  oflF,  and  I  never  saw  him  on  the  island 
afterwards. 

A  prisoner  who  was  convicted  and  sentenced  for  petit 
larceny,  for  six  months  to  the  Penitentiary,  and  who  had 
run  away  during  said  sentence,  and  who  was  afterwards, 
and  before  the  expiration  of  this  sentence,  arrested,  con- 
victed, and  sentenced  again,  under  the  name  of  Joseph 
Pitts,  for  three  months  to  the  Penitentiary,  was  discharged 
by  Mr.  Keen,  after  the  expiration  of  tlie  last  sentence,  and 
before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  first  sentence. 

One  Moses  James  was  also  discharged  by  Mr.  Keen  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  his  sentence. 

During  the  years  1849,  1850  and  1851,  about  two  thou- 
sand pounds  of  marrow,  taken  from  the  bones  which  was 
in  the  beef  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  convicts,  and  worth 
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some  two  shillings  a  pound,  was  taken  by  Mr.  Keen,  and 
the  proceeds  appropriated  to  his  own  use,  as  I  was  in- 
formed by  Fowler,  and  which  I  believe  to  be  true:  the 
fat,  during  this  time,  was  sold  in  the  name  of  the  Gov- 
ernors, to  Charles  E.  Hill,  of  Turtle  Bay;  the  account  of 
which  was  kept  by  Mr.  Jacob  Ridabock,  the  Deputy  War- 
den of  the  Penitentiary,  and  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Rida- 
bock that  the  fat  amounted  in  1851,  to  seventeen  thousand 
five  hundred  and  sixteen  pounds;  it  was  worth  four  and  a 
half  dollars  a  hundred;  a  large  quantity  of  bones  were 
also  sold  by  Fowler;  correct  returns  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  which  bones  and  fat  was  not  made  by  Mr. 
Keen  to  the  Ten  Governors,  which  I  have  seen,  purport- 
ing to  be  printed  by  the  Governors. 

During  the  time  the  Penitentiary  Hospital  was  being 
erected  on  the  island,  during  the  years  1849  and  1850, 
under  a  contract,  Bartlett  Smith,  the  mason,  and  Mr.  Car- 
low,  the  carpenter,  a  number  of  the  prisoners  worked 
upon  the  building,  for  both  carpenter  and  mason,  from 
about  the  month  of  July,  1849,  until  the  following  winter, 
with  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Keen,  for  which  no  compensa- 
tion has  been  made  to  the  Governors  or  the  city,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief;  my  grounds,  and  only 
grounds,  for  making  this  statement  is  what  Bartlett  Smith 
told  me,  and  not  finding  it  in  the  yearly  printed  report  of 
the  Governors. 

For  the  mason  there  was  from  ten  to  twenty-four  would 
go  to  work;  for  the  carpenter  there  were  not  so  many; 
neither  the  carpenter  nor  mason  furnished  any  supplies  to 
the  prisoners,  to  my  knowledge,  whilst  they  were  at  work, 
except  rum  and  tobacco;  whether  this  rum  and   tobacco 
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was  furnished  with  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Keen  I  do  not 
know. 

Whilst  Judson,  commonly  known  as  Ned  Buutline,  was 
in  the  prison,  undergoing  his  sentence,  he  was  permitted 
by  Mr.  Keen  to  leave  the  island,  in  citizen's  clothes,  seve- 
ral times,  and  go  to  New  York;  at  one  time  1  saw  him  in 
New  York;  he  frequently  went  over  the  river  in  his  prison 
clothes,  and  sat  at  a  tavern  there  for  several  hours  at  a 
time;  I  have  seen  him  return  to  the  island  in  liquor. 

ISAAC  BRITTON. 

The  further  examination  of  the  witness  postponed  until 
Friday  the  22d  April,  18o3. 

Examination  of  witness  resumed,  April  22d,  1853. 

The  witness  says:  The  first  of  January,  1853,  I  was  on 
guard  in  the  prison,  and  in  the  evening  it  was  customary 
for  the  north  outside  door  of  the  male  prison  to  be  left 
open  until  the  outside  men  came  in,  alter  they  all  got  in 
the  outside  door  was  locked  on  the  in^;ide,  when  the  gene- 
ral gang  came  in,  each  keeper  of  a  tier  of  cells  had  a  key, 
and  had  charge  of  the  men  under  their  respective  charge, 
and  locked  them  up;  when  the  north  door  was  locked  up 
the  key  would  be  taken  out  by  one  of  the  guards  and 
locked  up  in  the  key  closet;  I  was  one  of  those  guards  that 
night,  and  locked  the  door  that  night;  about  between  six 
and  seven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I  went  around  to  ex- 
amine the  cells  on  each  tier,  as  was  customary;  when  I 
came  to  the  fifth  tier,  I  stiuck  my  hand  on  the  bolt,  and 
found  it  was  back;  I  opened  the  cell  and  lookod  in;  1  could 
see  nobody  in;  the  tally  was  on  the  door;  I  discovered  the 
prisoner  of  that  cell  was  gone;  1  then  went  immediately 
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to  the  keeper's  house,  and  saw  McKiimey,  who  had  locked 
up  that  tier,  and  informed  him  that  the  prisoner  had  gone, 
and  that  he,  McKinney,had  not  locked  up  the  cell;  and  he 
replied  that  he  had  locked  it  up:  two  or  three  of  the 
keepers  accompanied  me  to  the  cell,  and  found  the  prison- 
er had  escaped  from  the  north  outside  door,  which  had  not 
yet  been  locked:  upon  further  examination,  we  found  he 
had  escaped  from  the  island;  the  boat  was  gone. 

I  then  saw  Mr.  Keen,  and  communicated  the  facts;  Mr. 
Keen  inquired  into  the  facts,  and  laid  the  blame  of  the 
escape  of  the  prisoner  upon  me,  and  said  that  if  the  north 
door  had  been  locked,  the  man  would  not  have  escaped: 
I  admitted  that,  and  said  it  was  not  customary  to  lock  it 
until  the  outsiders  were  iu,  and  he  replied  that  I  was  not 
fit  to  be  there;  I  sometimes  did  lock  it,  and  sometimes  did 
not;  soraetimes,*wlicn  Mr.  Keen  passed  the  door  unlocked 
he  would  say  nothing  about  it,  and  at  other  times  he  would 
direct  it  to  be  locked:  this  was  the  reason  he  alleged  for 
discharsring  me. 

About  a  year  before,  two  men,  under  my  charge,  work- 
ing in  the  quarry,  escaped  from  the  island;  these  two  men 
went  to  the  usual  necessary  provided,  apparently  to  ease 
themselves;  they  there  slipped  their  clothing  off  and  sud- 
denly darted  into  the  river,  with  such  speed  that  I  could 
not  stop  them,  and  they  escaped. 

I  dont  know  that  the  prisoners,  Barlow,  Pitts  and  James, 
above  referred  to  as  being  discharged  by  Mr.  Keen,  or  any 
of  them,  were  discharged  under  orders,  on  writs  of  habeas 
corpus,  or  any  orders:  I  was  not  informed  so  by  any  one; 
I  know  tliat  Mr.  Keen  discharged  those  men  because  they 
2.3 
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went  away  in   the  day-time — that  is  the  only   reason  I 
know. 

I  have  seen,  time  and  again,  the  waiter  lake  the  marrow 
from  the  cook  house  early  in  the  morning  to  the  middle 
house,  and  that  is  the  way  I  know  Mr.  Keen  appropri- 
ated it. 

1  know  there  were  two  thousand  pounds,  by  information 
from  Mr.  Fowler,  but  in  no  other  way:  I  know  the  bones 
and  fat  were  sold,  by  information  from  Mr.  Fowler  and 
Mr.  Ridabock,  and  their  being  taken  away,  and  in  no 
other  way;  I  know  that  Mr.  Keen  appropriated  them, 
l)y  information  from  Mr.  Fowler,  and  through  the  yearly 
printed  report  of  the  Governors,  and  in  no  other  way. 

1  have  never  given  to  the  Ten  Governors  any  official 
information  of  these  appropriations,  or  th(?fee  wrongs  until 
since  I  have  left. 

I  had  the  printed  regulations  of  the  departments  in  my 
possession,  and  have  read  them,  and  those  applicalde  to 
the  penitentiary. 

1  first  gave  information  of  these  things  to  one  of  the 
governors,  viz:  Dugro,  in  January  last;  in  that  writ- 
ing, I  stated  all  the  material  facts  which  I  have  stated 
here:  I  had  previously  told  him.  verbally  of  it,  and  he 
asked  me  to  give  it  to  him  in  writing.  Previous  to  ray 
verbal  statement,  I  don't  know  whether  Governor  Dugro 
knew  any  thing  of  this  or  not;  before  this  I  had  stated  this 
to  Governor  McLaughlin,  verbally,  and  the  day  I  left  the 
Penitentiary  1  stated  to  Governor  Williams,  verbally, 
that  I  had  been  discharged,  and  then  made  some  com- 
plaints against  Mr.  Keen  to  him;  the  statement  1  made  to 
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Governor  McLaughlin  was  in  January  last;  this  was 
voluntarily,  as  also  was  that  to  Governor  Williams;  I  have 
talked  to  Governor  Pinkney  about  this,  three  or  four 
weeks  ago. 

The  above  are  all  the  governors  I  have  spoken  to  on 
this  subject;  I  don't  know  that  the  governors  have  investi- 
gated these  charges. 

I  have  never  inquired. 

Mr.  Keen  and  myself  were  not  ou  very  friendly  terms 
whilst  I  was  on  the  island,  because  I  found  fault  with  the 
board  of  the  keep<^rs,  and  I  spoke  of  it;  that  was  the  only 
reason  I  believe;  Mr.  Keen  never  remonstrated  with  me, 
except  when  I  would  strike  a  prisoner,  and  then  he  would 
say,!  must  not  strike  a  prisoner;  he  once  found  fault  with 
me  for  reading  a  newspaper  whilst  I  was  on  duty;  I  am 
not  hostile  to  Mr.  Keen,  nor  am  I  friendly. 

Afterwards,  in  conformity  with  Mr.  Keen's  orders,  I 
reported  a  man  for  punishment,  and  Mr.  Keen  had  him 
tied  up  and  flogged;  after  he  was  flogged,  Mr.  Keen  asked 
me,  why  do  you  report  such  matters  to  me,  why  did  you 
not  flog  him  ou  the  spot  ? 

1  answered,  I  did  so  in  obedience  to  your  orders. 

Once,  when  I  came  two  or  three  hours  after  my  time, 
Mr.  Keen  remonstrated  with  me  about  it. 

In  January  last,  I  caused  to  be  presented  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  a  document,  substantially  of  the  tenor  of  the 
document  annexed,  marked  Exhibit  A;  and  in  the  month 
of  March  last,  I  caused  to  be  presented  to  the  Board  of 
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Assistant  Aldermen  a  document,  of  which  the  said  annexed 
document,  Exhibit  A,  is  a  copy,  which  documents  arc  still 
pending  in  the  Common  Council:  these  were  voluntary- 
acts  on  mv  i)arl. 

ISAAC  BRITTON. 

Sworn  before  me,  the  20th  day  j 
of  April,  1S53,  and  examined  on  I 
that  day,  and  on  the  22d  dav  of  ( 
April.  1853.  '        ) 

F.  i\.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 

EXHIBIT  A. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  JVcw  York: 

The  undersigned  respectfully  represents  to  your  Hono- 
rable Body,  that  during  a  period  of  nearly  four  (4)  years, 
commencing  on  or  about  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  1849, 
Joseph  Keen,  "Warden  of  the  Penitentiary  on  Blackwcll's 
Island,  has  appropriated  to  his  own  use  and  profit,  large 
quantities  of  public  property;  and  that  during  the  same 
period,  the  said  Joseph  Keen  has  ])ccn  guilty  of  other 
offences  against  the  good  order  and  government  of  the 
Institution  under  his  charge,  rendering  him  unworthy  to 
occupy  any  longer  the  said  ofQcc. 

That  your  Honorable  Body  may  fully  understand  the 

serious  nature  of  these  charges,  the  undersigned  hereunto 

annexes  specifications  of  some  of  them,  together  with  his 

affidavit  setting  forth  their  truth,  and  respectfully  asks 

your  Honorable  Body  to  permit  him  to  appear  before  you 

with  competent  and  respectable  witnesses  to  substantiate 

each  and  every  charge. 

ISAAC  BRITTON, 

3.")  Allen  street. 
New  York.  Tth  March,  1853. 
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SPECIFICATIONS,  AC. 

That  the  said  Joseph  Keen,  on  or  about  the  first  day  of 
July,  1849,  discharged  from  the  Penitentiary  on  Black- 
well's  Island,  a  notorious  convict,  named  William  Barlow, 
and  at  the  time  of  such  discharge  there  were  three  months 
of  his  sentence  unexpired. 

That  the  said  Joseph  Keen,  in,  or  about  the  month  of 
June,  1850,  discharged  from  the  same  penitentiary,  a  con- 
vict known  by  the  name  of  '•'  Yellow  Dick,"  and  at  the 
time  of  such  discharge,  there  were  six  months  of  his 
sentence  unexpired. 

That  the  said  Joseph  Keen,  in  or  about  the  month  of 
April,  1851,  discharged  from  the  same  penitentiary,  a  con- 
vict named  McCarty,  (convicted  and  sentenced  under  an- 
other name,)  four  months  before  the  expiration  of  his  sen- 
tence; the  said  McCarty  being  now  in  the  said  penitentia- 
ry, undergoing  a  new  sentence,  under  the  name  of  Joseph 
Pitts. 

That  the  said  Joseph  Keen,  on  or  about  the  12th  day  of 
December,  1850,  discharged  from  the  same  penitentiary 
two  months  before  the  expiration  of  his  sentence,  a  convict 
named  Moses  James. 

That  the  said  Joseph  Keen,  during  divine  service  on  a 
certain  Sunday,  in  or  about  the  month  of  June,  1850,  took, 
or  caused  to  be  taken  from  the  public  store-house,  a  barrel 
of  mackerel,  and  converted  the  same  to  his  own  use  and 
profit,  the  said  mackerel  being  intended  for  the  use  of  the 
inmates  of  the  hospital. 

That  the  said  Joseph  Keen,  during  his  term  of  office, 
has  taken  or  caused  to  be  taken,  and  converted  to  his  own 
use  and  profit,  upwards  of  three  thousand  pounds  of  beef 
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and  pork,  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  iumates  of  said 
penitentiary,  and  thai  ho  has  also  converted  to  his  own 
use  and  ])rofit  large  quantities  of  vegetables,  intended  for 
the  use  of  the  convicts. 

That  the  said  Joseph  Keen,  during  the  years  184'.'  and 
1850,  took,  or  caused  to  be  taken  and  slaughtered  tliirty- 
three  (33)  pigs,  owned  by  the  city,  and  appropriated  the 
same  to  his  oWn  use  and  profit,  and  that  during  the  years 
1849  and  1850.  he  took,  or  caused  to  be  taken,  seventeen 
(17)  large  hogs  owned  by  the  city,  and  converted  the  same 
to  his  own  use  and  profit. 

That  the  said  Joseph  Keen,  during  his  term  of  oflice, 
has  appropriated  to  his  own  use,  various  sums  of  money 
belonging  to  deceased  convicts. 

That  the  said  Joseph  Keen,  during  the  years  1840,  1850 
and  1851,  appropriated  to  his  own  use  and  profit,  upwards 
of  two  thousand  pounds  of  marrow,  taken  from  the  beef 
purchased  for  the  use  of  the  convicts,  the  same  being  Avorth 
five  hundred  dollars,  more  or  less;  and  that  during  the 
same  period  he  has  appropriated  to  his  own  use  large 
quantities  of  "fat,"'  knowing  it  to  be  public  property. 

That  the  said  Joseph  Keen,  during  his  term  of  ofiicc, 
has  employed  a  number  of  female  prisoners  in  laco  and 
corset  making,  contrary  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
said  penitentiary,  and  that  the  proceeds  of  such  labor  has 
been  appropriated  by  him.  to  his  own  use  and  profit. 

That  he  has  hireil  out  large  numln-rs  of  convicts  to  con- 
tractors on  j)ublic  buildings  erected  on  the  island,  making 
no   returns  of  the  i)rocceds  of  their  labor  to  the  proper 


1527  CDoc.  No.  55. 

authorities:  that  during  the  year  1852,  he  has  employed  a 
convict  named  Thomas  Watt,  as  an  engraver,  and  appro- 
priated the  proceeds  of  his  labor  to  his  own  use. 

That  the  said  Joseph  Keen  has,  during  his  term  of  office, 

been  guilty  of  many  other  serious  offences  of  a   nature 

similar  to  the  above. 

ISAAC  BRITTON. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — On  the  seventh 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three, 
personally  came  before  me,  Isaac  Britton,  and  made  oath 
that  the  matters  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  document  are 
true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

JNO.  DRAKE, 
Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,ss: — Isaac  Britton,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and 
say,  that  he  has  in  no  way,  manner  or  sense,  been  influ- 
enced by  any  improper,  or  personal  feeling  towards  Joseph 
Keen,  in  making  the  within  charges,  and  that  he  has  no 
malice  or  personal  feelings  against  the  said  Joseph  Keen, 
which  has  caused  him  to  make  the  said  charges,  but  that 
the  same  was  made  for  the  public  good  only. 

ISAAC  BRITTON. 

Sworn  before  me.  this  8th  ] 
day  of  March,'  1853.     j 

Daniel  F.  Tiemann, 

Alderman  12th  Ward. 
(Endorsed.) 

Memorial  of  Isaac  Britton,  with  specifications  of  mis- 
demeanors committed  by   Joseph   Keen,  Warden  of  the 
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Penitentiary  on  Blackwell's  Island,  asking  for  investiga- 
tion of  the  same,  and  the  removal  of  said  Joseph  Keen 
from  office,  hv — 


No.  120. 


City  and  County  of  .^hc  Yoric,  ss: — Jacob  11.  Ridabock, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  am 
Deputy  Warden  of  Blackwell's  Island,  and  have  been  such 
since  the  Ten  Governors  have  had  charge  of  the  Alms- 
house Department,  last  June,  will  he  three  years. 

Mr.  Joseph  Keen  has  been  Warden  during  the  said  pe- 
riod; the  keepers  generally  board  with  the  Warden,  who 
deducts  our  board  from  our  pay;  at  the  table,  provided  for 
us,  for  about  the  period  of  ^^cvcn  months,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  our  boarding  with  him,  prison  bread,  more 
or  less,  was  furnished  to  us;  this  was  discontinued  after 
complaint  had  been  made  to  the  Governors. 

This  l)rcad  was  furnished  to  us  on  the  average,  during 
the  above  time,  between  once  and  twice  a  week;  the  rea- 
son assigned  for  giving  us  this  bread,  before  the  Gover- 
nors was,  that  he  had  not  suitable  arrangements  made  in 
his  family  for  baking.  From  the  fact  that  I  have  seen 
pork  go  from  the  cook-house  to  the  middle  house,  and  from 
its  appearance,  when  put  upon  the  table,  and  my  previous 
knowledge  of  meals,  being  a  butcher  by  trade,  I  believe  it 
to  have  l)een  the  pork  furnished  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners. 

This  occurred  during  some  of  the  months,  and  has  not 
occurred  since:  with  the  same  degree  of  knowledge,  I  be- 
lieve beef  was  furnished  for  our  table,  which  was  intended 
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for  the  prisoners,  during  about  the  same  period,  but  not 
since;  these  matters  were  the  subject  of  an  investigation 
by  a  Committee  of  the  Ten  Governors. 

There  is  a  garden  attached  to  the  Penitentiary,  and  the 
gardener  has  employed  under  him  some  six  or  eight  pris- 
oners 

The  vegetables  raised  in  this  garden,  and  the  surround- 
ing grounds,  were  used  at  this  table,  and  continues  to  be 
used. 

The  potatoes  purchased  for  the  prisoners  have  been  used, 
and  continue  to  be  used  on  our  table;  I  have  seen  these 
potatoes  boiled  and  used  for  feeding  the  fowls;  Mr.  Keen 
keeps  about  sixty  fowls:  before  the  examination  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Ten  Governors,  we  were  furnished,  at  our 
table,  with  potato  bread;  it  has  not  been  used  since,  to  my 
knowledge. 

Before  the  said  examination,  I  have  seen  sugar  supplied 
for  our  table,  which  resembled  the  sugar  purchased  for  the 
prisoners,  and  I  believe  it  to  have  been  the  same;  with  the 
exception  of  some  which  I  saw  on  the  table  a  few  days 
ago,  I  have  no  knowledge  that  any  had  been  put  on  our 
table  since  the  complaint. 

I  know  there  were  pigs  left  on  the  island,  when  Mr. 
Acker  left,  and  Mr.  Keen  succeeded  him,  which  were  fed 
from  the  slops  of  the  cook-house  of  the  establishment, 
some  of  which  were  afterwards  slaughtered  and  put  on  our 
table;  we  have  used,  on  our  table,  some  twenty  roasting 
pigs;  these  pigs  were  the  progeny  of  this  stock;  of  the  last 
hogs  that  were  killed,  one  was  a  boar,  and  was  not  fit  to 
be  used  by  a  human  being. 
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I  say  so,  because  my  protessiou  enables  me  to  judge;  1 
think  this  was  last  fall:  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Keen  about  it:  1 
told  him,  if  I  were  him,  I  would  not  subject  myself  to  be 
talked  about  among  the  keepers;  that  it  was  food  not  fit  to 
be  eaten;  he  told  me  he  was  glad  I  had  spoken  about  it: 
after  that  I  saw  no  more  of  it  on  the  table. 

I"  know  there  was  a  prisoner  on  the  island  by  the  name 
of  Billy  Barlow,  who  was  discharged  before  his  time  was 
up,  as  I  believe,  though  I  never  examined  the  books:  Billy 
told  me  himself,  that  Mr.  Keen  was  going  to  discharge  him 
before  his  time  was  u)). 

I  saw  the  book  in  which  the  account  of  the  fat  or  grease 
from  the  establishment  was  entered,  and  in  the  year  1851, 
it  amounted  to  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  and  six- 
teen ])ounds;  it  was  worth,  in  the  neighborhood  of  four 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds;  the 
bones  went  to  the  same  place  as  the  fat  or  grease,  at  an 
establishment  in  Forty-fifth  street,  near  Turtle  Bay. 

During  the  time  the  Penitentiary  Hospital  was  being 
erected  on  the  island,  in  the  years  1S49  and  1850,  prison- 
ers were  sent  by  Mr.  Keen  to  work  for  both  masons  and 
carpenters;  I  don't  know  the  nunil)er;  1  don't  know  wheth- 
er the  contractors  made  any  allowance  to  Mr.  Keen  for 
their  services. 

During  the  time  the  prisoner  Judson,  known  by  the  name 
of  Ned  Buntlino,  was  on  the  island,  undergoing  his  sen- 
tence,  he  was  permitted  to  leave  the  island  and  go  to  New 
York;  on  Buntline's  return  he  brought  with  him  a  turtle, 
and  said  he  hud  been  to  Fulton  market:   I  don't  know  of 
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his  being  oft"  at  any  other  time,  except  when  he  was  away 
as  a  witness. 

Having  been  fed  pretty  freely  with  mackerel,  which,  I 
believed,  had  been  sent  by  the  Ten  Governors  to  the  island 
for  the  prisoners,  Mr.  Flaghler,  the  clerk,  directed  a  bar- 
rel of  mackerel,  which  was  furnished  for  the  use  of  the 
prisoners,  and  which  belonged  to  the  Ten  Governors,  to  be 
placed  in  the  store-room  adjoining  the  office, andrequested 
me  to  see  if  it  was  removed;  on  Sunday,  the  following 
day,  whilst  I  was  sitting  in  the  office,  looking  through  the 
window,  I  saw  one  of  the  prisoners  coming  with  an  empty 
wheelbarrow;  he  went  round  to  the  back  door  of  the  store- 
room, and  soon  after  returned,  with  the  barrel  of  macke- 
rel, on  the  wheelbarrow,  and  carried  it  down  to  the  mid- 
dle house,  where  Mr.  Keen  resides:  I  soon  afterwards  went 
in  the  store-room,  and  found  the  mackerel  was  gone;  the 
next  day  I  reported  this  to  Mr.  Flaghler;  after  that  we 
had  plenty  of  mackerel,  which,  I  believe;  came  from  that 
barrel . 

Mr.  Flaghler  gave  me  a  book  at  one  time,  to  keep,  and 
which  I  now  have,  having  an  entry,  as  follows: 

"  Cash  paid  by  prisoners,  on  account  of  expense  on  their 
discharge  from  Penitentiary: 

1850,  May  22,  Thomas  Gibbons $2  50 

"      27,  Dennis  Coustreny 4  00" 

which  i.s  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Flaghler. 

From  the  feed  that  is  sent  to  the  island,  for  the  use  of 
the  Penitentiary  department,  some  is  used  by  Mr.  Keen, 
for  feeding  his  own  cow  and  poultry. 
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1  kftfjfW  that  Thomas  Watt,  wbiUt  a  pri»^"-  the 
iRlarKl.  wa«  frnjrag*;'!  at  fjTij^ravinjr,  h^;  wa«i  '  i  V^y 

Mr  K«?eri. 

Amouft  ffihfjT  tWinfCP,  hf.  f:Jif(rA7fA  thft  Cry»tal  Palace, 
on  a  cox'p*'  *>^  '*t'J''^  plat't;  what  wai  ^Jori«  with  th^;  plate, 
after  it  wa«  fmjrrav^yJ,  f  don't  know. 

Since  Mr.  Flashier  ha»  ^>^;':n  on  the  inland,  with  hift  fam- 
ilf,  rr»cal,  fno!?i^»/;<,  Ace,  hav*;  b<;CTi  tak^Ti  from  th';  artlclf^ 
forr»i»h/;d  ^y  the  T^i  Gov^jrnor^,  and  have  l^;cn  used  for 
hi;<  family,  without  any  ac^/nnt  >><rjni''  tftken  of  It.  f/)  my 
know]cj\f(f,. 

Hworn,  hefof;  m-,  ti.i^  Hfth  ^ 
day  of  Jnly,   \Hr,Z.  \ 

V .  K.  TifJ/ir',  iitf.hftUr. 
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Ti/y  «/i//  (^fninty  of  JW;/j  Kw/r,  ;»#; — .Iomhi;a  ."^IIKnwoO/J, 
J/ttnff  daly  »worn,  (U;\t<tn«:n  and  xayx  fi«  follow/:  I  firn  one 
of  the  \i('Jz]t*'.r%  of  the  I'enit/jntiary  on  (Jl?u;kweir«  Inland; 
I  hare  U:en  a  Vcj-yr,  next  Hept*;ml»er  will  We  four  yearji;  f 
wan  r^nployed  jm-a  keejK;r,  Imt  performed  other  duty,  and 
amonfiT  the  dutie?!,  Mup<;rlntended  jrardeninj(  and  farrninf(on 
the  inland;  J  have  not  aft/Tid'd  f/»  fli»-  {/;ardeninj<  or  farm- 
inj(  ftin^y?  Ia«tt  uprinf^,  a  year  aj<o;  drjrinj(  the  tim'-  I  did 
att/;nd  t/*  the  farming  and  (/ardenin^;  I  ha/|  eharj<e  of  the 
re^etablcD,  dnrin)(  that  time  they  did  not  rai<(ij  potatoes 
enOTi((h  fir*  nupfdy  the  \tn*<iuirn;  they  pur'hafu;/!  potaUieH, 
and  ',\  v^-ar  a^O  la^l   fall    lli«y  (»fir'  h;!-"')  ;i    lar;r<'  /(uantity 


nml  1  .should  say.  soun'  si\  or  sovoti  luuulrod  bushols;  thnt 
yonr  wo  rnisotl  olovon  humlrod  luishols  on  tho  isl:intl:  Mr. 
Koon  used  lor  his  taujily  iwui  bonrdors,  and  boiloil  for  tho 
poultry,  anil  usoil  in  llioso  ways.  I  sho\»lil  say,  ns  much  as 
five  or  six  hmulroil  bushols  s\  yonr. 

Tlioso  |>ot!\toos  h(Mvo\ihl  tako  tVoiu  ihoso  rurnii^hod  by  tho 
Ton  tlt>von\ors  lor  iho  uso  ot'  tho  prisot»;  duriuij:  tl»o  wholo 
porioii  1  \v!»s  ihoro.  until  withiii  n  yoar  \\\u\  n  h.niraji'o.  uU  tho 
potatoes  whioh  Mr.  Kooiu  bought  x\\u\  broniiht  to  tho  isbmd 
did  not  oNoood  six  bnsUots  Inll.  to  tho  bi>st  ol'  niy  Know- 
ledge; Mr.  Kowlor,  whilst  ho  was  on  tho  island,  was  oap- 
tain  of  the  oot)k-houso  and  would  make  his  draft  upon  n»o 
for  potatoes  lor  tho  uso  of  tho  prison  whioh  ho  did,  for 
nino  bushels  a  woi^k  I'or  about  t(M>  i\)(M>lhs  of  the  year,  tho 
other  two  months,  tho  prisoners  went  without  theiu:  dur- 
itjg  tho.saiue  ptM'iod  tho  re(]uisition  for  tho  two  hospitals 
was  from  a  half  a  buslnd  to  three  peeks  a  day  for  tho  satno 
period  of  tiun^:  duriuji'  fho  two  mouths  when  the  potatoes 
ran  low  a\id  rtMpiisiliims  eamo  I'or  them.  Mr.  'M\{\  Mr.s. 
Iveen.  wmdd  loll  mo  to  keep  them  baek.  and  not  supply 
thorn — but  Ihoy  wotdd  use  (Ixmu  in  their  own  latnily;  jfCUC- 
rally  during  the  time  I  have  been  (here  tln^  eow  ami  poid- 
try  id'  Mr.  Keetu  have  lun^t  led  from  the  t\u'poration  food; 
thv  oidy  thin,!4'  I  have  known  him  lo  purehasi^  was  a  lew 
buli*s  of  hay,  and  some  ship  stulVal  oi\o  time. 

At  tuie  time  th<M'tM"anu*  to  (he  island,  about  two  yortt's 
ngo,  om>  lumdi'ed  bnslnds  of  polalois  in  (wo  lots  o(  fifty 
luisheh  t«aeh;  of  (ho  first  lot  Mr.  l''owier  ,i;ot  for  tlnniiio 
of  (he  prisoners  about  uiut>  bushels:  Mr.  I'^owlor  stmt  an 
ordtM"  for  more,  and  Mr.  ktM>n  diieeled  me  not  to  lei  thom 
go;    of   the  next    rifly  Imshels   he   uot    two   mes-uvs   of   nine 
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bushels  each:  they  got  their  usual  quantity  for  the  hospi- 
tals until  they  were  gone;  the  rest  were  used  by  Mr. 
Keen's  family  and  boarders. 

1  boarded  with  Mr.  Keen,  and  before  the  investigation 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Ten  Governors,  our  table  was 
supplied  generally  with  prison  bread,  and  meat  occasion- 
ally, Avhich  was  purchased  for  the  prisoners. 

The  hogs  belonging  to  the  estal>li.shment  were  slaugh- 
tered four  years  ago  this  ensuing  fall — shortly  after  I  came 
there — and  were  cut  up  in  the  cook-house  under  Mr.  Fow- 
ler's directions,  salted  down,  the  sausage  meat  sent  to  the 
middle  house,  made  into  sausage  and  \^  as  eaten  by  Mr. 
Keen's  family  and  boarders;  the  hams  and  shoulders  were 
pickled  and  sent  to  New  York,  and  smoked  and  returned, 
and  used  in  his  family  the  same  way. 

1  never  have  had  any  controversy  or  quarrel  with  Mr. 
Keen;  I  can't  say  that  he  kept  back  any  of  my  wages, 
but  I  was  taken  sick  in  March,  1852,  and  was  absent,  sick, 
a  little  over  two  months;  when  Mr.  Keen  sent  me  my 
wages,  he  sent  me  ten  dollars  short,  each  month;  whether 
he  deducted  it  for  board  or  on  what  account,  I  don't  know, 
I  never  asked  liini. 

The  fuel  and  light,  and  house  beds,  and  bedding,  are 
furnished  to  Mr.  Keen  by  the  Corporation,  as  T  under- 
stand it. 

JOSHUA  SHERWOOD. 

Sworn  bC^'ore  me,  this  19th  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  j 

F.  K.  TiLLOi',  Rccordir. 
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No.  122. 

City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — Robert  McGee, 
being  duly  affirmed,  says:  I  am  appointed  foreman  of  the 
shoe  shop  on  Blackwell's  Island,  and  am  a  keeper;  I  was 
there  under  Mr.  Acker,  when  he  was  warden-,  and  have 
continued  under  Mr.  Keen;  the  governors  furnished  the 
leather  and  supplies  for  my  department  on  my  requisition. 

During  time  Mr.  Keen  has  been  there  I  have  done  work 
for  his  family,  he  finding  the  leather;  I  did  this  by  per- 
mission of  Mr.  Williams,  one  of  the  governors. 

Whenever  I  have  done  work  for  Mr.  Keen  lie  has  fur- 
nished the  leather,  or  I  did,  and  replaced  it  afterwards;  I 
have  done  work  for  the  keepers  also,  they  furnishing  the 
leather;  I  have  made  new  work  and  repaired  old,  for  Mr. 
Keen,  his  family  and  the  keepers;  when  I  say  I  made  and 
repaired,  it  was  done  in  my  department;  I  have  kept  no 
account  of  it;  for  the  last  year,  I  think  it  would  have  cost 
Mr.  Keen  about  twenty  dollars  for  work  done  in  the  de- 
partment if  done  outside;  for  previous  years,  I  cannot  form 
an  estimate  now;  I  keep  an  account  of  all  the  work  I  do 
for  the  department,  but  for  what  I  do  for  Mr.  Keen  and 
family,  and  the  keepers,  I  keep  no  account;  the  work  thus 
done  for  the  keepers,  was  generally  done  as  overwork,  for 
which  the  keepers  would  give  them  some  little  compen- 
sation. 

ROBERT  McGEE. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  21st ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  123. 

City  and  County  of  .AVu"  York,  ss: — Wu.liam  W.  JJow, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  am 
master  carpenter,  and  have  charge  of  the  wheelwrights, 
coopers,  turners  and  painters  on  Blackwell's  Island,  and 
am  also  one  of  the  keepers:  I  came  there  with  Mr.  Keen; 
Bartlett  Smith  had  the  contract  for  the  mason's  work  for 
the  Penitentiary  Hospital,  which  was  under  way  when  1 
came  there;  Mr.  Cairo w  had  the  contract  for  the  carpen- 
ter's work:  none  of  the  prisoners  worked  on  that  building 
as  carpenters:  there  were  prisoners  worked  as  laborers;  I 
should  think  there  were  about  fifteen  or  twenty;  these 
prisoners  were  to  work  there  when  I  came  there — 1  don't 
know  the  exact  number  of  men  or  how  long  they  worked 
there:  I  boarded  with  Mr.  Keen  whilst  on  the  island,  with 
the  exception  of  some  three  or  four  months:  I  don't  know 
of  my  own  knowledge,  that  they  used  prison  bread  or 
prison  meat  at  our  table;  I  am  no  judge  of  the  articles:  1 
took  no  notice:  whilst  there  1  purchased  a  wagon  from 
Mr.  Keen  for  eight  or  ten  dollars;  the  wagon  l)elonged  to 
the  Penitentiary  establishment. 

WM.    W.    DOW. 

Sworn,  July  21,  1858,  \ 
boforr  liU'.  I 

F.  li.  TiLJ/>u.  Raunii, . 


No.  121, 


City  and  County  <>/'  JS'cw  IV/r,  .vi." — Wiluam  Sava(JK, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  112  Ridge  street;  I  am  a  laborer:  1  was  a  prisoner  on 
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Blackwell's  Island  three  years  ago  this  summer,  for  a  riot; 
whilst  there  I  drove  a  cart  for  Mr.  Keen;  I  never  carted 
anv  barrels  of  fat  or  grease  whilst  there. 


WILLIAM  X  SAVxVGE. 


Sworn  before  me.  this  21st  ] 
day  of  July,  1853.  f 


F.  R.  TiLLOU.  Recorder. 


No.  125. 

City  and  County  of  jYnv  York,  as: — Jeremiah  H.  Fow- 
ler, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows:  1  re- 
side No.  59  Leonard  street;  I  am  a  policeman  of  the  Fifth 
District,  and  have  been  for  the  last  eighteen  months;  I 
was  captain  of  the  cook-house  on  Blackwell's  Island,  and 
commenced  my  duties  when  Mr.  Keen  was  appointed  War- 
den, and  continued  there  in  that  capacity  until  February 
1852. 

1  boarded  with  Mr.  Keen;  my  board  was  deducted  from 
my  pay;  $10  a  month  was  the  board;  the  keepers  also 
boarded  with  Mr.  Keen;  occasionally,  during  the  whole 
time  I  boarded  there,  a  portion  of  the  bread  supplied  for 
our  tabic  was  prison  bread;  I  don't  know  any  reason  that 
was  assigned  for  it  except  that  Mr.  Keen  did  not  get  his 
flour  up;  occasionally  beef  and  pork  from  the  prison  sup- 
plies would  be  furnished  for  our  table;  this  was  during  the 
whole  time  I  boarded  there;  this  would  be  as  often  as 
once  a  week;  there  was  no  reason  assigned  for  this,  and  I 
don't  know  of  any;  I  cannot  state  now  the  amount  used 
without  referring  to  my  memorandums.  I  have  stated  in 
24 
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round  numbers  how  ihucli  was  used;  1  think  it  was  about 
three  thousand  pounds  altogether,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection; there  were  vegetables  from  the  kitchen  garden 
used  for  our  table:  this  was  the  usual  practice;  prisoners 
were  in  tlic  habit  of  working  in  that  garden;  the  daily- 
supplies  of  vegetables  from  this  garden  continued  during 
the  whole  time  I  was  there:  no  reason  was  assigned  for 
this  practice;  Mr.  Keen  used  the  potatoes  sent  by  the 
Governors  for  the  use  of  the  i)risoners;  he  also  used  pota- 
toes raised  in  the  garden;  some  of  the  potatoes  were 
mashed  up  and  used  for  feeding  poultry;  I  dorit  know  the 
value  of  the  potatoes  at  this  time;  bread  was  made  of  the 
potatoes  for  our  table.  1  think  there  was  about  thirty 
boarders  whilst  I  was  there;  Mr.  Reed,  of  the  Ninth  ave- 
nue, was  Mr.  Keen's  private  butcher,  and  come  once  a 
week;  I  don't  know  the  quantity  of  meat  Mr.  Keen  pur- 
ceased  from  him;  Mr.  Flaghler,  the  clerk,  had  the  charge 
of  the  supplies  for  the  island:  I  kept  an  account  of  the 
meat  which  went  from  the  penitentiary  supplies  to  the 
middle  house.  The  book  now  produced,  contains  the  ac- 
count I  kept. 

It  contains  an  accurate  statement  of  the  pounds  and 
dates.  In  the  month  of  June,  1840,  oo  lbs.  beef;  July, 
124  lbs.;  August,  207  lbs.;  September,  134  lbs.;  October, 
179  lbs.;  November,  147  lbs.;  December,  148  lbs.  of  beef, 
and  30  lbs.  of  pork;  January,  1850,  363  lbs.,  of  which  62 
lbs.  were  beef,  and  301  lbs.  pork:  February,  90  lbs.  beef 
and  81  lbs.  pork:  March,  78  lbs.  licef  and  84  lbs.  i)ork: 
April,  23  lbs.  beef  and  71  lbs.  i)oik:  May,  20  lbs.  pork, 
and  June,  32  lbs.  pork.  The  above  meat  was  taken  from 
the  cook-house  to  the  middle  house  to  supply  Mr.  Keen's 
family  and  boarders;  no  requisition  was  drawn  for  it;  Mr. 
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Keen's  waiter  came  for  it:  Mr.  Keeu,  after  June,  1850 
whilst  I  was  there  did  not  send  for  any  more  meat  to  the 
cook-house;  he  was  informed,  as  I  understood,  that  I  kept 
an  account  of  it. 

There  were  hogs  kept  on  the  island,  belonging  to  the 
Governors,  at  the  public  expense;  some  of  these  were 
slaughtered,  and  roasting  pigs  also,  and  w^ent  to  the  mid- 
dle house  to  supply  Mr.  Keen's  family  and  boarders;  I 
kept  an  account  of  these,  as  far  as  I  knew,  in  the  same 
book. 

On  the  28th  August,  1849,^,there  were  3  hogs  Aveighing 
300  lbs.;  September  6,  3  roasting  pigs;  September  17,  1 
hog,  280  lbs.;  September  29,  2  roasting  pigs  and  1  hog 
weighing  60  lbs.;  October  8,  1  hog  weighing  110  lbs.; 
November  1,  3  roasting  pigs;  November  15,  1  hog,  weigh- 
ing 70  lbs.,  and  2  roasting  pigs;  November  28,  1  hog 
weighing  130  lbs.;  DecemberpO,  1  hog  weighing  168  lbs.; 
1850,  March  16,  2  roastinggpigs;  April  27,3  roasting  pigs; 
May  24,  2  roasting  pigs;  July  6,  3  roasting  pigs;  July  14, 
3  roasting  pigs;  these  all  went  to  the  middle  house  for  the 
use  of  Mr.  Keen's  family  and  boarders. 

In  the  fall  of  1849  and  winter  of  1850,  hogs  were 
slaughtered  on  the  island,  belonging  to  the  Governors, 
sixteen  at  one  time  and  eleven  at  another,  which  are  not 
entered  in  the  book.  The  pork  was  salted  down,  and  the 
hams  and  shoulders  cured,  and  were  used  principally  at 
the  middle  house  for  Mr.  Keen's  family  and  boarders;  I 
think  Mr.  Keen  gave  some  of  the  hams  and  shoulders  that 
were  not  used  by  him,  to  some  of  the  keepers;  the  bones 
that  were  collected  were  put  in  barrels;  a  Dutchman  from 


Doc.  No.  55.)  1540 

the  New  York  side,  who  had  a  bone-boiling  e.staldisliment. 
came  over  and  got  them,  and  1  rendered  an  acconnt  of 
them  to  Mr.  Flaghler,  the  clerk.  The  fat,  marrow  and 
grease,  went  to  an  establishment,  of  which  Charles  E.  Hill 
was  foreman,  at  Turtle  Bay.  There  was  a  pass  book  with 
that  house,  in  which  it  was  all  entered,  and  which  I  re- 
turned to  Mr.  Flaghler:  There  were  also  kegs  of  nmrrow, 
the  best  of  which  was  selected  and  sent  for  use  to  the 
middle  house,  and  between  June  4,  1841>,  and  12th  Feb- 
ruary, 1852,  one  thousand  and  ninety-four  pounds  of  mar- 
row, three  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  of  lard,  and  forty 
pounds  of  pork  fat  was  used  at  the  middle  house  by  Mr. 
Keen,  his  family  and  boarders,  which  belonged  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  the  Alms-house,  and  formed  part  of  the  public 
pro])erty:  between  the  months  of  September,  October  and 
December,  1851,  including  the  month  of  January,  1852, 
there  were  eight  hogs  slaughtered,  and  weighing  eight 
hundred  and  ninety  pounds,  and  ten  roasting  pigs,  all  of 
which  went  to  the  middle  house  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Keen's 
family  and  l)oarders. 

Wholher  Mr.  Keen  kept  an  account  of  lhi.>^.  and  ren- 
dered it  to  the  Alms-house  Department,  J  don't  know.  Of 
the  beef  above-mentioned,  that  went  to  the  middle  house, 
the  best  pieces  were  selected  from  the  supplies  furnished 
by  Mr.  Jenkins,  under  his  contract. 

I  rendered  no  copy  of  the  book  above  spoken  of  to  any 
l)ody;  1  kept  it  for  my  own  satisfaction;  I  also  kept  an 
account  of  all  articles  under  my  charge;  the  leaf  which 
appears  now  to  be  torn  out  of  the  book,  was  torn  out 
without  my  knowledge  or  consent;  my  desk  was  opened, 
and  this  book  was  taken  away  and  was  gone  for  a  day, 
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and  the  missing  leaf,  I  presume,  was  taken  then ;  my  desk 
was  locked  when  the  book  Avas  taken;  I  found  it  locked 
when  the  book  was  gone,  and  the  desk  was  locked  when 
I  found  the  book  was  returned,  and  so  I  presume  my  desk 
was  opened  by  a  false  key. 

A  substantial  copy  of  the  entries  in  said  book  is  here- 
with annexed,  marked  Exhibits  A,  B  and  C. 

J.  H.  FOWLER. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  21st ) 
day  of  July,  1853.       j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 

Exhibit  A,  referred  to  in  the  annexed  deposition,  con- 
taining an  account  of  beef  and  pork: 

Count  of  meat  to  the  middle  house. 

1849.  lbs. 

June  12,  beef  12  11  10 

18,  .         12  12  10 

24,  12  16  13 

30,  19  17  8 

55  lbs.     18       8 

July  7,  12        21       11 

13,  11        23      11 

22,  11        25      18 

23,  9        26       8 

24,  10        27       8 

25,  10        28       6 

26,  10        29       a 

27,  10.  207  lbs. 
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lbs 

July  28, 

10 

Sept.  10 

15 

29. 

10 

11 

13 

30, 

11 

14 

18 

31, 

10 

15 

H 

124  lbs. 


18 


11 


Auff. 


1, 
2. 
3, 
4, 
5, 
6, 

7, 


IbH. 

10 

19 

8 

10 

20 

21 

10 

23 

10 

10 

26 

12 

10 

27 

10 

10 

29 

8 

10 


134  lbs. 


8, 
9, 
6, 
16, 
17, 
18. 
20, 
23, 
24, 
25, 
27. 


lbs. 

10 

Oct 

2 

18 

10 

3 

20 

10 

4 

10 

20 

6 

9 

10 

9 

9 

9 

11 

8 

18 

14 

13 

10 

15 

12 

24  pork, 

17 

30 

10  do.  l>ccf. 

— 

17 

If) 

10. 

24 

29. 


10 


178  lbs. 
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1850. 

lbs 

Aug.  31. 

5 

Jan.    2,  pork. 

10 

179  lbs. 

4,     do 

10 

lbs. 

Not.   11, 

8 

4,  beef, 

18 

14, 

10 

5,  beef, 

10 

15. 

8 

11,  beef, 

14 

•  16, 

12 

11,  1  bog, 

235 

17. 

10 

22,  pork, 

15 

18, 

8 

24,   do 

10 

20, 

9 

27,   do 

13 

21, 

9 

28,   do 

10 

22, 

12 

31,   do 

18 

24, 

12 

363  lbs 

lbs. 

25, 

10 

Feb.  1,  beef, 

25 

27, 

10 

4.   do 

10 

28, 

10 

5,   do 

8 

29, 

10 

12,  do 

3 

30, 

9 

19,   do 

8 

147  lbs. 

20,   do 

12 

lb?. 

Dec    1, 

36 

23,  do 

13 

2, 

10 

lb3 

99  lbs 

Feb.    4,  pork, 

13 

26,  pork 

9 

5,    do 

8 

94 
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Feb.  14,    do 

12    1850,  May    7,  pork, 

20 

16,    do 

10            June    5, 

10 

19,     do 

12              do    27, 

12 

22,     do 

11 

26,     do 

15 
Pork  81  lbs.      . 

Ibe. 

March   2,  beef, 

12 

4,   do 

15 

t 

8,   do 

17 

8,   do 

14 

15,   do 

10 

20,  do 

10 
78  lbs. 

lbs 

March   6,  pork, 

12 

10,     do 

14 

12,     do 

11 

15,     do 

12 

16,     do 

13 

24,     do 

10 

27,    do 

12 
84  lbs. 

lbs. 

April    4,  pork, 

10 

9,     do 

14 

13,  beef. 

16 

15,     do 

7 

18,  pork, 

10 

20,  pork, 

20 

25,  pork, 

8 
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Exhibit  B,  referred  to  in  the  preceding  deposition,  con- 
taining an  account  of  hogs  and  pigs. 

Pork  account,  middle  house. 


1849, 

Aug.    28. 

1  liog, 

150  lbs. 

u 

do     do     do 

75 

u 

do     do     do 

76 

Sept.    6, 

Three  roasting 

pigs. 

:'      17, 

Ihog, 

280 

••      29, 

Two  roasting  pigs, 

>l              u 

do  1  hog, 

60 

Oct.    8, 

One  hog, 

110 

Nov.    1, 

Three  roasting  pigs, 

15, 

One  hog, 

70 

11      •( 

do  two  roasting 

■  pigs, 

28, 

One  hog, 

130 

Dec.   20, 

One  hog, 

168 

M'ch  16, 

2  roasting  pigs. 

April  27, 

3  roasting  pigs. 

May  24, 

2         do 

Jnly     6, 

3  roasting  pigs. 

do    14, 

3 

1851, 

Sept.  18, 

1  Pig> 

75 

"      20, 

Ipig: 

78 

Sept.  26, 

3  roasting  pigs, 

October  1, 

1851, 

from  the  1st  to  the  11th,    6  roasting 

pigs, 

dp      20, 

Ipig, 

Dec.   29, 

1  hog, 

165  lbs. 

1852, 

Jan.     7, 

2  hogs. 

285    " 

do    23, 

3  hogs. 

295    " 
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Exhibit  C,  referred  to  in  tlic  annexed  deposition,  con- 
taining an  account  of  marrow,  Sec. 

Account  of  murrov,  middle  housi'. 

ISW.  \h.<.  I(S.51.  lbs. 

June    4,  1  keg,                   25  Jan.    \\  34 

July  23,  1  keg,                   25  18,  34 

!<>,  1  keg,                    25  12,  pork  fat.     40 

Aug.  15.  1  keg.                   25  Feb.  14,  marrow,     50 

Sept.  G,  2  kegs,                  45  M'ch    3,  44 

15,  Ikeg,                   25  7.  31 

17.  mar.                      15  17,  32 

Nov.  4,  do                         4  27.  40 

6.  do                      372  April  11.  45 

21,  Ikeg,  23  26,  45 
Dec.  17.  1  keg,                   25  May  13,  40 

25,  lard,                      29  21.  37 
1850, 

Jan.  11,  1  keg,                   28  June  10.  47 

22,  barrel  lard,  283  10,  21 
Feb.  20,  1  keg  (marrow)  34  July  14,  51 
M'ch  21,  Ikeg,  30  Aug.  16,  60 
Ap'l  1.  1  firkin,  30  Sept.  7.  25 
May    7.  30  23,  25 

15,  10  Oct.  21,  53 

June  1,  33  Dec.    3,  35 

19.  43  26.  40 

July  8,  33  1852,  Jan.  24,  30 

Aug.  14,  34  Feb.  12.  33 

Sept.  8.  84 

Oct.  7,  34 

Nov.  8.  34 

Dec.  9,  34 
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No.  126. 
City  and  County  of  JWio  York,  ss: — Charles  H.  Hill, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:— I  reside 
corner  Third  avenue  and  Fifty-first  street;  I  am  a  mer- 
chant; I,  at  one  time,  had  charge  of  a  soap  factory,  at 
Turtle  bay.  East  river,  Forty-fifth  street:  I  purchased 
grease  from  the  Penitentiary,  Black  well's  Island.  ♦• 

Bill  from  December  6,  1849  to  March  1850,  for  six  hun- 
dred and  fifty-three  dollars  and  eight  cents,  marked  Ex- 
hibit A,  produced. 

This  bill  was  paid  to  Mr.  Phillips,  the  Clerk  of  the 
Governors  of  the  Alms-house,  on  22d  June,  1850,  as  ap- 
pears by  his  receipt. 

Bill  from  June  6,  1850  to  September  27,  1850,  for  four 
hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents,  mark- 
ed Exhibit  B,  produced. 

This  was  paid  to  Mr.  Phillips,  January  9,  1851,  as  ap- 
pears by  his  receipt.  Bill  from  December  28,  1850  to 
August  1851,  for  four  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars  and 
eighty-four  cents,  marked  Exhibit  C,  produced.  This  was 
paid  to  Mr.  Phillips,  December  16, 1851,  as  appears  by  his 
receipt.  Bill  from  September,  1851  to  September,  1852, 
for  four  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and  sixty-three 
cents,  marked  Exhibit  D,  produced.  This  was  paid  De- 
cember 16,  1852,  to  Mr.  Phillips,  as  per  his  receipt.  The 
above  bills  are  for  grease  and  bones  from  the  different  de- 
partments of  the  Alms-house.  These  bills  arc  all  the  pur- 
chases of  grease  and  bones  by  myself,  for  the  New  York 
Manufacturing  Association,  (which  was  conducted  by  me) 
from  the  Alms-house  Department,  except  for  the  present 
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year,  which  bill  is  not  not  yet  rendered.  For  the  present 
year  I  am  receiving  grease  in  ray  own  name,  the  associa- 
tion business  having  been  closed.  That  which  1  have  been 
receiving  for  the  present  year,  1  have  to  account  to  tlic 
department  for. 

The  following  bills  are  produced  by  the  witness,  and 
nrarkcd  Exhi1>its  E  and  F,  and  herewith  annexed.  These 
bills  are  for  grease,  which  I  purchased  in  behalf  of  the 
association,  from  i\Ir.  Joseph  Keen,  individually,  and  paid 
him  for,  as  per  receipts  on  the  bills:  bill  produced  bj'  wit- 
ness, marked  exhibit  G,  and  hereto  annexed.  This  bill  is 
also  for  grease,  which  I  purchased  from  Mr.  Keen,  and 
paid  the  amount  thereof  to  Mr.  Fowler,  who  was  captain 
of  the  cook-house,  on  Blackwcll's  Island,  as  appears  by  his 
receipt:  there  was  some  other  grease  which  I  purchased 
from  Mr.  Keen,  for  which  I  can  find  no  vouchers  at  pres- 
ent; its  value,  I  should  not  think,  could  have  exceeded  fifty 
dollars,  and  which  was  received  at  various  times;  Mr. 
Keen  told  me  he  boarded  the  keepers  on  the  island,  and 
the  grease  which  he  sent  me  was  obtained  from  his  own 
family;  the  above  grease  and  bones  spoken  of  comprehends 
all  the  grease  and  bones  I  have  purchased  from  the  island, 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection;  when  grease  or  bones  would 
be  sent  to  me,  the  quantity  would  be  marked  on  a  pass- 
book, or  other  memorandum,  which  would  be  compared 
with  my  entries,  when  the  department  would  make  out  its 
bills:  this  applied  to  the  grease,  itc,  furnished  by  the 
Alms-house  department.  15111  marked  exhibit  H, produced 
by  witness,  and  hereto  annexed. 

This  is  for  damaged  salt,  which  1  purchased  from  Mr. 
Fowler,  the  captain  of  the  cook-house,  and  |)aid  him   for 
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it;  Mr.  Fowler  told  me  this  salt  was  given  to  him  to  be  re- 
moved from  the  island,  as  it  was  in  the  way,  and  consid- 
ered of  no  value,  and  was  a  perquisite  of  his;  I  allowed 
him  fifteen  cents  a  bushel  for  it,  supposing  it  to  be  better 
than  it  turned  out  to  be;  I  would  not  give  three  cents  a 
bushel  for  such  stuff  now. 

I  afterwards  inquired  of  Mr.  Flaghler,  the  clerk  on  the 
island,  if  that  was  all  right,  and  he  said  it  was,  and  that 
the  salt  was  considered  of  no  value,  and  that  Fowler  might 
have  it. 

CHS.  H.  HILL. 

Sworn  before   me,  thi.^  22d ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  I 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
Exhibits  referred  to  in  preceding  depositions. 

Exhibit  E. 

18  New  York,  Jan'  5,  1850. 

N.  York  ManfyAsso. 

Bot.  of  Joseph  Keen, 

2  bbls.  lard,  480  lbs.  nett,  at  5c $24  00 

Jan'y  17,  1850,  2  bbls.  grease,  400  lbs.  nett,  at  4|c.    IT  00 

$41  00 

Rec'd  pay't, 

JOSEPH  KEEN. 
(Exhibit  E.  F.  R.  T.) 
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Exhibit  F. 

New  York,  May  9, 1852. 
N.  Y.  Manufy  Asso. 

Bot.  of  Joseph  Keen. 

3  bbls.  grease 153 

84 
103 


340  ....5c  ...  $17  40 

Rec'd  pay^t,  Dec.  10,  1852. 

JOSEPH  KEEN. 
(Exhibit  F.     F.  R.T.) 

Exhibit  G. 

New  York,  June  2,  1851 . 
N.  Y.  Manufy  Asso. 

Bor.  of  Mrs.  Keen. 

1  bbl.  grease 231 

31  ....  200    :)C...  $10 

c.  c.  H.  Rec'd  payt 

For  Mrs.  Keen, 

J.  FOWLER. 
(Exhibit  G.     F.  R.  T.) 

Exhibit  H. 

New  York,  June  2,  1851. 
N.  Y.  ManuTy  Asso. 

Bot.  of  J.  Fowler. 

22  bus.  salt,  a  15  c §3  30 

Rec'd  pay't, 

J.  FOWLER. 
WitnesH, 

C.  U.  II. 

(Exhibit  11.     F.  R.T.) 
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No.  127. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Warren  S.  Doty, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  187  Adams  street,  Brooklyn;  I  am  an  engraver,  one 
of  the  firm  of  Doty  &  Bergen,  No .  122  William  street,  in 
this  city;  Thomas  Watt  was  employed  by  me  as  an  engrav- 
er, and  whilst  he  was  working  on  a  plate,  a  view  of  stores, 
Park  row,  he  was  convicted  of  petit  larceny,  as  I  under- 
stood, and  sent  to  the  Penitentiary,  Blackw ell's  Island: 
desirous  of  having  this  plate  finished  by  Watt,  I  received 
permission,  through  Mr.  Keen,  to  allow'him  to  do  so;  Watt 
afterwards  worked  on  a  plate  for  me,  a  view  of  Crystal 
Palace,  whilst  on  the  island;  and  he  also  did  some  little 
work  on  a  card  plate:  this  is  all  the  work  he  did  for  me 
whilst  on  the  island,  for  which  I  paid  ninety-five  dollars, 
to  Joshua  Phillips,  the  Clerk  of  the  Governor's,  as  ap- 
pears by  receipt  now  produced,  dated  January  22,  185 2-, 
and  marked  Exhibit  x\.,  and  hereto  annexed;  this  is  all  the 
money  I  ever  paid  for  any  labor  performed  by  Watt,  whilst 

he  was  on  the  island . 

WARREN  S.  DOTY. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  22d  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 

(Exhibit  A,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition.) 

"Nbw  York,   January   22,  1852 — received  of  Messrs. 

Doty  &'  Bergen,  ninety-five  dollars,  for  services  of  Thomas 

Watt,  engraver,  while  in  confinement  at  the  Penitentiary 

on  Blackwell's  Island. 

For  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house. 

JOSHUA  PHILLIPS,  Clerk,  B,  G. 
$95. 
(Exhibit  A.     F.  R.  T.) 
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No.  128. 

City  and  County  of  .Kew  York,  .w:— Charles  F.  Gra- 
ham, V)eing  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I 
am  one  of  the  keepers  of  tlic  Penitentiary,  BlackweU's 
Island;  I  succeeded  Mr.  Fowler,  as  the  captain  of  the 
cook-house,  and  continued  in  that  station  until  about  the 
first  January  last:  whilst  I  was  acting  in  that  capacity, 
orders  would  coiue  to  mo  to  send  about  from  fourteen  to 
sixteen  pounds  of  meat  each  day,  for  the  domestics,  who 
were  prisoners,  working  about  the  middle  house;  1  also 
daily  received  orders  for  meat  for  the  hospital;  I  never  de- 
livered meat  for  the  middle  house,  for  any  other  purpose, 
and  I  had  strict  orders  from  Mr.  Keen,  when  he  appointed 
me  captain  of  the  cook-hou^^e.  not  to  deliver  meat  for  any 
other  purpose. 

I  have  licen  on  the  island,  the  (itii  of  August  next  will 
be  four  years,  and  during  the  whole  of  that  time.  J  board- 
ed with  Mr.  Keen,  with  the  rest  of  the  keepers;  J  don't 
know  that  any  of  the  meat,  bread,  or  vegetables,  from  the 
prison  supplies,  was  placed  on  the  table  for  our  use:  up- 
wards of  two  years  ago,  there  was  occasionally  on  our 
table,  brciid  which  some  of  the  keepers  supposed  was  pris- 
on bread,  and  made  some  remarks  al)out  it;  there  has  been 
none  since,  1  believe,  except  that  I  have  seen  some  of  the 
keepers  bring  small  pieces  in  their  hands,  which -they  ajt- 
peared  to  jtrefor  to  tlio  other  bread. 

('IIAJM.K.-   V.  «;kaiiam. 

Hworn  before  me,  thi.-^  2r)tli  | 
dayof  July,  I8r)8.  j 

F.  R.  Tii,i-oU.  iiecordir. 
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The  witness  further  says: — About  the  time  Mr.  Keen 
appointed  me  to  the  cook-house,  I  heard  him,  in  conversa- 
tion with  Mr.  Flaghler,  the  clerk  at  the  office,  say  that 
Fowler,  the  former  captain  of  the  cook-house,  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  sending  pieces  of  beef  to  the  middle-house, 
to  make  soup  of,  and  that  he  (Keen)  was  not  aware  of  it 
at  the  time;  at  this  same  time  he  cautioned  me  particular- 
ly to  send  no  meat  to  the  middle  house  whatever;  and  he 
(Keen)  gave  as  a  reason,  that  Fowler  had  circulated  re- 
ports that  he  had  supplied  the  middle  house  with  meats 
when  he  (Keen)  knew  nothing  about  it. 

■  CHARLES  F.  GRAHAM. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  25th  > 
day  of  July,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder, 


No.  129. 


City  and  County  of  JVeio  York,  w.— George  C.  Har- 
sm,  being  duly  sworn,  says  as  follows: — I  reside  on  Third 
avenue,  near  Fitty -eighth  street;  I  am  a  contractor;  I  was 
employed  on  Blackwell's  Island,  as  keeper,  by  Mr.  Acker, 
and  had  charge  of  the  quarry  in  1847,  and  I  continued 
there  for  over  a  year  after  Mr.  Keen's  appointment;  dur- 
ing my  time  with  Mr.  Keen,  I  boarded  with  him,  with  the 
rest  of  the  keepers,  at  ten  dollars  a  month  board;  I  had 
a  gang  of  men  at  work  in  the  quarry;  I  was  under  a 
quarry-master,  Mr.  Adams,  whilst  employed  by  Mr.  Keen; 
during  a  portion  of  the  time  there  was  no  quarry-master, 
I  had  charge  myself;  during  that  time  I  only  quarried  for 
the  use  of  the  island;  stone  was  sold  from  there;  a  boat 
25 
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came  there  with  coal;  after  she  was  discharged  she  want- 
ed ballast;  I  sold  ballast  for  her,  amounting  to  six  dollars, 
which  I  received  and  paid  to  Mr.  Keen;  I  ihink  that  was 
in  1849.  No  other  stone  was  sold,  to  my  knowledge, 
whilst  I  was  there.  There  were  two  horses  sold  to  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Pine  or  Prince,  I  don't  remember  the 
name  distinctly,  for  twenty-five  dollars;  I  don't  know 
that  they  were  paid  for,  or  not,  but  understood  they  were. 
There  was  an  old  wagon  sold  to  Wm.  N.  Dow,  one  of  the 
keepers,  for  ten  dollars. 

GEO.  C.  HARSIN. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  26th  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  ] 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  130. 

City  and  County  of  A'^eiv  York,  ss: — William  B.  Flag- 
ler, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I 
have  been  engaged  as  clerk  of  the  Penitentiary  on  Black- 
well's  Island,  since  May,  1849,  and  have  charge  of  the 
books  for  the  supplies  of  the  Penitentiary.  I  am  clerk 
under  the  Governors  of  the  institution,  of  which  Mr.  Keen 
is  the  Warden;  Mr.  Keen  has  the  control  of  the  Peniten- 
tiary and  its  hospital.  The  bones  and  fat  from  the  es- 
tablishment are  sold  to  bone-boiling  establishments  and 
soap  manufacturers;  I  don't  know  what  becomes  of  the 
marrow;  1  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  part  of  the 
business,  and  know  nothing  about  it;  no  account  of  the 
grease,  bones  or  marrow  was  kc|)t  on  the  island,  except 
the  entries  in  a  pass  book  with  Mr.  Hill,  who  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  purchasing  it.     I  did  not  board  with  Mr. 
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K'e'^n,  except  for  about  one  month,  when  I  took  my  din- 
ners at  the  office,  where  it  was  sent  by  Mr.  Keen.  I  have 
no  personal  knowledge  how  the  middle  house  was  fur- 
nished with  supplies;  there  have  been  such  things  as  the 
prison  coffee,  tea,  sugar  and  molasses,  taken  from  the  store 
room  to  the  middle  house,  on  the  order  of  Mr.  Keen,  for 
the  use  of  the  domestics  there,  who  were  prisoners,  as  I 
understood  it;  the  order  came  once  a  week;  these  orders 
would  amount  to  about  one  pound  of  tea  per  week, 
six  pounds  of  sugar,  one  gallon  of  molasses,  four  pounds 
of  the  coffee  for  the  like  period;  I  have  no  knowledge 
of  any  thing  else;  there  goes  also  to  the  middle  house, 
daily,  six,  eight  or  ten  loaves  of  bread.  The  domestics 
thus  provided,  were  engaged  about  the  middle  house  in 
work  for  Mr.  Keen's  family  and  boarders.  There  was  a 
barrel  of  mackerel,  which  camo  among  the  supplies,  about 
three  years  ago,  and  was  put  in  the  office,  under  my  direc- 
tions; I  have  no  recollection  of  requesting  Mr.  Ridabock 
to  see  if  it  was  taken  away,  and  by  Avhom;  but  I  may  have 
done  so;  I  remember  that  Mr.  Ridabock  told  me  it  was 
taken  away.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Keen  about  it,  who  told  me 
that  the  barrel  was  brought  up  by  his  orders,  and  that  his 
wife  dealt  them  out  to  the  hospital  as  they  were  wanted ;  this 
was  the  only  article  that  Mrs.  Keen  dealt  out;  that  is  the 
only  barrel  of  mackerel  that  was  brought  to  the  office;  they 
were  afterwards  brought  to  the  hospital;  I  never  missed 
any  groceries  or  dry  goods  from  the  store.  Mr.  Keen  keeps 
one  cow  now,  and  has  kept  two,  which  were  fed  from  the 
public  property;  there  are  hogs  kept  on  the  island,  belong- 
ing to  the  Governors;  I  only  know  from  hearsay  that  they 
were  killed  and  appropriated  to  the  middle  house.  Mr. 
Anderson  is  store  keeper,  and  keeps  an  account  of  flour 
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and  bread  and  all  other  supplies;  the  only  accounts  I  keep 
are  an  account  of  the  prisoners  received  and  their  discharge; 
an  account  of  the  requisitions  and  the  supplies  furnished;  if 
any  property  is  sold  on  the  island,  the  property  of  the 
Governors,  or  any  pork  or  vegetables,  or  other  things 
raised  on  the  island  for  the  use  of  the  establishment,  I 
have  no  account  of  it;  if  any  property  is  disposed  of  by 
Mr.  Keen,  he  renders  his  own  account;  I  have  nothing  to 
do  with  it. 

I  recollect  giving  a  book  to  Mr.  Ridabock  to  keep,  con- 
taining a  couple  of  entries  of  money  taken  from  prisoners, 
and  which  is  referred  to  in  Mr.  Ridabock 's  deposition; 
these  entries  were  made  at  the  time  the  new  law  went  into 
operation,  giving  the  Governors  power  to  discharge  va- 
grants, and  the  two  entries  referred  to  is  the  amount  of 
money  those  two  prisoners  had  when  they  came  to  the 
island;  the  money  was  handed  to  Mr.  Keen,  and  whether 
he  returned  it  to  them  or  not,  on  their  discharge,  I  don't 
know. 

W.  B.  FLAGLER. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  26th  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  131. 


City  and  County  of  jXcw  York,  w;— Ann  P.  Batey,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  depoics  and  says  as  follows  : 

I  am  matron  of  the  sewing  room  in  the  Penitentiary, 
Blackwell'd  Itland. 


1557  (Doc.  No.  55. 

I  came  there  with  Mr.  Keen,  and  have  continued  there 
ever  since.  No  lace  has  been  manufactured  by  the  pris- 
oners. 

Mr.  Keen  would  not  allow  it.  All  they  do  is  to  make 
clothes  for  the  prisoners,  and  the  children  on  Randall's 
Island,  and  for  the  Alms-house.  Every  thing  they  make 
goes  to  Mr.  Anderson's  store.  There  has  not  gone  out  of 
the  establishment  any  public  property  except  as  above 
stated,  to  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  Hackett,  the  general  superintendent  of  the  depart- 
ment in  which  I  am  engaged,  supplies  me  with  all  the  ar- 
ticles necessary,  and  makes  his  requisition  for  it. 

ANN  P.  BATEY. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  26th  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  132. 


City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Owen  L.  Lamb,  be- 
ing duly  affirmed,  says  as  follows  :  I  am  a  keeper  on 
Blackwell's  Island,  and  have  charge  of  the  blacksmith's 
and  the  tin  department.  I  was  there  under  Mr.  Acker,  and 
continued  under  Mr.  Keen  until  the  present  time.  I  kept 
an  account  of  all  the  articles  manufactured  under  my 
charge,  and  to  whom  delivered.  On  reference  to  my 
books  I  fin  I  the  articles  named  in  schedules  A,  B  and  C, 
hereto  annexed,  to  have  been  delivered  by  me  for  the  mid- 
dle-house, under  the  respective  dates  therein  mentioned, 
by  direction  of  Mr.  Keen.     Whether  they  were  used  there 
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or  not,  or  what  became  of  them,  I  don't  know.  I  boarded 
with  Mr.  Keen.  The  articles  named  in  those  schedules,  I 
think  were  used  in  the  middle-house.  I  also  sent,  on  the 
order  of  Mr.  Keen,  to  the  middle-house,  the  articles  named 
in  schedule  D,  hereto  annexed,  in  quantities  and  under 
the  dates  therein  mentioned.  They  were  kept  there,  as  I 
understood,  until  the  Governors  ordered  them  to  be  sent 
to  the  store-house.  I  cannot  now  tell  the  date  when  they 
were  sent  to  the  store-house.  I  sent  other  articles  at  the 
same  time  to  the  store,  a  memorandum  of  which  I  have  not 
got  with  me.  During  Mr.  Acker's  time  I  furnished  the 
middle-house  whenever  he  ordered  me,  in  the  same  way, 
except  that  I  never  sent  in  large  quantities,  as  stated  in 
schedule  D. 

0.  L.  LAMB. 

Affirmed  before  me,  this  2Gth  > 
day  of  July,  1853.  $ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder, 
Schedule  A,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition. 
1849. 
June        9.     18  tin  pans; 
"        IG.       1  sauce-pan; 
"        20.      4  wash  basins; 
1  tea-pot; 
July  10.  1  large  tin  kettle; 

"    13.  2  tin  pans; 

August  10.      2  dippers; 

"        14.      3  large  tin  pans; 
"        21.      2  small  tin  kettles; 
Octo'r.  22.     8  tin  pans. 
Dec'r.   19.     large  wash  kettle. 


18  tin  cups; 

1  dipper; 

2  tin  di}>pers; 

1  sauce-pan; 

2  tin  kettles; 

2  small  tin  pans; 
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1850. 
Nove'r.  28.     Large  tin  oven  to  carry  dinner  to  quarry. 

"        29.     6  tin  plates;  2  tin  pans. 

Decem'r    2.     1  tin  kettle;  1  tin  pan. 

Schedule  B,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition. 

1851. 
April      15.     1  large  tin  kettle;  2  large  tin  pans. 

June       26.     6  large  tin  pans. 
August  13.     2  large  boilers. 

"       16.     2     " 

"       21.     2  tin  kettles. 
Sept'r.    12.     1  large  tin  boiler. 

"       15.     1     "        "      " 

"       18.     2  slop  pails;  24  tin  pans. 

October  2.  24  tin  plates. 

1852. 

Febr'y-  H-  2  coffee  and  tea  urns;      1  sauce-pan; 

"  "  2  slop  pails. 

"  23.  1  large  tin  boiler,  copper  bottom. 

"  24.  6  large  tin  pans. 

«  2Q.  6     "        "      " 

March  5.  1  coffee-pot;                     1  tea-pot. 

Dec'r.  15.  1  large  tin  boiler. 

1853. 
April      16.     Coffee  urn,  copper  bottom. 

"         19.    1  large  wash  kettle;       1  sauce-pan. 
May       12.     1  six  quart  sauce-pan. 

"  28.     1  large  tin  kettle. 

July        13.     1  large  tin  pan. 


Doc.  No.  55.)  1560 

Schedule  C,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition. 
1849. 
June        7.     1  iron  bedstead. 

11.  1  " 
August  30.  1  " 
Nov'r.    13.     1     "        " 

1852. 
Feb'ry    19.     3  iron  bedsteads. 
Sept'er  22.     2  coal  scuttles. 

1853. 
June       24.     2  coal  hods. 
July        20.     1  Russia  iron  boiler. 

Schedule  D,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition. 

Tin  work  delivered  to  Mr.  Keen. 

1849. 

Sept.  20.  62-5  tin  pans;  34  wash-basins; 

"         "    500  tin  cups;  12  large  tin  dippers; 

"        "        9  four-quart  sauce-pans;  11  small  "        " 

"         "        4  three  quart"         "  2  large  water'g  pots 

''         "        6  two-quart     "         "  3  tin  tea-pots. 

Dec.  11,1849.     GOO  tin  pans;  15  tin  dippers; 

"      "     "           400  tin  cups;  24  "         " 

"      "     '•            48  wash-basins;  24  " 

Jan.  23, 1850.    800  tin  pans;  450  tin  cups; 

"      "     "  48  wash-basins. 


No.  133. 
City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Thomas  L.   Max- 
well, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:— I 
reside  No.  112  Henry  street;  I  am  a  printer;  1  went  on 
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the  island,  as  keeper,  in  May,  1848,  and  left  in  August  or 
September  1850.     I  boarded  with  Mr.  Keen  whilst  I  was 
there;  we  had  prison  bread  on  our  table,  on  an  average, 
twice  a  week,  whilst  I  was  there;  the  meat  I  could  not 
judge  so  well  of;  but  I  suppose  it  was  prison  meat;  that 
was  not  constant,  but  very  often;  the  coffee  and  tea  was 
poor,  great  complaint  was  made  about  it,  and  if  was  said 
it  came  from  the  store;  the  sugar  was  similar  to  that  which 
I  have  seen  in  the  store-house,  "and  believe  it  was  from 
the  same;  sometimes  we  would  have  pretty  good  sugar. 
I  was  on  the  island  whilst  Judson,  known  as  Ned  Bunt- 
line,  was  a  prisoner  there;  I  have  seen  him  go  off  the  island, 
in  citizens  clothes,  at  least  twice  whilst  he  was  undergoing 
his  sentence;  he  went  off  in  what  was  called  the  Bellevue 
boat;  when  Judson  first  came  there  he  worked  a  week  or 
two  in  the  quarry,  after  which  he  was  put  in  the  shoe' 
makers'  shop,  where  he  kept  memorandums  but  did  no 
■work;  he  had  rum  at  the  shoemakers'  shop,  by  which  I 
mean  he  had  liquor  in  a  bottle  marked  Otard  brandy, 
which  I  have   seen   him  drink;  I  have   seen   him   treat 
keepers  with  it;  in  fact  I  had  a  little  myself,  and  there- 
fore knew  it  was  brandy;  from  the  time  Judson  left  the 
quarry  he  had  the  range  of  the  whole  island  until  he  had 
some  difficulty  at  the  upper  end  of  the  island,  after  which 
he  was  under  more  restraint. 

I  believe  his  lodging  place  was  the  shoemakers'  shop; 
after  he  had  been  there  a  while  he  was  not  locked  up  at 
night  like  other  prisoners;  at  one  time,  when  Mr.  Keen 
was  taken  sick,  Judson  was  sent  for  to  nurse  him,  and 
after  that  he  spent  a  great  deal  of  his  time  at  the  middle 
house;  on  one  occasion  I  saw  him  coming  down  the  stairs 
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of  the  middle  house  i,in  his  morning  c^own  and  slippers; 
when  his  friends  came  to  see  him,  which  was  frequent,  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  accompanjnng  them  around  the  island 
showing  them  the  various  institutions. 

I  was  not  there  on  the  afternoon  or  evening  that  he 
presented  a  watch  to  Baker,  it  was  my  night  off  duty,  but 
I  saw  the  watch,  which  Judson  showed  me,  and  said  it  was 
the  one  he  intended  to  present  to  Baker;  I  afterwards 
saw  an  account  of  the  presentation  in  Judson's  paper, 
called  Ned  Buntline's  Own;  Ihave  repeatedly  seen  Judson 
cross  over  to  the  New  York  side  and  setting  at  the  tavern 
there,  n^  dressed  in  clothes  appropriate  for  prisoners  of 
his  class;  I  have  seen  Jud?on  often  bathing  in  the  river  and 
swim  to  Long  Island  and  back,  which  other  prisoners 
were  not  allowed  to  do;  this  was  whilst  he  was  undergo- 
ing his  sentence. 


THOS.  L.  MAXWELL. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  2Gth  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  j 


F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  134. 

City  and  County  of  Mew  York,  ss: — Joshua  Phillips^ 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  am  clerk 
to  tlic  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Alms-house  Depart- 
ment. 

I  have  charge,  among  other  things,  of  the  books  contain- 
ing an  account  of  the  receipts  of  articles  sold  at  the  Peni- 
tentiary, Blackwell's  Island;  on  reference  to  the  cash- 
book,  I  find  an  entry,  Nov.  5,  1819,  of  six  dollars,  received 
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from  Mr.  Keen,  for  the  sale  of  sixteen  tons  of  stone;  April 
4,  1851,  for  an  old  wagon,  ten  dollars;  Nov.  1,  1852, 
received  of  Mr.  Williams,  credited  to  the  Penitentiary, 
sale  of  one  horse,  twenty  five  dollars;  do.  one  horse,  ten 
dollars;  I  have  a  recollection  that  there  were  a  number 
of  hogs  on  the  island,  which  had  belonged  to  Mr.  Acker, 
the  former  Warden,  and  which  were  purchased  by  Mr. 
Keen,  when  he  succeeded  as  Warden. 

These  hogs  I  believe  were  paid  for  by  Mr.  Keen  to  Mr. 
N.  B.  Blunt,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Acker,  on  the  settle- 
ment of  his  estate;  Mr.  Keen  has  paid  into  the  depart- 
ment, at  various  times,  for  the  sales  of  articles  on  the 
island,  such  as  bones  and  grease,  osen,  barrels,  old  copper, 
use  of  a  horse,  an  old  vice,  &c.;  Mr.  Kean  has  also  paid 
into  the  department  for  feed  for  his  cows,  and  hepays  at 
the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  a  year  for  such  feed  by  permis- 
sion of  the  Governors;  Mr.  Keen  has  also  paid  in,  on  two 
occasions,  viz..  May  27,  1851,  three  dollars  and  seventy- 
eight  cents,  and  31  January,  1853,  six  dollars  and  eighty- 
six  cents,  money  found  on  deceased  prisoners  ;  he  has 
also  paid  in,  for  making  shirts,  8  March  1852,  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

Mr.  Anderson  has  charge  of  the  store-house  on  the 
island,  which  is  the  receptacle  of  all  articles  manufactured 
on  the  islsnd,  and  of  the  supplies  for  the  various  depart- 
ments . 

Mr.  Keen  transmits  the  various  articles  to  the  store- 
house, and  Mr.  Anderson  accounts  for  the  same  to  the  de- 
partment. 

I  have  always  understood  it  to  be  the  custom  of  the 
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Penitentiary  Department,  with  the  knowledge  and  permis- 
sion of  the  Governors,  to  allow  prisoners  to  act  as  domes- 
tics in  the  middle  house,  and  be  fed  from  the  supplies  fur- 
nished by  the  Governors;  it  has  also  been  customary  to 
detail  prisoners  to  act  as  bargemen;  I  remember  at  the 
time  Mr.  Keen  was  very  sick,  Judson,  known  as  Ned 
Buntline.  was  permitted  to  act  as  his  nurse;  this  was  well 
known  to  the  Governors,  and  was  Lot  objected  to  by  them; 
Mr.  Keen  told  me  Judson  was  very  efficient  in  that  ca- 
pacity, and  he  would  not  have  known  what  to  have  done 
without  liiin. 

Judson  gave  information  to  Mr.  Keen,  which  led  to  the 
examination  of  prisoners  on  the  island  who  had  meditated 
a  rise;  on  this  examination  weapons  were  found  on  a  large 
number  of  the  prisoners. 

I  find  an  entry  on  22d  January  1853,  of  the  payment  of 
ninety-five  dollars  from  Doty  <fc  Bergen,  for  the  services 
of  Thomas  Watt,  an  engraver,  and  a  prisoner  on  the  island. 

The  various  accounts  from  the  departments  on  the 
island  are  always  carefully  examined  by  the  chief  clerk  of 
the  Governors  at  the  office  in  this  city,  with  the  returns 
of  supplies  furnished  to  them  by  the  storekeeper,  and  have 
invariably  been  found  correct;  Mr.  Keen  has  always  been 
prompt  in  rendering  his  accounts,  and  which  have  been 
generally  accurate. 

I  find,  on  reference  to  my  books,  that  the  several  bills 
spoken  of  by  Mr.  Charles  II.  Hill,  in  his  deposition,  cor- 
responds with  my  entries,  and  I  also  find  a  payment  of 
two  hundrcil  ami  seventy  one  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents, 
for  a  part  of  1849,  made  by  Mr.  llill  ou  27th  of  December 
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of  that  year;  I  find  no  credit  on  my  books  to  the  Peniten- 
tiary for  beef  or  pork,  or  potatoes  or  vegetables. 

JOSHUA  PHILLIPS. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  28th 
day  of  July  1853. 


} 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


The  witness  further  says: — The  average  number  of  the 
domestics,  who  were  prisoners,  from  1849  to  1853,  work- 
ing at  the  middle-house  was  eight;  since  that  period  they 
have  increased  to  twelve,  and  received  their  food  from  the 
prison  supplies,  by  the  general  regulations  of  the  prison; 
on  examining  the  inventory,  dated  May,  1849,  of  all  pro- 
perty turned  ever  by  the  former  Penitentiary  Department 
to  the  Ten  Governors,  I  do  not  find  among  said  property 
any  hogs. 

JOSHUA  PHILLIPS. 

Sworn  before  me,   this  29th  ) 
day  of  July   1853.       j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  135. 


City  and  County  of  Mew  York,  ss:— Owes  L.  Lamb,  be- 
ing duly  affirmed,  says  as  follows: — Since  my  examination 
on  the  26th  July  last,  I  have  referred  to  my  books,  and 
find  that  the  articles  referred  to  in  schedule  D,  in  that 
examination,  were  delivered  at  the  store  house,  by  direc- 
tions of  the  Governors,  on  the  14th  and  20th   days   of 
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March  iJSoO,  and  in  addition  thereto  I  sent  to  the  store- 
house the  following  articles,  viz: 
1200  tin  pans. 
630  tin  cups. 
24  small  tin  pans. 


0.  L.  LAMB. 


Affirmed  before  me,  this  1st 
day  of  August,  1853. 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorcer. 


No.  13G. 

City  and  County  of  JVexv  York,  ss: — Jeremtah  H.  Fow- 
ler, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  Dur- 
ing all  the  time  referred  to  in  the  accounts  of  meats  sent 
to  the  middle-house,  as  stated  in  ray  examination,  I  sent 
two  s^ots  of  meats,  one  portion  for  the  prisoners  employed 
in  that  house,  and  the  other  for  the  keeper's  table,  the  for- 
mer, on  the  average,  about  eight  pounds  more  than  the  lat- 
ter; sometimes  these  parcels  were  sent  by  different  men, 
and  sometimes  one  man  would  take  both. 

This  meat  was  sent  to  the  middle-house  by  the  orders 

of  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Keen;  sometimes  one  and  sometimes  the 

other;    there  were   hogs  on  tho   island  when    Mr.   Keen 

came  there,  and  in  the  fall  of  1850,  hogs  were  killed  on 

the  island  and  sent  to  Mr.  Anderson's  store,  amounting  to 

about  five  or  six  barrels  of  pork;    there  was  some  sent  to 

Raiulall's  Island;  I  don't  remember  the  quantity;   I  never 

hoard  Mr.  Kocn  say  who  owned  those  hogs. 

J.  II,  FOWLER. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  let ) 
day  of  August,  lH.').'{,        [ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Jiicordcr. 
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No.  137. 

City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — Richard  S.  Wil- 
liams, being  duly  sworu,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I 
am  one  of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms-house  department, 
and  have  been  since  the  department  was  established  under 
the  present  law;  I  am  one  of  the  Committee  on  the  Peni- 
tentiary and  have  been,  I  think,  during  that  time;  several 
years  ago  there  was  a  complaint  made  by  two  or  three  of 
the  discharged  keepers  against  Mr.  Keen,  the  Warden,  and 
I  think  I  was  one  of  the  Committee  to  investigate  the 
same  and  was  present  at  the  investigation;  the  investiga- 
tion was  a  full  one,  proofs  being  heard  on  both  sides;  the 
result  of  the  investigation  was  that  the  Committee  were 
satisfied  that  the  charges,  so  far  as  they  impugned  the 
integrity  of  Mr.  Keen,  were  groundless. 

I  don't  recollect  in  detail  the  several  cases  and  circum- 
stances specified,  but  remember  the  case  of  Barlow,  which 
was  satisfactorily  explained  and  remember  the  circum- 
stance of  the  barrel  of  mackerel,  which  was  also  satisfac- 
torily explained. 

I  recollect  Mr.  Magee,  was  examined,  and  I  think  Mr. 
Ridabock  was;  my  impression  is  tiiat  Mr.  Fowler  was  ex- 
amined and  several  others,  that  I  don't  now  recollect. 

I  have  no  recollection  what  the  proof  was  in  relation  to 
the  charges  of  Mr.  Keen's  having  used  beef  and  pork  from 
the  prison  supplies,  for  his  table. 

I  have  no  knowledge  or  any  knowledge  tending  to  show 
that  Mr.  Keen  appropriated  any  of  the  public  property  to 
his  own  use,  unless  it  may  have  been  a  few  vegetables  from 
the  garden  and  even  of  that  I  have  no  knowledge,  except 
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that  I  suppose  he,  as  well  as  all  the  keepers  did;  I  know 
that  Mr.  Keen  has  always  been  liberal  in  supplying  his 
own  means,  in  entertaining  ministers  and  others  coming  to 
the  island;  I  have  no  knowledge  or  belief  that  Mr.  Keen 
ever  discharged  convicts  before  their  service  had  expired; 
from  my  knowledge  of  Mr.  Keen,  in  his  department,  I  have 
full  confidence  in  his  integrity. 

RICHD.  S.  WILLIAMS. 

Sworn^before  me,  thi?  27lh  ) 
day  of  t*epieiiibcr,  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  138. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Joseph  Keen,  being 
duly  sworn,  says  as  follows:  I  am  Warden  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary at  BlackweU's  Island,  and  have  been  since  June, 
1849. 

When  I  commenced  my  duties  I  found  Isaac  Britton,  on 
the  island  as  one  of  the  keepers,  having  been  appointed  by 
my  predecessor,  Jacob  Acker;  I  continued  Bnllon  in  office 
for  one  year  until  about  the  spring  of  1850,  when  I  dis- 
charged him  for  insubordinate  conduct;  he  was  away  for 
about  a  month,  when  he  called  upon  me  and  apologized 
for  hid  conduct  and  solicited  a  reappointment,  when  I  re- 
appointed him,  and  he  continued  in  office  until  about  1st 
January,  1853,  when  I  again  discharged  him  for  gross 
neglect;  whilst  he  was  on  guard  a  prisoner  was  permitted 
to  escape;  I  have  read  the  various  depctsi lions  taken  be- 
fore the  Recorder,  upon  the  complaint  of  said  Britton; 
the  reason  why  1  discharged  Britton  the  second  time  was, 
that  on  one  evening  I  went  to  the  men's  prison  about  9 
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o'clock,  when  Mr.  Britton  was  the  keeper  on  duty  inside 
that  prison,  and  I  found  him  apparently  asleep,  and  I  was 
satisfied  he  was  asleep. 

On  my  making  a  noise  he  awoke  and  then  informed  me, 
that  one  of  the  prisoners  had  escaped,  about  half  an  hour 
previous  to  that  time,  out  of  the  west  door  of  the  prison; 
on  looking  at  the  door  I  found  the  key  then  in  the  lock  of 
the  door;  it  was  his  duty  to  have  that  door  locked,  and 
the  key  placed  in  the  key  closet  where  the  prisoners'  keys 
were  usually  kept;  on  inquiry,  I  ascertained  that  the  pri- 
soner had  been  locked  up  in  his  cell  that  evening,  by  the 
keeper  who  had  charge  of  that  tier,  and  by  some  means 
had  escaped  to  the  inner  prison  where  Mr.  Britton  was 
and  was  permitted  to  escape  from  thence  by  gross  care- 
lessness. 

It  was  not  the  north  door  as  Mr.  Britton  alleges  in  his 
deposition,  but  the  west  door,  from  which  Britton  told  me 
the  prisoner  had  escaped. 

All  the  prison  food  which  was  used  in  the  middle-house 
was  for  the  use  of  the  prisoners,  who  were  domestics 
there. 

In  reference  to  all  moneys  which  I  have  received  as  the 
proceeds  of  public  property,  and  all  moneys  which  have 
been  found  on  prisoners  which  have  come  to  my  hands, 
have  been  accounted  for  and  paid  over  to  the  Board  of 
Governors;  I  have  never  appropriated  to  my  own  use,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  any  public  property  whatever,  except 
such  as  to  which  I  had  a  lawful  right;  every  thing  I  have 
done  in  relation  thereto,  and  the  use  thereof,  has  been 
done  with  the  full  knowledge  of  the  Board  of  Governors* 
in  relation  to  the  consumption  of  provisions  and  stores,  I 
26 
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have  been  frequently  called  upon,  and  have  had  to  enter- 
tain and  to  exercise  the  rites  of  hospitality  to  various  pub- 
lic bodies,  oflicers  and  visitors,  and  the  expense  thereof  1 
have  borne  out  of  my  private  means,  and  have  done  so 
cheerfully. 

In  regard  to  the  discharge  of  prisoners,  I  have  never 
discharged  or  authorized  to  be  discharged,  any  persons 
except  in  due  course  of  law,  pursuant  to  sentence,  or  by 
lawful  order  or  authority,  and  ovcry  thing  stated  to  the 
contrary,  is  utterly  untrue. 

1  never  gave  permission  or  authorized  pcrniissiou  to  be 
given  allowing  a  prisoner  by  the  name  of  Judson  alias  Ned 
Buntline,  to  go  to  the  city,  except  in  ehiirge  of  a  keeper,  un- 
der a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  or  order  of  court:  nor  did  I  ever 
give  him  permission  to  cross  the  river,  except  as  a  barge- 
man, and  then  not  to  leave  the  boat;  all  other  absences  of 
his  from  the  island,  if  any  there  were,  were  without  my 
knowledge  or  consent;  had  I  known  of  any,  I  should  have 
punished  all  parlies  concerned  in  it. 

Each  and  every  allegation  contained  in  any  of  the  de- 
positions to  the  effect,  or  tending  to  the  effect,  of  convey- 
ing the  idea  that  I  have  committed  any  act  of  wrong  what- 
ever to  the  public,  or  committed  any  violation  of  my  duty, 
or  gross  neglect  of  my  duty  since  I  have  been  in  office,  is 
utterly  untrue.  Since  I  have  been  in  office,  I  have  been 
governed  in  my  conduct  entirely  Ity  a  srnsc  of  duty,  and 
performed  my  duty  with  sincerity  and  fidelity  and  econo- 
my, and  to  the  utmo.st  of  my  ability. 

JOSEPH    KEEN. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  •Jih      ^ 
day  of  January,  1854.         S 

F.  K.  Tfllou,  Recoidrr. 


1571  (Doc.  No.  55. 

No.  189. 

City  and  County  of  Kew  York,  ss: — Edward  Johnson, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  at 
No.  295  Henry  street,  in  this  city;  am  not  engaged  in  busi- 
ness at  present;  I  have  heard  it  said  by  another  person 
that  for  the  leasing  of  a  pier  from  the  (Corporation,  that  a 
sum  was  given  to  an  Alderman  or  Aldermeu,  the  name  of 
such  Alderman  not  being  mentioned. 

The  name  of  the  pier  was  not  mentioned. 

The  person  who  named  this  to  me  is  James  Sanford,  son 
of  the  late  steamboat  proprietof ;  he  resides  in  East  Broad- 
way, with  his  mother,  a  door  or  two  this  side  of  Mayor 
Westervelt;  something  was  said  about  one  thousand  dol- 
lars being  paid;  I  am  not  certain  that  he  mentioned  it 
particularly  as  to  whom  the  money  was  paid,  but  I  under- 
stood that  sum,  or  about  that  sum,  was  paid  to  the  Alder- 
man; the  pier,  I  understood,  was  on  the  north  side  of  the 
town. 

EDW.  JOHNSON. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  24th  / 
day  of  March,  1803.        j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU.  Recorder. 


No.  140. 


City  and  County  of  J\''ew  York,  «;— James  'I'.  Sanpord, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  at 
No.  305  East  Broadway,  am  clerk  in  Sanford's  Indepen- 
dent line  of  steamers;  1  know  of  pier  No  14  being  leased 
from   the  Corporation   to   D.  R.  Martin,  who   made   an 
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agreement  with  my  deceased  father,  Menemon  Sanford,  to 
pay  three  thousand  dollars  down  for  such  lease,  which 
was  paid  to  him  by  my  father:  and  after  that  my  father 
did  pay  Martin  the  amount  of  his  quarterly  payments  to 
the  Corporation,  which  was  live  hundred  and  one  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  quarter. 

My  father  was  desirous  of  obtaining  this  pier,  and  made 

this  arranirenicnt  with  Martin;  1  heard  my  father  say  that 

Martin  had  to  bribe  the  auctioneer  of  the  Corporation  to 

get  this  lease. 

JAS.  T.  SANFORD. 

Sworn  before  mc,  this  24lli  [ 
day  of  March,  1853.  ^ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  141. 


( 'ity  and  County  of  Mew  York,  ss: — TuEODORE  Martine, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  was  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  of 
February  term  last;  George  C.  Byrne  was  sworn  and  ex- 
amined before  that  Grand  Jury;  I  remember  his  testify- 
ing, on  that  occasion,  in  regard  to  the  lease  of  half  of  the 
pier  at  the  foot  of  Jay  street,  of  which  he  admitted  he 
was  the  lessee. 

1  also  remember  that  he  testified,  on  the  same  occasion, 
to  having  paid  to  an  Assistant  Alderman  about  seventeen 
hundred  dollars  in  connection  with  the  obtaining  of  said 
grant;  this  he  admitted  with  the  greatest  reluctance. 

Ue  refused,  on  being  asked  to  whom  he  paid  the  money, 
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to  answer,  and  tlie  fact  of  such  refusal  was  certified  by  the 
Grand  Jury  to  the  Court  of  Sessions. 

I  know  Solomon  Kipp,  one  of  the  firm  of  Kipp  &  Brown, 
and  one  of  the  grantees  of  the  Eighth  Avenue  Railroad, 
and  have  had  frequent  conversations  with  him,  pending 
the  several  applications  for  the  Eighth  Avenue  Eailroad 
and  the  Ninth  Avenue  Railroad,  and  since;  he  has  fre- 
quently admitted  to  me  that  he  had  to  pay  large  sums  of 
money  to  members  of  the  Common  Council  to  procure  the 
passage  of  those  several  grants,  and  has  frequently  admit- 
ted that  he  has  expended  for  said  purpose  upwards  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars;  and  I  therefore  believe  that  the  testi- 
mony of  said  George  C.  Byrne  and  Solomon  Kipp  is  ma- 
terial and  necessary  to  the  investigation  now  pending  be- 
fore the  Recorder,  on  the  complaint  of  Azariah  C.  Flagg, 
and  others. 

THEODORE  MARTINE. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  19th  t 
day  of  May,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU.  Recorder. 


No.  142. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss. — George  C.  Byrne, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
No.  159  Thirteenth  street,  in  this  city;  I  am  a  merchant; 
I  am  a  lessee  of  half  of  Jay  street  pier,  and  the  lease  be- 
gan 1st  May  last;  I  also  have  the  possession  of  other  piers 
in  the  city,  though  the  leases  have  not  yet  been  given. 

Quesiioii.  Did  you  pay  any  money  to  any  member  of  the 
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Common  Council  lor  the  purpose  of  obtaining  any  such 
leases  ? 

^Inswer.  1  decline  answering  the  (juestion,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  my  counsel,  as  it  might  have  a  tendency  to  crimi- 
nate me,  and  as  I  believe  myself. 

GEORGE  C.  BYRNE. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  24th  ^ 
day  of  June.  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Rcronicr. 


No.  14a. 


City  and  County  of  JVcw  York,  5*:— Cornelius  K.  Sut- 
ton, being  duly  aflirmcd,  says:  I  reside  on  Fifth  avenue, 
between  Twenty-seventh  and  Twenty-eighth  streets;  1 
am  a  merchant;  the  water  grant  on  the  corner  of  Hank 
and  West  streets,  made  to  Robert  A.  Uurfee,  by  the  city 
of  New  York,  was  made  under  the  following  circum- 
stances: 

The  order  foi-  the  grant  was  originally  made  to  J.  W. 
Schmidt,  and  purchased  from  him  by  me,  and  I  requested 
that  it  should  be  put  in  the  name  of  ^Ir.  Durfee,  for  my 
benefit,  and  so  it  was  done. 

Mr.  Diirfee  is  since  deceased. 

Ho  was,  at  the  time  the  grant  was  made,  foreman  in  the 
oil  factory,  at  Jersey  City,  «if  thf  firm  of  0.  &  A.  Kings- 
land  k  Sutton. 

Mr.  Durfee  conveyed  the  grant  to  me;  Mr.  Kingsland, 
the  late  Mayor,  had   no   interest,  at  any  time,  directly  or 
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indirectly,  in  the  grant,  noi-  has  he  any  interest  in  it  now; 
he  knew  nothing  about  my  having  purchased  it  until  Mr. 
Durfee  had  been  brought  to  the  Comptroller's  office  to 
sign  the  papers,  and  then,  for  the  first  time,  it  was  com- 
municated to  Mr.  Kingslaiid. 

From  a  desire  that  Mr.  Kingslaud  had  expressed,  that 
none  of  the  partners  of  the  firm  should  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  the  purchase  of  any  of  the  docks  or  slips,  previ- 
ously advertised  for  sale,  and  an  impression  that  he  did 
not  wish  any  of  us  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  pur- 
chase of  city  property,  I  caused  the  grant  to  be  made  in 
the  name  of  Mr.  Durfee;  it  was  an  afi'air  exclusively  and 
entirely  my  own,  of  which  Mr.  Kingsland  had  no  know- 
ledge, except  as  above-mentioned,  and  I  was  the  only  per- 
son then,  and  am  the  only  person  now  interested  in  the 
said  grant. 

CORNS.  K.  SUTTON. 

Affirmed  before  me,  this  17  th  ) 
day  of  January,  1854.  ^ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  144. 


City  and  County  of  JS'eio  York, .«;— Sampson  B.  McGown, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside 
on  the  Third  avenue,  between  One  hundred  and  fifth  and 
One  hundred  and  and  sixth  streets,  and  am  Assistant  Al- 
derman of  the  Twelfth  Ward.  On  the  evening  of  the 
27th  of  December,  1852,  and  before  the  resolution,  giving 
to  Russ  &  Reid  the  contract  for  the  construction  of  the 
"  Russ  Pavement"  through  Park  row,  Chatham  street,  the 
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Bowery  and  the  Fourtli  avenue,  around  Union  square, 
was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  and  whilst  I  was 
in  the  Council  Chanil)cr,  and  during  the  time  the  public 
business  was  going  on,  .Mr.  Russ,  one  of  the  firm  of  Russ  , 
&  Reid,  came  to  me  iind  said,  that  if  I  would  vote  in  favor 
of  adopting  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  in 
their  favor,  in  relation  to  that  contract,  he  would  give  me 
one  thousand  dollars  to  carry  my  election  the  next  fall. 
I  replied  to  Mr.  Russ.  that  I  rather  thought  he  had  mista- 
ken his  man,  that  1  could  not  be  bought  or  sold. 

lie  afterwards  requiisted  me  not  to  say  any  thing  about 
the  ofl'er  he  had  made  to  me,  he  having  told  me  he  had 
heard  that  I  had  mentioned  the  offer  he  had  made  to  me. 
I  answered  him  that  I  was  not  aware  he  had  told  me  as  a 
secret,  and  said  I  had  mentioned  it  to  Assistant  Alderman 
Rogers,  and  to  others.  His  reply  was,  that  I  ought  not  to 
have  said  any  thing  about  it. 

Shortly  after  the  passage  of  the  Third  Avenue  Railroad 
grant,  John  Murjihy  and  James  AV.  Flynn  and  Horace  M. 
Dewey,  three  of  the  grantees  of  the  said  railroad,  sever- 
ally had  a  conversation  with  me  on  the  subject  of  that 
grant.  To  James  W.  Flynn  1  said,  you  have  got  the  grant 
for  the  Third  Avenue  Railroad,  I  would  like  to  know 
whether  you  have  had  to  pay  any  money  to  get  it  through 
the  Board;  he  replied,  after  some  hesitation,  1  tell  you 
yes;  I  asked  him  what  he  paid,  he  replied,  "we  paid  ten 
thousand  dollars  to  get  it  through  the  Board  of  Assist- 
ants." 1  then  a.'^ked  him  to  whom  they  paid  the  money, 
he  replied,  it  has  got  to  be  placed  where  Assistant  Alder- 
man Wells  can  reach  it.  Substantially  the  same  conver- 
sation was  had  between  myself  and  .Inhn  Murphy.     After 
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the  conversations  above  stated,  and  about  the  time  it  passed 
the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Horace  M.  Dewey  informed  me 
that  they,  meaning  himself  and  associates  in  said  grant, 
paid  to  Alderman  Tweed  five  thousand  dollars  to  get  the 
grant  through  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  After  the  passage 
of  the  grant  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  b^th  Flynn  and 
Murphy  informed  me,  that  Alderman  Francis  of  the  Tenth 
Ward,  called  upon  them  and  wanted  nine  thousand  dollars 
more.  I  desired  to  know  what  it  was  for;  they,  in  sepa- 
rate conversations,  said  that  Francis  said  it  was  for  get- 
ting the  grant  through  the  Board  of  Aldermen:  I  asked  if 
they  intended  to  pay  it,  and  they  said,  no. 

S.  B.  McGOWN. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  18th  ) 
day  of  April,  1853.  \ 

F.  K.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  145. 

City  and  County  of  jYew  York,  ss: — Hoeace  P.  Russ, 
of  said  city,  being  duly  sworn,  saith,  that  having  learned 
that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets  of  the  Board 
of  Assistant  Aldermen,  in  favor  of  the  contract  to  Russ 
and  Reed,  to  pave  Chatham  street,  the  Bowery,  &c.,  with 
the  "  Russ  Pavement,"  would  be  presented  and  acted  upon 
by  that  Board  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1852,  deponent  attended  said  Board  to  be  present  at 
the  vote;  that  deponent  had  conversed  with  the  several 
members  of  ihe  Board,  to  ascertain  their  views,  and  had 
ascertained  that  fourteen  of  the  sixteen  present  were  in 
favor  of  the  project,  and  would  support  the  report;  that 
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of  the  two  who  liad  declared  their  hostility,  IJeiison  Mc- 
Gown,  of  the  Twelfth  Ward,  was  one;  that  ho  liail  at  all 
times  voted  against  the  "  Russ  Pavement,"  and  deponent 
considered  him,  and  he  was  known  as  the  determined  ene- 
my of  that  pavement;  that  while  deponent  was  seated  in 
the  chamber  of  said  iJoard,  and  shortly  previous  to  the 
vote  upon  said  sulijort  being  taken,  said  McGown  came 
towards  the  place  where  deponent  was  seated,  when  a  jocu- 
lar conversation  ensued  between  McGown  and  deponent 
in  relation  to  the  said  report,  during  which,  and  in  the 
spirit  with  which  the  said  conversation  had  been  carried 
on,  the  said  McGown  put  out  his  hand,  and  held  it  as  if  he 
expected  to  receive  something  from  deponent;  that  depo- 
nent, treating  the  act  as  a  jest,  laughingly,  and  in  a  joke, 
said  to  him  in  reply  to  the  act  of  holding  his  hand,  as  be- 
fore stated,  "Well,  1  will  give  you  one  thousand  dollars 
for  your  election  next  fall;"  that  nothing  further  was  said, 
McCiown,  turning  with  a  smile,  took  his  seat,  and  shortly 
afterward,  recorded  his  vote,  as  deponent  expected,  against 
the  said  report. 

Deponent  further  saith,  that  deponent  has  heard,  within 
a  few  days,  that  the  said  McGown,  from  motives  of  per- 
sonal enmity  toward  deponent,  growing  out  of  deponent's 
exposure  of  his  practices  in  reference  to  matters  connected 
with  city  aftairs,  has  trumped  up,  from  tiie  conversation 
alluded  to,  a  charge  that  deponent  attempted  to  bribe  him 
on  the  occasion  above  referred  to;  but  this  deponent  avers 
that  the  circumstances  attending  said  transaction  are  tru- 
ly set  forth  as  above.  That  deponent  wi-il  knew,  at  the 
time  said  conversation  orcurred,  that  fourteen  members  of 
liie  sixteen  present,  would  vole  for  said  measure,  which 
'Id  be  three  votes  more  than  necessary  to  carry  it;  he 
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also  knew  that  McGown  was  unchangeably  committed 
against  the  measure,  and  from  his  hostility  before  mani- 
fested, did  not  expect  or  desire  his  vote.  That  deponent 
did  not  seek  said  McGown,  but  said  McGown  came  to  de- 
ponent; that  the  conversation  was  commenced  in  sport, 
and  deponent  would  have  had  as  much  right  to  charge  the 
said  McGown  with  seeking  a  bribe  by  holding  his  hand 
as  referred  to,  as  the  latter  was  for  charging  depo- 
nent with  attempting  to  bribe  him,  in  the  response 
which  deponent  made  to  the  jest.  But  the  whole  occur- 
rence was  treated  by  said  deponent  and  said  McGown  as 
a  jest;  and  as  a  proof  that  such  is  the  fact,  the  said  Mc- 
Gown has  remained  silent  on  the  subject,  so  far  as  depo- 
nent knows,  until  a  few  days  since,  when  he  has  renewed 
it,  as  deponent  charges,  from  malignant  personal  motives, 
growing  out  of  the  following  circumstances.  Depo- 
nent having  been  informed  that  the  said  McGown  had 
offered  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  a  bribe  of 
one  thousand  dollars  to  vote  for  the  Third  Avenue  rail- 
road, in  which  the  said  McGown  took  great  interest,  and 
another  bribe  to  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee  on 
Sewers,  to  report  in  favor  of  a  certain  sewer,  took  occasion 
to  expose  his  conduct,  that  within  a  few  days  deponent  had 
an  interview  with  said  McGown,  in  which  he  stated  to 
him  that  deponent  had  knowledge  of  the  offer  to  bribe  the 
said  member  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  in  which  said 
McGown  admitted  the  fact,  and  observed  that,  "  it  was 
only  a  suit  of  clothes  that  he  oJGfered." 

HORACE  P.  RUSS. 
Sworn,  this  18th  day  of  \ 
May,  1853,  before  me,  [ 

John  McGibbin,  Jr., 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
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No.  14U. 

City  and  County  of  AVu'  York-,  ss: — Horace  P.  Rrss,  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  being  duly  pworn  ami  examined,  doth 
depose  and  say,  as  follows: — That  is  to  say,  the  deposition 
of  Sampson  B.  McGown.  made  on  the  18th  of  April  last, 
being  explained  to  him,  he  says,  in  an.swer  thereto,  that  on 
the  18th  of  May,  1853,  he,  the  deponent,  made  oath  to  an 
affidavit,  whereof  the  foregoing  is  a  copy,  that  the  facts 
therein  mentioned  are  true;  that,  on  the  occasion  of  the 
conversation  therein  mentioned,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th 
of  December,  1852,  the  said  McGown,  came  to  defendant; 
deponent  did  not  go  to  him. 

That  it  is  untrue  that  the  deponent  ever  requested  said 
McGown  not  to  say  any  thing  about  any  oiler  he  had 
made;  he  made  no  ofier,  except  only  as  stated  in  depo- 
nent's said  affidavit:  he  never  made  any  real  ofl'er  as 
charged:  and  it  is  untrue  that  ^IcGown  ever  after  made  the 
answer,  or  deponent  the  reply,  as  stated  by  said  McGown; 
that  deponent  once  met  said  McGown  afterwards  and 
asked  him,  why  he,  said  deponent,  had  oQered  a  bribe, 
when  he  knew  that  all  deponent  said  was  in  jest,  and  on 
his,  McGown's  solicitation:  this,  according  to  deponent's 
recollection,  that  was  all  he  said  to  McGown,  since  the 
conversation  in  the  chamber  of  the  Board  of  Assistants. 


HORACE  r.  RUSS. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  24th  } 
day  of  March,  1M54.  S 


V.   W.   Tll,I-On.  Recorder, 
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No.  147. 

City  and  County  of  jYeio  York,  ss: — Charles  Turner, 
being  duly  sworu,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  161  Lexington  Avenue;  I  am  Deputy  Street  Commis- 
sioner; I  have  held  that  office  from  January  8,  1850,  until 
the  present  time. 

Bill  of  D.  C.  Higgins,  against  Mr.  Moody  Cummings, 
Superintendent  of  Docks,  for   two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars and  seventy-nine  cents,  from  January  8, 1851,  to  July 
29,  and  marked  June  13, 1853,  Exhibit  A.,  F,  R.  T.,  being 
shown  to  the  witness,  he  says: — It  is  an  original  bill  ou 
file  in  the  office  of  the  Street  Commissioner;  the  signature 
"John  T.  Dodge,  St.  Com'r,"'  written  on  the  face  of  the 
said  bill,  is,  I  believe,  in  the  proper  hand-writing  of  the  said 
John  T.  Dodge,  and  I  am  well  acquainted  with  his  hand- 
writing; I  am  well  acquainted  with  the  hand-writing  of 
ex-Alderman  George  H.  Franklin,  and  I  believe  the  signa- 
ture "  D.  C.  Higgins,  p.  G.  H.  Franklin,"  at  the  foot  of 
the  said  bill,  is  in  the  proper  hand-writing  of  said  Alder- 
man Franklin;  the  approval  of  said  bill  is,  I  believe,  in  the 
hand-writing  of    Moody    Cummings,   Superintendent    of 
Docks,  and  I  am  well  acquainted  with  his  hand- writing;  I 
remember  paying  the  said  bill  to  Alderman  Franklin;  I 
have  understood  D.  C.  Higgins  was  the  clerk  or  book- 
keeper of  Alderman  Franklin. 

Alderman  Franklin's  business  is  that  of  ship-chandler; 
the  materials  furnished  under  said  bill  are  articles  of  ship- 
chandlery;  the  amount  of  said  bill  was  paid  by  the  check 
of  the  Street  Commissioner  to  the  order  of  D.  C.  Higgins, 
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The  annexed  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  above  referred  to. 

CHARLES  TURNER. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  18th  day  ) 
day  of  June,  18oo.  i 

F.  K.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
Mr.  Moody  Cummings,  Superintendent  of  Docks,  Sfc. 

1861.                               To  I).  C.  HiGGiNS.  Dr, 

Jan'y  8,  To  140  Manilla  rope Is.     $17  50 

'■           "         1  skein  twine 19 

Apl.  1.              8  tar  rope 10c.  80 

7  spun  yarn lOc.  70 

1  skein  twine lU 

"          ■■         2  yds.  canvas 25 

tai- 19 

131  Manilla  rope Is.  16  37 

"    3,               51  spun  yarn lOc.  55 

30  Manilla Is.  4  50 

"    4,     '          7  pure  verdigris 3s.  2  63 

"11,     '•         2  blocks 1   60 

1  thimble 10 

261  Manilla Is.  3  31 

"14,     '•         2  coils  Manilla,  »;S,  629 13c.  8177 

May  8,     '"         1  skein  twine 19 

1  gal.  boiled  oil,  $1  13,  turpe.  25c.  1  38 

1  can,  13;  1  brush,  25 38 

u  "                     Sj.'sli  brown,  6d;  lampbl'k,  at  16  22 

«  "             ■         25  pure  white  lead 2  00 

^"16.      •         82  Manilla  rope 14c.  1148 

i"  24.               1  doub.  block,  10;  Ac  1  sing,  block,  3  00 

I  •'                     2  hooks  &  thimbles 75 

'^ "            •         .54  Manilla  rope 14c.  7  56 

I  "30.     "         141           do 14c.  19  74 
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June  3,     To       64  Manilla  rope 14c.  8  96 

"20,     "        181          do 14c.  25  34 

July  8,    "          44          do 14c.  6  16 

"10,     "            1  skein  twine 19 

196  Manilla 14c.  27  44 

"            "               hook  &  thimble 50 

"  29,    "  50  white  lead,  $3  75;  1  gallon 

oil  $1  10 4  85 

$250  79 
Approved. 

Moody  Cummings, 

Supt.  Wharves. 

Rec'd  payment  of  the  within  bill. 

D.  C.  HiGGINS, 

p.  G.  H.  Franklin. 

(Endorsed)—"  D.  C.  Higgins,  JanV  8,  to  July  29, 1851. 
"  June  13,  1853,  Exhibit  A.,  F.  R.  T.^" 


No.  148. 


City  and  County  of  JVevj  York,  ss: — Daniel  C.  Higgins, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
corner  of  Washington  and  Jane  streets;  I  am  a  sailmaker; 
my  place  of  business  is  in  the  upper  part  of  No.  173  West 
street,  and  have  occupied  the  same  place  for  upwards  of 
fourteen  years. 

George  H.  Franklin,  ship-chandler,  occupies  the  store 
below,  and  has  so  occupied  it  for  about  ten  years.  Bill  of 
D.  C.  Higgins,  from  January  8  to  July  29,  1851,  marked 
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"June  13,  1853,  Exhibit  A.,  F.  R.  T.'  shown  to  witness 
who  says:  The  only  articles  which  I  had  any  thing  to  do 
with  in  this  bill,  was  strapping  the  blocks,  mentioned  in 
said  bill,  and  I  never  received  any  portion  of  the  amount 
of  said  bill,  except  for  the  strapping  of  the  blocks;  I  re- 
member that  Mr.  Franklin  said  that  as  some  of  the  arti- 
cles in  said  bill  were  furnished  by  me,  he  would  make  the 
whole  bill  out  in  my  name;  I  consented  that  he  might 
make  it  out  in  my  name;  Mr.  Franklin  was  then  an  Al- 
derman of  the  city;  my  impression  is  that  a  draft  was 
handed  mc  to*  endorse,  for  the  payment  of  said  bill, 
which  1  did  endorse,  and  I  handed  it  either  to  Mr. 
Franklin  or  his  clerk,  Archibald  Bradshaw;  the  prices 
charged  for  the  various  articles  in  the  bill,  are  reasonalde 

and  fair  market  prices. 

I).  C.  HIGGINS. 

Sworn  before  me,  tiiis  20th 
day  of  June,    1853. 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  14lt. 


City  and  County  of  J^ew  yor/.,  .vs.-— Aucuibald  Brad- 
shaw, l)eing  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows:  — 
I  reside  No.  2oi>  West  Forty-fourth  street;  I  am  a  clerk 
in  the  employment  of  George  H.  Franklin,  and  have  been  in 
his  employment,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  months,  going 
on  seven  years;  Mr.  Franklin  was  Alderman  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Waril,  in  the  year  1851.  Bill  of  I).  (■.  Higgins 
against  Moody  Cummings,  Superintendent  of  Docks, 
from  January  8,  1851,  to  July  21,  1851.  for  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  and  seventy-nine  cents,  and  marked  "  June 
13,  1853,  Exhibit  A.,  F.  R.  T.,"  being  shown  to  witness, 
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he  says:  The  said  bill  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  Mr. 
Eranklin;  the  receipt  of  the  same,  viz:  "  D.  C.  Higgins, 
p.  G.  H.  Franklin/'  is  also  in  bis  hand-writing,  and 
I  am  well  acquainted  with  his  band-writing;  D.  C.  Hig- 
gins is  a  sailmaker,  and  occupies  the  lofts  over  Mr.  Frank- 
lin's store,  he  is  not  engaged  in  business  with  Mr.  Frank- 
lin, though  he  does  work  for  him  in  his  line;  I  tbink  I 
sold  that  bill  of  goods  to  Mr.  Cummings;  I  had  no  direc- 
tions,about  it  from  Mr.  Franklin. 

1  managed  the  most  of  the  store  business  in  regard  to 
selling  goods,  and  I  sold  these  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
business,  without  the  consultation  or  any  directions  from 
Mr.  Franklin;  the  prices  charged  for  the  various  articles 
furnished,  are  the  fair  market  prices,  and  some  of  them 
rather  below  the  market  price;  I  have  heard  Mr. 
Franklin  frequently,  when  persons  would  come  in  and  ask 
him  why  he  did  not  make  proposals  to  supply  the  city  with 
articles  in  his  line,  say  no,  and  shake  his  head. 

AEC'D.  BRADSHAW. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  28th  ? 
day  of  June,  1853.         ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  150. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — George  J,  Smith, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  lis  follows: — I  reside 
No.  55  Franklin  street. 

I  am   in  the  employment  of  the  New  Haven  Railroad 
Company;  I  was  captain  of  the  Sixth  Ward  Police,  and 
held  tbe  same  from  12th  November,  1849,  until  the  fall  of 
27 
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1852;  Alexander  M.  C.  Smith  was  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  Sixth  Ward  Police,  and  his  appointment  expired  on 
or  about  the  oOlh  June,  1850;  a  short  time  previous  to 
that  time,  he  liad  a  conversation  with  me  in  the  Station- 
house  about  his  reappointment,  in  which  he  stated  to  me 
he  was  fearful  he  could  not  obtain  it  from  Barr,  and  that 
it  was  Barr's  nomination,  and  wished  me  to  see  Barr  in 
rej^ard  to  it;  I  told  him  I  would,  and  did  so  in  a  day  or 
two;  I  told  Barr  I  should  like  to  see  A.  M.  C.  Smith  re- 
appomtod:  wiien  I  first  spoke  about  it,  he  did  not  say 
much,  but  showed  he  was  hostile  to  Smith,  and  spoke  of 
the  opposition  of  Smith  to  him  at  the  previous  election;  I 
told  him  whaiever  might  have  been  his  former  opposition, 
he  was  ready  to  support  him  at  his  next  election;  he  then 
stated  that  he  would  think  about  it;  I  saw  Barr  again  the 
next  day;  I  asked  him  if  he  had  made  up  his  mind  in  re- 
gard to  Smith's  appointment,  and  he  told  me  he  had  been 
offered  a  considerable  amount  for  the  appointment;  I  think 
he  named  two  hundred  dollars;  I  wanted  him  to  tell  me 
who  had  offered  it;  he  refused;  I  then  said  to  him  if  there 
was  any  money  necessary,  Smith  would  give  as  much  as 
any  one;  he  then  told  me  I  had  better  talk  with  Smith;  I 
told  him  I  would,  and  then  left  him;  1  saw  Smith  afterwards, 
and  told  him  what  Barr  had  said,  and  also  told  him  if  he 
got  his  appointment  he  would  undoubtedly  have  to  pay  for 
it;  Smith  rci)lied  to  me  that  he  would  give  as  much  to 
support  Barr's  election  in  the  fall  as  any  man;  and  in- 
quired what  Barr  yvanted;  I  then  told  him  what  Barr  had 
informed  me,  that  he  had  been  offered  two  hundred  dollars 
for  the  appointment;  Smith,  at  that  time,  did  not  say 
whether  he  would  give  it  or  not;  I  again  saw  Alderman 
Barr,  and  reported  to  him  my  interview  with  Smith;  Barr 
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told  me  that  whatever  was  to  be  paid  by  Smith,  must  be 
paid  at  once,  as  he.  did  not  like  to  trust  Smith  until  the 
election;  I  told  him  I  supposed  if  Smith  had  to  pay  the 
money,  he  would  as  leave  pay  it  then  as  any  time,  and  I 
would  sec  Smith  about  it,  which  I  did,  and  he  told  me  to  do 
the  best  I  could,  and  Smith  then  gave  me  seventy-five  dol- 
lars, being  all  the  money  he  had  about  him  at  the  time, 
and  expecting  to  pay  more,  but  no  sum  had  yet  been  fixed; 
I  told  Smith  I  thought  Barr  would  not  agree  to  make  the 
appointment,  unless  he  was  paid  one  hundred  dollars  on 
the  first  payment;  Smith  requested  me  to  make  up  the 
other  twenty-five  dollars  and  he  would  repay  me;  I  did  so, 
and  deposited  the  money  in  the  Broadway  Bank,  where 
I  kept  my  account;  I  then  went  to  Alderman  Barr,  and 
told  him  Smith  had  paid  one  hundred  dollars  on  account; 
Barr  told  me  he  would  like  to  have  the  money,  as  he 
wished  to  use  it. 

I  told  him  to  fill  out  a  check  and  I  would  sign  it,  which 
he  did,  and  which  is  herewith  produced,  and  annexed 
marked.  Exhibit  A,  (P.  E.  T.;)  the  body  of  the  check  is  in 
his  hand-writing,  and  is  signed  by  me,  and  has  been  paid 
and  returned  to  me  by  the  bank;  this  check  I  left  with 
Alderman  Barr;  a  few  days  afterwards.  Smith  gave  me 
fifty  dollars  additional  to  the  seventy-five  which  he  had 
before  paid  me,  twenty-five  dollars  of  which  was  to  repay 
the  amount  I  had  advanced  for  him,  and  the  balance  to 
make  up  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  for  Alder- 
man Barr;  Smith  at  this  time  saying  to  me  that  if  Alder- 
man Barr  would  leave  the  difference  to  him,  when  the  fall 
election  came  on,  he  would  more  than  satisfy  him;  I  then 
went  to  Alderman  Barr  and  gave  him  twenty-five  dollars 
in  cash,  and  told  him  what  Smith  said  about  leaving  the 
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difference  to  him,  at  the  same  time  advising  him  that  it 
would  be  best  to  do  so;  he  said  very  well,  and  gave  me 
his  nomination  of  Smith  for  the  appointment;  I  then  ob- 
tained Alderman  Kelly's  signature  to  it,  and  the  next  day 
Smith  was  appointed  by  the  Mayor. 

About  the  12ih  April,  1850,  the  term  of  office  of  the 
First  Assistant  Captain,  John  Bant,  of  the  Sixth  "Ward 
Police,  expired;  he  was  a  valuable  officer,  though  a  very 
poor  man. 

I  was  very  anxious  to  have  him  reappointed,  and  ap- 
plied to  Alderman  Barr  to  know  whether  he  was  going 
renominate  him;  Barr  said  he  was  unwilling  to  reappoint 
him,  because  he.  Bant,  had  supported  the  John  Foote 
ticket,  in  opposition  to  him;  I  then  told  Barr  that  I  would 
rather  pay  a  hundred  dollars  than  lose  Captain  Bant,  as 
it  was  his  duty  to  keep  all  the  books  in  the  Station-house, 
and  he  was  an  excellent  penman;  and  I  said  further  to 
Barr,  you  know  Bant  is  a  good  officer,  he  said  he  was 
aware  of  that,  and  would  like  to  appoint  him,  if  he  could 
consistently  do  it;  the  party  that  had  supported  him,  Barr, 
bad  brought  forward  other  candidates,  and  would  expect 
bim  to  appoint  some  of  them;  after  this,  I  saw  Barr  again, 
and  spoke  on  the  subject  of  Bant's  appointment;  he  re- 
marked to  me  that  I  said  I  would  rather  pay  one  hundred 
dolhirs  than  lose  Bant,  and  he  said  he  would  take  the  one 
hundred  dollars  and  nominate  him;  I  told  him  1  would  sec 
bim  the  next  day  about  it;  I  then  had  an  interview  with 
Bant,  and  related  to  him  what  i)assod  between  Barr  and 
myself;  Bant  said  he  had  not  one  hundred  dollars  to  pay, 
but  might  find  some  friend  who  would  advance  it,  and 
stated  that  he  would  see  John  Foote,  and  ask  bim  to  ad- 
vance it;  1  told  Bant  I  would  advance  the  one   hundred 
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dollars  for  fear  Barr  might  change  his  mind  if  the  matter 
was  delayed;  the  next  day  I  saw  Barr,  and  paid  him  the 
one  hundred  dollars  in  cash,  and  he  then  g'ave  me  the 
nomination  of  Captain  Bant,who  was  afterwards  appointed. 

GEORGE   J.  SMITH. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  Bth  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
(Exhibit  A,  referred  to  in  preceding  deposition.) 
"No. 

New  York,  July  3,  1850. 

Broadway  Bank. 

Pay  to  Thos.  J.  Barr,  or  bearer, 

$100.  One  hundred  dollars. 

GEORGE  J.  SMITH." 
(Endorsed.) 

"  Exhibit  A.,  F.  R.  T." 


No.  151. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss — Alexander  M.  C. 
Smith,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — 
I  reside  No.  49  Laight  street;  I  am  in  the  express  busi- 
ness; I  was  formerly  a  police  officer,  and  my  last  appoint- 
ment was  in  June  1850,  it  was  for  four  years;  I  resigned 
in  May  1851. 

I  received  my  appointment  from  the  Mayor,  on  the 
nomination  of  the  Alderman  and  Assistant  of  the  Sixth 
Ward;  Kelly  was  then  Alderman  and  Thomas  J.  Barr 
was  Assistant;  I  had  an  interview  with  Assistant  Alder- 
man Barr,  and  spoke  to  him  abqijl;  my  being  reappointed. 


Doc.  No.  55.)  1590 

He  talked  to  me  as  though  he  would  not  reappoint  me, 
as  I  had  opposed  his  ticket  at  the  previous  election. 

He  said  he  had  a  great  many  applicants  for  the  place; 
he  did  not  say  whether  he  had  been  oflfered  any  thing  by 
any  of  the  other  applicants  for  the  place;  I  only  know  by 
hearsay  that  he  had  been  oflfered  money  by  other  ap- 
plicants; I  don't  know  who  told  me,  I  only  know  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  talk  around  that  they  were  bidding  up 
for  appointments. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars was  paid  to  Assistant  Alderman  Barr,  for  the  ap- 
l)oiutmcnt  of  any  police  ofliccr,  or  any  other  sum  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own  knowledge  that  any 
money  has  been  given  to  him  for  such  purpose. 

Q,  do  you  know  that  any  check  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  or  a  less  sum  was  given  to  Assistant  Alder- 
man Barr,  for  the  appointment  of  any  police  oflficer  ? 

A.  I  do  not,  of  my  own  knowledge;  I  did  once  give  to 
Captain  George  J.  ^^mith,  of  the  Sixth  Ward  police,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  in  two  payments,  seventy- 
five  dollars  at  one  time,  and  fifty  dollars  at  another,  to 
give  to  Assistant  Alderman  Barr;  the  way  that  it  happen- 
ed was,  I  said  to  Captain  Smith,  1  will  give  more  money 
than  any  other  mafi  will  to  aid  his  election  in  the  fall,  and 
named  one  hundred  dollars. 

He  said  he  thought  he  could  obtain  my  ai)pointment, 
either  then  or  shortly  afterwards;  I  hai.dcd  him  seventy- 
five  dollars,  and  afterwards  I  handed  him  fifty  dollars 
more. 

I  demurred  to  the  twenty-five  dollars  additional. 
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He  said  I  had  better  do  it,  and  I  handed  liim  the  fifty- 
dollars;  I  never  afterwards  gave  to  Assistant  Alderman 
Barr,  or  any  other  person  for  him  any  other  money  for 
this  purpose.  My  motive  in  giving  this  money  to  Captain 
Smith  for  Assistant  Alderman  Barr  was  to  secure  my  re- 
appointment as  a  police  officer.  I  was  reappointed  about 
the  expiration  of  my  former  term,  which  was  the  29th 
June,  1850:  Assistant  Alderman  Barr  united  in  the  nomi- 
nation. 

This  money  handed  by  me  to  Captain  Smith  was  within 
three  or  four  weeks  previous  to  receiving  my  reappoint- 
ment. 

It  was  sometime  after  my  inte^rview  with  Barr,  when, 
as  I  have  above  stated,  he  appeared  unwilling  to  appoint 
me,  on  account  of  my  opposition  to  him  at  the  previous 
election;  it  was  not  usual  to  contribute  in  the  month  of 
June  for  an  election  which  was  not  to  take  place  until  the 
subsequent  fall;  sometime  about  last  fall  Captain  Smith 
called  upon  me,  and  informed  me  that  he  was  an  applicant 
for  a  license  for  a  porter  house,  and  that  Alderman  Barr 
had  refused  to  grant  him  such  license,  and  I  thought  I 
would  speak  to  Barr  about  it,  in  the  hopes  of  persuading 
Barr  to  give  Smith  the  license. 

I  saw  Barr  upon  the  subject,  and  named  to  him  he  had 
better  give  him  the  license,  as  he.  Smith,  had  made  threats 
to  expose  or  publish  some  things,  and  among  the  rest,  I 
named  this  payment  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dol- 
lars, to  which  he  replied,  he  had  never  received  a  cent 
of  it,  and  that  now  he  would  not  give  him  a  license. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  money  having  been  paid 
to  Alderman  Barr,  or  any  other  Alderman  or  Assistant  of 
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the  city,  as  a  consideration  for  the  appointment  of  any 
police  officer. 

Answer.  I  do  not,  except  from  hearsay. 

Q.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not  intend  and  know,  that  the 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  was  to  be  given  to 
Assistant  Alderman  Barr,  by  Captain  Smith,  as  a  con- 
sideration for  his  nomination  of  you  as  a  police  officer. 

A.  I  only  intended  it  to  go  to  aid  in  the  re-election  of 

Assistant  Alderman  Barr,  the  next  fall;  I  asked  Captain 

Smith  no  questions  as   to  whom  the  money  was  to  go  to, 

but  understood  it  was  to  go  for  the  re-election  as  spoken 

of. 

A.  M.  C.  SMITH. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  0th  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  152. 
City  and  'bounty  of  JVeiv  York,  ss: — Thomas  J.  Barr,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — The  depo- 
sitions of  Alexander  M.  C.  Smith,  and  of  George  J.  Smith, 
of  9th  July.  1853,  have  been  read  to  me. 

The  statements  made  in  the  deposition  of  George  J. 
Smith,  so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  actings  and  doings  of  my- 
self arc  not  true,  except  that  said  George  J.  Smith  told 
me  that  in  the  fall  of  1851  he  would  give  some  money  to 
the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Sixth  Ward,  which  promise 
he  never  performed;  this  promise  had  no  influence  upon 
me  whatever  in  any  appointment  I  was  going  to  make; 
the  prom'se  was  a])parently  spontaneous,  and  had  no  re- 
ference to  any  police  appointment. 
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In  tlie  reappointment  of  A.  M.  C.  Smith,  and  Assistant 
Captain  Bant  I  had  in  view  only  the  service  of  the  public 
good,  and  believed  they  "were  competent  and  worthy  men 
for  the  office;  I  never  received,  directly  or  indirectly,  any 
money  or  thing  whatsoever,  or  the  promise  of  any  money 
or  thing  whatsoever,  as  a  consideration  or  inducement  for 
my  making  the  appointments  in  question,  or  any  appoint- 
ment whatever;  the  allegations  in  the  deposition  of  said 
George  J.  Smith,  of  his  having  paid  me  the  several  sums 
of  money  mentioned  in  his  examination,  or  any  part  there- 
of, are  and  each  of  them  utterly  untrue. 

I  often,  on  the  application  of  the  said  George  J.  Smith, 
when  he  was  captain  of  the  police,  lent  him  money,  and 
in  several  instances  took  his  check  for  the  amount,  dated 
ahead;  the  check  annexed  to  the  deposition  of  the  said 
George  J.  Smith,  is  not  filled  up  in  the  body  of  it,  nor  is 
any  part  of  the  body  of  it  in  my  hand-writing;  I  have  no 
recollection  of  that  identical  check  having  been  delivered 
to  me,  though  it  might  have  been  in  one  of  the  instances 
of  my  lending  him  money  for  a  sum  which  I  loaned  him; 
the  body  of  the  check  looks  to  me  in  its  filling  in  to  be  in 
the  hand-writing  of  James  B.  Taylor,  with  whose  hand- 
writing I  am  acquainted. 

The  allegations  of  the  said  George  J.  Smith  in  his  exami- 
nation, of  the  purpose  for  which  the  said  check  was  given 
to  me,  is  wholly  untrue;  I  recollect  A.  M.  C.  Smith  speak- 
ing to  me  in  behalf  of  George  J.  Smith,  in  reference  to 
granting  him  a  license  to  sell  liquor;  and  A.  M.  C.  Smith 
telling  me  that  George  J.  Smith  had  made  the  threats  men- 
tioned in  A.  M.  C.Smith's  deposition,  and  he  named  to  me 
that  George  J.  Smith  had  said  I  had  received  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  for  the  reappointment  of  A.  M.  C. 
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Smith;  I  then  answered  A.  M.  C.  Smith  that  I  had  never 
received  a  cent  of  it,  and  that  now  I  would  not  give  him  a 
license. 

So  much  of  the  deposition  of  Robert  "W.  Lowber  as  re- 
lates to  matters  in  which  my  name  is  connected,  have  been 
read  to  me,  and  the  same,  so  far  as  they  apply  to  my  act- 
ings and  doings,  are  utterly  untrue,  except,  that  I  recol- 
lect on  one  occasion  going  to  the  foot  of  Fourteenth  street, 
East  river  to  see  Mr.  Lowber,  in  company  with  Alderman 
Brisley,  that  until  then  I  was  a  stranger  to  Mr.  Lowber. 

The  conversation  on  that  occasion  was  principally  con- 
ducted by  Alderman  Brisley  and  George  White,  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Streets,  whom  we  found  there  when  we 
arrived;  I  heard  but  a  small  part  of  the  conversation,  and 
participated  but  little  in  it;  I  cannot  recollect  all  that  was 
said,  but  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  Mr.  Lowber  appeared 
to  wish  the  authorities  to  take  a  lease  of  the  place,  for  a 
dumping  board,  and  did  not  appear  to  want  any  rent;  I 
did  not  like  his  manner  or  conversation  on  that  occasion, 
and  had  but  little  to  say  to  him. 

On  hearing  him,  I  remarked  to  Alderman  Brisley,  that 
it  appeared  to  me  he  was  a  dangerous  man,  and  that  I  did 
not  wish  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  or  say  to  him;  I 
afterwards  met  him  in  the  City  Hall,  he  came  up  to  me,  it 
was  just  after  Alderman  Kelly,  one  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Emigration  and  myself  had  been  seeking  to  find  a  place 
in  the  city  for  an  emigration  lodging-house;  Mr.  Lowber 
said  to  me,  he  had  some  lots  that  would  be  suitable  to 
build  lodging-houses  on;  he  opened  the  subject  to  me,  be- 
fore I  said  any  thing  about  it;  I  referred  him  to  Alderman 
Kelly,  who  had  that  matter  in  charge,  not  one  word  was 
said  about  price. 
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I  then  immediately  left  him;  the  remarks  which  Mr. 
Lowber,  in  his  examination  alleges,  on  the  two  several  oc- 
casions above-mentioned,  as  having  been  made  by  me,  are 
utterly  untrue;  I  made  no  such  remarks,  nor  said  any  thing 
which  could  fairly  imply  the  meaning  which  such  remarks 
convey;  I  had  no  part  or  lot  in  the  matters  referred  to  in 
Mr.  Lowber's  examination,  except  what  I  have  above 
stated. 

THOS.  J.  BARR. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  21st ) 

day  of  November,  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  153. 
City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — William  Mackel- 
LAR,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  being  duly  affirmed,  doth 
affirm  and  say  as  follows,  that  is  to  say: — I  have  been  a 
clerk  in  the  Police  Department,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
since  March,  1849;  I  am  well  acquainted  with  George  Jef- 
ferson Smith,  formerly  captain  of  the  sixth  patrol  district 
of  said  city,  and  know  his  general  character,  for  veracity 
and  integrity;  his  general  character  is  very  bad;  I  would 
not  believe  him  under  oath;  he,  when  captain,  was  tried 
before  Mayor  Kingsland,  on  several  charges;  one  wa?lbr 
stealing  money,  one  was  for  perjury,  and  one  war  for  for- 
gery; and  before  the  Mayor  decided  the  c»es,  another 
charge,  with  several  specifications,  were  preferred  against 
him,  before  the  Mayor,  for  receiving  mr-^ey  from  several 
persons,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the^^^e  to  the  excise 
officers,  on  procuring  a  license  to  eac^*^  sell   liquor  and 
appropriating  the  money  to  his  ow]"^^>  and  for  permit- 
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ting  such  persons  to  sell  liquor  without  licenses;  that,  be- 
fore, on  the  last  mentioned  charges,  his  trial  came  on,  he 
resigned;  I  think  he  resigned  on  the  day  on  which  he  was 
to  be  tried:  I  know  that  he  resigned,  because,  on  the  last- 
mentioned  charge,  he  knew  that  the  proof  would  be  suffi- 
cient, if  he  should  be  tried,  to  convict  him. 

WM.  MACKELLAR. 

Affirmed,  this  1st  Dc- ) 
cember,  l^oo.         ^ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  154. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — John  Timoney,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  am  a  po- 
liceman, of  the  sixth  district,  and  have  been  for  about 
three  years  and  a  half;  I  am  well  acquainted  with  George 
J.  Smith,  who  was  the  captain  of  that  police  district. 

He  borrowed  money  of  me,  whilst  he  was  my  captain, 
out  of  my  pay,  and  has  never  repaid  it;  his  reputation  was, 
that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  borrowing  money  from  the  po- 
licemen. 

JOHN  TIMONEY. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  4th  ) 

day  of  January,  1854.    ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  155. 

City  and  County  of  J\\w  York,  ss: — Jamks  ^IcNulty, 
being  duly  swor\n,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  was  a 
policeman  of  the  ;«ixth  district,  and  have  been  two  years 
and  eleven  monthst 
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I  resigned  in  July  last;  I  am  well  acquainted  with 
George  J.  Smith,  who  was  the  captain  of  that  police  dis- 
trict, when  I  was  policeman ;  I  know  his  general  reputa- 
tion for  truth  and  veracity,  and  integrity;  his  general 
character  is  bad;  while  I  was  policeman,  and  he  captain, 
he  borrowed  money  of  me,  and  I  only  obtained  it  by  means 
of  a  law  suit,  of  about  eighteen  months  duration,  in  which 
he  tried  to  avoid  the  payment  of  it;  I  have  no  confidence 
in  his  integrity;  as  to  his  veracity,  under  oath,  I  am  doubt- 
ful about  it. 

JAMES  McNULTY. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  4th  ) 

day  of  January,  1854.     j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  156, 

City  and  County  of  Jfew  York,  ss: — Roger  Judge,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside  No. 
152  Leonard  street;  I  am  a  policeman  of  the  sixth  dis- 
trict, and  have  been  for  three  years  and  six  months. 

I  am  well  acquainted  with  George  J.  Smith,  who  was 
captain  of  that  district. 

I  know  his  general  character  for  truth  and  veracity,  and 
it  is  bad. 

From  what  I  know  of  him,  I  would  not  believe  him  un- 
der oath;  I  have  had  dealings  with  him,  and  from  those 
dealings,  as  well  as  from  his  general  character,  I  have  no 

confidence  in  his  integrity. 

ROGER  JUDGE. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  4th  > 
day  of  January,  1854.    ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  157. 

City  and  County  of  Xcw  York,  ss:  —  Andrew  Van 
Blarcom,  Jr.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  fol- 
lows:— I  am  book-keeper  in  the  Chemical  Bank  of  this 
city,  and  am  well  acquainted  with  the  hand-writing  of 
Thomas  J.  Barr,  late  Alderman  of  the  Sixth  "Ward,  and 
have  frequently  seen  him  write. 

Exhibit  A,  annexed  to  the  deposition  of  George  J. 
Smith,  being  shown  to  witness  he  says  :  No  part  of  the 
writing  of  said  check  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  said 
Thomas  J.  Barr.  Alderman  Barr  opened  an  account  with 
the  Chemical  Bank  in  May,  1851,  and  has  a'balancc  re- 
maining in  the  bank  at  the  present  time. 

A.  VAN  BLARCOM,  Jr. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  25th  > 
day  of  January,  1854.       ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  158. 


City  and  Comity  of  Mew  York,  ss:  —  Andrew  Van 
Blarcom,  Jr.,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as 
follows:— I  am  book-keeper  in  the  Chemical  Bank  of  this 
city. 

E.x-Alderman  Thomas  J.  Barr  has  an  account  open  in 
said  bank;  I  am  well  acijuainted  with  his  hand-writing, 
having  often  seen  him  write. 

The  check  now  produced,  and  herewith  annexed,  marked 
"  Exhibit  A,"'  is  taken  from  said  bank;  it  is  lilled  up  and 
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signed  by  said  Thomas  J.  Barr,  and  is  in  his  proper  hand- 
writing. 

A.  VAN  BLARCOM,  Jr. 

Sworn  before  rac,  this  26th  ) 
day  of  January,  1854.      ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 

"  Exhibit  A,"  referred  to  in  the  preceding  deposition. 

No.     . 

New  York,  July  19, 1851. 

^  Chemical  Bank, 

^  Pay  to  Gr.  J.  Smith,  or  bearer, 

^  One  hundred  Dollars. 

I  $100. 


THOS.  J.  BARR. 


Endorsed, 

George  J.  Smith. 


No.  159. 


City  and  County  of  JS'nu  York,  ss: — William  B.  Rey- 
nolds, being  duly  sworn,  this  24th  day  of  May,  1853,  de- 
poses and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside  in  said  city.  No.  80 
Rivington  street;  I  am  a  contractor;  I  have  been  engaged 
as  a  contractor  for  two  years;  prior  to  that  time  I  kept  a 
hardware  store;  I  was  engaged  in  no  other  business,  prior 
to  two  years  ago,  than  the  hardware  business,  I  think;  on 
quitting  the  hardware  business  I  went  into  the  business 
of  removing  blood  and  offal  from  the  city;  I  had  but  one 
contract  for  that  purpose,  and  it  is  a  part  of  the  unexpired 
contract;  I  had  not  been  engaged  in  removing  blood  and 


Doc.  No.  55.)  1600 

offal  from  the  city  prior  to  making  this  contract;  I  believe 
the  contract  was  in  writing;  there  was  another  contract, 
of  which  the  present  one  was  a  renewal;  including  all 
contracts,  the  full  time  I  have  been  engaged  in  removing 
blood  and  offal  from  the  city,  was  about  two  years  last 
February,  I  think;  the  previous  contract  was  in  writing; 
my  name  was  not  in  that  contract,  think;  I  bought  it;  I 
bought  it  from  one  Mr.  Coles;  his  Christian  name  1  do 
not  recollect;  I  don't  recollect  whether  the  transfer  of  that 
contract  was  in  writing,  but  I  think  it  was;  I  think  it  was 
Stephen  Coles  from  whom  I  bought  the  first  contract;  I 
don't  recollect  the  time  the  assignment  by  Coles  to  me  was 
made;  it  was  about  two  years  ago;  it  must  have  been  in 
1851;  I  think  I  commenced  in  February;  prior  to  that  there 
was  no  contract;  it  was  carried  on  by  private  individuals; 
these  private  individuals  were  one  Brady,  Baxter,  Lent, 
James  I).  Morgan;  I  know  nobody  else  in  that  business; 
I  lent  five  thousand  and  some  odd  dollars  to  those  persons; 
I  paid  to  Mr.  Morgan,  the  secretary  of  the  company,  who 
wa^  to  have  given  me  a  mortgage  on  the  island — Eaton's 
Island — and  the  steamboat  Boston,  but  did  not  do  so;  I 
do  not  know  who  Stephen  Coles  was;  I  never  saw  him 
but  once,  to  my  knowledge;  I  don't  recollect  how  much  I 
gave  him  for  the  contract;  I  cannot  say  whether  it  was  as 
much  as  one  thousand  dollars;  I  don't  recollect  who  intro- 
duced me  to  Mr.  Coles;  I  don't  recollect  to  whom  I  paid 
the  money;  I  don't  recollect  whctlier  the  contract  was  con- 
summated at  the  only  interview  I  had  with  Mr.  Coles;  the 
blood  and  offal,  under  that  contract,  was  carried  beyond 
the  Narrows,  outride,  twelve  miles  from  the  city;  the  dead 
animals  were  conveyed  to  tiie  same  place;  they  wA-q  not 
conveyed  to  Barren  Island  at  that  time;  the  dead  animala 
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at  that  time  were   dumped   overboard;   I  hired  Barren 
Island  about  the  latter  part  of  February,  1851. 

Q.  What  rent  did  you  agree  to  pay  at  that  time  for  Bar- 
ren Island  ? 

The  witness  declines  answering  the  question,  on  the 
ground  that  it  interferes  with  his  private  business. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  going  on  a  Sunday  for  the  purpose 
of  seeing  about  hiring  that  island  ? 

The  witness  declines  answering  the  question,  for  the 
same  reason  as  above.  I  received  my  pay,  under  the 
Coles'  contract,  from  Dr.  White,  the  City  Inspector;  I  was 
paid  once  a  month;  I  cannot  tell  exactly;  some  months 
more  than  others,  according  to  the  number  of  animals  re- 
moved; my  office  in  the  city,  at  that  time  was  No.  17  Piatt 
street;  no  body  superintended  under  me  the  carrying  out 
of  that  contract;  I  did  it  myself;  under  the  Coles  con- 
tract, in  the  first  place,  I  removed  the  dead  animals,  blood 
and  oflfal  in  a  barge,  towed  by  a  steamboat  down  the  bay; 
afterward  I  removed  them  in  sailing  vessels;  I  hired, 
different  steamboats  to  tow;  sometimes,  whilst  we  towed 
with  the  steamboat,  we  went  every  other  day;  afterward, 
when  we  used  sailing  vessels,  we  went  every  day,  when  we 
could;  the  barge  was  moored  at  the  foot  of  Twenty-third 
street.  East  river;  there  was  another  boat  placed  a  short 
time  afterward,  at  the  foot  of,  or  in  the  neighborhood  of, 
Forty-third  street.  North  river;  about  the  time  I  bought 
Coles  out,  I  bought  the  barges,  but  I  don't  know  from 
whom;  prior  to  my  buying  the  contract  from  Coles,  I  re- 
ceived no  money  from  Dr.  White;  I  don't  recollect  whe- 
ther I  negotiated  the  purchase  of  the  contract  from  Coles, 
28 
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with  himself  direct.  I  know  Mr.  John  Brady  he  was  not 
engaged,  of  any  consequence  in  removing  my  offal;  I  filed 
the  assignment  of  the  Coles'  contract  with  Dr.  White;  1 
now  recollect  that  assignment  was  in  writing;  it  was 
signed  by  Coles;  I  do  not  know  that  in,  or  about  October, 
1850,  Coles  assigned  that  contract  to  John  Brady,  William 
C.  Lent,  and  James  D.  Morgan,  or  either  of  them;  1  did 
not  hear  that  he  had  made  a  previous  assignment  to  any 
one;  I  don't  recollect  whether  the  assignment  of  Coles  to 
mc  embraced  the  use  of  any  boats  or  barges;  I  know 
James  Riddle;  he  was  employed  by  me. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  was  James  Riddle  employed  ? 

Ji.  In  any  thing  I  «tirectcd  him  to  do. 

Q.  What  was  his  special  employment? 

A.  In  any  thing  I  directed  him,  in  all  nuisances;  he 
was  notemployed  at  a  salary;  Tgavc  him  a  certain  portion 
of  the  profits,  subject  to  no  losses. 

Q.  What  poition  of  the  profits? 

The  witness  declines  answering,  because  it  relates  to  his 
private  business,  and  desires  to  have  the  advice  of  his 
counsel;  his  counsel  was  sent  for,  and  appeared  and  ad- 
vised the  witness  to  answer  the  question. 

A.  He  had  one-oighlh:  I  gave  him  that  to  facilitate 
the  business,  and  to  interest  him  more  in  liaving  it  hur- 
ried on. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  pay  him  in  any  one  year? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect,  1  cannot  toll  about;  Mr.  Riddle 
continued  with  me  until  within  two  or  three  months  ago; 
I  don't  recollect  when  he  commenced  with  me;  he  was  with 
mc  over  a  year;  I  made  no  agreement  with  Riddle  under 
the  new  contract;  I  don't  think   1   did;  he  continued  on 
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under  the  old  arrangement;  there  were  other  persons  who 
received  a  portion  of  the  profits.  Thomas  Frith  did;  he 
takes  charge  of  the  establishment  at  Barren  Island;  Mr. 
Frith  resided,  before  he  took  charge  of  Barren  Island,  on 
Fortieth  street,  just  below  Tenth  avenue;  my  acquaintance 
with  him  commenced  some  four  or  five  months  before  I 
commenced  with  the  first  contract;  I  don't  recollect  who 
introduced  him  to  me;  Francis  Gross,  my  partner,  was 
also  interested  in  the  profits;  he  has  been  my  partner  some 
five  or  six  years  in  all  business;  no  one  else  is  interested 
in  the  profits;  no  other  person  has  been  interested  in  the 
profits  under  either  contract,  except  those  above-named, 
during  the  time  or  part  of  the  time  I  have  held  those  con- 
tracts; I  recollect  now,  that  another  person,  James  D. 
Morgan,  was  interested  in  the  profits  of  both  contracts;  he 
did  not  render  any  service^in  particular;  I  don't  recollect 
what  amount  or  proportion  of  profits  he  was  to  receive;  I 
have  no  means  of  refreshing  my  recollection  on  the  sub- 
ject; there  was  no  one  else;  no  one  was  to  receive  any  sum 
to  be  paid  to  me  out  of  the  moneys  to  be  paid  to  me,  or 
any  proportion  of  the  moneys  to  be  paid  to  me;  no  person 
has  received  any  money  from  me,  growing  out  of  my  con- 
tract or  contracts,  or  either  of  them,  other  than  those  in- 
terested in  the  profits,  as  before  named,  and  those  imme- 
diately employed  by  me  in  carrying  into  efi'ect  the  said 
contracts. 

Q.  Did  you,  Mr.  Reynolds,  make  proposals  to  the  City 
Inspector,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  Corporation,  in  re- 
gard to  the  first  contract,  before  it  was  granted  to  Mr. 
Coles  ? 

A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  person,  in  your  behalf? 
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A.  No,  Fir. 

Q.  At  the  time  of  the  tranpf?r  of  the  contract  by  Mr. 
Coles  to  you,  what  arrangement,  if  any,  was  made,  in  ref- 
erence to  your  prior  debt  of  live  thousand  dollars  and 
upward  ? 

A.  There  was  not  any  arrangement  made  with  me  ? 

Q.  Was  there  any  arrangement  made  with  regard  to 
that  debt  ? 

Ji.  There  was  not. 

Q.  Poes  that  debt  still  exist? 

Ji.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Against  whom  ? 

A.  Against  Baxter,  Brady,  Lent  &  Co. 

Q.  Have  you  attempted  to  enforce  its  collection? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  as  hard  as  ever  a  man  did  in  the  world. 

Q.  Against  whom?  • 

A.  Baxter,  Brady,  Lent  k  Co. 

Q.  Did  you  commence  a  suit? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q-  "Who  were  the  parties  defendant  in  that  suit? 

A.  I  am  at  a  Iofs  to  tell  you  ? 

Q.  Was  James  D.  Morgan  one  of  them  ? 

A.  Yes;  lie  was  the  Co.;  he  was  sued. 

Q.  Did  you  put  in  proposals,  in  writing,  to  the  City  In- 
spector, or  any  other  officer  of  the  Corporation,  in  rela- 
tion to  your  present  contract? 

A.  No,  ^ir. 

Q.  Did  you  put  in  proposals  of  any  kind,  in  writing,  in 
relation  to  the  obtaining  of  the  present  contract? 

A.  Yes  I  gave  to  the  City  Inspector  a  statement  in 
writing,  of  the  prices  for  what  I  would  do  the  extra 
work. 


1603  (Doc.  No.  55. 

Q.  What  Tras  the  extra  work  to  which  j-ou  allude  ? 

A.  It  was  removin<2:  butchers'  blood  and  offal  from  the 
slaughter-houses  to  the  boats;  also  dead  dogs,  cats,  soap 
boilers'  nuisances;  it  was  all  that  was  not  embraced  in 
the  former  contract. 

Q.  Were  those  proposals  of  yours  sealed  proposals  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Your  former  contract  was  for  one  year  only — who 
arranged  for  the  five  years  ? 

A.  I  don't  recollect  about  that. 

Q.  Can  you  explain  how  your  contract  came  to  be  for 
five  years? 

A.  I  was  carrying  on  my  contract.  There  was  a  peti. 
tion  sent  in  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  to  remove  the  offal 
and  the  dead  animals  from  the  city  for  nothing.  There 
was  another  petition,  by  Mr.  Wood,  to  perform  this  for 
ten  dollars  a  day.  The  first  petition  above  named,  was 
from  Mr.  Green.  There  were  several  others  from  parties 
whose  names  I  don't  recollect,  for  different  prices.  I  sent 
in  a  petition  to  the  Board  of  Assistant?,  that  I  would  con- 
tinue to  remove  it  at  the  same  prices  that  I  was  then  re. 
ceiving  from  the  City  Inspector.  Some  five  or  six  weeks 
— it  might  have  been  longer — I  received  a  notice  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Health,  to  attend  a  meeting;  I 
took  a  statement  of  four  separate  months,  out  of  my  ledger, 
showing  them  the  amount  it  cost  to  remove  it;  I  there 
told  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  that  I  would  go  before 
a  Commissioner  of  Deeds  with  him,  and  make  an  affidavit 
that  that  wiis  a  correct  copy  of  what  it  cost  to  remove  it 
from  the  city.  It  cost  thirty-two  thousand  dollars,  and  I 
received  twenty  eight  thousand  dollars  for  one  year.  They 
laughed  at  me,  and  did  no^  believe  it.     I  told  them  it  could 
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not  be  removed  from  the  city  for  less,  that  it  could  not  be 
done  for  nothing;  it  could  not  be  removed  where  it  had  to  go 
to;  it  was  very  expensive.  I  told  them  I  would  not  take 
it  any  less,  and  I  would  not  take  it  unless  they  gave  it  for 
five  years,  to  enable  me  to  place  a  steamboat  there.  Mr. 
Green,  and  some  twenty-five  others,  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee. Mr.  Green  stated  that  he  had  made  a  mistake, 
and  that  he  could  not  do  it  for  nothing,  and  he  wished  hi? 
influence  to  go  in  favor  of  Mr.  Wood;  they  told  him  hi.- 
influence  was  of  no  service.  They  then  asked  one  of  those 
other  gentlemen  what  he  would  do  with  it.  He  said  he 
would  take  it  to  Fortieth  street;  they  asked  if  he  had  any 
other  place  and  he  said  no;  they  told  him  the  state  law 
would  not  allow  it  to  go  there.  Another  one  of  the  gentle- 
men said  he  would  take  it  under  the  Palisades,  at  any  price 
they  would  name.  They  showed  him  a  remonstrance  from 
New  Jersey,  that  they  would  hold  the  city  liable  for  bring- 
ing nuisances  in  their  state;  they  also  showed  him  another 
from  all  the  owners  and  ca|)tains  of  steamboats  on  the 
Hudson  river,  who  said  if  they  had  no  other  remedy  to 
prevent  it  going  there,  they  would  run  the  boats,  taking 
it,  down.  There  were  several  others,  who  said  they  would 
take  it  about  the  city;  but  the  law  prohil)itcd  that.  They 
asked  Mr.  Wood  what  he  would  take  it  away  for,  and  he 
said  he  could  not  take  it  for  ten  dollars  a  day;  if  they 
would  give  it  to  him,  he  would  take  it  for  one  dollar  a 
day  less  than  I  had  agreed  to  take  it  for. 

W.  B.  REYNOLDS. 

The  further  examination  of  the  witness  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow  morning. 
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May  25, 1853. 

The  examination  of  the  witness  was  resumed. 

Q.  What  rent  did  you  agree  to  pay  for  Barren  Island, 
the  latter  part  of  February,  1851  ? 

A.  I  paid  one  hundred  dollars  a  year. 

Q.  Who  was  the  lessor. 

Jt.  Mr.  Lott,  of  Flatlands,  L.  I. 

Q.  As  the  result  of  the  proceedings  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  as  detailed  by  you  yester- 
day, was  it  determined  to  give  to  you  a  contract  for  re- 
moving dead  animals,  offal,  &c. 

A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  your  contract  first  passed  upon  by  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  this  interview  with  the  Committee  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  before  or  after  the  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  that  contract  had  passed  the  Board  of  Assistants  ? 

A.  It  was  after. 

Q.  How  came  the  subject  in  the  first  instance,  before 
the  Board  of  Assistants  ? 

A.  I  sent  a  petition  there. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  any  meeting  of  a  Committee  of  the 
Board  of  Assistants  on  the  subject  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  members  of  that  Committee  ? 

A.  Assistant  Aldermen  Tait,  Ring  and  Mabbatt. 
■   Q.  Did  you  attend  more  than  one  meeting  on  the  subject 

A.  I  attended  one  or  two;  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Did  any  other  person  attend  on  the  same  subject,  be' 
sides  yourself  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 
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Q.  Was  any  abatement  made  in  your  original  terms,  as 
proposed  by  your  petition,  by  that  Committee  ? 

^5.  I  do  not  know;  there  might  have  been,  after  I  left; 
there  was  not  whilst  I  was  there. 

Q.  Had  you,  prior  to  that,  had  any  business  or  pecuni- 
ary transactions  with  either  member  of  that  Committee? 

Jl.  No.  sir;  I  might  have  spoken  to  some  of  them,  to 
give  me  the  contract. 

Q.  Did  you  afterward  have  any  business  or  pecuniary 
transactions  with  either  member  of  that  Committee  ? 

^.  I  don't  recollect  of  having  any. 

Q.  In  what  bank  did  you  then  keep  your  account  ? 

Jl.  In  the  Union  Bank. 

Q.  Were  you,  at  any  time,  indebted  to  any  member  of 
the  Board  of  Assistants  ? 

Ji.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  clieck  of  yours,  having  the  in- 
dorsement of  one  of  those  members  ? 

^.  No,  sir,  unless  Mr.  Mabbatt  may  have  had  one  for  a 
coal  bill. 

Q.  Had  you,  prior  to  that  time,  had  any  business  or  pe- 
cuniary transactions  with  Dr.  White  ? 

./I.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  your  first  business  transactions  commence 
with  him  ? 

^.  About  two  years  ago  last  February. 

Q.  What  were  they  ? 

J],  llemoving  the  blood  and  offal,  under  the  contracts. 

Q.  Have  your  business  transactions  with  him  termi- 
nated ? 

Jl.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  they  terminate  ? 
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A.  When  he  ■went  out  of  office. 

A.  Were  you  at  any  time,  indebted  to  Dr.  White,  dur 
ing  those  two  years  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  only  in  discounting  a  note  for  me. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  your  pay  by  warrant  ? 

A.  No,  sir;  by  checks,  I  received  it  whilst  Dr.  White 
was  in  office. 

Q.  By  whose  checks  ? 

A.  Dr.  White's. 

Q,  On  what  bank? 

A.  The  Butchers  and  Drovers'  and  the  Nassau  Bank. 

Q.  Who  drew  the  warrants  from  the  Comptroller  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  then  draw  them,  or  any  of  them  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  body  by  you  authorized  to  indorse  your 
name  on  those  warrants  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Of  that  you  are  positive,  are  you  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  those  warrants  ? 

A,  I  might  have  seen  them. 

Q.  Did  you  yourself  ever  indorse  one  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  amount  of  the  checks  you  received  fi-om  Dr. 
White  correspond  with  the  amounts  of  the  warrants  ? 
A.  I  never  saw  the  warrants. 
Q.  Did  you  keep  a  set  of  books. 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  them  still  ? 
A.  I  do  not  know. 
Q.  When  did  you  last  see  them  ? 
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^^.  I  clont  recollect. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  llioni  within  a  month? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  them  when  you  last  saw  them  ? 

Ji.  They  were  in  my  office,  No.  92  Warren  street. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  they  have  been  re- 
moved from  there  ? 

ji.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  recently  rendered  a  bill  against  the  Cor- 
poration ? 

Ji.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  what  sources,  or  entries  in  what  books,  did  you 
derive  information  of  the  items  composing  that  last  bill  ? 

A.  I  get  it  from  the  contract. 

Q.  Ilow  did  you  know  the  number,  from  the  contract, 
you  removed  during  the  month  ? 

A.  I  get  it  from  the  superintendent  of  the  docks,  placed 
there  by  the  City  Inspector. 

Q.  Who  pays  that  superintendent? 

A.  I  presume  the  City  Inspector;  he  employs  him. 

Q.  His  name  ? 

A.  Mr.  Cornell;  his  Christian  name  I  don't   know;  I 
don't  know  where  he  resides. 

Q.  Ilow  did  you  ascertain  the  number  of  tons  of  blood 
and  offal  ? 

A.  I  got  it  at  the  City  Inspector'^  office. 

Q.  Do  you  make  any  entries  in  your  own  books  in  rela- 
tion to  these  matters  ? 

A.  I  do  about  tl^e  dead  animals. 

W.   H.  REYNOLDS. 

The  further  examination  of  the  witness  was  postponed 

until  to-morrow  morninGr. 


1611  (Doc.  No.  55. 

May  26,  1853. 
Tlie  examination  of  the  witness  was  resumed. 

Q.  When  did  you  send  in  j'our  application  for  the  con- 
tract of  the  24th  of  April,  1852  ? 

A.  I  sent  in  a  petition;  I  don't  remember  the  time;  you 
will  find  that  out  by  the  petition;  I  think  it  was  about 
two  months  before  the  contract. 

Q.  To  which  Board  did  you  send  it  ? 

A.  To  the  Board  of  Assistants. 

Q.  By  which  member  of  the  Board  did  you  send  it  in  ? 

A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, with  any  member  or  members  cf  the  Common 
Council  upon  the  subject  of  that  application,  before  you 
sent  it  in  ? 

A.  I  might  have  done  so,  but  I  don't  remember  any  one 
in  particular. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  a  particular  conversation  with  one 
of  the  Aldermen,  on  that  subject,  before  you  sent  your 
application  in  ? 

A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Is  your  memory  very  good  or  very  bad? 

A.  It  is  good  in  some  cases. 

Q.  Is  it  bad  in  others  ? 

A.  It  is  in  some  cases. 

Q.  Is  it  bad  in  relation  to  all  conversations  you  may 
have  had  with  members  of  the  Common  Council,  on  the 
subject  of  that  application  ? 

A.  Some  of  the  conversation  I  recollect;  no  sir,  it  is  not 
bad  with  regard  to  all. 

Q.  Had  you  any  conversation  with,  or  any  understand- 


Dec.  Xo.  55.)  161-2 

ing  with  any  person  or  persons,  that  he  or  they,  or  any  of 
them  should  be  directly  or  indirectly  interested  with  you 
in  that  contract,  or  the  profits  to  be  derived  therefrom,  or 
any  portion  of  such  profits,  provided  you  were  Fuccessfu^ 
in  obtaining  the  same  ? 

A,  Yes;   I  did. 

Q.  Name  such  person  or  persons? 

A.  Francis  Gross,  James  D.  Morgan. 

Q.  Any  one  else  ? 

A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  ? 

A.  I  don't  remember  of  any  other  person;  I  might  have 
had. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  whether  you  did  or  not  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  "Who  might  be  the  person  with  whom  you  might  have 
had  such  an  understanding  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  How  long  is  it  since  3'ou  have  forgotten  who  that 
person  was  ? 

A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  State  the  time,  to  the  best  of  your  recollection? 

A.  I  cannot  state  the  time,  for  I  don't  know. 

Q.  "Was  it  before  or  since  the  first  of  March  last  ? 

A.  If  I  had  any  conversation  with  any  person  it  was 
before. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  whether  you  had  any  conversation 
or  understanding  with  any  person,  in  relation  lo  the  dis- 
position of  the  profits  of  that  contract  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Name  the  person  and  persons? 

A.  Francis  Gross. 
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Q.  Who  else? 

A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Was  James  D.  Morgan  one  ? 

A,  I  can't  remember,  I  might  have  had. 

The  witness  now  states,  that  having  misapprehended 
the  purport  of  the  former  question,  says,  that  it  was  not 
understood  or  agreed  upon  between  himself  and  any  one 
else,  that  he  was  to  share  that  contract  or  any  of  the  pro- 
fits to  be  derived  therefrom,  with  any  person  or  persons 
other  than  Mr.  Gross  and  Mr.  Morgan,  before  named,  and 
except  that  some  of  his  employees  were  to  have  a  portion 
of  the  profits,  as.  the  measure  of  their  compensation. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  wrote  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  wrote  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  that  Committee  had  this  re- 
port written  and  ready  to  present  at  the  time  that  Mr. 
Menck,  Mr.  Green,  and  Mr.  Brady,  appeared  before  the 
Committee  on  the  afternoon  of  the  evening  on  which  that 
report  was  made  in  your  favor. 

Ay  I  did  not  know. 

Q.  Did  you  know,  or  was  you  consulted  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  report  of  Dr.  White,  the  City  Inspector,  made 
to  the  Committee  of  Public  Health,  in  the  Board  of  As- 
sistants ? 

A,  I  don't  recollect,  I  might  have  heard  something  about 
it;   I  am  not  positive. 

Q.  Was  Dr.  White,  or  is  Dr.  White  directly  or  indirect- 
ly concerned  in  the  contract  or  its  execution  ? 
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A.  No  sir;  no  further  than  executing  the  contract  as 
the  head  of  the  department. 

Q.  Mad  you  in  any  way,  shape,  manner,  or  form,  any 
council  or  attorney,  or  any  agent  employed,  directly  or  in- 
directly, in  the  applicaiiou  for,  or  in  the  procuring  of  that 
contract  ? 

A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  paid  or  agreed  to  pay  any  person  or 
persons  whomsoever,  any  money,  property,  or  valuable 
thing,  for  in  any  way  assisting  in  procuring  that  contract? 

A.  No,  sir;  not  as  I  recollect. 

Q.  Why  do  you  qualify  your  last  answer? 

A.  If  you  should  hereafter  bring  to  my  mind  where  I 
had  I  could  answer  more  fully. 

Q.  Is  it  possible  that  any  thing  of  that  kind  may  be 
brought  to  your  mind  hereafter? 
A.  It  might  be. 

Q.  Have  you  at  any  time  made  any  loan,  gift,  gratuity 
or  reward,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  any  person  or  persons 
whomsoever,  of  any  money,  property,  article  or  valuable 
thing  for  or  toward  a  compensation,  or  on  account  of  aid 
or  service  he  or  they  may  have  rendered,  or  been  supposed 
to  have  rendered,  in  procuring  said  contract. 

A.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  recollect  now;  I  can  answer  more 
distinctly  on  one  thing,  there  has  been  no  public  officer 
has  received  a      thing. 

Q.  Has  any  one  else  received  any  thing  ? 

A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  If  you  don't  remember  the  person,  don't  you  remem- 
ber the  amount  or  the  thing  given  or  loaned  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Are  you  in  anywise  related  to  any  of  the  Aldermen 
or  Assistant  Aldermen  ? 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  are  interested  with  you  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  dead  animals,  after  they  are  removed  from  the  city  ? 

Ji.  There  is  no  one  interested. 

W.  B.  REYNOLDS. 

Sworn  before  me  the  24th  day  of  May,  ^ 
1853,  and  examined  that  day  and  on  >- 
the  25th  and  26th  days  of  May,  1853. ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  160. 


City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  55;— Alfred  W.  "White, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  was 
City  Inspector  from  May,  1847,  to  1st  January,  1853;  I 
have  read  the  depositions  of  John  Brady,  William  C.  Lent, 
William  L.  Baxter,  William  H.  Knapp  and  Thomas  C. 
Pinckney,  in  which  my  name  is  referred  to.  Each  and 
every  allegation  contained  in  those  depositions,  or  any  of 
them,  that  I  was  ever  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Baxter* 
Brady,  Lent  &  Company,  or  tending  to  convey  that  idea, 
or  that  I  was  interested  at  all  in  their  transactions,  or 
concerns,  or  ever  acknowledged  or  said  I  was  such  partner, 
or  was  so  interested,  are  utterly  untrue;  I  never  was  such 
partner;  I  never  was  so  interested,  directly  or  indirectly. 
The  assignment,  mentioned  in  the  deposition  of  John 
Brady,  of  the  contract  by  Coles,  I  had  no  interest  in  what- 
ever, nor  had  Col.  Childs  any  interest  in  it;  and  the  reason 
why  my  name  and  Heman  W.  Childs  were  not  mentioned 
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in  the  assignment  was  because  we  had  no  interest  what- 
ever in  it;  and  any  thing  stated  bj  ilr.  Brady  in  his  de- 
position to  the  contrary,  is  untrue.  All  I  know  about  the 
assignment  was  that  it  was  brought  to  the  oflice  by  Wm. 
B.  Reynolds  and  filed,  and  he  undertook  to  perform  the 
contract;  I  had  no  i)art  or  lot  in  the  transaction;  Mr. 
Morgan  Avas  one  of  the  firm  of  Baxter,  Brady,  Lent  & 
Co.;  Mr.  Morgan  told  me  that  Mr.  Reynolds  had  loaned 
the  firm  money,  the  particulars  of  which  I  know  nothing 
about;  Col.  Childs  and  myself  also  loaned  them  money, 
which  we  have  not  received  back,  and  for  the  recovery  of 
that  which  I  loaned,  I  brought  a  suit,  which  is  now  pending. 
I  recollect,  Mr.  Lent,  as  well  as  others,  coming  to  the  office 
and  conversing  there  in  relation  to  the  removal  of 
nuisances  from  the  city,  and  that  it  was  the  great  desire 
at  that  time,  to  devise  some  efficient  plan  for  their  remo- 
val; there  was  much  conversation  on  the  subject,  the  par- 
ticulars of  which,  I  do  not  distinctly  remember;  1  am 
confident,  however,  that  I  never  did  tell  Mr.  Lent  or  any 
other  person,  that  I  did  not  wish  my  name  to  be  known 
in  the  business,  yet  I  would  use  my  official  influence  and 
share  with  Lent,  Baxter  &  Brady,  or  any  or  cither  of 
them,  the  profits,  or  any  profits,  and  contribute  to  any  loss 
that  might  be  sustained,  or  used  any  words  to  that  effect; 
the  allegation,  in  Mr.  Lent's  testimony  to  the  contrary,  is 
utterly  untrue;  I  never  for  a  moment  intended,  or  conveyed 
any  idea  that  1  intended  to  have  any  interest  or  share  in 
the  business.  All  the  desire  I  had,  and  I  so  expressed  my- 
self, was  that  they  should,  by  some  effectual  plan,  adopt 
measures  to  remove  the  nuisances;  it  is  true  I  went,  at 
their  request,  to  Ward's  Island,  at  the  south  corner,  but  I 
found  it  would  not  answer  the  purpose  for  the  place  of  de- 
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posit,  as  it  was  too  near  the  city.  1  afterwards  vveut,  at 
their  request,  with  the  Mayor  and  a  Committer  ol"  the  Com- 
mon Council,  to  view  Eaton's  I,*:land,  and  tliat  we  thought 
would  answer.  It  is  utterly  untrue  that  aljout  this  time, 
or  at  any  time,  I  ever  suggested  to  them,  or  any  of  them, 
that  they  should  take  in  withthem  Hemau  W.  Childs,  the 
Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps,  or  that  he  was  to  use 
his  officia'  influence  to  their  advantage;  I  never  said  so.  Qr 
used  any  words  to  that  elFect:  I  never  for  a  moment  sup- 
posed or  desired  that  Mr.  Childs  had  or  should  have  any 
interest  whatever  in  the  transaction,  i  am  under  the  im- 
pression that  I  did  introduce  James  I).  Morgan  to  Baxter, 
Lent  and  Brady;  but  I  am  sure  the  object  of  my  introduc- 
ing him  was  not  that  he  should  become  a  partner  or  into)'' 
ested  in  that  business:  1  may  aftei'ward  have  had  some 
conversation  with  Mr.  Morgan,  and  expressed  a  desire  that 
he  should  succeed  in  the  business — that  is,  to  have  articles 
removed — as  tliat  was  my  particular  business.  It  is  true, 
that  a  partncr^jjip  was  formed  by  Baxter,  Brady,  Lent  and 
Morgan,  under  the  firm  of  Baxter,  Brady,  Lenttfe  Co.;  but 
it  is  utterly  untrue  that  Col.  Childs  and  myself,  or  either 
of  us,  were  silent  partners,  or  partners  in  any  sense  what- 
ever, or  at  all  interested  in  that  firm;  it  fs  true  that  the  firm 
composed  of  them,  went  on  and  conducted  their  business; 
but  it  is  utterly  untrue  that  Heman  W.  Childs  or  myself, 
or  either  of  us,  had,  at  any  time,  any  share  or  interest 
whatever  in  that  business.  It  is  utterly  untrue,  as  alleged 
in  the  deposition  of  "Wm.  C.  Lent,  that  w'hen,or  about  the 
time  the  Corporation  advertised  to  have  the  oftal,  blood, 
&c.,  removed  from  the  city  by  contract,  that  it  was  sug- 
gested by  me  that  they  should  have  some  person  put  in  low 

enough  to  sccuie  the  contract  for   their  lirm:  1  never  m) 
29 
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I  reside  in  Thirty-s^ixtli  street,  between  the  Ninth  and 
Tenth  avenues,  in  said  city.  I  am  a  contractor.  I  was 
associated,  as  a  copartner,  with  William  li.  Baxter,  Wil- 
liam C.  Lent,  James  1).  ^Morjjjan,  and  two  silent  partners, 
viz:  Alfred  W.  White  and  Ileraan  W.  Childs,  in  the  busi- 
ness of  removing  dead  animals,  blood,  offal,  etc.,  from  the 
city;  all  the  said  persons  wore  to  be  equally  interested  in 
the  business.  For  that  i>ur[>osc,  and  the  manufactory  con- 
nected therewith,  the  said  firm  purchased  an  island  in  the 
East  river,  known  as  the  South  Brother:  that  firm's  opera- 
tions were  suspended  in  the  fall  of  1850;  up  to  that  time 
I  superintended,  for  the  firm,  the  removal  of  all  animal  sub- 
stances from  the  city;  it  was  suspended  by  injunction, 
obtained  at  the  suit  of  William  L.  Baxter,  one  of  the  firm, 
about  October,  1850;  there  was  no  contract  on  the  part  of 
this  firm,  with  the  Corporation.  The  firm  purchased  car- 
casses  from  different  individuals,  the  price  paid  being  a'*  • 
dollar,  and  a  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  for  the  carcasses 
of  dead  horses,  to  be  delivered  at  the  foot  of  Twenty-third^ 
street,  East  river;  the  expense  of  removing  the  carcasses 
and  offal  from  TAventy-third  street  to  the  island  South 
Brother,  was  borne  by  the  firm;  the  business,  as  conducted 
by  this  firm,  up  to  the  time  of  the  injunction,  was  very 
profitable;  we  had  not,  at  this  time,  any  exclusive  right  to 
the  carcasses,  offal.  &c..  but  it  was  a  private  speculation, 
and  open  to  competition.  An  exclusive  right,  in  one  indi- 
vidual or  firm,  and  a  legal  prohibition  of  the  interference 
of  others  in  this  business  would  be  worth  eighty  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  clear  profit  to  the  individual  or  firm,  the 
individual  or  firm  bearing  all  the  expenses  of  the  removal 
of  the  carcasses  and  offal;  if  the  city  would  give  mo  such 
exclusive  itrivilege  I  would  give  fifty  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  with  ample  security,  and  bear  all  tlie  expenses:  after 
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the  interruption  by  Baxter,  with  the  injunction,  the  five 
other  parties  arranged  together  for  the  procurement  of  a 
contract,  through  the   City  Inspector,  from  the  Corpora- 
tion, for  the  removal  of  the  offal,  &c.;  that  contract  was 
obtained  in  the  name  of  my  nephew,  Stephen  Coles,  through 
the  City  Inspector's  Department,  upon  my  estimate;  this 
contract  provided  for  the  payment,  to  the  contractor  of 
nineteen  dollars  a  day,  for  the  removal  of  these  animal 
substances;  by  that  contract  Coles  had  the  exclusive  privi- 
lege, the  Corporation  prohibiting  all  others  from  interfer- 
ing; that  contract,  at  nineteen  dollars  a  day,  amounted  to 
six  tliousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars  a  year; 
the  contract  was  to  continue  for  one  year;  this  contract 
was  obtained  in  the  early  part  of  October,  1850,  as  nearly 
as  I  can  recollect;  within  about  a  fortnight  after  the  con- 
tract was  made,  it  was  assigned  by  Coles,  by  assignment, 
the  original  whereof  is  herewith  produced,  marked  "  Ex- 
hibit A.,  F.  R.  T.''"    The  names  of  Alfred  W.  White  and 
Heman  W.  Childs  were  not  mentioned  in  the  assignment, 
because  they  were,  at  the  time.  Heads  of  Departments  of 
the  City  Government;  Alfred  W.  White  being  at  the  time 
City  Inspector,  and  Heman  W.    Childs,  now   deceased, 
Commissioner  of  Streets,  Lamps  and  Gas;  at  the  time  of 
making  the  estimates  for  this  contract,  there  were  some 
four  of  five  estimates  put  in,  in  the  names  of  various  indi- 
viduals, all  belonging  to  the  same  firm,  in  which  all  were 
to  be  interested;  mine  being  the  lowest,  I  obtained  it,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  same  firm.     This  contract  was  carried 
out  on  the  part  of  the  contractor;  I  have  never  received 
any  money  for  the  performance  of  that  contract;  Mr.  Mor- 
gan, one  of  the  firm,  made  an  arrangement  with  William 
B.  Reynolds,  the  present  contractor,  to  assist  in  carrying 
out  that  contract,  the  particulars  of  which  I  do  not  know; 
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position  of  Baxter,  and  untrue  that  it  was  understood  by 
Mr.  Childs  or  myself  that  Mr.  Morgan  and  Mr.  Baxter 
should  consult  a  lawyer  as  to  the  prejiaration  of  any  arti- 
cles of  association,  so  as  to  avoid  any  difliculty  suggested 
by  nie. 

It  is  true  tiiat  on  one  occasion  one  of  that  iirni.  1  don't 
recollect  whom,  suggested,  that  by  reason  of  their  coming 
frequently  to  my  office  that  it  would  injure  them  in  their 
business,  and  invite  competition,  and  therefore  expressed 
a  desire  that  we  should  meet  them  at  the  North  American 
Ilotcl,  which  Mr.  Childs  and  myself,  after  some  objections, 
consented  to  do.  It  is  untrue  that  Mr.  Childs  and  my- 
self, or  either  of  ns,ever  suggested  that  we  had  better  find 
some  more  private  place  for  meeting,  as  we  feared  the  ob- 
jects might  be  mistrusted,  as  alleged  by  Mr.  Baxter.  It 
is  true  that  we  stopped  once  or  twice  at  the  North  Ameri- 
can Hotel,  for  a  few  minutes,  and  saw  some  of  the  firm 
there;  the  whole  subject  of  the  conversation  was  in  refer- 
ence to  the  removal  of  the  nuisances,  and  the  directions  I 
gave  them  as  to  the  manner  of  performing  that  duty.  It  is 
utterly  untrue  that,  with  my  knowledge,  we  met  with 
doors  locked,  and  though  it  was  not  absolutely  public,  yet  » 
I  was  not  aware  it  was  done  with  the  degree  of  privacy 
set  forth  in  Baxter's  deposition.  I  have  never  been  ap- 
plied to  or  solicited  to  signany  such  articles  of  agreement 
as  arc  referred  to  in  Baxter's  deposition:  I  never  saw  any 
such  articles.  It  is  untrue  that  I  ever  gave  as  an  excuse 
for  not  signing  any  such  articles,  that  Brady  and  Lent  had 
not  paid  their  $1000,  which  each  member  of  the  associa- 
tion was  required  to  put  in,  or  said,  that  as  soon  as  they 
put  in  their  sums  I  would  sign.  I  was  not  a  member,  at 
any  time,  of  the  association;  there  was  no  occasion,  there- 
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fore,  of  my  making  such  excuse.  It  is  untrue  that  1  ever 
put  in  $1000,  or  any  other  sum,  as  the  proportion  of  the 
fund,  as  is  alleged  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Childs;  I 
verily  believe  that  Mr.  Childs  never  put  in  any  such  sum: 
I  repeat,  we  never  had  any  money  transactions  Avith 
them,  except  the  loan  before  icferred  to.  The  remarks 
imputed  to  mc  by  William  11.  Knapp,  in  his  deposition,  as 
having  been  made  at  my  office,  at  a  meeting  of  Mr.  Bax- 
ter and  others,  I  never  made;  his  allegations,  to  the  con- 
trary, are  untrue.  In  all  my  acts  and  proceedings,  in  re- 
lation to  the  matters  referred  to  in  the  depositions  above- 
mentioned,  my  sole  object  and  desire  was  to  perform  my 
duty  carefully,  and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city.  I 
have  not  been,  and  am  not  noAV,  and  never  intended  or  ex- 
pected to  be  interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  except  only 
so  far  as  my  official  duty  demanded  in  the  above  matters, 
and  every  thing  alleged  to  the  contrary,  in  the  said  depo- 
sitions, or  any  of  them,  is  untrue.  The  only  reason,  as 
far  as  I  can  discover,  why  Mr.  Childs  took  an  interest  in 
the  affair,  was  that  Baxter  was  an  old  acquaintance  of  his, 
and  was  induced,  therefore,  to  loan  him  money;  and  also, 
that  Mr.  Child's  property  would  be  benefited  by  the  abate- 
ment of  these  nuisances. 


Sworn  before  me  this  16th  \ 
day  of  January,  1854.      )  • 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


A.  W.  WHITE. 


No.  IGl. 


City  and  Coimty  of  J\''ev)  York,  «;— John  Brady,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: 
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said,  or  did  I  over,  in  any  manner,  cunvry  an  idea    lo  thai 
effect.     The  only  assignment  of  tlie  contract  of  Cole.-^,  that 
I  knew  any  thing  about,  was  the  one  executed  to  William 
B.   Reynold?,  which  was   filed   in    the  office;  I   have  no 
knowledge  of  the  assignment  of  that  contract  previously 
to  John  Brady  and  others,  but  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  some  of  them  came  into  the  office  and  mentioned  that 
such  an   assignment  had  been  made;  but  1  am  confident 
that  there  was  no  understanding,  to  which  1  was  a  party 
cognizant,  that  Mr.   Childs  and   myself,  or   either   of  us, 
were  silent  partners,  or  partners  in  any  sense  in  that  mat- 
ter, or  were  to  retain  any  interest  in  that  contract,  or  any 
interest  in  any  former  Inisiness  of  tliat  iinn.     It  is  utterly 
untrue  that  Mr.  Childs  or  myself,  or  either  of  us,  were 
partners  to  any  agreement  by  which  each  member  of  that 
firm  should  put  in  one  thousand  dollars:  and  it  is  utterly 
untrue  that  Mr.  Childs  and  myself,  or  either  of  us,  each 
paid  that  sum    to  that   linn,  directly   or   indirectly:   wc 
never  were  members  of  that  lirm,  never  paid  any   money 
into  that  firm,  as  members  of  it;  and  the  only  money  trans- 
action either  of  us  had  with  that  firm,  was  to  loan  money 
to  it,  as  above-mentioned.     It  is  untrue,  as  alleged  in  the 
deposition  of  William  L.   Baxter,  that  I  sent  for  him  to 
come  to  my  office:  he  came  there  in  company  with  Lent,  I 
think.     The  statement  made  by  said  Baxter,  of  the  pro- 
positions and  remarks  alleggd  to  have  been  made  by  me 
on  the  occasion  of  that  interview,  are  utterly  untrue.     1 
never  made  such  a  proposition,  and  never  made  such  re- 
marks; I  recollect  his  calling,  in  company  with  .Mr.  Lent, 
and  some  conversation  then  occurred,  the  i)articulars  of 
which  I  cannot  recollect;  l)ut  I  am  confident  no  such  pro- 
position or  remarks  as  he  alleges,  ever  fell  from  me. 
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It  is  untrue  that  I  ever  mentioned  the  name  of  Heman 
W.  Childs,  as  one  of  the  persons  to  join  them,  and  untrue 
that  I  ever  mentioned  that  he,  Childs,  could  facilitate  our 
operations  in  regard  to  several  things  under  his  charge. 
It  is  untrue  that  when  I  went  with  them  to  Ward's 
Island,  I  assumed  the  name  of  John  Green,  as  alleged  by- 
Mr.  Baxter,  and  untrue  that  I  gave  as  a  reason  that  I 
did  not  wish  to  be  known  as  the  City  Inspector,  on  that 
occasion. 

It  is  untrue  that  I  ever  named  James  D.  Morgan  as  a 
party  to  the  firm,  and  as  a  moneyed  man.  It  is  true  that 
these  men,  Brady,  Baxter  and  Lent,  of  that  firm,  would 
frequently  come  to  my  inner  office,  and  would  talk  over 
the  subject  of  removing  the  off'als;  the  conversation  was 
an  open  one,  the  door  was  open,  and  there  was  no  design, 
on  my  part,  to  observe  any  secrecy.  The  conversation 
was  confined  to  the  manner  of  executing  the  work. 

It  is  utterly  untrue  that  on  any  of  those  occasions  any 
plans  for  their  association  were  discussed,  or  any  difficulty 
was  suggested  by  me  or  Mr.  Childs,  as  to  how  any  arti- 
cles of  copartnership  could  be  prepared,  without  having 
the  names  of  us,  or  either  of  us,  appear  publicly,  or  in  any 
other  way. 

Neither  Mr.  Childs  or  myself  had  any  connection  with 
them  as  copartners,  and  therefore  such  a  difficulty  could 
not  have  been,  and  was  not  suggested.  It  is  utterly  un- 
true that  at  any  meeting  it  was  agreed  that  we,  or  either 
of  us,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Baxter  and  the  others  of 
that  firm,  or  any  other  persons,  making  six  persons,  should 
form  any  association  or  the  association  alleged  in  the  de- 


Doc.  No.  5ri.)  1(1-24 

Reynolds  and  Francis  -Uross,  1  afterwards  understood, 
were  the  general  backers  of  Mr.  Moriran;  as  well  as  I  can 
recollect,  in  t-lic  month  of  April,  1852,  1  atlondcd  before 
the  Committee,  of  which  Alderman  Sturtevant  was  a  mem- 
ber, in  the  library  room  of  the  Common  Council,  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  Alderman  Sturtevant  made 
a  report  in  the  Hoard  of  AMcrmen,  recommending  a  con- 
currence with  the  Board  of  Assistants,  for  the  ordinance 
giving  the  contract  to  Reynolds;  the  Committee  were  to 
have  met  at  8  o'clock  that  afternoon,  but  did  not  assem- 
ble until  after  four.  The  Board  of  Aldermen  were  to 
meet  at  5  o'clock,  and  the  Committee  hurried  through, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  go  up  stairs  to  report  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen.  I  had,  at  that  time,  in  my  pocket,  written 
proi)osa!s  for  that  contract,  and  attended  the  Committee 
for  the  purpose  of  i)rescntiiig,  but,  from  the  character  of 
the  operations,  and  conduct  of  the  (Committee,  1  was  satis- 
iicd  there  was  no  use  of  doing  so:  ilr.  Samuel  (iarrison 
was  present  that  afternoon,  aiid  publicly  offered  to  the 
Committee  to  contract  to  remove  those  articles  for  no- 
thing, and  give  good  security  for  the  faithful  performance, 
on  his  part,  from  one  thousand  dollars  -to  ten  thousand 
dollars,  naminir  his  securities,  who  were  perfectly  respon- 
sible men;  another  person  desired  the  Committee  to  post- 
pone it  for  a  week,  and  the  Committee  promised  to  give  a 
hearing  on  the  ensuing  Tuesday;  but.  instead,  reported 
that  very  afternoon,  a  concurrence  with  the  Board  of  As- 
sistants in  favor  of  Reynolds,  'f  In^  proposals  which  I  had. 
but  did  not  present,  were  for  the  performance  of  said  con- 
tract, at  eleven  dollars  a  day,  or  about  four  thousand  dol 
lars  a  year.  The  same  boats,  or  part  of  them,  except  the 
steamboat,  wliieh    belonged  to    the    firm  when  Alfred  W. 
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White  was  a  member  of  the  firm,  are  now  used  by  William 
B.  Reynolds,  under  his  contract;  and  the  dead  animals, 
bones,  <fec.,  are  transported  to  Barren  Island,  which  was 
the  place  used  by  the  former  firm,  and  is  leased  l)y  said 
Reynolds,  at  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

JOHN  BRADY. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  26th  } 
day  of  March.  1853.  \ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  162. 


City  and  Countxj  o/"JVfsi«^iro7-ifc,-.s^;--^JoHN  Green,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  anti  says  as  follows:— I  reside  No. 
400  Ninth  avenue,  in. this  city;  I  am  a  dealer  in  bones, 
and  keep  a  bone-ooiling  establishment;  my  factory  is  on 
the  west  slior^  of  the  Hudson  river,  about  five  miles  be- 
low Piern^5nt;  it  is  under  the  Palisades,  and  my  nearest 
neighbor^  are  those  livin;^  across  the  river  at  Hastings; 
t"6  Dearest  on  the  same  side  with  the  factory  arc  at 
°^^6^cn's  landing,  about  three  or  four  miles  from  it. 
^Ones,  in  the  operations  of  my  factory,  are  valuable  to 
"^/e,  and  the  blood  and  butcher's  offal  are  valuable  to  me 
^Lf,  manure,  which  I  could  sell  to  the  farmers,  I  consider- 
ed the  privilege  of  removing  the  dead  animals  and  offal 
and  blood  as  a  full  compensation  for  the  labor  and  ex- 
pense of  such  removal;  and  I  presented  a  petition  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  in  the  month  of  February  or  March, 
1852,  praying  for  the  privilege  of  removing  the  offal  and 
dead  animals  and  blood,  at  my  own  cost  and  charges,  and 
without  compensation  from  the  city;  and  offered  good  and 
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junction  to  sloj)  our  Itusino.-.-.  About  the  same  time  some 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Queens  county  aho  obtained  an  in- 
junction against  u?  on  the  Ln-oiind  tlmt  the  use  of  the 
island,  South  Brother,  for  our  purposes,  was  a  nuisance  to 
the  residents  of  Astoria  and  other  places  in  the  vicinity. 
We  ceased  our  business  on  the  island  in  consequence. 
During  the  time  we  -were  allowed  to  pursue  our  business, 
it  was  very  profitable  to  us;  we  were  making,  I  should 
think,  about  one  hundred  dollars  a  day,  although  we  were 
paying  liberally  for  bones,  dead  horses  and  dead  cows. 
Wc  i)aid  ten  shillings  a  piece  for  the  horses;  and,  I 
think,  a  dollar  and  a  half  for  the  cows.  After  dis- 
continuing at  this  place,  we  leased  Barren  Island,  though 
I  dont  know  in  whose  name  it  was  taken.  I  never  saw 
the  lease.  Abovit  ihis^  time  the  Corporation  advertised 
to  have  the  offal,  blood,  &c.,  removed  from  the  city,  by 
contract;  our  firm  applied  for  it.  Itwas^iven  to  Ste- 
phen Coles,  a  nephew  of  John  Brady,  who  was  a  minor, 
and  in  fact  under  our  control.  It  was  suggested  by  Dr. 
White  that  wc  should  have  some  person  put  in  low  enough 
to  secure  the  contract  for  our  firm.  This  contract  was 
then  assigned  by  Coles  to  John  Brady,  William  C.  Lent, 
and  James  D.  Morgan.  It  being  understood  that  Dr. 
White  and  Mr.  Childs,  the  silent  partners,  were  to  retain 
the  same  interest  in  this  contract  as  in  the  former  business. 
By  this  contract  wc  were  to  receive  nineteen  dollars  a  da  ' 
to  remove  the  blood  and  offal  from  the  city.  We  haa 
scows,  sloops  and  a  steamboat  to  carry  thc.-<e  articles  away 
from  the  city.  Our  depot  was  at  tlie  foot  of  Twenty- 
third  street,  East  river.  The  butchers  brought  the  offal 
to  us,  which  wc  received  on  board  the  scows,  and  the 
blood  was  emptied  into  the  rivCr,  at  the  end  of  the  dock. 
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The  offal  was  removed  by  the  boats  or  scows,  at  least 
once  a  day.  The  dead  animals  were  not  included  in  this 
contract,  and  we  continued  to  pay  for  them  as  before.  While 
the  assignment  of  the  contract  of  Coles  was  still  vested  in 
us.  it  was  assigned  again  by  Coles  to  William  B.  Rey- 
nolds. I  think  it  was  about  ten  days  after  the  assign- 
ment to  us.  I  saw  this  assignment  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
White.  After  the  assignment  to  Reynolds,  Dr.  White 
would  no  longer  recognize  us  as  having  any  thing  to  do 
with  the  contract,  but  recognized  Reynolds  in  the  busi- 
ness, and  we  ceased  having  any  thing  further  to  do  with  it. 
Before  the  Coles  contract  from  the  city,  it  was  agreed  by 
our  firm  that  each  member  of  it  should  put  in  one  thou- 
sand dollars — Dr.  White  and  Mr.  Childs  each  paid  their 
sum.  A  short  time  before  the  present  contract  for  remov- 
ing offal.  Sec.  was  given  to  William  B.  Reynolds,  I  was 
present  at  a  meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Health, 
of  which  Alderman  Sturtevant  was  a  member.  Mr.  Green 
at  that  meeting  offered  to  remove  all  dead  animals  and 
offal  from  the  city  at  his  own  expense,  without  any  charge 
to  the  city,  and  offered  good  security  to  carry  the  same 
into  effect.  I  think  Mr.  Garrison  made  a  proposition  to 
do  it  for  about  the  same;  other  persons  present  also  of- 
fered to  do  it  for  a  mere  nominal  sum.  Reynolds  was  not 
present  at  this  meeting,  but  I  heard  Alderman  Sturtevant, 
or  some  one  present,  say  that  Reynolds  offered  to  remove 
the  animals,  ofial,  <tc.,  for  thirty  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
A  few  days  after  this  I  heard  that  Reynolds  obtained  the 

contract. 

WM.  C.  LENT. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  21st ) 
day  of  June,  18.53.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU.  Recorder. 
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ing  any  thing.    There  is  one  man  employed  to  take  care  of 

the  boat,  who  has  little  or  nothing  to  do;  he  remains  there 

in  the  day  time,  and  goes  home  at  night;  I  should  judge 

this  man's  age  to  be  about  sixty. 

.TOHN   (5REEN. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  20th 
day  of  March,  18;>j. 

F.  R.  TlLLOU,  Recorder 


No.  168. 
City  and  County  of  jYew  York,  ss: — William  C  Lent, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — 1  re- 
ride  on  the  Third  avenue,  near  Twenty-eighth  street. 
I  am  stage  superintendent.  I  was  engaged  in  the  manure 
business  in  1.S49,  and  beginning  of  1850.  In  the  spring 
of  1850,  Dr.  White,  the  City  Inspector,  sent  me  notice 
to  cease  dumping  manure  on  t)ic  corner  of  Thirty-third 
street  and  Tenth  avenue,  on  the  ground  that  the  same 
was  a  nuisance  to  the  neighborhood.  I  called  on  Dr. 
White  to  know  whether  he  meant  to  prevent  manure  be- 
ing dumped  in  thc<;ity  at  all,  or  to  drive  those  doing  it  out 
of  the  city  entirely,  lie  told  mc  he  did.  I  then  told  him  if 
yuch  was  his  intention,  it  would  be  best  to  get  a  place  out 
of  the  bounds  of  the  city  to  concentrate  the  whole  of  that 
bu.siness  He  appiovcd  of  it,  and  told  me  to  find  a  place. 
At  this  time  he  was  making  f^trong  olTorts  to  remove  the 
bone-boiling  business  from  the  city  also.  1  suggested  to 
him  then  that  it  would  bo  well  to  have  all  that  kind  of  bu- 
siness, vi/,:  bone-boiling,  removing  oflal,  dead  animals,  in 
one  place.  IJe  reflected  a  moment,  and  said  to  me  there  is 
the  greatest  chance  for  a  fortune  I  ever  saw.  lie  told  mc 
to  select  some  spot  and  to  report  to  him.  I  made  the  eflbrt, 
biit  M'as  not  successful.      Hi*.  Whito  llion  told  mo  to  asso- 
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ciate  myself  with  some  oae  and  continue  my  efforts.  1 
then  associated  myself  with  John  Brady,  and  we  together 
were  unsuccessfnl  in  finding  a  place.  We  would  report  to 
Dr.  White,  from  day  to  day,  in  relation  to  our  success.  He 
advised  us  to  find  another  associate.  We  then  got  Wm. 
L.  Baxter  to  join  us.  We  three  together  then  went  to  the 
office  of  Dr.  White,  and  told  him  we  thought  we  had  found 
a  place.  We  retired  to  his  private  office,  in  the  back  room, 
and  informed  him  where  the  place  was.  Dr.  White  told 
us  to  go  on  in  the  business,  and  although  he  did  not  wish 
to  be  known  in  the  business,  yet  he  would  lend  his  offi- 
cial influence,  and  share  with  us  the  profits,  and  con- 
tribute to  any  loss  that  might  be  sustained.  We  told  him 
we  had  selected  the  south  corner  of  Ward's  Island.  Dr. 
White  went  Avith  us  to  view  the  place.  On  examination 
we  found  it  would  not  answer.  The  next  day,  or  a  day  or 
two  afterwards,  we  purchased  the  island  in  the  East  river, 
called  South  Brother,  or  Eaton's  Island.  About  this 
time  Dr.  White  suggested  to  us  that  we  should  take  in 
with  us  Heman  W.  Childs,  the  Commissioner  of  Streets 
and  Lamps,  who  was  tf)  use  his  official  influence  to  our  ad- 
vantage, we  thought  favorably  of  it,  as  he  had  control  of 
the  markets,  and  could  aid  us  materially.  We  accordingly 
took  him  in  with  us.  Dr.  White,  after  this,  introduced  to 
us  James  D.  Morgan,  to  become  interested  in  the  business. 
We  six  then  formed  a  copartnership  under  the  firm  of 
Baxter,  Brady,  Lent  <fe  Co  ,  composed  of  William  L.  Bax- 
ter, John  Brady,  William  C.  Lent,  James  D.  Morgan,  and 
the  other  two  were  to  be  silent  partners  and  not  known — 
they  were  Dr.  White  and  Heman  W.  Childs.  We  then 
commenced  our  business,  and  continued  until  September, 
when  one  of  the  firm  becoming  dissatisfied,  obtained  an  in- 
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sufficioiit  security,  in  any  amount,  I'or  the  laiLlilul  pcrlbrni- 
ancc  of  the  contract  if  they  would  make  it  with  mo.  I  then 
went  before  a  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  in 
company  with  Mr.  William  Meuck,  and  found  there  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Wood  and  other  applicants  for  the  contract; 
Aldermen  Slurtevant  and  Oakley  were  present,  of  said 
Committee.     Some  questions  were  asked  by  Mr.  Wood, 
but  the  Committee  did  not  seem  to  pay  much  attention  to 
any  of  the  applicants,  and  I  believe  the  matter  was  all  set- 
tled beforehand.   The  Committee  met  after  four  o'clock  and 
continued  in  session  a  short  time — about  twenty  minutes 
or  half  an  hour.     From  the  committee-room  the  Aldermen 
went  to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  which  commenced  its  ses- 
sion.    In  less  than  an   hour  Alderman  Sturtevant   pre- 
sented a  very  long  report,  which  recommended  a  concur- 
rence with  an  ordinance  which  had  passed  the  Board  of 
Assistants,  directing  the  City  Inspector  to  make  a  contract 
with  William  B.  Reynolds,  for  removing  the  dead  animals, 
Imtchcrs'  ofl'al  and  blood,  for  a  period  of  five  years.    Which 
ordinance  or  resolution  was  passed  by  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  the  contract  was  accordingly  made  by  the  City 
Inspector,  Alfred  W.  White,  with  the  said  William   B. 
Reynolds,  which  contract  I  have  seen.     Before  that  a  con- 
tract had  been   made  with  Baxter,  Brady,  Lent  &  Co.,  at 
a  much  less  sum  than   the   allowance  made  to  Reynolds. 
My  oiler  was  intended  to  embrace  not  only  the  removal  of 
the  dead  animals,  ofl'al,  l)lood,  Sec,  from  the  streets  of  the 
city,  but  to  transport  and  carry  them  from  and  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  city.     At  the  time  I  made  the  said  offer  to 
the  Board   of  Aldermen,  as   aforesaid,  I  made  it  in  good 
faith,  and  was  anxious  to  obtain   the  coutract  upon  the 
terms  proposed  by  me:  :unl  did  then  believe,  and  do  now 
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believe,  that  the  animals,  offal  aud  blood,  would  give  me  a 
remunerative  compensation  for  the  labor  aud  expense  of 
their  removal;  I  had  some  experience  during  the  cholera 
season  of  1840,  and  made,  out  of  dead  animals  removed  by 
myself  and  partner,  Mr.  Fruth,  to  a  place  called  Caveu 
Point,  in  the  bay  of  New  York,  which  place  I  then  owned, 
in  about  three  mouths,  some  five  hundred  dollars  clear 
profit  beyond  all  my  expenses  and  cost;  during  the  last 
summer,  some  of  my  men  were  arrested  and  imprisoned  by 
the  Corporation  Attorney,  for  the  violation  of  an  ordi- 
nance that  had  passed,  preventing  any  other  person  than 
the  said  Reynolds,  or  persons  employed  by  him,  from  re- 
moving or  transporting  bones,  dead  animals,  or  offal, 
from  the  city;  I  would  give  the  city  fifty  thousand  dollars 
per  annum  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  taking  away  all  the 
dead  animals,  bones,  butchers'  offal  and  blood,  if  such  ex- 
clusive right  could  be  guaranteed  to  me.  The  said  Rey- 
nolds has  a  bone-boiling  establishment,  at  Barren  Island, 
and  takes  the  dead  animals,  offal  and  bones  there;  he  keeps 
a  large  number  of  hogs  there;  he  had  there,  last  winter 
two  or  three  thousand;  the  butchers'  offal  and  dead  ani- 
mals are  used  for  feeding  his  hogs;  that  which  he  does  not 
use  there,  he  sells  to  farmers  and  others.  The  said  Rey- 
nolds has  a  boat  at  the  foot  of  Fortieth  street,  on  the 
North  river,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  blood  and 
offal,  the  blood  from  which  I  have  seen  both  day  and  night 
dumped  therefrom  into  the  river,  alongside  the  dock;  but 
since  last  summer,  the  boat  has  remained  permanently 
there,  and  nothing  has  been  carried  away  in  said  boat,  or 
in  any  other  boat  receiving  the  contents  of  this  boat,  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief;  and  for  the  last  five 
or  six  months  the  said  boat  has  not  been  used  for  receiv- 
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Cily  and  Vounty  of  .Kcw  York,  .v.v; — William  L.  Bax- 
TEU,  beiug  duly  aflinncd,  says  as  follows:  I  reside  in  Man- 
hassett,  Queen's  county:  I  am  a  farmer:  in  the  spring  of 
1850  I  was  engaged  in  the  freighting  of  manure,  of  the 
various  kinds,  from  thi.>  city,  and  at  tliat  time  owned  four 
vessels,  which  were  u^cd  for  that  l)urllo^;e;  Dr.  Alfred 
W.  "White,  the  City  Inspector,  who  was  then  a  stranger  to 
me,  sent  for  inc.  througli  William  C.  Lent,  to  call  at  his 
office:  I  (Called  and  saw  Dr.  White,  who  then  i)roposed 
that  several  of  us  should  form  an  a.-sociation.  the  business 
of  ■which,  in  the  course  of  four  or  live  years,  would  make 
us  all  independent;  his  own  words  were,  we  could  make  a 
hundred  tliousaud  dollars  each,  during  his  term  of  office. 
At  this  meeting  several  names  were  proi)osod  by  Dr.  White, 
viz:  Abraham  Brown,  of  the  lirm  of  Kipji  A  Brown, 
Andrew  Cronck,  "Walter  Cunningham  and  Michael  Dough- 
erty, who,  he  suggested,  1  should  call  on,  as  persons  likely 
to  enicr  into  the  arrangement  with  me.  Dr.  White,  on 
this  occasion,  stated  that  he  had  the  city  government  under 
his  thumb  and  control,  in  reganl  to  tlic  nuisances,  and 
went  on  (o  state,  that  there  had  Iteen  a  number  of  com- 
plaints against  the  bone-boiling  establishments,  and  that 
there  would  be  more;  and  then  referred  to  a  recent  act  of 
the  legislature,  conferring  extraordinary  powers  upon  him, 
in  relation  tq  nuisances,  and  that  the  comi)laints  would  lie 
made  to  him,  oi-  to  a  board  of  inspectors,  upon  whose  re- 
port that  a  place  was  a  nuisance,  then  he  had  full  power  to 
order  it  to  be  removed.  At  this  same  interview,  he  said 
to  U3.  that  this  arrangement  was  to  be  in  confidence,  be- 
tween myself,  Mr.  Lent,  and  himself;  that  his  name  must 
not  be  known  in  connection  with  it.  but  to  l)e  ke|)t  secret; 
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that  it  would  not  do  for  it  to  be  known,  as  an  officer  of  the 
city  government;  he  requested  me  then  to  call,  in  a  few 
days,  and  report  to  him.  how  I  succeeded  in  procuring 
persons  to  join;  I  called  on  Brown  and  Dougherty,  two  of 
the  persons  he  named,  and  I  think  I  called  on  John  Brady, 
with  Mr.  Lent;  Mr.  Brady  consented  to  be  one;  Mr. 
Brown  spoke  favorably  of  it;  but,  on  account  of  his  busi- 
ness, declined;  I  called  upon  Dougherty,  but  not  thinking 
favorably  of  him  did  not  urge  him,  and  he  did  not  appear 
to  care  much  about  it.  At  the  next  interview  with  Dr. 
White,  he  mentioned  the  name  of  Heman  W.  Childs,  a& 
one  of  the  persons  to  join  us:  ^Ir.  Childs  was  then  In- 
spector of  Streets,  Markets  and  Lamps,  as  I  believe,  and 
it  was  mentioned  by  Dr.  White,  he  could  facilitate  our 
operations,  in  regard  to  several  things  under  his  charge. 
It  then  became  necessary  to  find  a  suitable  place  out  of  the 
city,  to  deposit  the  garbage,  manure,  bones,  &c.,  which  we 
expected  to  take  charge  of  under  this  arrangement.  Ward's 
Island  was  named  as  a  suitable  place;  several  of  us  went 
to  see  the  place;  among  them  were,  I  think,  Mr.  Lent,  Mr. 
Brady  and  myself;  Dr.  White  went  with  us.  under  the  as- 
sumed name  of  John  Green,  and  gave,  as  a  reason,  that  he 
did  not  wish  to  be  known  as  the  City  Inspector,  on  this 
occasion;  we  found  we  could  not  obtain  any  place  there.. 
After  senrching  for  various  place?,  sometimes  myself,  and 
sometimes  Mr.  Lent  would  go,  and  sometimes  Brady,  Lent 
and  myself  together,  would  go;  at  length  I  found  the 
South  Brother  Island,  which  was  bought  by  me,  for  three 
thousand  two  liundred  and  fifty  dollars;  this  was,  finally, 
agreed  upon  as  the  place.  About  this  time,  and  before 
this  island  was  actually  purchased,  I  called  on  Heman  W. 
Childs,  and   informed  him  of  Dr.  White's  proposition,  in. 


Doc.  No.  55.  I(i34 

respect  to  himself ;  he  said  at  once,  as  though  he  under- 
stood the  matter,  it  was  just  what  he  would  like  to  go  into 
secretly,  as  his  name  must  not  be  known  in  connection 
with  it,  as  he  held  an  ofiice  under  the  city  government; 
he  said,  that  is  the  way  to  make  a  fortune,  and  that  is  the 
way  wc  do  up  things  here.     James  D.  Morgan  was  then 
named  by  Dr.  White,  as  another  party,  and  as  a  moneyed 
man.     After  this,  another  meeting  was  held  in  the  usual 
place,  the  private  office  of  Dr.  White,  in  the  City  Inspect- 
or's Department;    there  were   present.   Dr.    White,   Mr. 
Childs,  Mr.  Lent,  Mr.  Brady,  Mr.  Morgan  and  myself. 
The  business  was  then  talked  over,  and  plans  for  our  asso- 
ciation were  discussed.     A  difficulty  was  suggested  by  Dr. 
White  and  Mr.   Childs,  as  to  how  articles  of  copartner- 
ship could  be  prepared,  without  having  their  names  appear 
publicly.     It  was  agreed,  however,  at  this  meeting,  that 
the  above  six  persons  should  form  the  association,  and  it 
was  understood,  that  Mr.  Morgan  and  myself  should  con- 
sult a  lawyer,  as  to  the  preparation  of  the  articles  of  as- 
sociation, so  as  to  avoid  the  difficulty  suggested;  we  ac- 
cordingly consulted  Thomas  C.  Pinckncy,  Esq.,  who,  after 
some  deliberation,  prepared  the  articles,  and  had  six  seals 
affixed  for  the  signatures.     Whilst  Mr.  Pinckney  had  the 
preparation  of  the  articles  under  consideration,  we  had 
several  meetings  at  the  private  room  of  the   City  Inspect- 
or's office;  Dr.  White  and  Mr.   Childs  suggested  that  wc 
had  better  find  some  more  private  place  for  meeting,  as 
they  feared  the  objects  might  be  mistrusted;  we  then  met 
several  times,  at  the  North  American  Hotel,  Mr.  Childs 
and  Dr.   White   generally   entering   and   leaving  at  the 
private  entrance;  we  had  private  rooms,  and  met  with 
doors  locked.     At  our  various  meetings,  Mr.  Childs  took 
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the  most  active  part,  aud  made  the  most  suggestions;  we 
then  determined  upon  our  business;  we  were  to  remove 
from  the  city,  at  our  own  expense,  furnishing  our  own 
horses  and  carts,  our  own  boats  and  men,  all  manures,  dead 
animals,  ofifal,  bones,  garbage,  &c.,  or  whatever  else  was 
ordered  to  be  removed  by  the  city  ordinances;  we  had  no 
exclusive  privilege,  it  was  open  to  competition;  we  paid 
from  a  dollar  to  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  for  each  dead 
horse,  delivered  at  Thirty-fourth  street.  East  river;  the 
same  for  cows;  we  paid  for  bones  various  prices;  we  also 
paid  for  garbage,  principally  from  hotels,  and  paid  some- 
thing for  manures;  we  found  it  a  profitable  business.  The 
articles  of  agreement  above  referred  to,  were  signed  by 
myself  and  James  D,  Morgan,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1850; 
the  articles  were  not  signed  by  either  Mr.  Childs  or  Dr. 
White,  or  by  Brady  or  Lent;  the  excuse  given  by  Mr. 
Childs  and  Dr.  "White.,  for  not  signing,  was,  that  Brady 
and  Lent  had  not  paid  their  thousand  dollars,  which  each 
member  of  the  association  was  required  to  put  in;  that  as 
soon  as  they  put  in  their  sums  they  would  sign.  Dr.  White 
and  Mr.  Childs  each  put  in  one  thousand  dollars,  as  their 
proportion  of  the  fund  for  the  association,  as  recommended 
by  Mr.  Childs;  we  after  this  commenced  our  operations, 
and  continued  until  about  the  3d  of  September,  when  I 
withdrew,  and  obtained  an  injunction  to  stop  them,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  place  of  deposit.  South  Brother  Island, 
having  become  a  nuisance  to  the  neighboring  places.  My 
connection  with  the  associJition  then  ceased.  From  the 
knowledge  I  have  of  the  business,  if  I  could  have  the  ex- 
clusive privilege  which  Mr.  Reynolds  has,  of  removing 
animal  substances,  &c.,  from  the  city,  I  would  gladly  give 
fifty  thousand  dollars  per  annum  for  the  right,  and  pay 
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all  the  expenses  of  their  removal.  From  information 
which  I  have  received,  and  which  I  believe  to  be  true,  I 
believe,  that  cacli  dead  horse  would  yield  sixteen  dollars, 
clear  profit;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  fat  coming  from 
horses,  whicli  brings  from  seven  to  eight  cents  per  pound. 
The  garbage,  collected  from  the  city,  would  feed,  at  least, 
five  thousand  hogs,  and  each  hog  would  yield  a  net  profit 
of  five  dollars.  The  bone  dust  is  valuable,  and  I  have 
paid  three  dollars  per  barrel,  and  ground  bone  at  a  less 
price;  and  for  burnt  bone  I  have  been  offered  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  dollars  per  ton,  for  exportation.  All 
these  bone  factories  are  very  valuable,  and,  if  properly 
conducted,  yield  a  large  profit. 

WILLIAM  L.  BAXTER. 

Affirmed  before  me,  this  ) 
23d  day  of  June,  1853.  i 

F.  R.  TiLLOU.  Recorder. 
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City  and  County  of  JS^cw  York,  ss: — William  Mexck 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
in  Forty-third  street,  between  Seventh  and  Eighth  avenues» 
in  this  city;  I  am  a  manufacturer;  previous  to  Februarv, 
1852,  a  contract  was  made  with  William  V>.  Reynolds,  with 
the  city,  to  remove  tlic  dead  animals  and  butchers'  offal 
from  the  streets  of  the  city,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  thousand 
dollars  a  year,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Reynolds;  in  the 
month  of  February,  of  the  same  year,  John  Green  and 
Nathaniel  Wood  severally  petitioned  the  Common  Council 
to  allow  them  to  perform  the  same  duty,  upon  the  terms 
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and  conditions  hereinafter  mentioned;  die  said  Nathaniel 
"Wood,  who  has  a  chemical  factory  in  Rockland  County, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  river,  about  five  miles  below 
Piermont,  and  is  engaged  in  making  animal  charcoal,  and 
other  chemical  preparations,  where  such  dead  animals 
would  be  useful,  offered  to  remove  all  such  dead  animals 
and  offal  from  the  city  for  a  compensation  of  eleven  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  per  annum;  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  his  contract  he  offered  undoubt- 
ed security.  On  or  about  the  same  time,  John  Green,  who 
also  has  a  similar  chemical  factory,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hudson  river,  under  the  Palisades,  and  apart  from  all 
neighbors  some  two  or  three  miles,  offered  to  remove  such 
dead  animals  and  offal  from  said  city,  without  any  compen- 
sation, and  to  give  undoubted  security  for  the  performance 
of  his  contract,  the  value  of  the  animals  and  the  offal  be- 
ing deemed  by  him  an  ample  compensation  for  the  labor 
and  expense  of  such  removal;  I  attended  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  with  Mr.  Green,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  such  contract;  Alderman  Sturtevant 
and  Alderman  Oakley  were  present;  Mr.  Wood  was  also 
present;  inquiries  were  made  as  to  where  his  factory  was 
situated,  and  other  questions  were  put  to  him  in  relation 
to  his  offer;  and  I  am  under  the  impression,  questions  were 
asked  of  Mr.  Green,  in  relation  to  his  offer;  the  said 
Green  and  Wood  were  then  informed,  that  they  would  be 
called  again  before  the  Committee  the  following  Tuesday; 
this  took  place  between  four  and  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon; on  that  same  afternoon,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board 
of  Aldermen,  Alderman  Sturtevant  presented  a  report, 
recommending  a  concurrence  with  the  Board  of  Assistants, 
for  an  ordinance  or  resolution,  which  authorized  the  City 
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Inspector  to  make  a  contract  -with  William  B.  Reynolds,, 
for  removing  the  dead  animals  and  offal,  for  a  period  of 
five  year?,  which  ordinance  or  resolution  was  passed  by 
said  Board  of  Aldermen:  and  I  have  understood  and  be- 
lieve, that  in  pursuance  of  said  ordinance  or  resolution, 
the  City  Inspector  made  a  contract  with  said  Reynolds, 
the  effect  of  which  is,  that  he  receives  a  compensation  at 
the  rate  of  about  sixty  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  The 
petitions  of  both  Wood  and  Green  making  these  offers 
were  in  writing,  and  were  presented  to  the  Board  of  Al- 
dermen before  the  application  of  Reynolds  was  made  to 
the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen;  these  petitions  were 
presented  in  February,  1852,  and  it  was  in  April,  of  1852, 
before  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  was  had  on 
the  concurrence  of  the  JJoard  of  Assistants;  I  do  not  re- 
member when  the  Board  of  Assistants  passed  their  resolu- 
tion in  favor  of  the  Reynolds'  contract;  neither  myself, 
(who  offered  in  writing,  to  become  one  of  the  sureties  for 
Green,)  nor  to  the  knowledge  or  l)clicf  of  witness  were 
either  Green  or  Wood  ever  after  notified  to  appear  before, 
said  Committee  on  that  subject;  the  contract  which  Mr. 
Green  and  Mr.  Wood  proposed  to  take,  was  to  include  the 
removal  of  all  dead  animals,  butchers'  offal  and  blood. 

WILLIAM  MEXCK. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  26th  ) 
day  of  March,  1853.         S 

F.  R,  TiLLOlT,  Recorder. 


No.  IGG. 


City  and  County  of  .'\Vj/>  York,  ss: — Thomas  K.  Down- 
ing, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  an^ 
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City  Inspector;  William  B.  Reynolds  performs  the  duty  of 
removing  dead  animals,  butchers'  blood  and  offal;  he  re- 
moves the  offal  and  butchers'  blood  from  all  the  slaughter- 
houses where  it  is  desired  to  be  done;  he  takes  it  from  the 
slaughter-houses  to  Thirty-fourth  street,  East  river,  and 
Fortieth  street,  North  river,  and  from  thence  to  Barren 
Island,  I  believe,  in  boats;  he  removes  the  blood  and  offal 
in  tight  square  boxes  from  slaughter-houses;  the  blood  and 
offal,  I  believe,  is  put  in  one  box;  where  they  would 
slaughter  hogs,  the  offal,  and  blood,  and  hair  would  come 
in  square  box  carts;  I  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  that 
the  blood  and  offal  would  be  removed  this  way  from 
slaughter-houses;  I  have  seen  it  myself;  I  have  seen  them 
take  out  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  First  avenue;  the 
names  of  the  butchers  I  don't  know;  these  slaughter- 
houses were  somewhere  near  Fifth  street;  about  three 
weeks  ago  I  saw  this  as  I  was  casually  passing  by.  I  have 
never  seen  them  carried  away  at  other  slaughter-houses, 
but  I  have  seen  the  trucks  standing  before  the  doors  of 
slaughter-houses  on  First  street,  between  First  and  Sec- 
ond avenues;  and  also,  on  one  occasion,  on  the  north  side 
of  the  city,  the  particular  place  I  don't  remember;  on  all 
these  occasions  I  was  passing  by  casually;  I  do  not  know 
how  often  the  steamboat  removed  the  dead  animals,  offal, 
&c.;  she  should  go  every  day;  no  steamboat  ever  went  to 
the  North  river  side  to  my  knowledge.  John  Cornell,  the 
inspector  on  the  pier  at  Thirty-fourth  street,  informs  me 
that  the  steamboat  carries  off  the  offal  from  that  place 
every  day;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  its  going 
every  day;  I  don't  know  that  the  butchers  were,  or  are 
dumping  the  blood  into  the  river;  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
fact   tliat   the   butchers'  offal  has  been  dumped  into  the 
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river;  there  is  no  specific  charge  for  the  use  of  a  steam- 
boat in  Mr.  Reynolds'  bills  since  I  have  been  at  the  head 
of  the  Department;  the  only  means  I  have  of  knowing  the 
number  of  dead  horses  and  cows  contained  in  the  bill  of 
Mr.  Reynolds,  is  correct,  is  from  the  oath  of  Mr.  Cornell, 
the  inspector  appointed  by  me;  he  renders  no  daily  account, 
but  only  a  monthly  account;  the  dead  animals  all  go  to 
Thirty-fourth  street,  East  river.  The  charge  per  month 
for  removing  blood  and  offal  is  fixed  at  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars per  month,  by  contract.  The  inspector  for  butchers' 
blood  and  offal  is  Thomas  Comstock;  he  is  appointed  by 
me;  I  don't  know  of  any  soap-boilers'  establishments 
from  which  Mr.  Reynolds  removes  nuisances:  it  is  his 
duty  to  do  so;  I  don't  know  from  wliat  places  he  removes 
any  fish  offal;  I  have  a  box  in  my  office  for  ilie  reception 
of  complaints  for  tlic  removal  lI  garbage,  dead  animals, 
&c.,  which  Reynolds'  men  come  and  take  away  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  to;  there  arc  similar  l;oxes  in  the 
various  station-iiou.ses;  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Ilealtii  Ward- 
ens, who  discover  any  dead  animals  anywhere  in  the  city, 
^0  place  a  similar  notice  in  the  liox  in  my  oftice;  I  don't 
know  whetlier  Mr.  Reynolds  has  used  any  lime  for  the 
months  of  May  or  June;  Mr.  Comstock's  duty  is  to  super- 
intend the  removal  of  the  blood  and  offal  from  the  slaugh- 
ter-houses; Mr.  John  R.  Miller  was  formerly,  but  is  not 
now,  the  superintendent  of  the  blood  dock  at  Thirty-fourth 
street,  East  river;  Mr.  Francis  Darling  is  the  inspector  at 
the  dock  at  Fortieth  street,  North  river.  If  I  had  known 
that  the  butchers'  blood  was  dumped  into  the  river  I 
would  have  stopped  it,  and  would  not  have  certified  the 
bill  for  the  removal  of  the  same.  Since  my  election  as 
City  Inspector,  I  have  lieen  twice  to  Ilarrcn  Island.     In 


1641  (Doc.  No.  55. 

the  charge  in  the  bills  of  Mr.  Reynolds  for  May  and  June 
for  soap-boilers"  nuisances,  fish  offal,  garbage,  bones,  dead 
dogs,  cats,  lime,  &c.,  of  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty-one  dollars,  is  a  monthly  charge,  and  composed  of 
charges  under  the  contract,  for  removing  soap-boilers, 
nuisances,  fish  offal,  &c.,  six  hundred  dollars;  for  remov- 
ing garbage  from  hotels,  «fec.,  four  hundred  dollars;  for 
collecting  and  removing  bones,  &c.,  from  the  streets,  &c., 
four  hundred  and  ninety  dollars;  for  removing  dead  dogs, 
cats,&c.,  one  hundred  dollars;  and  for  lime  for  disinfect- 
ing, thirty  dollars.  The  charge  of  one  thousand  and 
twenty-six  dollars  in  the  bill  of  June,  1853,  is  for  taking 
away  and  removing  from  the  docks,  out  of  the  limits  of  the 
city,  dead  animals,  offal,  bluod,  <tc.,  and  that  charge  in- 
cludes Sundays,  as  well  as  every  other  day  in  the  year.  I 
don't  know  how  many  carls  Mr.  Tieynolds  employs  in  this 
business,  but  can  make  an  estimate.  There  are  some  bone- 
boiling  establishments  now  in  the  city,  in  the  Nineteenth 
and  Twelfth  "Wards,  that  have  been  reported  to  me  by 
citizens  and  Health  Wardens.  John  Vanderbeck  has 
reported  bone-boiling  establishments,  but  I  don't  remem- 
ber where.  When  I  made  my  report  to  the  Common 
Council,  under  date  of  18th  May  last,  I  supposed  Mr. 
Reynolds  had  complied  with  his  contract,  as  I  had  no 
complaint  to  the  contrary.  I  have  not  licensed  any  carts, 
wagons  or  other  vehicles,  for  the  purpose  of  removing 
butchers'  blood,  dead  animals,  offal,  (fee,  or  I  would  have 
known  how  many  there  were:  I  have  had  no  application 
for  licensing  any.  I  don't  know  bow  the  garbage  and 
stuff  from  the  markets  is  removed;  that,  I  believe,  comes 
under  the  Department  of  the  Commissioner  of  Streets  and 
Lamps,  and  is,  I  suppose,  an  expense  coming  under  that 
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(lopartmont.  I  don't  know  of  any  hotels  from  Avhich  Mr. 
Reynolds  removes  garbage  of  my  own  knowledge.  I  have 
seen  garbage  in  large  quantities  on  board  his  boats. 


THOMAS  K.  DOWNING. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  29th  ) 
day  of  June,  1853.  j 


F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Thomas  K.  Down- 
ing, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  am 
City  Inspector,  and  commenced  the  duties  of  the  office  the 
;Jd  day  of  January  last.  On  taking  possession  of  the 
office,  my  predecessor.  Dr.  White,  did  not  deliver  any 
books  or  papers  or  accounts,  showing  a  detailed  statement 
of  tlic  disbursements  or  receipts  of  moneys  in  said  office, 
nor  any  books  except  one,  purporting  to  be  an  account  of 
lien  work;  and  I  verily  believe  Dr.  White  removed  from 
the  office  all  the  books  showing  the  receipts  or  disburse- 
ments of  the  Department:  and  I  believe  the  same  must  now 
be  under  his  control,  if  he  kept  any  such  books. 

THOMAS  K.  DOWNING. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  7th 
day  of  Sept..  1853. 


} 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder 


X<»-  107. 

City  and  County  of  A\w    York,  .va;— Wii.mam  II.  Knapp, 
beiiig  duly  sworn,  dcpo.'-os  and  says  as  follows:     I  reside  at 
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No.  74  Suffolk  street;  am  an  agent  for  real  estate.  About 
two  years  ago,  but  the  exact  time  I  cannot  remember  now, 
I  was  one  day  in  the  office  of  Dr.  White,  when  he  was  City 
Inspector,  to  see  him  on  business.  I  found  him  engaged  in 
the  private  office,  in  the  back  room,  with  Captain  William. 
L.  Baxter,  John  Brady  and  William  C.  Lent  and  others,  I 
believe  Mr.  Morgan  among  them.  The  door  was  ajar;  I 
pulled  it  open  to  speak  with  Dr.  White,  but  linding  him 
engaged,  I  retired;  but  before  retiring,  I  heard  Dr.  White 
say,  "  You  know,  gentlemen,  that  I  am  a  partner  with  you; 
but  it  must  not  be  known,  as  I  am  in  public  business;  if  it 
were,  it  would  ruin  me.  You  can  go  on,  but  you  must 
keep  it  still;  nobody  must  know  any  thing  about  it,  and 
we  can  make  money  or  make  a  fortune,"  I  am  not  certain 
which  expression  he  used.  The  above  is  the  substance  of 
what  I  heard;  I  did  not  hear  any  reply  made  by  the  others; 
they  were  in  close  and  low  conversation  when  I  retired; 
the  expressions  of  Dr.  White  were  used  the  moment  I  went- 
in  the  door,  and  before  he  was  aware  of  my  presence.  I 
saw  Mr.  William  B.  Reynolds  about  two  weeks  ago,  at 
No.  8  Centre  street,  and  had  a  conversation  with  him  on 
the  subject  of  his  contract;  I  mentioned  to  him  that  the  In- 
vestigating Committee  were  about  to  investigate  the  mat- 
ter, and  he  invited  me  to  come  to  his  office;  I  told  him  that 
one  of  the  parties  had  tried  to  bribe  me,  and  oifered  fifty 
dollars,  cash  down,  and  fifty  dollars  after  the  trial  was  over; 
I  alluded  to  the  parties  in  a  civil  suit,  in  which  White  & 
Childs  were  parties  on  one  side,  and  Baxter,  Brady,  Lent 
&  Co.  on  the  other.  Mr.  Pease  was  the  person  who  offer- 
ed me  the  bribe;  he  was  the  clerk  in  Heman  W.  Childs^ 
office,  Commissioner  of  Lamps  and  Streets.  That  is  all 
the  conversation  I  can  recollect  with  Mr.  Reynolds  at  that 
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time;  I  have  not  seen  him  since,  to  speak  with  him;  there 

might  have  been  other  conversation,  but  I  don't  recollect  it. 

W.  IT.  KXAPP. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  1st  [ 
day  of  July,  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  168. 
City  and  Comity  of  JVeiv  York,  ss: — Thomas  C.  Pinck- 
2«EY,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows;  I  re- 
side in  the  city  of  Brooklyn;  I  am  a  lawyer.  Sometime 
in  the  spring  of  1850,  or  the  beginning  of  the  summer,  I 
think,  I  was  applied  to  by  Captain  William  L.  Baxter,  to 
Icnow  whether  an  association  could  be  formed,  in  which 
the  names  of  some  of  the  partners  could  be  kept  secret,  and 
I  was  soon  after  called  upon  in  rcfcrenco  to  the  same  sub- 
ject, by  Mr.  Lent,  Mr.  Brady  and  Mr.  Morgan.  I  had 
given  an  opinion,  either  before  or  after  these  gentleman 
called,  that  such  an  association  could  not  be  formed  under 
the  statute,  for  the  purposes  they  seemed  to  have  iu  view. 
I  was  then  requested  to  draw  up  articles  of  copartnership, 
which  I  did;  they  were  engrossed,  and  taken  or  sent  away, 
for  the  purpose  of  being  executed;  there  were  blanks  left 
in  the  instrument  for  two  additional  names,  and  six  seals 
affixed,  in  all,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection:  the  two  names 
of  the  secret  partners  I  learned  in  some  way,  but  don't 
now  remember  now,  were  to  be  Col.  Ilcman  W.  Childs 
and  Dr.  White.  My  son,  J.  11.  Ilobart  Pinckney,  engros- 
sed the  articles  of  copartncrshi|»,  and,  I  think,  aflixod  the 

seals. 

Tiros.  C.  PINCKNKV. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  1st  ) 
day  of  July,  1^5;'.  ) 

F.  U.  TiLLou,  Recorder. 
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No.  169. 

City  and  County  of  J^ew  York,  ss: — John  Henry  H.. 
PiNCKNEY,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows*.. 
I  reside  in  Brooklyn;  I  am  a  lawyer;  I  was  a  clerk  in  the 
oJBfice  of  my  father,  Thomas  C.  Pinckney,  in  the  fore  part 
of  1850,  when  the  articles  of   copartnership  of  the  firm  of 
Baxter,  Brady,  Lent  &  Co.,  were  drafted  by  my  father;  I 
engrossed  the  said  articles  from  the  said  draft.     The  rea- 
son that  they  determined  to  have  it  a  copartnership,  in- 
stead of  an  association  under  the  statute,  was  that  there 
were  two  of  the  partners  whose  names  were  not  to  appear; 
there  was  a  blank  left  in  the  agreement  for  the  insertion 
of  other  names;  there  were  also  other  seals  attached,  be- 
sides those  of  the  four.     In  September,  of  that  year,  I  was 
present  at  a  conversation  between  my  father  and  Col.  He- 
man  W.  Childs;  they  were  talking  about  the  business  of 
Baxter,  Brady,  Lent  &  Co.,  and  endeavoring  to  compromise 
a  suit  which  had  been  commenced.     I  heard  my   father 
say,  "  You  know,  Col.  Childs,  you  are  a  partner,  and  we 
can  prove  it;"  to  which  Col.  Childs  replied,  "  I  know  it, 
but  that  is  no  reason  why  I  should  pay  the  expenses  in 
this  matter.'"'     That  is  about  the  substance  of  the  language 
used  in  reference  to  the  matter;  I  recollect  this,  because 
after  Col.  Childs  left,  my  father  said,  "  recollect  that;  it 
may  be  important." 

J.  H.  HOBART  PINCKNEY. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  1st  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  170. 
City  and  County  of  J\\>w  York,  ss: — Bernard  H.  Ro- 
mans, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I 
reside  at  No.  68  Murray  street;  I  am  not  engaged  in  any 
particular  business  now:  I  was  first  clerk  under  Dr. 
White,  late  City  Inspector,  and  continued  as  a  clerk  in 
that  department  until  February  last;  I  was  clerk  with  Dr. 
White  when  the  first  contract  was  made  by  him  for  re- 
moving olTal,  <tc.,  from  the  city;  there  were  proposals  sent 
in  for  that  contract;  the  lowest  proposal  came  from  a  man 
who  signed  his  name  Steven  Cole;  I  never  saAv  him  in  the 
oflSce,  and  did  not  know  who  he  was;  the  contract  was 
given  to  him,  as  I  understood,  and  immediately  afterward 
assigned  to  William  B.  Reynolds;  Reynolds  went  on  after 
that,  performing  the  contract,  and  made  regular  returns  to 
the  department;  I  made  the  entries  in  the  books  from  Mr. 
Reynolds'  returns,  and  he  was  paid  in  pursuance  of  them. 
An  ordinance  was  afterward  made,  as  I  understood,  au- 
thorizing Dr.  White  to  make  a  new  contract  with  Rey- 
nolds, which  he  did. 

B.  H.  ROMANS. 
Sworn  before   me,  this  1st    \ 
day  of  July,  1853.  \ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  171. 

RESIDENTS    AND     OWNERS     IN     THE    NEIGUDORHOOD    OF   THE 
DU.MPING-GROUND. 

City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — Douw  D.  Wil- 
liamson being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows. — 
I  reside  at  No.  82  Macdougal  street;  I  am  President  of 
the  Farmers' Loan  and  Trust  Company:  the  Fanners'  Loan 
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■and  Trust  Company  owned  the  land  between  Thirty-first  . 
and  Thirty-sixth  streets,  Second  avenue  and  the  East  river; 
two  years  ago,  when  the  scow  for  the  reception  of  offal, 
(fee,   was  placed  at.  the  pier  betw^een  Thirty-fourth  and 
Thirty-fifth  streets,  East  river;   which,  proving   a   very 
great  nuisance  to  persons  doing  business  in  the  neighbor- 
hood and  preventing  them  from  doing  business  there;  I,  as 
President  of  the  Farmers'  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  com- 
plained to  the  City  Inspector,  Dr.  White,  with  the  view  to 
have  the  scow  removed;  he  entirely  and  positively  refused 
to  do  so.  I  then  complained  to  the  Mayor,  A.  C.  Kingland, 
Esq.,  who  also  refused  to  remove  it,  and  placed  a  police 
force  to  protect  it  from  being  disturbed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  neighborhood.     1  then  sent  a  remonstrance  to  the 
Board   of  Health,  which  was  also  disregarded,  and  the 
scow  has   remained  there  ever  since,  until  recently;  she 
was  burnt  up,  as  I  learn.     The  occupation  of  the  said  pier, 
by  the  said  scow,  was  a  great  pecuniary  injury  to  the  Far- 
mers' Trust  Company,  as  the   company  could  not  collect 
wharfage,  which   tliey  could  have  collected,  had  the  scow 
not  been  there.     The  offal,  in  its  process  of  being  removed 
in  the  carts  through  the  streets  to  the  scow  was  very 
offensive,  so  much  so,  that  I  could  not  go  near  it,  which 
would  not  have  been  the  case  had  the  offal  been  fresh  from 
the  slaughter-houses.     I  have  also  seen  animals  in  a  state 
of  decomposition  put  on  board  the  scow,  which  was  ex- 
tremely offensive,  they  having  been  left  where  they  died  a 
longer  time  than  they  should  have  been,  and  which  would 
not  have  been  the  case  had  they  been  promptly  removed. 

D.  D.  WILLIAMSON. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  24th  ) 
day  of  June,  1853.  S 

F.  U.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  172. 

City  and  County  of  J\''e.w  York,  ss: — JosErn  F.  GiLMAN, 
bein^  duly  sworn,  deposes  aud  sa3-s  as  follows: — I  reside  in 
Thirty-fifth  street,  between  First  and  Second  avenues,  East 
river;  I  am  a  builder,  of  the  firm  of  Oilman  «fc  Whitney;  the 
pier  for  the  reception  of  dead  animals,  blood,  offal,  etc.,  is 
situated  at  the  foot  of  Thirty-fourth  street;  the  place  is  a 
very  great  nuisance,  and  is  almost  unendurable;  so  much 
so,  that  unless  it  is  taken  away,  I  canndt  remain  there; 
these  animals  and  offal  are  placed  on  board  the  boat,  and 
are  not  taken  away  immediately,  but  are  suffered  to  re- 
main on  board  a  long  time,  which  causes  a  great  smell; 
the  boat  I  saw  there  last  night;  and  the  smell  from  it  was 
very  offensive  at  my  house,  and  when  I  left  home  this 
morning  at  half-past  11  o'clock,  and  the  boat  was  still 
there;  when  I  saw  her  last  night,  she  had  a  large  number 
of  dead  animals  on  board;  and  one  great  reason  that  pro- 
duces this  nuisance  is,  that  the  animals  and  offals  are 
allowed  to  remain  too  long. 

JOSEPH  F.  OILMAN, 
Sworn  before  me,  this  21tth  ) 
day  of  June,  1853.  I 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  173. 
City  end  County  ofAcic  York,  .v.?;— Joiix  Burns,  being- 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside  No.  211 
Thirty-third  street,  Fast  river;  I  am  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  receiving  wharfage,  and  improving  the  property 
of  the  Farmers'  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  who  own  i)ro- 
perty  from  Thirty-first  to  Thirty-sixth  street,  Second  avc- 
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nue  to  the  East  river;  the  pier  which  is  now  occupied  for 
the   reception  of  offal,  dead  animals,  <fec.,  is  situated   on 
part  of  the  above  property  at  the  foot  of  Thirty-fourth 
street:   it  has  been  used  for  the   above  purpose,   next 
August  will  be  two  years;  my  residence  is   about  three 
hundred  or  four  hundred  feet  from  this  pier,  and  I  have  a 
perfect  view  of  it  from  my  window;  constantly  I  see  daily 
dead   animals  brought  to    this  pier,  and  they  are  almost 
always,  horses  especially,  in  a  state  of  putrefaction  before 
they  are  deposited  there;  they  were  recived  on  board  a 
scow  until  about  two  weeks  ago,  when  she  was  burnt;  the 
animals  would  be  allowed  to  remain  on  the  scow  two  or 
three  days  before  the  steamboat  or  schooner  would  come 
to   receive   them;  they  would   become  very  offensive;  so 
much  so,  that  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to   approach 
near  them  when  the  wind  would  blow  towards  the  shore, 
especially  when   the  weather  would  be   a   little  warm;  I 
have  frequently  seen  these  animals  covered  with  worms; 
the  offal  brought  there  by  the  butchers'  wagons  was  still 
more  offensive  than  the  animals,  as  it  was  most  generally 
in  a  putrid  state,  alive  with  maggots  before  taken  from  the 
slaughter-houses;  the  offal  was  deposited  in  boxes  standing 
on  the  pier,  and  when  they  were  full  would  be  removed  to 
the  scow  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  steamer;  the  steamer 
would   sometimes  remain  for  two  or  three  days,  until  she 
would  have  a  large  load;  the  way  this  business   is   con- 
ducted  is  of  great  disadvantage  to  the  neighborhood,  and 
very  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  and  work- 
men about  the  docks."    Captains  of  vessels  and  others  hav- 
ing business   at  the  wharves  in  the  neighborhood,  have 
daily  complained  to  me  about  it;  I  know  many  houses  in 

the  vicinity  which  cannot  be  tenanted,  in  consequence  of 
31 
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the  smell  arising  from  these  deposits:  there  are  uow  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-five  houses  in  that  neighborhood  unoccu- 
pied, and  I  believe  from  that  cause:  the  stench  being  so 
great  that  the  women  will  not  live  there:  whilst  the  scow 
was  there,  before  being  burnt,  the  steamer  did  not  come 
every  day,  but  after  getting  a  load,  would  be  gone  some- 
times two  and  sometimes  three  days  before  she  would  re- 
turn; and  during  those  absences,  I  have  heard  the  captain 
say,  he  had  been  away  delivering  grease  and  other  things, 
to  Jersey  and  other  places.  The  blood  brought  there  was 
usually  dumped  in  the  river. 


JOHN  BURNS 


Sworn  before  me,  this  •2'Jth  ( 
day  of  June,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  Tir.LOU.  Recorder 


No.  171. 
Cift/  and  County  of  Xtic  York,  ss: — Merwin  N.  Whit- 
ney, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — 1  re- 
side No.  203  Thirty-fifth  street;  I  am  a  builder,  of  the  firm 
of  Oilman  A:  Whitney;  we  own  four  houses  in  Thirty-fifth 
street,  Nos.  147,  140,  201  and  203,  they  are  all  untenanted 
except  Xos.  201  and  203,  which  are  occupied  by  my  part- 
ner and  myself:  the  buildings  are  all  new  and  have  been 
finished  since  April;  I  know  the  place  which  is  occupied 
for  the  reception  of  offal  and  dead  animals,  at  the  foot  of 
Thirty-fourth  street,  East  river:  it  is  about  a  half  a  block 
from  my  residence:  it  is  a  great  nuisance  to  the  neighbor- 
hood, so  much  so,  that  we  are  compelled  to  close  our  win- 
dows and  sprinkle  camphor  to  keep  the  stench  out.  Ten- 
ants cannot  be  procured  for  the  two  houses  above  spoken 
of  in  consequence,  and  I  shall  be  compelled  to  remove  my- 
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self  unless  the  nuisance  is  removed.  1  have  been  frequent- 
ly made  sick  by  the  stench  arising  from  the  deposits  of 
offal.  (Sec,  so  that  I  have  vomited  several  times,  and  I  have 
known  others  to  be  similarly  affected  in  consequence:  1 
have  frequently  observed  the  carts  conveying  the  offal  to 
the  place,  and  it  was  then  in  a  putrid  state:  I  have  seen 
the  steamboat  come  to  the  pier  at  about  six  o'clock  in  the* 
evening,  when  they  began  to  load  the  vessel  with  offal, 
&c.,  she  would  remain  all  night,  and  I  have  seen  her  con- 
tinue there  as  late  as  eleven  o'clock  the  next  day,  with 
dead  carcasses  exposed  on  the  deck;  the  smell  from  them 
was  very  offensive;  I  have  frequently  gone  round  the 
block  to  avoid  the  stench;  one  great  cause  of  the  nuisance 
is,  that  the  boats  remain  so  long  M'ith  the  offal  and  car- 
casses onboard  without  going  immediately  off  as  soon  as  it 
is  delivered.  The  way  in  which  this  business  is  conducted 
is  a  very  great  nuisance,  and  injurious  to  the  liealth  and 
interests  of  the  occupants  and  property  liolders  in  the 
neighborhood.  The  neighbors  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
going  down  in  the  night,  at  different  hours,  to  see  if  the 
boat  still  lay  there,  because  the  stench  was  so  great  it  was 
unendurable,  and  tli^v  have  found  her  there,  and  found 
her  still  there  in  tlic  morning;  when  I  said  that  I  have 
known  her  there  as  late  as  eleven  o'clock  in  the  day,  I  do 
not  mean  that  she  went  away  at  that  hour;  I  meant  that  I 
saw  her  at  that  hour  lying  at  the  dock,  how  much  longer 
she  remained  I  do  not  know.  The  animals  were  then  re- 
maining on  the  deck  exposed  to  the  sun,  this  was  on  Wed- 
nesday last,  the  29th  June. 

MERWIN  N.  WHITNEY. 
Sworn  l)efore  me.  this  Ist  I 
day  of  July,  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  17o. 

City  and  County  of  J^\w  York,  ss: — Ukl  Reynolds, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  122  Second  street;  I  have  been  a  builder  for  the  last 
two  years.  I  own  some  houses  and  lots  in  company  with 
my  partner,  Gideon  Fountain,  on  the  First  avenue,  from 
Tiiipty-second  to  Tliirty-third  street,  and  on  Thirty-third 
street  west  of  tlic  First  avenue.  The  pier  at  which  dead 
animals  and  oflal  is  brought,  is  at  the  foot  of  Thirty-fourth 
street,  East  river,  about  three  hundred  feet  from  my  pro- 
perty; dead  animals  are  brought  to  that  pier  in  carts  and 
wagons,  and  the  ofl'al  and  blood  is  brought  in  boxes  or 
barrels;  the  dead  animals  are  placed  on  the  deck  of  the 
vessels,  and  when  the  wind  is  in  our  direction  the  efliuvia 
arising  from  them  is  very  ofi'ensive;  the  workmen  in  the 
neighborhood  have  often  complained  of  the  oftensiveness 
created  by  the  dead  animals  and  offal  being  allowed  to  re- 
main there;  the  manner  in  which  this  business  is  managed 
is  a  very  great  nuisance  to  the  neighborhood,  and  highly 
prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  especially  in 
warm  weather:  I  have  frequently  observed  when  the  carts 
were  passing  with  the  offal,  tliat  the  smdl  was  very  offen- 
sive, and  the  oflal  could  not  have  been  taken  fresh  from 
the  slaughter-houses. 

UEL  REYNOLDS. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  2!Hh  ) 
day  of  June,  18.53.  ^ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  17(3. 
City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  5*;— Jacob  Miller. being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside  at  No. 
301  Fifth  street;  I  am  a  lumber  merchant;  I  have  a  part- 
ner, and  we  have  two  lumber  yards  in  the  city;  one  of  them 
is  on  Thirty-fifth  and  Thirty-sixth  streets,  commencing  one 
hundred  feet  from  First  avenue.  The  pier  at  which  the 
dead  animals  and  offal  are  received,  is  at  the  foot  of  Thir- 
ty-fourth street,  a  little  north.  East  river  runs  about  four 
hundred  feet  from  our  yard.  Dead  animals  are  brought 
to  the  foot  of  that  pier  on  carts  and  wagons,  and  butchers' 
offal  and  blood  in  boxes.  The  dead  animals  are  put  in 
vessels,  but  are  suffered  to  remain  there  certainly  for  one 
or  two  days,  and  perhaps  more.  They  are  in  a  bad  state 
when  they  come  there,  and  become  much  more  so  from  re- 
maining until  the  whole  atmosphere  is  affected  by  the  efflu- 
via, and  becomes  offensive  and  dangerous  to  health.  The 
smell  can  be  perceived  for  blocks  around;  I  have  seen 
the  boxes  containing  offal  and  blood  standing  there  con- 
tinually, and  sometimes  open.  I  saw  there  this  morning 
as  many,  I  think  as  thirty  or  forty,  and  I  have  seen  the 
same  number  almost  continually  there.  The  smell  from 
them  is  very  offensive.  Up  to  about  two  weeks  ago,  there 
was  an  old  scow  there,  in  which  the  animals  and  offal  were 
deposited.  She  remained  there,  and  the  contents  were 
transferred  to  a  steamer  which  carried  them  away.  The 
steamer  wouLi  remain  for  one  or  two  days  or  more  until 
she  would  have  a  sufficient  load.  For  the  last  two  weeks 
the  scow  has  been  taken  away,  and  the  dead  animals  are 
now  put  directly  on  board  the  steamer  or  schooner.  What 
becomes  of  the  boxes  and  their  contents  I  don't  know,  as 
they  appear  to  me  to  remain  there  the  whole  time,  as  the 
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effluvia  coniinues  to  remain  the  whole  time.  The  steamer 
or  .schooner  will  often  remain  for  one  or  two  days,  receiv- 
ing the  animals  as  they  are  brought  there,  and  until  the 
load  is  completed,  and  whilst  remaining  there  the  effluvia 
from  thcni  is  very  olVonsive.  Tiic  way  in  which  the  busi- 
ness is  conducted,  makes  it  a  nuisance  of  an  aggravated 
character,  and'  unless  changed,  will  have  the  tendency  to 
drive  all  business  from  that  neighborhood,  as  well  as  being 
injurious  to  the  public  health.  The  offals  when  first 
brought  down  are  in  an  offensive  state,  and  could  not  have 
been  taken  fresh  from  the  slaughter-houses;  and  the  dead 
animals  are  often  in  a  state  of  putrefaction  when  first 
i>rought  to  the  pier. 

JACOB  MILLER. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  28th  ) 
day  of  June,  1853.  f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU.  Recorder. 


No.   177. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — TiiOM.vs  .MiLLEK, 
being  duly  sworn,  depoises  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
on  the  corner  of  Thirty-fifth  street  and  Eleventh  avenue; 
I  am  contractor  for  streets  and  avenues.  From  early  in 
the  year  1852  to  the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  I  have 
been  in  the  daily  hal>it  of  being  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  foot  of  Thirty-ninth  street,  where  the  boat  for  the  re- 
ception of  offal,  ttc,  lay;  my  business  (the  horse  and 
manure  busines.^)  required  my  pri\<encc  at  .the  depot  for 
the  manure,  situated  between  Thirty-ninth  and  Fortieth 
streets,  and  between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth  avenues.  I 
was  there  many  days  from  morning  till  night,  and  at  other 
times  would  bo  there  off  and  on  most  of  tlio  day.     My 
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attention  was  called  to  the  offal  l)oat  by  Mr.  McClelland, 
who  resides  very  near  the  place  where  she  lay,  who  told 
me  the  boat  had  never  been  a  hundred  feet  from  the  dock, 
except  when  she  was   removed  to  the  foot  of  Fortieth 
street.     After  this  I  paid  more  attention  to  it,  and  I  never 
saw  any  steamboat  or  other  boat  come  to  where  she  lay  to 
remove  any  thing  from  her;  and  never  saw  the  boat  itself 
taken  off  by  any  other  boat.    She  could  not  be  taken  away 
except  by  being  towed.     If  any  steamboat  or  other  boat 
had  come  along  side  to  remove  the  boat  itself  or  its  con- 
tents I  must  have  known  it,  either  from  personal  obser- 
vation or  from  conversations  in  the  neighborhood,  as  it 
was  the  subject  of  much  conversation.     After  I  was  sub- 
poenaed to  appear  here,  I  mentioned  the  fact  to  Thomas 
Harper,  who  resides   on   the  Eleventh  avenue,  between 
Thirty-sixth  and  Thirty-seventh  streets,  west   side.     He 
asked  me  what  it  related  to,  and  I  told  him  I  supposed  it 
was  about  the  offal  contract.     He  then  said,  has  it  any 
thing  to  do  with  the  old  boat  lying  at  the  foot  of  Fortieth 
street?  He  said  that  about  this  time  last  year,  whilst  he  was 
taking  up  some  timber  near  where  the  boat  lay,  the  offal 
floating   about  there   caused  such  a  stench  that  he  was 
hardly  able  to  stay  there,  and  that  they  had  a  false  bottom 
to  the  boat.     I  asked  him  if  he  saw  it;  he  said,  yes;  the 
Dutchman  who  has  charge  of  the  boat  appeared  to  pull  a 
string,  or  move  something,  then  something  gave  way,  and 
the  offal  slushed  right  out  into  the  river. 

THOMAS  MILLP]R. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  21st } 
day  of  June,  18.5o.         \ 

F.    R.    TiLLOn.  Jirr.orii^ir 
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No.  178. 

City  and  County  of  M'w  York,  ss: — Thomas  Harper, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows:  I  reside 
in  Eleventh  avenue,  between  Thirty-sixth  and  Thirty- 
seventh  street;  I  am  foreman  on  Campbell  S:  Moody's 
saw  mill.  Al)out  a  year  ago,  1  was  employed  draw- 
ing lumber  for  Mr.  Phillips,  from  the  Thirty-ninth  street 
dock,  North  river,  to  the  yard  on  the  Eleventh  avenue, 
between  Thirty-eighth  and  Thirty-ninth  streets.  There 
was  a  scow,  at  that  time,  lying  at  the  wharf;  I  have  seen 
carts  come\lown  there  and  dump  over  the  string  piece 
the  contents  of  their  carts,  but  Avhethcr  it  went  into  the 
boat  or  into  the  river,  I  am  unable  to  say:  but  I  soon 
after  saw  oflal  floating  about,  which  led  me  to  believe  that 
it  was  dumped  immediately  into  the  river,  or  that  the  boat 
had  some  sort  of  arrangement  by  wliicii  the  offal  was  let 
into  the  river  immediately  after  it  was  dumped;  I  am  un- 
able to  say  which.  The  smell  was  very  offensive,  and  so 
much  so,  that  I  was  obliged  many  times  to  leave  the  dock 
in  consequence.  I  was  engaged  on  that  dock,  oil'  and  on, 
for  ui>ward  of  two  months,  and  my  Imsiness  carried  me 
there  from  early  in  the  morning  until  late  in  the  afternoon, 
down  to  night;  during  the  whole  of  that  period,  I  never 
saw  any  steam,  or  other  boat,  come  to  take  the  contents  of 
that  scow  from  it,  or  remove  that  scow  from  the  place 
whf-re  she  lay. 

THOMAS  HARPER. 

Sworn  before  mc.  this  -2'2d  i 
day  of  June,  185:].         s 

F.    K.  Tll.I.or.   flrnrl.r. 
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No.  179. 
City  and  County  of  J\'eu'  York,  ss: — Thomas  McLel- 
LAND,  being  duly  SAvoru,  deposes  and  says  as  follows;  I 
reside  in  Thirty-ninth  street,  near  the  North  river;  I  keep 
a  grocery  and  liquor  store  there:  I  have  resided  in  this 
place  since  a  year  ago  last  November.  At  the  time  I 
came  there,  there  was  a  sloop  lying  at  the  Thirty-ninth 
street  pier,  for  the  reception  of  offal,  as  I  understood.  In 
the  spring  following,  a  canal  boat  was  brought  there,  and 
at  said  pier,  near  the  sloop,  which  was  sunk  in  about  a 
month  afterwards;  the  sloop  was  raised  and  sold  and  taken 
away;  Riddle  had  offered  to  sell  her  to  me  for  thirty  dol- 
lars: the  canal  boat  continued  to  lay  there,  a  roof  having 
been  built  over  it,  on  the  deck.  During  the  day  the  carts 
of  butchers  came,  with  offal  and  blood,  and  dumped  it  on 
the  house  on  the  deck  of  the  canal  boat,  and  at  night  the 
two  men  belonging  to  this  boat,  would  throw  it  off  the 
boat  into  the  river;  I  have  seen  the  offal  floating  in  the 
river,  and  the  smell  from  them  was  very  offensive  in  the 
neighborhood;  I  have  seen  putrified  offals  on  my  own 
float,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  canal  boat;  it  was  so  of- 
fensive that  persons  would  not  go  near  it.  There  were 
two  men  employed;  there  was  one  a  Dutchman,  who  could 
speak  no  English,  and  the  other  was  an  Irishman;  I  spoke 
to  the  latter  about  throwing  these  offal  in  the  liver,  and 
he  said  he  could  not  help  it,  as  he  was  bound  to  please  his 
employers.  The  boat  remained  at  this  place  until  the 
pier  at  the  foot  of  Fortieth  street  was  built,  Avhich  was 
about  a  year  ago,  when  the  boat  was  removed  to  that 
place.  During  this  time,  the  canal  boat  remained  at  tlie 
foot  of  Thirty-ninth  street;  her  position  was  never  chang- 
ed, and  I  never  saw  anv  steamboat  or  anv  other  boat 
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come  to  take  the  offal  from  it.  After  the  boat  was  re- 
moved to  the  foot  of  Fortieth  street,  I  continued  to  see 
her  every  day;  for  a  month  or  so  after  tliis,  they  continued 
as  they  had  done  at  the  foot  of  Thirty-ninth  street,  to  re- 
ceive the  ofial  ill  I  ho  boat,  and  at  night  to  tlirow  it  over 
into  the  river:  then  the  Irishman  was  taken  away  from 
there,  and  the  Dutchman  left  alone  in  charge;  then  the 
carts  of  the  butchers  would  come  down,  bringing  their  of- 
fals in  barrels,  back  their  carts  to  the  string-piece,  and 
dump  the  contents  of  the  barrels  at  once  into  the  river, 
without  putting  any  of  it  into  the  boat:  1  liavo  seen  six  or 
eight  carts  there  at  one  time,  and  the  river  covered  with 
floating  offal  and  blood,  carried  up  and  down  Avith  the 
tide.  This  practice  continued  until  about  a  week  ago, 
when  for  the  first  time,  I  saw  a  two-horse  wagon  come, 
having  boxes  on  it:  these  boxes  were  empty,  and  were  left 
on  the  dock  into  which  the  butchers'  carts  would  dump 
their  offals  :  these  boxes,  when  full,  would  be  carried 
away,  where,  I  do  not  know:  I  have  not  at  any  time,  seen 
a  boat  of  any  description  come  to  take  these  boxes  away; 
I  live  so  near  that  if  a  boat  had  come  I  must  have  seen  it. 
My  house  is  within  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet  of  the  pier 
where  the  boat  lays,  which  is  right  in  front  of  my  door,  so 
that  1  could  see  every  thing  that  passes.  Until  about  a 
week  ago,  these  offals  were  very  oiVensive  to  tlie  neighbor- 
hood; the  blood  has  continued,  up  to  the  present  time,  to 
be  thrown  into  the  river,  and  even  this  morning  1  have 
seen  offals  floating  in  the  river,  close  up  to  my  float,  near 
the  dock.  The  Dutchman,  who  lias  charge  of  the  boat, 
was  very  little  there  until  within  the  last  week,  as  the 
boxes  now  give  him  more  work  to  do:  1  have  seen  the  of- 
fals dumjicd  in  the   river,  in   the  way  1  liavo  described,  in 
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the  presence  of  the  Dutchman,  many  a  time,  and  he  made 
no  objections.  I  have,  for  the  last  two  months,  seen  Mr. 
Riddle  very  little  there,  but  during  the  last  summer  I  have 
seen  him  there  very  frequently;  he  would  come  and  stay  a 
little  while,  and  then  go  away.  The  way  in  Avhich  the 
depositing  of  the  oflal  is  managed,  is  a  great  nuisance  to 
the  neighborhood,  rendering  it  almost  impossible  to  live 
there;  we  have  been  compelled,  very  often,  to  take  poles 
and  push  the  floating  offals  away,  so  that  they  might  be 
carried  away  with  the  tide.  I  have  never  seen  any  dead 
animals  delivered  there. 

THOMAS  McClelland, 

Sworn  before  me,  this  17th 
day  of  June,  1853. 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  180. 


City  and  County  of  Mew  York,  ss: — John  J.  Duryee,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
in  Fiftieth  street,  between  Broadway  and  the  Eighth 
avenue.  I  was  engaged  in  the  stage  business,  and  am 
now  engaged  in  the  manure  business,  and  for  upward  of 
a  year  past  I  have  observed  the  dock,  at  the  foot  of 
Fortieth  street,  built  about  the  line  of  the  Twelfth  ave- 
nue. North  river.  The  land  on  each  side  of  the  street 
which  has  been  recently  filled  in,  is  mostly  covered  with 
water  to  the  Eleventh  avenue.  The  water  reaching  on  the 
north  side  nearly  to  the  Eleventh  avenue,  and  the  south 
side  nearly  half  way,  and  knowing  that  the  wharf  was  ad. 
vertised  to  be  leased,  and  that  it  was  very  little  used,  I  ao 
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plied  to  the  Comptroller  to  Ictirfe  it.  L'pon  my  second  ap- 
plication to  the  Comptroller,  which  was  some  time  in  May 
last,  I  was  informed  that  the  wharf  had  been  set  apart  as 
a  place  at  which  the  blood,  olTal  and  dead  animals  of  the 
city  were  to  be  discharged.  For  upward  of  a  year  past 
I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  being  in  the  vicinity  of  that 
wharf,  where  I  could  see  it  nearly  all  the  time,  and  1  was 
frequently  on  it.  During  the  whole  of  that  time,  1  never 
saw  any  dead  animals  l)rought  there.  I  have  seen  butch- 
ers go  there,  or  persons  1  supposed  to  be  such,  and  back 
their  carts  up  to  the  string  piece,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  dock  to  where  the  boat  lay,  and  dump  the  contents  of 
the  barrels  on  their  carts,  into  the  river,  which  I  believe 
to  be  oft'al,  from  the  fact,  that  I  have  crossed  the  river  and 
have  seen  the  ollal  lloa,ting  about  there,  and  have  seen  the 
string  piece,  on  the  dock  stained  with  blood.  I  have  seen 
the  Dutchman,  whose  name  I  have  understood  to  be  Smith 
who  was  in  charge  of  the  boat  lying  tliere,  leave  the  boat, 
go  to  the  cart,  and  aid  the  persons  to  discharge  their  con- 
tents into  the  river.  I  liave  seen  James  Riddle,  who  told 
me  he  was  interested  in  the  Reynolds'  contract,  pay  the 
Dutchman  money  for  his  services,  alleging  that  he  was  in 
his  employ.  The  boat  in  the  fall  of  1852,  and  I  think  in 
September  was  sunk  along  side  of  the  dock,  and  lay  so  for 
a  long  time;  I  should  think  a  montli.  She  was  afterwards 
towed  up  to  Forty-eighth  street  to  be  repaired.  She  was 
absent  some  time,  and  was  brought  back  again.  The  same 
boat,  about  a  fortnight  since,  I  saw  lying  sunk  there,  and 
believe  her  to  be  so  now.  During  the  whole  period  I 
have  named,  I  have  never  seen  any  ulVal,  blood,  or  animals 
placed  or  put  on  board  of  iier.  I  have  never  seen  any 
steam  or  other  boat  come  there  to  remove  her  or  take  any 
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thing  away  from  it.  Riddle  told  me  at  one  time  that  he 
was  interested  in  the  Reynolds'  contract,  and  that  he  had 
sold  it  out.  and  had  made  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars. I  never  saw  any  man  acting  at  the  dock  as  inspec- 
tor, and  never  saw  Mr.  Riddle  there  more  than  three 
times,  and  one  of  those  times  he  told  me  he  was  waiting 
for  some  slabs  which  he  intended  to  take  down  to  Barren 
Island  to  build  some  hog  pens  there.  One  load  of  slabs 
came  while  I  was  there;  on  another  one  of  the  occasions 
he  told  me  he  came  there  to  see  about  the  sunken  boat. 


JOHN   J.  DURYEE. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  1.5th 
dav  of  June.  1853. 


F.  R.  TiLLou,  Recorder 


Xo.  181. 


City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — James  Price,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside  in  this 
city,  corner  of  Fortieth  street  and  Eleventh  avenue.  I 
am  employed  by  George  W.  Quimby,  at  the  corner  of 
Thirty-ninth  street  and  Eleventh  avenue,  as  foreman  to 
see  to  his  business,  which  is  the  hide  and  fat  business.  I 
know  there  was  a  boat  intended  for  the  reception  of  offal, 
&c.,  as  I  supposed,  lying  at  the  foot  of  Fortieth  street, 
North  river,  and  the  boat  was  also,  at  one  time,  at  the 
foot  of  Thirty-ninth  street.  I  have  never  seen  any  offals 
deposited  on  the  said  boat;  this  I  once  did  see:  while  the 
boat  lay  at  the  foot  of  Thirty-ninth  street,  a  dead  horse 
on  the  boat.  Mr.  Quimby  has  a  slaughter-house  next  to 
the  place  where  he  keeps  the  hides  and  fat,  and  I  have 
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charge  of  that  also.  The  oH'al  from  said  slaughtcr-hourtc 
has  never  been  called  for  or  taken  away  by  any  person  in 
the  employment  of  the  Corporation  but  has  been  carted  by 
me,  or  some  one  employed  by  me,  to  a  ])lacc  where  the 
Ijoat  lay,  sometimes  to  Thirty-ninth  street,  and  sometimes 
to  the  foot  of  Fortieth  street,  and  generally  finding  no 
person  there  to  receive  it,  I  have  dumped  it  in  the  river, 
along  the  side  of  the  dock.  I  have  occasionally  .seen  the 
old  man  in  charge  uf  the  Ijoat  who  has  loaned  me  a  bucket 
to  wash  out  the  cart  after  1  have  dumped  the  offals  in  the 
river  in  his  presence.  No  olijections  were  ever  made  to 
my  dnnijiing  the  offal  in  the  i-iver,  or  any  rc([uest  that  I 
would  put  it  in  the  boat.  Had  I  been  asked  to  put  it  in 
the  boat,  I  should  certainly  have  done  it. 

JAMBS   PRICE. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  ItJth  ( 
day  of  .June,  IS'jB.  ) 

F.  R.  Tii-Lou.  Recorder. 


BUTCH  KUS      AFFIDAVITS. 
No.  1S2. 


City  and  Cnund/  of  A'm:  York,  w; — CiiAULES  CoorKii, 
being  duly  swoiii,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
ut  No  8G  Sixth  street;  I  am  a  butcher  in  Fulton  market; 
my  slaughter-house  is  Nos.  202  and  204  Eldridge  street. 
I  have  been  twenty-two  years  engaged  in  the  business  in 
this  city.  The  blood  of  slaughtered  animals  is  valuable 
in  its  crude  state;  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  collecting  it 
from  various  slaughter-houses,  when  fresh,  and  j)aying  for 
it  various  prices,  averaging  from  a  .shilling  to  eighteen  cents 
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♦  a  barrel.  Mr.  Reynolds,  when  he  first  obtained  the  con- 
tract from  the  city,  sent  two  or  three  times,  to  the  best  of 
my  recollection,  for  the  offal  at  my  slaughter-house,  which 
was  delivered  ;  but  for  upward  of  a  year  past,  has  not 
applied  for  it  to  my  knowledge;  it  is  now  removed  by 
other  parties;  the  blood  I  used  myself;  I  use  the  blood  I 
should  suppose,  from  about  two-thirds  of  the  slaughter- 
houses in  the  city  for  manufacturing  purposes.  Some  per- 
son in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Reynolds,  about  the  early 
part  of  his  contract,  applied  to  me,  at  the  market,  and 
asked  me  if  I  was  not  going  to  let  him  have  the  bones;  I 
told  him  no,  that  I  thought  I  had  the  right  to  sell  my 
property  to  whom  I  pleased;  he  replied  that  he  would  not 
take  offal  if  I  did  not,  or  something  to  that  import.  I 
suppose  he  meant  to  pay  some  price  for  the  bones,  though 
I  don't  recollect  that  .he  mentioned  any  thing  about  it. 
About  the  same  time  the  application  Avas  made  to  me  for 
bones,  as  above,  I  saw  Francis  Munret,  who  was  in  the 
employ  of  Henry  Adair,  arrested  by  an  officer,  for  buying 
bones  in  the  market.  I  was  present  in  the  market,  and 
saw  Joseph  Gilbertson,  also  in  tbe  employ  of  Henry  Adair, 
arrested  for  buying  bones.  The  offal  from  slaughter- 
houses, if  removed  fresh,  with  proper  diligence,  could  be 
done  without  proving  offensive,  or  being  a  nuisance,  but  if 
allowed  to  remain  on  the  premises  over  evening,  in  warm 
weather,  it  1)ecomes  offensive. 

CHARLES    COOPER. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  0th  \ 
day  of  July,  1853.  S 

F.   R.  TiLLOUJ  Recorder. 
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No.  183. 
City  and  County  of  .Yew  York,  s.v /--William   II.  Mc- 
Creery,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: 
I  reside  in  the  city,  corner  of  Eleventh  avenue  and  Thir- 
ty-sixth street.     I  am  a  butcher;   my  place  of  business  is 
Eiglith  avenue,,ncar  Twenty-sixth  street.     Where  I  kill  is 
at  a  slaughtcr-hou.se  on  Tenth  avenue,  near  Thirty-sixth 
street.     I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  offal  down  to 
the  foot  ol  Fortieth  street,  North  river,  during  the  sum- 
mer season,  for  the  two  past  years,  at  that  point,  and  at 
the  foot  of  Forty-third  street,  North  river,  where  a  re- 
ceiving boat,  part  of  the  time,  lay.     During   the  winter 
season   generally,  persons   would  come  to  the  slaughter- 
house and  take  away  the  offal,  and  sometimes  in  the  sum- 
mer season  the  offal  would  be  so  taken  away.     Offal  went 
from  this   slaughter-house  in  the   summer   season   pretty 
much  every  afternoon,  except  Sundays;   it  was  sometimes 
taken  by  a  boy,  and  sometimes  I  tooU  it  myself;  the  offal 
consisted  of  the  blood  of  tlic  animals  and  the  intestines; 
the  blood  was  taken  in  one  barrel  and  the  intestines   in 
another;    the  blood  was  always  thrown  overboard;   they 
refused  to  take  it  on  board   the  boat;    the  intestines  were 
sometimes  refused,  and  that  was  likewise   thrown   over- 
board.    During   the  whole  of  this  time  1  never  saw  this 
boat  go  away  from  the   places  where  it  was  fastened  for 
the  reception  of  this  offal,  nor  have  I  ever  seen  any  steam- 
lioat  or  other  boat  come  to  this  boat  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  the  offal  deposited  there.     T  have  no  knowledge 
that  any  of  the  offal  has  ever  Ijceu  removed  from  the  boat, 
nor  do  1  know  what  disposition  was  made  of  it,  not  having 
seen  any  means  for  removing  it  from  that  boat,  1  came  to 
the  conclusion,  in  my  own  mind,  that  it  was  thrown  over- 
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board  at  night.  The  boat  was  in  charge  of  a  Dutchman, 
whose  name  I  don't  know.  There  are  from  twelve  to  fif- 
teen slaughter-houses  in  that  neighborhood. 

WILLIAM  H.  McCREERY. 

Sworn  before  me.  this  loth  j* 
day  of  June.  1853.  S 

F.  R.  Til  LOU,  Recorder. 


No.  184. 

City  and  County  of  Js'ew  York,  ss: — E.  Harrison  Reed, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
at  No.  415  Tenth  avenue:  I  am  a  butcher:  my  slaughter- 
house is  on  the  rear  of  my  lot  above.  I  was  always  in 
the  habit,  since  I  have  been  engaged  in  business,  of  having 
the  blood  and  offal  from  my  slaughter-house  dumped  into 
the  river,  at  the  place  or  places  designated  by  the  Corpo- 
ration, until  meeting  Mr.  Reynolds  last  summer  or  fall,  1 
told  liim  I  understood  it  was  his  duty  to  remove  the  offal, 
(fee,  from  slaughter-houses,  and  requested  him  to  have  mine 
attended  to;  he  promised  to  do  so,  and  for  some  months  it 
was  removed  by  his  carts.  He  has  ceased  sending  for  it 
for  three  or  four  months.  It  is  now  removed  by  my  boys 
every  afternoon,  and  taken,  as  they  inform  me,  to  the  foot 
of  Thirty-ninth  or  Fortieth  street,  wherever  the  boat  lays, 
and  the  boat  being  sunk,  they  arc  compelled  to  empty  it 
into  the  dock.  One  of  the  boys  is  still  with  me;  his  name 
is  George  Howard. 

E.  HARRISON    REED. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  2l8t ) 

day  of  June,  1853.  S 

-  R.  F.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
32 
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No.  18o. 

LUy  and  County  of  .Yew  York,  s$: — Thomas  E.  Broad- 
way, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  savs  as  follows: — I 
reside  in  this  city,  No.  290  Hudson  street:  I  am  a  batcher: 
have  a  stall.  No,  1  Clinton  market,  which  I  have  occupied 
for  twentv-four  years.  Before  the  contract  with  William 
B.  Reynolds  with  the  city,  for  removing  offal,  ice,  was 
made,  the  butchers  used  to  remove  it  tLemselves.  which 
was  done  regularly  every  night,  and  the  slaughter-houses 
cleaned:  such  was  my  practice  at  least,  and  I  believe  it 
was  the  practice  generally;  if  the  offal  remains  over  night 
it  becomes  very  offensive  by  morning;  since  the  Corpora- 
tion have  undertaken  its  removal  the  carts  are  very  neg- 
ligent in  calling  for  it,  and  I  have  been  compelled,  in  self- 
defence,  to  have   it  carted   myself,  and   dumped   in  the 

dock. 

THOMAS  E.  BROADWAY. 

Sworn  before  me.  this  16th  ) 
day  of  June,  18.53.  C 

F.  R.  TiLLor.  Recorder. 


No.  186. 


City  and  County  of  JVVic  York,  ss: — Lsaac  Valentine, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows:  I  reside 
No.  405  First  avenue:  I  am  a  butcher;  my  stall  is  No.  17 
Clinton  market:  my  slaughter-house  is  in  Twenty-fourth 
street,  between  First  avenue  and  Avenue  A;  a  boy  comes 
for  the  offal  at  my  slaughter-house  every  night,  and  the 
blood  is  taken  by  Mr.  Cooper,  who  takes  it  to  a  sugar  re- 
finery;  my  offala  are  never  taken  from  ray  place  by  the 
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carts  of  the  Gorporation.  or  of  Mr.  Reyuolds:  nor  have  they 
ever  cilled  or  applied  for  them:  the  oftals  are  taken  up 
town.  I  believe,  to  fat  hogs:  if  I  depended  upon  the  Cor- 
poration carts  to  take  the  offal  no  person  would  be  able 
to  live  in  the  neighborhood;  it  should  be  removed  every 
nicfht.  or  thev  become  verv  ofiensive. 


ISAAC  VALENTINE. 


jworn  before,  me,  this  17th  [ 
dav  of  June.  1853.  i 


F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  187. 

City  and  County  of  .Vcic  York.  ss. — Roger  Clancy, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside 
on  Fifty-eighth  street,  between  Sixth  and  Seventh  avenues, 
I  am  not  at  present  engaged  in  any  particular  business:  in 
1852,  from  first  July  about,  until  first  May,  1853,  I  was 
Health  Inspector  of  the  Nineteenth  Ward;  I  received  my 
appointment  from  the  Board  of  Health:  during  that  period 
I  saw,  within  my  district,  lying  in  open  lots  and  in  the 
streets  at  diflferent  times,  about  five  or  ten  dead  horses, 
and  over  a  hundred  dead  hogs  and  pigs:  upon  discover- 
ing these  dead  animals,  I  made  a  complaint  to  the  City 
Inspector,  Dr.  White:  this  was  in  August,  September  and 
October,  1852;  he  told  me  he  would  not  recognize  me,  and 
would  not  receive  my  complaint:  finding  he  would  give  no 
attention  to  the  removal  of  those  dead  animals,  and  the 
persons  in  the  neighborhood  where  they  lay,  complaining  to 
me  about  it,  because  they  were  ofiTensive,  I  took  them  away 
and  had  them  buried  on  vacant  ground,  distant  from  any 
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dwcllinj?s,  at  my  owu  expense,  aud  which  has  not#>eeu  re- 
imbursed to  me,  it  amountiDg  to  nearly  one  hundred  dol- 
lars; I  have  seen  dead  animals  lying  about,  of  which  1 
have  complained  at  the  Station  house;  and  after  the  com- 
plaint, tkey  would  be  allowed  to  remain  for  two  or  three 
days  before  they  would  be  removed. 

IIOGER  CLANCY. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  28th  [ 
day  of  June,  1853.  ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOL.  ficcorder. 


No.  188. 


City  and  County  of  J\'civ  York;  ss — ;  Oscar  W.  Stur- 
TEVANT,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — 1 
was  Alderman  of  the  Third  ward,  from  first  January, 
1851,  to  first  January,  1854;  I  was  Assistant  Alderman  of 
said  ward  from  May,  1849,  to  first  of  June,  1851;  whilst  I 
was  Assistant  Alderman  in  1850, 1  was  appointed  as  Chair, 
man  of  a  Special  Committee,  to  investigate  and  report,  as 
to  the  propriety  of  recommending  an  ordinance  to  pro- 
hibit the  business  of  bone  boiling  and  horse-skinning  ou 
this  island.  We  did  investigate  it,  and  such  an  ordinance 
was  subsequently  i>assed;  I  then  became  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen  in  1851,  and  was  again  elected  for 
1852  and  1853;  I  think  it  was  in  the  early  part  of  1852, 
that  a  Committee  of  the  lioard  of  Aldermen,  of  which  J 
was  a  member,  had  in  charge  the  (juestion  of  awarding  the 
contract  for  the  removal  of  the  offal,  dead  animals,  &.C., 
from  the  city.  That  Committee  iiad  several  meetings,  be- 
fore,  which,  1  think    Mi'.    Menck.  Mr.   Green    and   many 
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others  appeared,  but  that  no  distinct  propositions  for  said 
work  was  made  by  either  of  said  individuals;  but  that  a 
good  deal  of  conversation  was  had  between  the  Committee 
and  those  persons;  from  which  it  appeared  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  there  was  no  settled  course  of  action,  and  no 
sufficiently  definite  knowledge  of  the  business  on  the  part 
of  those  persons,  and  the  Committee  was  satisfied  that 
they  were  not  sincere  in  their  statements;  but  I  am  not 
aware  that  any  promise  was  given  to  any  persons  that 
they  should  he  licard  Ijefore  the  Committee,  or  that  the 
Committee  Avould  meet  again  after  its  last  meeting,  when 
the  investigation  was  closed.  The  Committee  deemed  the 
investigation  and  its  determination  thereon  to  be  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  should  be  closed  as  speedily  as 
the  public  interests  would  ^\  arrant;  and  thereupon  it  was- 
closed,  and  its  determination  reported  to  the  Board, 
I  was  not  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  and  did  not  pre- 
pare the  report  or  present  the  same,  and  my  impressions 
are  that  the  report  was  not  presented  to  the  Board  the 
same  day  the  Committee  closed  its  labors. 

So  far  as  it  relates  to  the  sale  of  the  Fort  Gansevoort  prop- 
erty, the  only  thing  I  had  to  do  with  it  was,  that  I  oflered  a 
resolution  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  authorizing  the  sale  of 
that  property  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to 
D.  Randolph  Martin,  which  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  who,  after  some  delay,  reported  in 
favor  of  the  same;  which  Avas  afterward  amended  in  the 
said  Board,  authorizing  the  sale  of  that  property  to  Mr. 
Martin  or  other  applicants.  Except  that  I  have  had 
neither  part  nor  lot  in  that  transaction,  and  liad  no  interest 
in  it  directly  or  indirectly.  I  had  no  part  in  the  transac- 
tions before  the  Commissioners  in  rejtard  to  the  sale  of 
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that  property,  and  no  iuiorcst  in  it  directly  or  indirectly; 
1  had  nothing-  to  do  with  it  whatever. 

In  relation  to  the  grantof  the  ferry  to  John  J.  Hicks,  from 
Catharine  street  to  Williamsburgh,  I  had  no  knowledge  or 
connection,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  that  grant,  or  of  any 
proceedings  in  relation  to  it  until  the  report  came  into  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  the  action  thereupon,  except  voting  upon 
the  report.  Except  the  above,  I  had  neither  part  nor  lot  in 
the  transaction,  and  1  had  no  interest  in  it,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly. As  regards  all  other  ferries  passed  during  my  ollicial 
service,  1  had  neither  part  nor  lot  in  any  proceedings  in  re- 
lation thereto,  except  only  voting  on  the  reports  when  they 
came  in;  and  I  had  no  interest  directly  or  indirectly  in  any 
of  those  grants,  in  regard  to  the  various  railroad  grants 
made  by  the  Common  Council,  from  time  to  time,  in  this 
city,  I  have  never  had,  and  have  not  now,  in  any  or  cither 
of  them  any  interest  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly.  In 
all  the  votes  that  I  have  given  for  railroads  since  1  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Common  Council,  have  been  given 
from  a  sincere  conviction  and  Ijclief  that  they  were  intend- 
ed, and  would  be,  for  the  public  benefit.  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge, directly  or  indirectly,  of  any  of  the  members  of  the 
Common  Council  having  received,  directly,  or  indirectly, 
any  money,  promise,  or  thing  Avhatevcr,  to  inllncnce  his 
vote  upon  the  subject  of  any  grant  or  proceeding  l>eforc 
the  Common  Council  during  my  term  of  service. 


OSCAR  W.  STURTEVANT. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  fith  ) 
day  of  January,  18r)4.    $ 


V.  H.  TiLLOu,  Recorder. 
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No.  29- 

City    and   County    of    JVew    York,   ss: — Gasper  GOLD- 
STEIN, a  German,  who  doesuot  understand  English,  being 
duly  sworn,  through  an  interpreter,  viz:  John  W.  Herbst, 
who  was  first  dulyj^worn  truly  to  interpret  the  German 
into  English,  and  the  English  into  German,  of  the  ques- 
tions put  to,  and  the  testimony  of  the  witness,  says:  I  re- 
side in  Forty-sixth  street,  next  to  the  Ninth  avenue,  and 
have  resided  there  two  years;  I  have  been  seven  years  in 
the  country:  I  know  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  also  Mr.  Riddle; 
I  worked  for  them;  Reynolds  had  a  boat  lying  at  the  foot 
of  Fortieth  street,  of  which  I  had  charge,  it  was  for  re- 
ceiving tlie  ofial  which  was  brought  there  by  the  butchers, 
and  the  jblood  which  was  brought  there  was    thrown  in 
the  river  at  the  dock;  the  offal  was  never  thrown  into  the 
river,  but  was  put  in  large  boxes  onboard  of  the  boat;  the 
contents  of  the  boat  was  taken  away  by  a  steamboat  to  an 
island   where   there  was  a  factory;  the  steamboat  came 
every  day  to   take  the  offal  away,  and  was  governed  by 
the  tide  in  its  time  of  coming;  the  boat  has  been  su»k,  and 
now  lies  sunk,  and  has  been  so  for  the  last  three  weeks,  it 
was  sunk  before,  and  remained  so  two  days,  about  three 
months  ago:  there  is  no  boat  to  supply  the  place    now,  of 
the  one  that  has  been  sunken  for  three  weeks;  the  offal  is 
now  brought  by  wagons,  and  is  then  put  immediately  on 
board  the  steamer;  when  the  steamer  is  not  there  the  offal 
is  left  in  the  boxes  on  the  dock  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
steamer;  I  have  known  the  boxes  to  stand  there  five  or  six 
Hours,  waiting  for   the  steamer;  I  have   never  seen  offal 
thrown  in  the  river  instead  of  being  put  on  the  boat;  I  take 
charge  of  the  boat  at  4,  5  and  6  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  remain  there  all  day,  and  leave  at  10  or  11  o'clock  at 


Doc.  No.  55.)  1672 

night;  at  12  o'clock  J  go  to  dinner,  and  am  away  Iroin  one 
half  to  three  (juai-tcrs  ol"  an  hour;  I  go  soniotinies  to  a  store 
wiieu  it  is  very  warm,  but  in  ^^ight  of  the  boat;  1  am  paid 
six  dollars  a  week  wages,  by  Mr.  White;  my  wages  are 
brought  to  me  every  Saturday  by  a  driver,  by  the  name 
of  Bower;  I  su|)poso  he  gets  the  money  from  Mr.  "White: 
Mr.  White  is  a  small  man,  aljout  fdl'ty  years  of  age;  no 
dead  animals  are  brought  on  this  boat;  Mr.  Riddle  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  the  boat  sometimes  two 
and  sometimes  three  times  a  week,  and  would  stay  from 
half  an  hour  to  an  hour,  he  would  be  writing  something; 
he  don't  come  there  now,  and  has  Jiot  been  there  for  the 
last  two  months;  an  insj)ector  comes  there  every  day  and 
remains  from  a  quarter  to  half  an  hour;  he  commenced 
coming  there  about  six  weeks  ago;  after  Riddle  ceased  to 
come  there  it  was  three  or  four  weeks  before  the  In- 
spector began  to  come. 

(Nruni^  writtf'u  in  (Ifrinan.) 

Sworn  before  me,  this  lOth  } 
day  of  June,  ISiV].  f 

#  F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


lONE  UOILERS    AFFIDAVITS. 

No.  I'.^O. 

Citi/  and  County  of  .lYcw  York,  sr. — Samuel  Garrison, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
No.  254  Forty-fifth  street;  T  am  engaged  in  no  business  at 
present;  I  was  formerly  engaged  in  the  bone-boiling  busi- 
ness in  Forty-sixth  street,  between  Tenth  and  Eleventh 
avenues;  1  was  an  applicant  to  tlie  Common  Council  for 
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the  contract  to  remove  animals,  bones  and  offal  from  the 
city,  before  the  contract  was  given  to  William  B.  Rey- 
nolds; my  petition  was  presented  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, and  I  proposed  to  remove  it  from  the  city  free  of 
charge,  provided  the  articles  would  be  delivered  on  board 
boats;  my  application  was  made  in  perfect  good  faith,  and 
I  had  perfect  abilitr  to  perform  the  service,  and  offered  to 
give  good  security;  after  my  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Aldermen,  I  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Commit- 
'tee  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  consisting  of  Alder- 
man Sturtevant,  Alderman  Oakley  and  another  gentle- 
man; I  had  no  opportunity  to  make  any  statement  before 
that  Committee,  who  were  occupied  hearing  Mr-  Green, 
and  some  others,  and  suddenly  adjourned;  I  attended  there 
without  any  written  notice,  having  heard  the  subject  was 
coming  before  them;  while  I  was  there  I  was  well  known 
to  Alderman  Sturtevant,  who  knew  the  business  in  which 
I  was  engaged,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  knew  the  object  of 
my  coming  there,  but  gave  me  no  opportunity  of  being 
heard.     The  witness  has  a  sore  hand,  and  is  in  consequence 

unable  to  sign  his  name. 

his 

SAMUEL  X  GARRISON. 

liiark. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  15th  } 
day  of  June,  1853.  f 

F.  R,  TiLLou,  Recorder. 


No.  191. 

City  and  County  of  Mew  York,  ss: — Alexander  Horn- 
by, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I 
reside  No.  241  Ninth  avenue;  I  have  been  engaged  in  the 
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bone  lousiness,  and  my  father  was  largely  engaged  in  it. 
and  made  a  great  deal  of  money  out  of  it;  without  com- 
])Ctition  it  would  be  a  very  prolitable  business;  buttons 
arc  made  from  tho  best  of  the  bones;  animal  black  is 
made  of  bones,  of  an  inferior  quality,  and  the  refuse  bones 
are  ground  up  for  manure;  the  bones  of  an  ordinary  ox 
or  cow,  after  taking  out  for  buttons  and  animal  black, 
would  yield  about  five  bushels  of  ground  bones,  which  is 
worth  from  thirty  to  forty-five  cents  per  bushel:  the  ex-' 
l)ense  of  grinding  would  not  exceed  one  shilling  a  bushel. 
The  net  profit  of  the  bones  of  an  ox  or  cow,  after  deduct- 
ing the  expenses,  would  be  about  one  dollar  and  seventy- 
five  cents;  the  value  of  the  hide  of  a  horse  is  about  one 
dollar;  of  a  cow  or  ox  about  two  dollars;  the  fat  of  either 
of  these  animals  would  average  twenty  pounds,  and  is 
worth  from  six  to  six  and  a  lialf  cents  a  pound,  as  I  be- 
lieve; tlic  blood  is  used  l)y  sugar  refiners,  and  is  valuable 
to  them. 

Q.  If  a  person  had  the  exclusive  right  of  taking  all  the 
dead  animals,  offal  and  blood  in  this  city,  to  be  transport- 
ed at  his  own  expense,  but  without  paying  for  the  same, 
would  it  be  a  profitable  business  ? 

J2.  1  cannot  say;  but  if  you  will   include  in  it  all  the 

bones  made  by  the  butchers,  in  cutting  up  their  meat,  it 

would  be  very  praii table,  and  a  fortune  could  be  made  in 

a  very  few  years. 

ALEX.  HORNBY. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  24th  | 
day  of  June.  1853.  j 

F.  R.  TfLLOU.  Rccoi-(kr. 
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No.  192. 
City  and  County  of  JYew  ^ork,  5.? .'—Francis  Munret, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  237  Marshall  street,  Brooklyn:  I  am  engaged  in  the 
business  of  purchasing  and  selling  bones.  About  the 
month  of  April,  1852,  whilst  I  was  in  the  store  of  Abra- 
ham A.  Leggett,  under  Fulton  market;  Mr.  Riddle  tapped 
me  on  the  shoulder,  and  said  he  would  like  to  see  me  for  a 
few  moments;  I  walked  out  with  hira  to  the  sidewalk;  an 
ofl&cer  then  came  up  and  asked  me  if  my  name  was  Francis 
Munret;  I  told  him  it  was;  he  then  said  he  wished  nic  to 
go  with  him;  I  asked  him  for  what?  he  replied,  for  buying 
bones  without  a  license;  he  allowed  me  to  give  bail  for 
my  appearance  at  the  Court  No.  5,  Duane  street,  and, 
after  taking  a  dollar  from  me,  for  his  fees,  permitted  mc 
to  go.  Joseph  Gilbertson,  a  man  in  my  employment,  was 
arrested,  in  about  twenty  minutes  afterward,  by  the  same 
officer,  and  upon  the  same  charge;  he  was  taken  to  the 
Eldridge  street  prison,  I  think  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  was  detained  there  until  about  three  or  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  when  I  procured  bail 
for  him,  and  he  was  suffered  to  depart;  t  saw  Mr.  Adair, 
who  became  Mr.  Gilbertson's  bail,  pay  fees  there  for  him 
as  also  for  another  man,  who  was  in  prison  for  the  same 
charge,  as  I  understood,  and  who  was  also  bailed  by  Mr. 
Adair.  Proceedings  were  had  in  my  case,  before  the  jus- 
tice of  the  conrt;  I  don't  remember  his  name,  which  re- 
sulted in  my  acquittal,  as  I  understood.  I  have  continued 
ever  since  buying  bones,  and  have  not  been  molested  there- 
for; I  am  paying,  at  the  present  time,  ten  cents  for  bul- 
lock's skulls,  seven  cents  a  piece  for  short  legs  and  shins 
of  beef  bones;  small  bones,  about  thirty  cents  a  basket; 
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sheep's  heads,  about  half  a  cent  a-piece;  bones  have  varied 
in  price,  from  the  tinic  I  was  arrested  to  the  present  time; 
I  should  think  tlicy  arc  abou^tweuty-iivc  per  cent,  higher 
now  than  then. 

FRANCIS  X  MUNRET. 

mark. 

Sworn,  before  me,  this  titli 
day  of  July,  1858. 

F.   R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  193. 


City  and  County  of  JYew  York,  ss: — Henry  Adair, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says: — I  reside  No.  248 
Marshall  street,  Brooklyn;  for  twenty-five  years  I  was  en- 
gaged in  the  bone-boiling  business,  seventeen  years  of 
which  n)y' business  was  near  the  Navy  Yard,  Brooklyn, 
until  February  last,  when  I  sold  out:  from  my  knowledge 
of  the  value  of  the  carcasses  of  dead  animals,  and  the  city 
of  New  York,  I  would  be  willing  to  take  a  contract  for 
removing  all  the  dead  animals,  bones,  garbage  from  hotels, 
blood  and  ofl'al,  and  soap-boilers'  nuisances  from  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  remove  them  so  that  no  complaint 
would  be  made  against  it  as  a  nuisance,  without  any  charge 
to  the  city  therefor,  and  give  security  in  the  amount  of  one 
iiundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  peribrmauce 
of  the  contract:  the  carcass  of  a  dead  cow,  delivered  at 
the  river,  on  either  side  of  the  city,  would  be  worth  three 
dollars;  the  carcass  of  a  horse  would  lie  worth  a  dollar 
and  a  half;  the  carcasses  of  dead  hogs  would  be  worth 
fifty  cents  a  hundred  weight;  butchers'  otial  would  be 
wortii  the  cost  of  rpmo\al:  butchers'  blood   is   valuable. 
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but  1  cannot  at  this  time  state  what  it  is  worth;  the  prices 
I  have  named  above  are  prices  I  would  have  given  at  the 
time  I  was  in  business.  The  bones  of  animals  arc  very 
valuable  for  a  variety  of  purposes. 

HENRY  ADAIH. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  5th  | 
day  of  June,  1853.  f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU.  Recoi-dcr. 


No.  194. 


City  and  County  of  JVeiv  York,  ss: — Robert  B.  Cole- 
man, being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows,  I 
am  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Astor  House;  the  garbage 
from  our  establishment  is  taken,  away  twice  a  day  by  Wil- 
liam B.  Reynolds  or  his  order,  for  which  he  pays  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars  a  year  in  cash,  and  furnishes  all ' 
the  manure  I  require  for  my  farm,  which  he  delivers  at  my 
wharf  at  Flatlands,  L.  1.  My  farm  is  fifty  acres,  and  is 
kept  well  manured:  this  arrangement  commenced  in  April 
last,  and  now  continues.  Previous  to  that  time,  and  back 
to  October  last,  he  supplied  me  with  the  manure  as  above, 
without  any  cash  for  our  garbage,  by  which  I  mean  the 
swill  of  the  establishment;  we  pay  for  carrying  the  ashes 
and  other  rubbish  away,  which  is  done  about  twice  a  week 
by  some  person  employed  by  Thomas  Sweeny,  our  foreman, 
at  our  expense;  I  don't  remember  what  it  costs. 

R.  B.  COLEMAN. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  oOth  ) 

day  of  June,  1853.  )  • 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  195. 

City  and  Countij  <f  JVew  York,  ss: — .John  P.  Tread- 
well,  being  duly  swoiu,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — 
I  am  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel,  in 
this  city;  the  garbage  or  swill  of  our  establishment  is 
taken  away  by  a  man,  whose  name  I  don't  recollect,  twice 
a  day,  at  a  mere  nominal  sum,  that  is,  seventy-five  dollars 
for  six  months;  Ave  have  been  offered  six  hundred  dollars 
a  year  for  it;  the  ashes  are  taken  away  daily,  at  an  expense 
to  us  of  from  four  to  seven  dollars  a  week.  No  appli- 
cation has  been  made  to  us  by  Mr.  Reynolds  or  the  city 
authorities,  for  the  swill  or  garbage,  to  ray  knowledge. 


JOHN  P.  TREADWELL. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  1st  i 
day  of  July,  1^53.  f 


F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  10«3. 


City  and  County  of  jYciv  Yor/c,  ss: — Lorenzo  Del- 
MONico,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: 
I  reside  No.  2.5  Broadway;  I  am  the  proprietor  of  a  hotel 
at  the  above  number,  and  another  hotel,  corner  of  South 
William  street  and  Beaver  street;  the  swill  and  garbage 
of  the  establishment  No.  *Jo  Broadway,  is  taken  away  by 
a  man  who  pays  about  fifty  dollars  a  year  for  it,  and  he 
also  removes  the  ashes  from  the  i)lace  without  any  charge; 
the  swill  and  garl)age  from  the  hotel,  corner  South 
William  street  and  Beaver  street,  is  taken  away  by  a  man 
by  the  naAe  of  Bouchan,  for  which  I  receive  one  hundred 
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dollars  a  year.  The  ashes  and  rubbish  are  removed  by 
the  city  authorities  from  this  place.  Mr.  Reynolds  never 
applied  to  either  of  the  above  establishments  to  remove 
the  garbage  or  swill,  that  I  know  of. 

L.  DELMONICO. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  1st ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  \ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  197. 


City  and  County  of  JYew   York,ss: — John  B.  Monnot, 

being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:     1  am  the 

proprietor  of  the  New  York  Hotel,  and  have  been  so  since 

1844,  except  about  eight  months,  when  I  was  absent;  the 

garbage  and  swill  is  taken  from  my  hotel,  under  a  private 

arrangement  with  a  man  who  pays  me  for  it  about  one 

hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year;  it  may  be  more;  and  he 

is  under  an  engagement  to  take  away  all  the  ashes  and 

rubbish  of  the  hotel,  without  any  charge.     If  he  were  not 

obliged  to  take  the  ashes  and  rubbish  away  for  nothing, 

I  would  receive   at  least  four  hundred  dollars    for  the 

swill  and  garbage.     I  never  have  been  applied  to  by  Mr. 

Reynolds,  or  any  of  the  city  authorities,  for  the  garbage 

or  swill. 

J.  B.  MONNOT. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  1st  / 
day  of  July,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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No.  19«. 

City  and  Count  1/  of  JS\yi  York,  .v.v;— SaMuel  L.  White, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  am  clerk 
in  the  Clarendon  Hotel;  Oliver  C.  Putnam  is  the  proprie- 
tor; the  swill  and  garbage  of  this  establishment  is  carried 
away  by  a  man  who  pays  for  it  fifty  dollars  a  year,  and  in 
addition,  he  takes  away  all  the  sweepings,  dirt  and  ashes 
of  the  establishment.  1  don't  remember  the  name  of  the 
man;  he  uses  the  swill,  as  I  understand,  to  feed  hogs.  Mr. 
Reynolds  has  never  applied  to  us  to  remove  the  swill  or 
garl)agc. 

S.  L.  WiilTK. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  1st  ^ 
day  of  July.  1 853.  S 

F.  H.TiLLUL',  Recorder. 


No.  V.V,). 


City  and  County  of  J\'hr  York,  .v.v;— II  EN  it  v  K.  CJuM- 
Mixos,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I 
reside  at  Pearl  Street  House,  and  am  one  of  the  proprie- 
tor.-^; the  swill  and  garbage,  from  our  house,  is  taken  away 
by  private  arrangement,  with  a  man  whose  name  I  don't 
recollect,  and  he  pays  us  about  seventy-five  dollars  a  year 
for  it;  the  ashes  are  taken  away  at  our  expense;  the  carts, 
which  come  round  to  take  up  dirt,  refuse  to  take  the  ashes, 
without  comitonsation;  we  have  never  been  applied  to  by 
any  of  the  persons  employed  by  the  Corporation,  for  our 
garbage,  or  swill,  or  ashe.-^.  Yesterday  morning,  I  dis- 
covered :i  dead  cat  lying  in  the  gutter,  nearly  opposite  our 
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house;  it  must  have  laid  tnere,  to  all  appearances,  for  two 
or  three  days,  as  it  was  putrid,  and  very  offensive;  we 
caused  it  to  be  removed. 

HENRY  K.  CUMMINGS. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  1st ) 
day  of  July,  1853.         j 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  200. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — James  Buchan, 
being  duly  afi&rmed,  says  as  follows:  I  reside  in  Westches- 
ter; I  am  a  soap-boiler;  my  business  is  conducted  No.  186 
and  No.  188  Elizabeth  street,  in  this  city;  in  the  soap- 
boiling  business,  there  is  nothing  considered  as  a  nuisance 
taken  away,  and  the  only  articles  taken  away,  are  spent 
ashes,  which  we  sell  to  farmers,  and  there  is  no  odor  aris- 
ing from  them.  The  grease,  coming  from  animals  of  the 
city,  is  worth,  at  the  present  market  value,  from  seven  to 
eight  dollars  per  hundred  pounds;  no  application  has  ever 
been  made,  at  my  establishment,  by  the  contractor  for  re- 
moving offal,  &c.,  or  by  any  other  person,  for  any  articles 
denominated  a  nuisance,  or  for  any  thing  else. 

JAMES  BUCHAN. 

Afl&rmed  before  me,  this  28th  ) 
day  of  June,  1853.  S 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  201. 


City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — John  D.  Lee,  being 
duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:     I  reside  No. 
34 
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No.  207. 
City  and  County  of  JVeio  York,  ss: — Alfred  "W.  "White, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  The  an- 
nexed papers,  marked  as  Exhibits  A,  B,  C  and  D,  are  cor- 
rect copies  of  papers  in  suits  now  pending  in  the  respec- 
tive courts  in  which  they  are  entitled,  and  wliich  I  now 
produce  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  sworn  statements 
made  by  the  respective  parties  who  have  sworn  to  them. 

A.  W.  WHITE. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  27th  ) 
day  of  January,  1854.      ) 

F.  R.  TiLLou,  Recorder. 

EXHIBIT   A, 

(Referred  to  in  the  proceeding  deposition.) 

SUPREME  COURT — QUEENS  COUNTY. 


William  L.  Baxter, 
vs. 
JonN  Brady,  Wm.  C.  Lent, 
James  D.  Morgan,  Heman, 
W.  Childs  and  Alfred  W. 
White. 


The  answer  of  the  defendants,  John  Brady,  William  C. 
Lent  and  James  D.  Morgan,  to  the  complaint  in  this 
cause,  respectfully  shows,  that  they  admit  that  articles  of 
copartnership  were  entered  into  by  the  said  plaintifl',  Wil- 
liam L.  Baxter  and  these  defendants,  at  the  date  and  of  ihc 
tenor  set  forth  in  the  said  complaint,  and  they  admit  that 
the  said  articles  were  executed  only  by  the  plaintiff  and 
this  defendant,  James  D.  Morgan,  and  that  they  were  read 
over  to,  and  approved  by,  and  have  been  acted  upon  by 
these  defendants;  but  these  defendants,  answering  to  ihc 
best  of  their  knowledge,  information  and  belief,  deny  that 
the  said  Heman  W.  Childs  and  Alfred  W.  White  became 
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partners  in  the  said  firm,  or  that  the  said  articles  -were 
acted  on  by  them  as  partners;  but  they  state  the  fact  to 
be,  that  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  was  loaned  to 
these  defendants  by  the  said  Hcman  W.  Childs,  and  the 
same  amount  by  the  said  Afred  W.  White;  and  that  it 
■was  expressly  understood  that  the  said  sum  was  to  be  held 
as  a  loan,  and  not  an  investment  in  the  firm. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  admit  that  the 
said  articles  contain  the  terms  upon  which  the  said  co- 
partnership was  organized;  and  they  say  that  so  far  as 
respects  these  defendants,  the  said  terms  have  been  strictly 
adhered  to,  although  they  have  been  violated  in  numerous 
particulars  by  the  said  plaintiff,  as  hereinafter  stated. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  admit  that  the 
business  of  the  said  copartnership  commenced  soon  after 
the  execution  of  the  said  articles,  under  the  name,  style 
and  firm  set  forth  in  the  said  complaint;  but  they  deny,  on 
information  and  belief,  that  the  said  defendants,  Heman 
W.  Childs  and  Alfred  W.  White,  have  acted  or  appeared 
in  its  management  and  prosecution. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  admit  that  the 
business  of  the  said  firm  was  of  the  general  character  set 
forth  in  the  said  complaint,  and  has  been  conducted  on 
Eaton's  Island,  an  island  situated  as  stated  in  the  said 
complaint;  but  they  deny  that  the  said  island  is  the  prop- 
erty of  the  said  plaintiff;  but  on  the  contrary,  say  that 
it  was  purchased  exclusively  with  the  money  furnished  by 
the  defendant,  James  D.  Morgan,  on  joint  account,  and 
was  brought  as  partnership  property,  and  that  the  deed 
was  made  to  the  said  plaintiff  only  because  the  former 
owner  of  the  island  preferred  conveying  to  an  individual 
rather  than  a  firm,  and  suggested  the  name  of  the  plaintiff 
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No.  204. 

City  and  County  of  JVeiv  York,  s.s: — Charles  W.  Smith, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  as  follows:  I  reside 
at  No.  24  East  Twenty-third  street;  I  am  a  manufacturer 
of  soap  and  candles:  my  business  is  carried  on  at  No.  109 
and  No.  Ill  Elizabeth  street;  there  is  no  refuse  materials 
in  my  business,  required  to  be  removed,  as  a  nuisance; 
the  refuse,  if  any,  would  be  valuable,  and  would  go  among 
the  spent  ashes,  and  be  worth  five  shillings  a  cart  load, 
consisting  of  fourteen  bushels.  No  application  has  ever 
been  made  to  me,  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  or  any  of  the  city 
authorities,  for  the  removal  of  nuisances,  from  my  estab- 
lishment: persons  in  the  employment  of  Mr.  Reynolds  are 
in  the  ha])it  of  calling,  with  a  wagon,  to  remove  blood 
and  ofifal,  from  the  slaughter-house  of  Robert  Sharp,  oppo- 
site my  establishment;  they  are  in  the  habit  of  bringing 
the  barrels  of  blood  from  the  slaughter-house  to  the  street 
and  throwing  the  liquid  part  in  the  gutter,  and  i)utting  the 
clotted  part  in  the  boxes  in  the  wagon,  which  becomes 
very  oflfcusive,  as  the  blood  has  to  run  a  considerable  dis- 
tance in  the  street,  before  it  reaches  the  sewer.  The  neigh- 
bors have  spoken  to  these  men  al>out  it,  but  they  have  con- 
tinued the  practice,  notwithstanding. 

CHAS.  W.  SMITH. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  oth  ) 
day  of  July,  1853.  [ 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  205. 

City  and  County  of  JVetv  York,  ss: — Robert  L.  Stuart, 
beini:  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside 
in  Chambers  street,  second   door   next  to  the  corner  of 
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Greenwich  street;  I  am  a  sugar  refiner;  the  bones  of  dead 
animals,  when  calcined,  are  valuable  in  my  business,  and 
are  worth  two  and  a  half  and  two  and  five-eighth  cents  a 
pound  on  the  average,  all  the  year  round;  in  the  raw 
state,  the  bones  I  think  are  worth  from  one  cent  to  one  cent 
and  a  half  per  pound;  we  consume  in  our  business  at  least 
from  twenty  thousand  to  thirty  thousand  dollars  a  year  of 
calcined  bones;  the  price  we  pay  would  fully  average  the 
rate  of  two  and  a  half  or  two  and  five-eighth  cents  a  pound. 

ROBERT  L.  STUART. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  30th  ) 
day  of  June,  1853.       f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  206. 

City  and  County  of  JVeio  York,  ss: — Peter  Moller,  be- 
ing duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  as  follows: — I  reside 
No.  27  Rutgers  place;  I  am  a  sugar  refiner;  my  place  of 
business  is  on  Water,  South  and  Montgomery  streets; 
butchers'  blood  is  generally  used  for  refining  sugar;  it  is 
worth,  when  prepared  for  use,  fifty  cents  a  barrel,  calcined 
bones  are  also  used  for  the  purpose  of  refining  sugar;  and 
we  have  paid  for  the  past  year  at  the  rate  of  two  and  three 
quarter  cents  a  pound;  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the 
quantity  of  calcined  bones  an  ox  would  produce;  but  am 
informed  by  those  familiar  with  the  business,  that  an  ox 
would  produce  about  one  hundred  pounds,  which  I  believe 

to  be  correct. 

PETER  MOLLER. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  8th  ) 
dayof  July,  1853.        j 

R.  E.  TiLLou,  Recorder. 
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34  Vesey  street;  I  am  a  tallow  chandler;  my  business 
is  conducted  on  Thirty-third  street,  between  Tenth  and 
Eleventh  avenues:  there  is  nothing  in  my  business  which 
could  be  considered  a  nuisance  required  to  be  removed; 
the  only  articles  taken  away  are  spent  ashes,  used  by 
farmers  for  manure;  no  application  has  ever  been  made, 
by  the  contractor  for  rcmovin,^  nuisances,  <Src.,  at  my 
establishment,  to  remove  any  thing  there;  soap-boiling  if 
properly  conducted,  could  not  be  a  nuisance  requiring  the 
public  authorities  to  interfere,  and  cause  to  be  removed 
any  articles  resulting  from  the  business. 


JOHN  D.  LEE. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  29th  ) 
day  of  June,  1853.         j 


F.  K.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  202. 


City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — David  S.  Brown, 
being  duly  aflirmcd,  says:  I  reside  No.  22  Chrystie  street; 
I  am  a  soap  and  can<llc  manufacturer;  my  business  is 
conducted  principally  Nos.  24  and  20  Chrystie  street; 
there  are  no  articles  in  our  business,  or  the  refuse  of  it, 
that  could  be  considered  a  nuisance,  and  nothing  is  taken 
away  as  refuse  except  the  spent  ashes,  which  are  sold  to 
farmers;  no  application  has  ever  boon  made  at  my  cstab" 
lishmcnt  by  the  contractor  for  removing  offal,  etc.,  or  by 
any  other  person,  for  articles  denominated  as  nuisances; 
the  grease  from  dead  animals'  is  worth,  at  ithe  present 
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market  value,  from  seven  to   eight  dollars  per  hundred 
pounds. 

DAYID  S.  BROWN. 

Affirmed  before  me,  this  28th  ) 
day  of  June,  1853.  ) 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 


No.  203. 

City  and  County  of  JYeio  York,  ss: — Samuel  Colgate, 
being  duly  affirmed,  says  as  follows:  I  reside  in  this  city 
No.  22  East  Twenty-third  street;  I  am  one  of  the  firm  of 
"William  Colgate  &  Co.,  soap  and  starch  manufacturers; 
our  factories  are  in  Jersey  City;  the  said  firm  has,  for  up- 
ward of  twelve  months  last  past,  been  in  the  habit  of  pur- 
chasing  of  William   B.  Reynolds,    of  the   city   of  New 
York,  bone  fat,  at  the  rate  of  from  five  to  seven  and  a  half 
cents  per  pound,  which,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  amounts 
to  from  three  to  four  thousand  dollars,  and  perhaps  more 
or  less.    I  have  been  informed,  by  said  Reynolds,  that  said 
bone  fat  is  derived  from  materials  collected  in  this  city, 
and  tried  out  on  an  island,  beyond  the  Narrows;  the  only 
stuff  or  material,  which  results  from  the  manufacture  of 
soap,  which  may  be  regarded  as  offal  stuff,  is,  when  the  fat 
is  impure,  a  certain  proportion  of  it  is  refuse,  and,  after 
some  little  time,  will  become  offensive;  there  is  no  such 
refuse  in  the  manufacture  of  starch,  and  the  refuse  is  then 
usually  removed,  and  is  used  as  a  manure  by  the  farmers. 

SAMUEL  COLGATE. 

Affirmed  before  me,  this  24th  \ 
day  of  June,  1853.  f 

F.  R.  TiLLOU,  Recorder. 
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as  the  grantee  in  the  deed  to  which  these  defendants  assent- 
ed, considering  it  wholly  iinimi)ortant  in  whose  name  the 
deed  was  taken;  that  although  the  name  of  the  said  plain- 
tiff was  thus  inserted  as  the  grantee  in  the  deed,  ho  fur- 
nished none  of  the  funds  for  the  purchase,  but  it  was  con- 
veyed to  him  for  the  benefit  of  the  firm,  and  as  partnership 
property;  and  that  it  was  further  agreed  among  the  said 
plaintiffs  and  the  other  members  of  the  firm,  that  inasmuch 
as  the  defendant,  Morgan,  had  furnished  the  whole  purchase 
money  the  said  plaintifl',  upon  receiving  the  deed  for  the 
island,  should  immediately  convey  the  same  to  the  said 
Morgan,  to  be  by  him  held  as  partnership  property  and  for 
partnership  uses,  but  with  the  understanding  that  at  the 
dissolution  of  the  said  copartnership,  if  the  said  island 
should  not  be  required  to  pay  the  creditors  of  the  concern, 
that  the  said  Morgan  might  hold  it  as  security  until  the 
amount  of  the  said  purchase  money  should  be  reimbursed 
to  him;  and  that,  annexed  to  this  answer,  marked  "  A,"'  is 
a  copy  of  the  receipt  given  by  the  said  plaintiff  to  the  said 
Morgan,  for  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money. 

And  the  defendants  further  answering,  admit  that  for 
the  purpose  of  conducting  the  said  business  a  considerable 
amount  of  personal  property  has  been  acquired,  and  some 
liabilities  incurred,  but  they  deny  that  the  said  personal 
property  is  large,  or  the  liabilities  extensive. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  deny  that  a 
large  part,  or  any  part  of  the  said  business  has  been  con- 
ducted by  the  said  defendants  without  the  knowledge  of 
the  said  plaintiff  when  there  has  been  any  opportunity  of 
informing  him  thereof,  and  consulting  with  him  in  refer- 
ence thereto,  or  when  it  has  been  known  that  he  was  de- 
sirous of  being  informed  thereof,  or  that  for  the  last  eight 
weeks,  or  at  any  other  time,  any  information   upon   the 
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affairs  of  the  firm  has  been  Tvithhcld  from  him  by  the  said 
defendants  or  cither  of  them,  when  he  has  applied  for  the 
same,  or  that  he  ever  has  applied  to  these  defendants  for 
such  information,  but  on  the  contrary  this  defendant,  Mor- 
gan, saith  that  he  has  repeatedly  sent  for  the  plaintiff 
within  the  said  period,  and  when  they  have  met  has  par- 
ticularly requested  him  to  come  to  his  office,  that  they 
might  consult  in  reference  to  the  business  of  the  concern ; 
and  these  defendants,  Brady  and  Lent,  say  that  they  have 
for  weeks  together  been  in  pursuit  of  the  said  plantiff  to 
induce  him  to  attend  to  the  said  business,  and  these  de- 
fendants further  say,  that  they  were  accustomed  to  have 
regular  meetings,  for  the  express  purpose  of  consulting  on 
the  copartnership  business  of  which  the  said  plaintiff  al- 
ways had  notice,  and  was  invited  to  attend,  but  that  the 
Baid  plaintiff  from  his  first  connection  with  these  defend- 
ants in  business  continually  neglected  the  said  business, 
and  absented  himself  for  long  periods,  where  he  could  not 
be  found  by  these  defendants,  and  during  the  said  last 
eight  weeks  mentioned  in  the  said  complaint.,  has  wilfully 
kept  aloof,  and  avoided  the  other  members  of  the  firm,  and 
that  so  far  as  the  said  plaintiff 's  allegation  from  the  truth, 
that  it  was  a  source  of  constant  complaint  on  the  part  of 
these  defendants,  that  the  said  plaintiff  so  habitually  neg- 
lected the  business  of  the  copartnership  as  to  render  its 
successful  prosecution  impossible. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  admit  that  the 
said  business  involved  the  use  of  the  steamboat  described 
in  the  said  complaint,  and  also  the  use  of  sloops  for  the 
purpose  of  communicating  with  the  island  referred  to,  and 
that  the  said  plaintiff  was  intrusted  with  the  management 
of  the  said  boat;  but  they  deny  that  there  was  any  agree- 
ment or  understanding  that  the  boat  should  occupy  his  ex- 
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every  effort  possible  was  made  to  induce  the  said  plaintiff 
to  attend  the  same,  but  that  the  said  plaintiff  has  through- 
out defeated  these  efforts,  by  keeping  aloof  from  the  other 
copartners,  spending  most  of  his  time  on  pleasure  excur- 
sions on  board  the  said  steamboat  belonging  to  the  firm, 
and  wholly  neglecting  their  business. 

And  these  defendants,  further  answering,  deny  that 
notes  have  been  given  in  the  name  of  or  on  account  of  the 
said  firm  by  any  of  the  said  defendants,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  said  plaintiff  or  of  any  other  of  the  copartners 
of  the  said  firm,  or  in  violation  of  the  copartnership 
agreement,  but  they,  on  the  contrary,  say,  that  the  said 
plaintiff  and  all  the  copartners  have  been  knowing  to  all 
the  ^notes  or  other  obligations  given  in  the  name  of  the 
firm  by  these  defendannts  or  either  of  them. 

And  this  defendant,  .Morgan,  further  answering,  denies 
that  he  has,  on  any  occasion,  refused  to  give  the  said 
plaintiff  any  information  respecting  the  affairs  of  the  said 
firm  upon  his  application  for  the  same,  or  that  he  ever 
refused  to  furnish  him  with  as  full  and  explicit  a  statement 
of  the  affairs  of  the  said  firm  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  this 
defendant  to  give. 

And  this  defendant  denies  that  he  ever  admitted  to  the 
said  plaintiff,  that  as  to  some  of  the  said  partnership  affairs 
he  had  kept  no  accounts,  or  that  as  to  those  which  had 
])een  managed  by  the  said  defendants,  Lent  <fe  Brady,  he  had 
not  been  furnished  with  any  accounts,  or  that  the  defend- 
ant Lent  bad  ever  refused  to  furnish  any  to  this  defendant, 
and  this  defendant  says  that  on  the  contrary,  this  defend- 
ant was  fully  acquainted  with  all  the  partnership  affairs, 
except  the  accounts  of  said  plaintiff  himself,  and  these 
defendants  say  that  the   said  Brady  Sc  Lent  always  ac- 
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counted  faithfully  to  the  defendant  Morgan,  the  said  Brady 
who  had  most  of  the  bills  to  pay  daily,  and  the  said  Lent 
at  frequent  intervals,  whenever  required;  and  this  defend- 
ant Morgan  further  answering  admits,  that  he  had  no  ac- 
count of  the  moneys  received  or  expended  by  the  said 
plaintiff,  and  that  it  was  a  subject  of  earnest  complaint 
with  this  defendant  that  the  said  plaintiff  did  not  furnish 
him  with  his  said  accounts,  but  that  this  defendant  and  the 
other  partners  could  never  obtain  the  same  from  him. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  admit  that 
complaints  have  been  made  by  some  persons,  of  the  busi- 
ness conducted  on  Eaton's  Island,  and  that  the  Board  of 
Health  of  the  town  of  Newtown  have  passed  a  resolution 
declaring  the  said  business  to  be  a  nuisance,  but  they  deny 
that  the  said  complaints  were  well  founded,  or  that  any 
just  cause  existed  for  the  said  resolution,  or  that  the  said 
resolution  had  any  validity,  and  they  say  that  the  validity 
of  the  said  proceeding  is  about  to  be  tested  by  a  trial  at 
law. 

And  this  defendant  Morgan  further  answering,  admits 
that  he  sent  the  note  set  forth  in  the  said  complaint  to  the 
said  plaintiff,  and  these  defendants.  Lent  &  Brady,  say  that 
the  same  was  sent  with  their  concurrence,  because  the  said 
plaintiff  was  diverting  the  said  boat  from  the  business  of 
the  said  firm,  and  was  living  on  board,  inviting  his  friends, 
sometimes  to  the  number  of  fifteen,  as  these  defendants  are 
informed  and  believe,  and  keeping  a  number  of  loose  wo- 
men and  common  prostitutes  on  board,  all  of  whom  lived 
at  the  expense  of  the  said  firm,  and  consuming  large  quan- 
tities of  wines  and  liquors,  which  were  bought  with  the 
partnership  funds,  and  profusely  used  and  drank  by  the 
persons  so  invited  and  living  on  board,  insomuch  that  the 
said  boat,  so  far  from  being  of  any  use  to  the  said  firm, 
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and  that  on  one  occasion  he  procured  a  sum  of  money  from 
the  defendant,  Morgan,  under  the  pretence  of  paying  the 
pilot  of  the  said  steamboat,  and  instead  of  doing  so,  gave 
the  i)ilot  an  order  upon  the  said  defendant  and  appropri- 
ated the  money  to  his  own  use. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  deny  that  they 
are  persons  of  little  or  no  responsibility,  as  stated  in  the 
said  complaint;  but,  on  the  contrary,  this  defendant,  Mor- 
gan, saith  that  he  has  individually  contributed  between 
six  thousand  and  seven  thousand  dollars  to  the  said  co- 
partnership, being  the  principal  part  of  the  capital  thereof, 
the  said  plaintiff  having  contributed  only  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-five  dollars  in  money,  and  a  few  trilling  arti- 
cles of  property,  hereinafter  described;  and  this  defendant, 
Morgan,  saith  that  he  has,  independent  of  the  amount  so 
contributed,  property  of  the  value  of  between  five  thou- 
sand and  seven  thousand  dollars;  that  the  said  defendants, 
Brady  and  Lent,  have  to  this  defendant's  knowledge  real 
estate  and  other  property  of  considerable  value  belonging 
to  them,  and  that  this  defendant  has  deposited  for  the  said 
Lent,  at  one  time,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  bank 
to  his  individual  credit,  and  that  he  has  since  made  other 
similar  deposits  for  him,  of  various  amounts;  and  this  de- 
fendant, Drady,  saith,  that  he  is  the  owner  of  real  estate 
which  he  believes  to  be  of  the  value  of  live  thousand  dol- 
lars, besides  considerable  amounts  of  personal  property. 

And  this  defendant.  Lent,  saith,  that  independent  of  the 
amount  contributed  by  him  to  the  said  copartnership,  he 
is  the  owner  of  real  estate  in  the  city  of  New  York,  which 
he  believes  to  be  worth  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars, 
and  has  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars 
deposited  in  bank,  besides  a  considerable  amount  of  other 
personal  property. 
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And  these  defendants,  further  answering,  admit  that 
they  have  mainly  directed  the  said  business,  but  that  the 
cause  of  their  doing  so  has  been  solely  the  culpable  neglect 
of  the  said  plaintiff  to  give  his  attention  to  it,  as  required 
by  the  terms  of  the  copartnership;  and  they  say  that  the 
said  neglect  of  the  said  plaintiff  to  assist  his  copartners 
in  the  direction  of  the  said  business,  has  been  a  continued 
grievance,  and  source  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  these 
defendants. 

And  these  defendants,  further  answering,  deny  that  the 
said  defendants,  or  any  of  them,  are  making  contracts  in 
the  name  or  on  account  of  the  said  firm,  of  any  description, 
or  that  they  intend  making  any  such  contracts,  except  so 
far  as  may  be  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  property 
belonging  to  the  said  copartnership;  and  these  defendants 
further  say,  that  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief, 
no  such  contracts  have  been  made  by  any  member  of  the 
said  firm,  without  consulting  the  said  plaintiff  and  that 
if  with  respect  to  any  such  contracts  the  said  plaintiff  has 
not  been  consulted,  it  has  been  because  he  wilfully  kept 
aloof  and  neglected  the  business  of  the  firm,  and  that  the 
said  plaintiff  has  always,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
said  business,  and  up  to  the  present  time,  had  the 
fullest  and  most  ample  opportunities  of  knowing  every- 
thing which  has  been  done  by  these  defendants  in  the  said 
copartnership  business,  to  its  most  minute  details,  and 
that  it  has  always  been  the  wish  of  the  other  members  of 
the  firm  that  entire  confidence  should  exist  between  the 
several  copartners,  and  that  nothing  should  be  done  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  all,  and  that  they  have  spared  no 
pains  to  attain  this  end;  that  with  this  view,  regular 
meetings  were  called  at  frequent  intervals  for  the  purpose 
of  consultation,  in  reference  to  the  said  business,  and  that 
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elusive  attention;  that  the  command  of  the  steamboat  was 
assigned  to  him  because  he  was  accustomed  to  that  busi- 
ness, and  he .  represented  that  it  was  necessary  that  he 
should  be  on  board  in  command;  but  that  these  defendants 
did  not  intend  that  he  should  occupy  himself  exclusively 
with  the  said  boat,  but  that  he  should  give  his  attention, 
likewise,  to  the  general  business  of  the  firm,  and  that  there 
was,  in  fact,  no  necessity  of  his  being  on  board  the  boat, 
as  these  defendants  had  a  careful  pilot  on  board,  competent 
to  navigate  it,  and  that  the  assumed  necessity  was  a  mere 
pretext  on  the  part  of  the  said  plaintiff  to  promote  his  own 
personal  gratification;  and  his  being  on  board  was  a  very 
serious  detriment  to  the  interests  of  the  firm. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  say  that  this 
defendant,  William  C.  Lent,  furnished  seven  hundred  and 
ten  dollars  to  the  said  copartnership,  but  that  he  declined 
to  advance  any  more  until  the  said  plaintiff  should  furnish 
accounts  of  the  moneys  received  and  expended  by  him  in 
the  partnership  business  as  the  said  plaintiff  was  getting 
into  his  hands  all  the  money  that  he  could  out  of  the  said 
business,  and  refused  to  account  for  the  same;  that  this 
defendant,  Lent,  had  the  residue  of  the  said  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars  in  the  bank,  ready  to  be  advanced,  and 
that  it  would  have  been  furnished  immediately  upon  the 
said  plaintiff's  accounting  for  the  moneys  which  he  had  re- 
ceived, as  he  was  bound  10  do  by  the  terms  of  the  said  copart- 
nership; that  the  defendant,  Morgan,  on  behalf  of  himself 
and  the  otlicr  copartners,  made  continued  applications  to 
the  said  plaintiff  for  his  said  account,  but  was  constantly 
put  off  with  excuses  that  he  had  not  time,  until  the  said 
defendant  became  discouraged,  and  that  the  refusal  of  the 
said  i)laintiff  to  account  as  aforesaid,  was  the  sole  cause 
of  the  entire  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  not  being  fur- 
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nished,  and  that  the  said  defendant,  John  Brady,  was  pre- 
paring to  raise  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  be 
furnished  by  him  on  mortgage,  and  that  it  would  have 
been  promptly  contributed,  but  for  the  refusal  of  the  said 
plaintiff  to  account;  neither  the  said  Brady  nor  the  said 
Lent  being  willing  to  risk  any  more  capital  in  the  said 
concern,  while  the  said  plaintiff  was  retaining  to  his  own 
use  all  the  money  which  he  received  on  the  partnership 
account. 

All  these  defendants  further  answering  say,  that  the 
said  plaintiff  never,  in  the  hearing  of  these  defendants, 
nor  to  their  knowledge,  object  to  the  business  proceeding 
until  the  said  amounts  to  be  contributed  by  the  said  de- 
fendants, Brady  and  Lent,  were  paid  in;  but  the  defendant 
Morgan,  saith  that  he  did,  on  one  occasion,  complain  to 
him  that  it  was  not  done,  upon  which  this  defendant,  Mor- 
gan, plainly  stated  to  the  plaintiff,  that  the  only  reason 
that  these  amounts  were  not  furnished,  was  the  refusal 
of  the  said  plaintiff  to  render  an  account  of  what  he  had 
received  for  the  said  firm,  the  said  plaintiff,  at  this  time, 
being  in  command  of  the  said  steamboat,  and  in  the  receipt 
of  large  sums  for  her  hire  on  excursions,  and  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  bar  on  such  occasions,  and  this  defendant, 
Morgan,  by  the  terms  of  the  said  copartnership,  having 
the  control  of  the  finances,  and  it  being  a  part  of  his  duty 
to  require  an  account  of  all  moneys  received  for  the  said 
firm,  and  that  the  said  plaintiff  to  this  made  no  reply. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  say,  that  to 
the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  belief  the  said  plaintiff 
had  at  tliat  time  received  between  seven  hundred  and 
eight  hundred  dollars  of  money  belonging  to  the  copart- 
nership, from  the  sources  above-mentioned,  for  which  he 
refused  to  account,  and  retained  the  same  to  his  own  use, 
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was  constantly  sinking  money  for  them;  that  under  these 
circumstances  the  note  in  question  was  sent  for  the  pur- 
pose of  prcvcntinq:  any  further  loss.  That  the  only  agree- 
ment with  the  said  Rodman  was,  that  he  should  have  the 
said  boat  only  in  the  afternoon  when  she  was  not  required 
for  the  business  of  the  said  firm,  as  long  as  he  wished  it, 
not  after  the  10th  day  of  September,  1850,  but  that  there 
was  no  agreement  on  his  part  to  take  her  for  any  specified 
period,  and  that  she  was  actually  withdrawn  from  the 
business  of  the  firm  at  all  times  during  the  day  so  as  to  be 
useless  to  them  and  a  source  of  continued  expense.  And 
these  defendants  further  answering  say,  that  at  the  time 
the  said  note  was  sent  they  have  been  informed  and  be- 
lieve the  said  Rodman  had  no  further  use  for  said  boat. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  admit  that  the 
said  note  ^was  sent  with  the  concurrence  of  all  these  de- 
fendants. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  admit  that  the 
deed  of  the  said  island  was  executed  to  the  said  plaintiff, 
at  the  time  and  for  the  price  mentioned  in  the  said  com- 
plaint, and  that  the  title  to  the  same  stands  in  his  name, 
Init  these  defendants  expressly  deny  that  the  said  island 
belongs  to  ^thc  said  plaintiff,  or  that  he  has  any  interest 
therein,  other  than  his  interest  as  a  copartner  in  the  said 
firm.  And  these  defendants  say,  that  the  whole  purchase 
money  for  the  said  island  was  furnished  by  the  defendant 
Morgan,  not  one  dollar  being  paid  by  the  said  plaintiff, 
and  that  the  same  was  i)urchased  for  the  use  of  the  said 
copartnership,  by  agreement  of  all  the  members  of  the 
said  firm,  and  became  partnership  i)ropcrty;  tiiat  the  busi- 
ness of  the  said  firm  has  since  been  conducted  on  the  said 
island,  and  the  same  has  always  been  treated  as  partner- 
ship property,  and  that  it  was  agreed  among  all  the  mem- 
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bers  of  the  said  firm,  that  the  said  plaintiff  should  imme- 
diately on  receiving  the  said  deed,  convey  the  said  island 
to  this  defendant  Morgan,  so  that  if  the  same,  on  a  disso- 
lution of  the  partnership,  should  not  be  required  for  the 
payment  of  the  partnership  debts,  it  might  be  a  security 
to  the  said  Morgan  for  the  repayment  of  his  advances,  over 
and  above  his  proportional  share  as  a  partner;  and  that  it 
was  agreed,  when  these  advances  were  made  by  the  said 
Morgan,  that  he  should  have  the  like  security  on  all  the 
partnership  property. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  deny  that  the 
sloop  called  the  General  Swift  belongs  to  the  firm,  and  say 
that  it  was  bought  and  paid  for  by  the  defendant  Lent, 
individually,  with  his  own  private  funds,  and  merely  char- 
tered to  the  said  firm. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  deny  that  the 
said  lumber  mentioned  in  the  complaint,  belongs  to  the 
said  firm,  but  on  the  contrary  say,  that  it  consists  of  a  lot 
of  old  timber,  spars,  &c.,  of  very  little  value,  which  the 
said  plaintifi"  deposited  on  the  said  island,  contrary  to  the 
wishes,  and  without  the  consent  of  the  other  members  of 
the  said  firm,  and  has  sought  to  charge  the  copartnership 
with,  at  an  exorbitant  profit  to  himself;  that  the  said  lum- 
ber has  been  lying  there  undisturbed  ever  since  it  was  so 
deposited,  and  that  these  defendants  have  always  refused 
to  recognize  the  same  as  partnership  property,  but  they 
insist  that  it  is  the  individual  property  of  the  said  plaintiff. 

And  this  defendant  Brady  saith  that  he  has  five  horses 
and  six  carts,  with  the  harness  belonging  to  them  respect- 
ively, which  were  used  in  the  said  business,  but  which  are 
his  individual  property,  and  this  defendant  Lent  saith  that 
he  has  three  horses  and  carts  and  sets  of  harness,  which 
35 
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were  u.scd  in  the  saiil  business,  but  which  are  his  individ- 
ual property. 

And  tliesc  defendants  further  answering,  say,  that  the 
manure  mentioned  in  the  said  complaint  l)elongs  to  the 
defendants  Crady  <t  Lent,  individually,  having''  been  pur- 
chased by  them  before  the  partnership  conimcnecd,  and 
that  the  hogs  on  the  said  island  arc  the  individual  jiroperty 
of  the  said  defendant  Brady. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  admit  that  the 
entire  property  of  the  said  firm  is  of  about  the  value  of 
nine  thousand  dollars. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  say  that  they 
are  not  informed  of  any  horses,  wagon  or  harness  in  New 
York,  belonging  to  the  said  firm,  and  believe  that  there 
are  none. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge,  information  and  belief,  deny  tiiat  there 
is  any  other  property  belonging  to  the  said  firm,  which  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  said  complaint.  And  these  defend- 
ants deny  that  they  have  ever  refused  any  information  to 
the  said  plaintiff  respecting  the  property  of  the  said  firm, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  say  that  they  have  always,  on  all  oc- 
casions, expressed  the  most  perfect  willingness  to  furnish 
the  said  plaintilT  with  any  information  which  he  desired. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  deny  tliat  there 
are  debts  due  the  said  firm,  or  moneys  or  securities  for 
moneys,  except  debts  which  are  of  the  plaintiff's  own 
making,  by  the  sale  of  property  of  the  firm,  which  the  said 
plaintiff  has  sold,  and  for  which  he  has  not  accounted,  and 
money  due  from  him  for  the  hire  of  said  steamVioat,  and 
the  proceeds  of  the  bar  thereof. 

And   the  defendants  further  answering,  deny  that  the 
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said  plaintiff  has  contributed  to  the  said  partnership,  or 
in  and  about  its  business,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars, 
or  any  thing  approaching  that  sum;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
they  say  that  the  said  plaintiff  handed  to  this  defendant, 
Morgan,  a  bank  note  of  one  thousand  dollars,  as  his  con- 
tribution to  the  said  firm,  and  requested  two  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  of  the  said  amount  to  be  given  back, 
as  he  wished  to  use  it,  promising  to  return  it  at  some  other 
time;  that  this  defendant,  Morgan,  thereupon  gave  him  his 
<;heck  for  that  amount,  and  he  subsequently  returned  sev- 
enty dollars  to  the  said  Morgan,  making  in  all,  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars,  which  is  all,  in  money, 
that  the  said  plaintiff  has  ever  contributed  to  the  said 
firm;  that  the  only  property  which  he  has  pretended  to 
■contribute  is  a  horse,  wagon  and  harness  which  he  forced 
upon  the  firm,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  these  defendants, 
altogether  not  exceeding  the  value  of  sixty  dollars,  and 
some  ship  timber,  out  of  an  old  vessel,  which  he  left  on 
the  said  island,  contrary  to  the  directions  of  the  other 
members  of  the  said  firm,  and  which  they  absolutely  de- 
clined using,  and  have  not  used,  and  which  has  no  value, 
except  for  fire- wood,  and  the  whole  value  of  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  competent  appraisers,  does  not  exceed  ten  or 
fifteen  dollars. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering  say,  that  the 
said  plaintiff,  since  his  first  connection  with  the  said  firm, 
has  been  guilty  of  gross  violations  of  the  said  partnership 
agreement;  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  said  copartnership, 
the  said  plaintiff  was  to  share  etjually  with  the  other  part- 
ners in  the  labor  of  the  said  concern,  but  that,  so  far  has 
he  been  from  performing  his  said  agreement,  that  he  has 
wholly  neglected  the  business  of  the  said  firm,  and  while 
the  other  members  have  been  exerting  themselves  to  the 
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utmost  of  their  aliilit}'  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  said 
copartnership,  the  said  plaintiff  has  spent  his  time  in 
pleasure  excursions  on  board  the  said  steamboat,  diverting 
her  from  tlic  business  for  wliicli  she  was  required  by  the 
interests  of  tlie  said  firm,  and  usinj^  her  merely  for  his 
personal  gratification,  and  making  her  at  the  same  time  a 
source  of  great  expense  to  the  said  copartnership. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering  say,  that  the 
business  of  the  said  firm  consisted  principally  in  carrying 
bones,  collected  from  the  New  York  markets,  to  Eaton's 
Island,  for  the  purpose  of  being  there  boiled  and  prepared 
for  sale;  that  for  this  object  they  employed  a  number  of 
barges,  which  were  every  morning  required  to  be  towed 
up  to  Eaton's  Island,  loaded  with  the  said  bones;  that  it 
was  absolutely  essential  to  the  prosecution  of  their  busi- 
ness, that  the  said  bones  should  be  carried  to  the  island 
daily,  as  they  would  otherwise  become  offensive;  that  to 
insure  this  oljcct,  the  said  steamboat  was  purchased,  and 
that,  not  being  required  by  the  said  business  during  the 
entire  day,  it  was  agreed  among  the  members  of  the  said 
firm,  that  the  said  steamboat  should  be  devoted  to  the  bu- 
siness of  the  copartncrj^hip  during  the  forenoon  of  every 
day;  and  to  kccj)  her  oiiii)loyed,  and  render  her  a  source  of 
profit,  when  not  required  for  the  said  business,  the  said 
steamboat  was  chartered  to  run  to  Coney  Island,  on  excur- 
sions, in  the  afternoon;  that  the  said  plaintiff,  having 
insisted  on  acting  as  captiiin  of  tlic  said  boat,  although  his 
services  in  that  capacity  were  wholly  unnecessary,  the 
pilot  who  was  employed  being  fully  equal  to  the  task  of 
managing  tlie  said  V»oat,  at  once  assumed  and  claimed  the 
entire  control  of  her,  without  regard  to  the  directions  or 
wishes  of  the  other  members  of  the  firm,  or  the  interests 
of  the  business  thereof;  that  he,  on  many  occasions,  re- 
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fused  to  let  her  be  used  in  the  morning  for  the  business  of 
the  firm,  in  towing  up  the  boats  to  Eaton's  Island,  and 
was  frequently  absent  on  excursions,  so  that  she  could  not 
be  had,  although  he  was  perfectly  aware  of  the  necessity 
which  listed  for  her  services,  and  that  thereby  great 
irregularities  and  embarrassments  were  continually  occa- 
sioned in  the  prosecution  of  the  said  business;  that  the 
said  plaintiff,  when  remonstrated  with  on  the  subject,  said 
that  he  was  captain  of  the  boat,  and  he  would  be  damned 
if  she  should  go;  and  that  when  he  did  permit  her  to  go 
to  the  island,  he  was  frequently  so  late  in  bringing  her 
around  into  the  East  river,  as  to  render  her  useless  for 
that  day,  and  that  these  defendants  were  continually  re- 
duced to  the  necessity  of  hiring  other  steamboats,  at  great 
expense,  to  tow  the  said  boats;  and,  to  the  best  of  their 
recollection  and  belief,  were  at  one  time  thus  compelled  to 
hire  another  steamboat  for  a  period  of  two  weeks  together, 
the  said  plaintiff  being  constantly  absent  on  excursions, 
and  refusing  to  allow  the  boat  to  be  used  for  the  business 
of  the  firm. 

And  these  defendants  further  say,  that  they  are  informed 
and  believe,  that  while  the  said  plaintiff  was  in  command 
of  the  steamboat  as  aforesaid,  he  had,  living  on  board,  a 
number  of  loose  women  and  common  prostitutes,  who  were 
kept  on  board  for  the  purposes  of  prostitution,  and  were 
maintained  by  him  out  of  the  copartnership  funds;  and 
that  the  said  boat  was  frequently  taken  by  him  on  excur- 
sions of  pleasure  to  various  points  on  the  North  river  and 
■down  the  Bay,  and  particularly,  on  several  occasions,  to 
Tilletudellem,  and  that,  on  such  occasions,  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  invite  his  friends,  in  large  numbers,  to  accompa- 
ny him,  and  that  while  on  board  they  spent  the  time  in 
.eating,  drinking,  carousing  with  the  women  aforesaid,  the 
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tabic  being  supplied,  and  the  wines  and  liquors  furnished' 
at  the  expense  of  the  copartnership,  insomuch  that  the 
men  on  board  complained  to  these  defendants  that  they 
could  get  nothing  until  tlie  third  table;  and  that  these 
proceedings  were  carried  on  in  so  open  and  shameless  a 
manner  that  the  said  steamboat  came  to  be  commonly 
known  as  the  North  river  brothel;  that,  as  these  defend- 
ants are  informed  and  believe,  the  said  boat  was  sometimes 
hired  out  by  the  said  plaintiff,  on  these  occasions  he  reserv- 
ing to  himself  the  privilege  of  taking  such  of  his  friends 
as  he  wished,  and  at  other  times  he  took  the  said  boat 
himself  on  the  said  excursions,  but  that  whatever  he  re- 
ceived from  the  hire  of  the  said  boat,  or  any  other  source, 
was  retained  by  him,  and  not  accounted  for  to  these  de- 
fendants. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  say  that  owing 
to  these  causes,  the  business  of  the  said  copartnership, 
which  would  otherwise  have  been  profitable,  was  attended 
with  actual  loss,  and  tliat  a  dissolution  of  the  said  copart- 
nership became  desirable,  and  that  it  was  verbally  agreed 
between  the  said  plaintiff  and  this  defendant,  Morgan, 
acting  for  the  other  members  of  the  firm,  and  with  their 
assent  and  concurrence,  that  the  said  plaintiff  would  retire 
from  the  firm  on  the  following  terms:  that  he  should  ac- 
count for  all  the  moneys  received  by  him  on  account  of 
the  said  copartnership;  that  he  should  be  repaid  all  the 
moneys  which  he  had  expended  on  account  of  the  same, 
that  he  should  be  charged  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  dollars 
for  his  share  of  the  losses;  that  he  should  give  a  deed  of 
the  island,  held  in  his  name,  to  the  defendant,  Morgan,  and 
surrender  the  command  of  the  said  steamboat;  and  that  the 
defendant,  Morgan,  should  take  tlic  property  of  the  firm, 
at  an  appraised  value,  as  security  for  the  sums  which  had 
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been  advanced  by  him  over  and  above  his  proportional 
share,  the  said  property  having  nearly  all  been  purchased 
with  his  money;  and  that  if,  on  winding  up  the  business, 
after  repaying  such  sums  to  the  said  defendant,  Morgan, 
and  charging  the  said  plaintiff  with  the  said  sum  of  nine 
hundred  dollars  for  his  share  of  the  losses,  any  thing  re- 
mained as  his  share,  on  an  equitable  division  among  the 
several  copartners,  it  should  be  paid  to  him;  that,  on  the 
fifteenth  or  sixteenth  day  of  August  last,  the  said  plaintiff 
again  consented  to  the  said  terms,  and  desired  the  defend- 
ant, Morgan  to  publish  a  notice  of  dissolution  of  the  said 
copartnership,  and  promised,  on  the  following  Monday,  to 
come  and  sign  a  written  agreement  to  that  effect;  that 
this  defendant,  Morgan,  deferred  inserting  the  notice  of 
dissolution,  waiting  for  the  said  plaintiff  to  sign  the  said 
agreement  in  writing,  as  he  had  promised,  but  finding  that 
he  did  not  call,  this  defendant,  Morgan,  after  waiting  a 
reasonable  time  for  him,  with  the  advice  and  concurrence 
of  the  other  members  of  the  firm,  and  acting  upon  the 
request  of  the  said  plaintiff,  previously  given,  as  above 
stated,  about  the  first  day  of  September,  caused  to  be  in- 
serted, in  the  New  York  Express,  a  notice  of  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  said  firm,  with  directions  to  insert  the  same 
twice  a  week,  six  times;  and  that,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
September,  the  summons  and  complaint  and  injunction  in 
this  cause  were  served  on  this  defendant,  Morgan. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  say  that  by 
the  said  agreement,  the  said  partnership  became  dissolved 
and  the  right  to  the  possession  and  control  of  the  property 
became  vested  in  the  defendant  Morgan,  these  defendants 
having  always  been  ready  and  willing,  on  tlieir  part,  to 
fulfill  the  said  agreement. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  say  that  they 
have  never  assented  to  a  dissolution  of  the  said  copartner- 
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ship  on  any  other  terms  than  those  above  stated,  and  that 
if  the  same  is  not  already  dissolved  on  those  terms  by  vir- 
tue of  the  assent  given  by  the  said  jtlaintifl".  then  it  is  a 
copartnership  still  existing,  and  which  cannot  be  dissolved 
except  with  the  assent  of  these  defendanis,  or  by  the  ac- 
tion of  this  court,  for  good  cause  shown. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering  say,  that  the 
services  of  the  said  plaintifl'  to  the  firm  were,  to  the  best  of 
these  defendants'  knowledge,  information  and  belief,  of  no 
value  whatever;  ])ut  on  the  contrary,  he  was  the  cause  of 
great  and  constant  loss  to  the  said  firm,  and  that  but  for 
the  misconduct  of  the  said  plaintiff,  as  detailed  in  this 
answer,  the  said  business  would  have  proved  profitable  to 
the  said  copartners,  but  that  as  the  case  now  stands,  it  will 
probably  be  attended  with  loss:  and  these  defendants  arc 
advised,  and  verily  believe,  that  on  a  windiui:;  up  of  the 
copartnersliip  aflairs,  that  it  would  be  found  that  the  said 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  nothini'  from  the  said  concern,  but 
is  liable  to  a  large  amount  I'ov  hisses. 

WM.    S.   ROWLAND, 

Jltt'y  for  defendants. 

Citii  and  Counfi/  nf  JWv:  York.ss. — JoilN  BliADY.  Wm. 
C.  Lent  and  Jamks  I).  Morcax,  the  defendants  above 
named,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  the  foregoing  answer 
is  true  of  their  own  knowledge,  except  as  to  the  matters 
which  are  therein  stated  on  their  information  or  belief, 
and  as  to  tiiose  matters,  they  believe  it  to  be  true. 

JOHN  i]RADY. 

WILLIAM  C.  LENT 

J.  D.  MORGAN. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  30th  ) 
day  of  Scpteml)er,  18r)0.  \ 

I' 11 1  LI  I'    MiM.SPAUGH, 

Comi77i.<!sio7)er  of  Deed.'; 
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(Copy.) 
New  York,  May  8th,  1850. — Received  from  Mr.  J.  D. 
Morgan  twelve  liuudred  and  fifty  dollars,  being  first  pay- 
ment for  the  purchase  of  Eaton's  Island;  the  balance  (being 
two  tltousand  dollars)  to  remain  on  bond  and  mortgage. 

$1250.  (Sign'd) 

WILLIAM  L.  BAXTER. 

City  and  County  of  Jfew  York,  ss. — Alfred  Tibbs,  of 
said  city,  being  duly  sworn,  saith:  that  he  has  compared 
the  foregoing  copy,  made  by  him,  with  the  original  answer 
in  the  above  entitled  cause,  and  that  the  same  is  a  perfect 
and  complete  copy  of  said  original  answer,  and  of  every 
part  thereof,  and  of  the  signatures  and  affidavit  thereto. 

ALFRED  TIBBS. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  25th  \ 
day  of  January,  1854.      \ 

P.  MiLLSPAUGH,   Commissioner  of  Deeds. 
[indorsed.] 
Supreme  Court — William  L.  Baxter   vs.    John    Brady 
and  others.     Copy^ Answer: — W.  S.  Rowland,  Att'y  for 
defendants. 


EXHIBIT  B. 
supreme  court— queens  county. 

Francis  Barretto,  William  H-  } 

Leggett,  Charles   Dennison, 

Joseph  Walker,   George    L. 

Fox,  and  Paul  Spofford, 
vs. 
William  L.  Baxter,  John  Brady, 

William  C.  Lent,  and  James 

D.  Morgan.  j 

The  answer  of  the  defendants,  John  Brady,  William  C. 


r 
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Lent  and  James  D.  Morgan,  to  the  complaint  in  this  cause, 
respectfully  shows  to  this  court  that  they  arc  ignorant 
whether  or  not  the  said  plaintifis  are  the  owners  in  fee 
each  of  a  certain  farm  of  land  in  the  town  of  West  Farms, 
in  the  county  of  Westchester,  situate  as  therein  described; 
and  whether  or  not  the  said  farms  have  dwelling  houses 
on  them,  and  what  is  the  extent  and  value  of  the  said  farms, 
and  whether  or  not  the  same  have,  from  the  earliest  times, 
been  used  as  dwelling  houses,  and  have  been  always  free 
from  nuisances,  and  comfortable,  healthy  and  desirable 
places  of  residence,  nor  have  they  sufficient  knowledge  of 
the  said  several  matters  to  form  a  belief. 

And  the  defendants  further  answering,  admit  the  ex- 
istence of  an  island  called  the  South  Brother  or  Eato7i's 
Isla7id,  in  the  Long  Island  Sound,  and  that  it  is  in  a  south- 
westerly direction  from  the  dwelling  houses  occupied  by 
the  said  plaintiffs,  or  some  of  them;  and  these  defendants 
are  informed  and  believe  that  the  distance  of  the  said 
island  from  the  nearest  of  the  said  dwelling  houses,  is 
about  a  mile ;  but  for  what  purposes  the  said  island  has 
been  used,  from  the  earliest  settlement  of  this  country, 
these  defendants  are  ignorant,  nor  have  they  suflicient 
knowledge  thereof  to  form  a  belief. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  admit  that 
they,  in  company  with  William  L.  Baxter,  about  the  first 
d.ay  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  j)ur- 
chascd  the  said  island  for  the  j)urpose  of  prosecuting  the 
business  of  boiling  bones,  and  preparing  them  for  sale; 
and  they  admit  that  their  plans  did  originally  contemplate 
the  conveying  of  carcasses  to  the  said  island;  but  they  say 
that  this  latter  part  of  the  business  was  found  to  be  at- 
tended with  so  many  inconveniences  tliat  it  was  aban- 
doned early  in  the  month  of  August  last,  aiui    carcasses 
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were  not  brought  to  the  said  island  after  the  eighth  day 
of  that  month;  and  these  defendants  deny  that  they  ever 
contemplated  bringing  oflFal  to  the  said  island,  or  that  the 
same  was  ever  brought. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  admit  that 
about  the  time  stated  in  the  said  complaint,  and  for  some- 
time previous,  carcasses  of  horses  and  some  other  animala 
were  conveyed  to  the  said  island;  and  they  admit  that  the 
garbage  collected  from  two  hotels  in  New  York,  was 
taken  to  the  said  island  to  be  fed  out  to  swine;  but  they 
deny  that  any  offal  was  so  taken,  and  they  admit  that  a 
considerable  number  of  swine  were  kept  upon  the  said 
island,  for  the  purpose  of  being  fattened;  but  these  defend- 
ants deny  that  the  said  swine  were  ever  fed  upon  the  flesh 
of  the  said  carcasses  or  on  offal,  but  on  the  contrary,  say 
that  their  food  was  of  the  same  description  as  that  ordi- 
narily bestowed  upon  such  animals,  consisting  of  the  frag- 
ments of  food  and  substances  left  from  the  tables  of  hotels; 
and  they  deny  that  their  arrangements  contemplated  the 
burning  and  grinding  of  bones  upon  the  said  island,  or 
that  they  ever  were  burnt  or  ground  there. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  say  that  the 
whole  number  of  carcasses  of  horses  brought  to  the  said 
island,  is  one  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  that  these 
were  all  brought  before  the  ninth  day  of  August  last. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  deny  that  the 
stench  arising  from  the  operations  conducted  on  the  said 
island,  impregnates  the  air  at  the  farms  and  residences  of 
the  said  plaintiffs,  so  as  to  sicken  the  inmates  of  their 
families,  or  deteriorate  the  value  of  their  property,  or  that 
it  did  so  impregnate  the  air  at  the  time  of  the  commence- 
ment of  this  suit;  and  they  deny  that  at  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  this  suit,  and  for  a  long  time  previous.. 
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there  had  been,  or  has  been  since,  or  now  is,  an  offensive 
or  disagreeable  smell  proceeding  from  the  business  con- 
ducted on  the  said  i-land. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  deny  that  on 
or  about  the  fifteenth  day  of  August  last,  any  persons 
visiting  the  said  island  found  there  a  barge  or  vessel  with 
carcasses  of  horses  on  board,  these  defendants  having  en- 
tirely abandoned  the  carrying  of  said  carcasses  to  the  said 
island,  on  the  eighth  day  of  August  last,  and  none  having 
been  sent  there  since  that  date;  and  they  deny  that  the 
said  persons  found  there,  at  any  time,  any  hides  or  en- 
trails covered  with  maggots,  as  stated  in  the  said  com- 
plaint, the  hides  upon  the  said  island  having  been  always 
clean  and  well  preserved,  and  free  from  any  offensive  sub- 
stance or  vermin,  and  no  entrails  being  permitted  to  re- 
main upon  the  said  island;  and  they  further  say  that  the 
said  bones  referred  to  were  clean  and  entirely  free  from 
any  animal  matter  other  than  what  belonged  to  their  own 
structure,  uiul  tluit  they  were  incainiblc  of  l)ecoming  offen- 
sive, however  long  they  might  lie:  and  they  deny  that  the 
said  persons  found  such  a  stench  upon  the  said  island  that 
they  were  unable  to  remain  there  many  minutes,  a?  stated 
in  the  said  complaint. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  deny  that  any 
miasma  or  stench  of  an  unwholesome  or  poisonous  nature, 
or  calculated  in  any  way  to  impair  or  endanger  the  health 
of  the  said  plaintiffs  or  their  fannlies,  or  of  tiie  surround- 
ing inhabitants,  caused  by  the  operations  of  the  said  de- 
fendants, has  ever  proceeded  from  the  said  island,  and 
tliey  deny  that  since  the  said  eighih  day  of  August,  at 
whicii  time  the  defendants  ceased  to  carry  carcasses  to  the 
said  island,  any  unpleasant  or  disagreeable  odor  lias  been 
produced  by  the  l>usincss  conducted  on  the  said  island. 
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And  these  defendants  further  answering.,  say  that  in 
the  beginning-  of  August  last,  the  defendant,  Lent,  moved 
to  the  said  island  and  took  up  his  residence  there,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  being  constantly  on  the  spot  and  super- 
intending the  business,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any 
nuisance  arising;  these  defendants  understanding  that 
there  had,  previous  to  that  time,  been  some  complaints, 
which  these  defendants  are  informed  and  believe  were 
solely  owing  to  the  men  in  their  employ,  whose  duty  it 
was  to  have  disposed  of  every  thing  as  it  arrived  in  the 
barges,  having  on  one  occasion,  been  absent  from  the 
island  without  the  knowledge  of  these  defendants,  by 
which  the  business  at  the  said  island  was  neglected;  and 
that,  immediately  on  discovering  such  neglect,  these  de- 
fendants took  active  measures  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of 
a  similar  accident,  and  the  defendant,  Lent,  repaired  to 
the  said  island,  in  person,  as  has  been  stated;  and  these 
defendants  say  that  since  that  time,  and  since  the  said 
eighth  day  of  August,  the  business  of  these  defendants  has 
been  confined  to  the  boiling  of  bones,  for  the  purpose  of 
cleaning  and  preparing  them  for  sale,  and  to  the  fattening 
of  swine;  that  the  bones  used  in  the  said  business  have 
been  procured  from  the  markets  in  New  York,  daily,  and 
have  been  uniformly  fresh  and  free  from  taint,  and  have 
been  delivered  on  board  the  barges  of  the  defendants,  and 
taken  to  the  said  island  the  same  day  that  they  were  col- 
lected in  New  York;  that  on  arriving  at  the  said  island, 
they  were  always  immediately  put  into  the  kettles  and 
boiled  for  a  period  of  from  eight  to  ten  hours,  till  they 
became  divested  of  every  particle  of  animal  matter  which 
had  adhered  to  them,  and  were  perfectly  clean  and  white; 
that  they  were  then  taken  from  the  kettles  and  placed  in  a 
pile  to  dry,  the  liquid  in  the  said  kettles  being  poured  into 
a  trench  and  carried  into  the  sea;  that  before  being  used 
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agaiu,  the  kettlci  were  always  washed,  iind  thoroujrhly 
cleansed:  and  that  to  guard  again>^t  the  possibility  of  any 
cause  of  comj)laint.  the  utmost  attention  lias  always  been 
paid  to  cleanliness,  and  nothing  offensive  or  liicely  to  be- 
come so,  been  permitted  to  remain  on  tlio  said  island,  and 
salt  and  lime  in  great  profusion  constantly  used;  that  the 
said  swine  have  been  fattened  wholly  upon  fragments  col- 
lected from  the  hotels  in  New  York,  and  which  these  de- 
fendants i)urciiased  by  contract:  tliat  to  avoid  any  thing 
offensive,  the  said  swine  were  always  fed  at  low  water,  on 
the  space  left  bare  by  the  receding  tide,  so  that  the  tide 
on  rising  again,  would  wash  off  every  thing  which  re- 
mained. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  say  that 
while  they  w(?re  pursuing  their  lawful  business  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  without  creating  any  nuisance  or  annoy- 
ance to  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighboring  shores,  or  to 
any  other  })crsons,  they  were,  on  the  second  and  third 
days  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  and  fifty, 
served  with  the  summons  and  complaint  and  the  injunc- 
tion in  this  cause. 

And  these  defendants  further  answering,  say  that  there 
arc  no  dwelling-houses  upon  the  said  island,  except  the 
houses  of  the  workmen  engaged  in  the  said  business:  and 
that  the  said  island  is  in  the  middle  of  the  East  river,  and 
removed  a  considerable  distance  from  either  shore. 

And,  these  defendants  further  answering,  say  tliat  the 
said  defendant,  William  L.  Baxter,  has  assumed  an  attitude 
hostile  to  tliese  defendants,  and  that  a  litigation  is  now 
pending  between  them  in  reference  to  the  partnership 
affairs,  so  that  these  defendants  cannot  procure  the  answer 
of  the  said  Baxter  to  the  complaint  in  this  cause. 

And,  these  defendants  further  answering,  say  that  the 
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said  plaintiffs  were  sustaining  no  injury  or  annoyance 
from  the  said  business  of  the  defendants,  nor  was  any  such 
injury  or  annoyance  threatened,  nor  did  any  danger  there- 
of exist,  when  this  suit  was  commenced;  and  that  the 
plaintiffs,  therefore,  have  no  equity  by  which  their  com- 
plaint can  be  sustained,  or  an  injunction  granted,  in  con- 
formity with  their  prayer;  and,  these  defendants,  therefore 
pray  that  the  said  complaint  may  be  dismissed,  with  costs. 

JOHN  BRADY, 
WILLIAM  C.  LENT. 
J.  D.  MORGAN. 

City  and  County  of  JYeiu  York,  ss: — John  Brady,  Wm. 
C.  Lent  and  James  D.  Morgan,  defendants  in  the  above 
cause,  being  duly  sworn,  say  that  the  foregoing  answer 
by  them  subscribed  is  true  of  their  own  knowledge,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  matters  which  are  therein  stated  on  their 
information  or  belief,  and  as  to  tho^e  matters  they  believe 

it  to  be  true. 

JOHN  BRADY, 

WILLIAM  C.  LENT, 

J.  D.  MORGAN. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  30th  ) 
day  of  September,  1850.   S 

Philip  Millspaugh,  Com'r  of  Deeds. 

City  and  County  of  JVeio  York,  ss: — Alfred  Tibbs,  of 
said  city,  being  duly  sworn,  saith:  that  he  has  compared 
the  foregoing  copy  made  by  him  with  the  original  answer 
in  the  above  entitled  cause,  and  that  the  same  is  a  perfect 
and  complete  copy  of  said  original  answer,  and  of  every 
part  thereof,  and  of  the  signatures  and  affidavits  thereto. 

ALFRED  TIBBS. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  25th  f 
day  of  January,  1854.       S 

P.  Millspaugh,  Com'r  of  Deeds, 
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[indorsed.] 

.Supreme  Court — Francis  Barretto  and  others,  vs.  Wm. 
L.  Jiaxter  and  others.  Copy — Answer: — W.  S.  Rowland, 
Attorneys  for  defendants. 


EXHIBIT  C. 

DISTRICT  COURT  OF  THE    UNITED    STATES    FOR  THE    SOUTHERN 
DISTRICT   OF  NEW  YORK— IN  ADMIRALITY. 

In  the  matter  of  the  remnants  and  surplus  of 

THE    STEAMBOAT  BOSTON. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Belts,  Judge  of  iJie  District  Court  of 

the  United  States,  in  and  for  the  Southern  District  of  J\\'w 
York: 

The  petition  of  James  D.  Morgan,  John  Brady  and 
William  C.  Lent,  respectfully  shows  to  this  Court  that 
they  were  copartners  in  trade,  and  joint  owners  of  the 
steamboat  Boston,  with  one  "William  L.  Baxter,  and  that 
on  or  about  the  fifteenth  day  of  August  last,  it  was  mutu- 
ally agreed  by  and  between  the  said  Baxter  and  your 
petitioners,  that  the  said  Baxter  sliould  retire  from  the 
firm,  and  that  this  petitioner,  the  said  James  i).  Morgan, 
should  take  charge  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  co- 
partnership, and  should  settle  the  affairs  of  the  said  co- 
partnershiji,  and  wind  up  the  same,  on  certain  terms  and 
conditions,  then  and  there  agreed  upon,  and  your  petition- 
ers say,  that  by  the  said  agreement  tiie  said  James  D. 
Morgan  became  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  entire 
property  of  the  copartnership,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid; 
that  tlic  said  steamboat  was  a  part  of  such  property,  and 
that  this  petitioner,  tlie  said  James  I).  Morgan,  is  entitled 
to,  and  claims  the  remnants  and  surplus  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  said  boat,  which  may  remain  in   the  registry  of  this 
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Court  after  the  payment  of  all  valid  claims  against  her 
which  may  be  established  by  creditors  having  liens  upon 
the  same,  and  the  cost  and  expenses  of  the  proceedings. 

And  your  petitioners,  therefore,  pray  that  an  order  of 
this  Court  may  be  made  for  the  payment  of  such  proceeds 
to  the  said  Morgan,  or  that  your  petitioners  may  have  such 
other  and  further  relief  as  they  may  be  entitled  to,  under 
the  rules  and  practice  of  this  Court. 

J.  D.  MORGAN, 
WILLIAM  C.  LENT, 

JOHN  BRADY. 

W.  S.  Rowland, 

Proctor  for  Petitioners. 

United  States  of  America,  Southern  District  of  JYew 
York,  ss: — James  D.  Morgan,  John  Brady  and  William 
C.  Lent,  being  severally  sworn,  say,  and  each  for  himself 
saith,  that  the  matters  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  petition 
by  them  subscribed  are  tru*. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  } 
this  29th  day  of  October,  1850.  S 

Geo.  W.  Morton, 

U.  S.  Commissioner. 

(A  Copy.) 

Geo.  W.  Morton, 

Clerk. 


City  and  County  of  JSTew  York,  i^.— Alfred  Tibbs,  of 
said  city,  being  duly  sworn,  saitb,  that  he  has  compared 
the  foregoing  copy  made  by  him,  with  a  copy  of  the  peti- 
tion in  the  above  entitled  matter,  certified  by  "  Geo.  W. 
Morton,  Clerk,"  and  that  the  same  is  a  perfect  and  com- 
36 
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Bribery  is  a  crime  recognized  by  the  law,  in  ancient  as 
well  as  modern  times.  {By  the  law  of  Jlthcns,  he  that 
offered  as  well  as  he  that  received  a  bribe,  ^L'as  prosecuted.  See 
Blackstone,  v.  4,  p.  140.)  At  common  law,  bribery  is  a 
misdemeanor,  and  consists  in  the  "receiving  or  offer'ng" 
any  undue  reward,  by  or  to  any  person  whose  ordinary 
business  relates  to  the  administration  of  public  justice,  to 
influence  his  behavior  in  office  and  incline  him  to  act 
contrary  to  the  known  rules  of  honesty  and  integrity. 
(Blackstone,  v.  4,  p.  139;  Russell,  v.l,  p.  15G;  Gabbett's 
Criminal  Law,  v.  1,  p.  1G3.)  Also  in  receiving  or  offcr- 
ing  an  undue  reward  to  an  elector  to  influence  his  vote; 
also  to  offer  a  bribe  to  a  privy  counsellor  to  procure  a 
reversionary  patent  of  an  office.  4  Burr,  2405,  2500, 
2501.  Also  to  ofTer  to  bribe  an  officer  of  the  customs. 
See  3  Chitty,  C.  L.,  p.  083;  or  to  a  Commissoner  of  the 
Revenue,  2  Dallas,  p.  304.  The  ofl'cncc  is  not  confined 
to  judicial  officers,  4  Barrows,  2495,  etc- 

Wherever  a  person  is  bound  1.)y  law  to  act  without  any 
view  to  his  own  private  emolument,  and  another  by 
corrupt  contract,  engages  such  person  on  the  condition  of 
payment  or  promise  of  money,  or  other  lucrative  considera- 
tion to  act  in  a  manner  which  he  shall  prescribe,  both 
parties  are  by  such  contract  guilty  of  bribery.  (Gabbctt, 
V.  1.  p.  104.) 

It  is  a  crime  to  give  as  well  as  to  take  a  bribe;  the 
offences  are  reciprocal;  it  is  a  misdemeanor,  and  any  at" 
tempt  to  commit  a  misdemeanor,  is  a  misdemeanor.  4 
Blackstone,  103;  and  see  Russell  v.  1,  45,  150. 

The  state  laws  make  the  offence  of  offering  or  accepting 
bribes  to  the  Governor  and  certain  other  officers,  therein 
designated,  (not  including  Aldermen,)  and  also  arbitrators, 
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referees  and  jurors,  bribery.  (See  R.  S.  v.  2,  p.  682.) 
And  the  offence  of  attempting  to  bribe  electors  is  declared 
by  them  a  misdemeanor.     (See  vol.  1,  p.  149.) 

I  find  no  authority  for  the  position  that  these  provisions 
in  the  statutes  abolish  the  offence  at  common  law,  except 
in  the  cases  therein  enumerated,  and  I  do  not  think  any 
thing  in  these  provisions,  by  fair  implication,  does  so.  It 
appears  to  me,  that  if  at  common  law  it  was  bribery  to 
offer  or  receive  any  undue  reward  to  an  Alderman  to  in- 
fluence his  behavior  in  official  duty,  it  is  so  yet,  notwith- 
standing the  statutes. 

It  is  conceded  by  the  District  Attorney,  that  the  act  of 
receiving  the  reward  for  such  purpose  by  an  Aldermin,  is 
a  misdemeanor;  but  he  contends  that  being  a  malfeasance 
or  misbehavior  in  office  and  not  within  that  class  deemed 
bribery  at  common  law,  that  the  offerer  of  the  bribe,  or  re- 
ward, is  not  guilty  of  a  criminal  offence. 

Misdemeanors  have,  from  time  to  time,  received  various, 
though  consistent  definitions.  In  the  London  edition  of 
1800  of  Burns'  Justice,  it  is  said  the  word  misdemeanor, 
in  its  usual  acceptation,  is  applied  to  all  those  crimes  and 
offences  for  which  the  law  has  not  provided  a  particular 
name.  See  vol.  3,  p.  235;  and  this  is  repeated  by  Russell, 
(see  vol.  1,  p.  43,)  and  he  says  it  comprehends  all  indicta- 
ble offences,  which  do  not  auipunt  to  felony.  Mr.  Whkr- 
ton  classes  all  those  at  common  law  as  mala  in  se,  and  says 
that  whatever  under  that  class  affects  mischievously  the 
property  or  person  of  another,  or  openly  outrages  decen- 
cy, or  disturbs  public  order,  or  is  injurious  to  public  morals, 
or  is  a  breach  of  official  duty,  when  done  corruptly,  is  the 
subject  of  indictment.  (See  page  34,  last  edition.)  Mr. 
Gabbett  says  that  *'  whatever  is  injurious  to  public  morals, 
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Queeyis  County,  Clcrk^s  Office,  ss: — I  hereby  certify, 
that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  coi>y  of  an  answer,  this  day 
filed  in  my  oflBce,  in  the  above  entitled  action. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
[l.  s.]  hand   and  official   seal,  this  17th  day  of 

November,  1851. 

•      JOHN  C.  SMITH, 
Clerk  of  Queens  County. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss: — Alfred  Tibbs,  of 
said  city,  being  duly  sworn,  saith:  That  he  has  compared 
the  foregoing  copy  made  by  him,  with  a  copy  of  the  ori- 
ginal answer  in  the  above  cause,  certified  by  the  Clerk  of 
Queens  county,  and  of  the  certificate  of  the  Clerk  thereto, 
and  that  the  same  is  a  perfect  and  complete  copy  thereof, 
and  of  every  part  thereof,  and  of  the  signature  and  affi- 
davit thereto,  and  of  the  Clerk's  certificate  thereto. 

ALFRED  TIBBS. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  25th  I 
day  of  January,  1854.      | 

P.  MiLLSPAUGH, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds. 

(Indorsed.) 

Supreme  Court— William  B.  Reynolds  and  Francis 
Cross  vs.  William  L.  Baxter  und  others.  Copy — Answer 
— W.  S.  Rowland,  Attorney  for  defendant. 
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COPY  OF  OPINION  AND  DECISION  OF  RECORDER, 

RENDERED    JUNE    9,    185  ;i.  , 

IN  THE  CASE  OF  THE  WITNESS,    JAMES   B.    TAYLOR, 


The  witness  declines  to  answer  the  question  last  put  to 
him,  on  the  ground  that  his  answer  may  tend  to  criminate 
himself;  and  his  counsel  upon  being  consulted  by  him,  ex- 
plains that  he  so  declines  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
charge  is  that  of  bribery  of  an  Alderman,  or  an  attempt 
to  bribe  him.  And  contends  that  at  common  law  this  is 
a  misdemeanor  in  the  offerer,  as  well  as  in  the  recipient; 
that  the  offence  is  reciprocal,  and  more,  that  it  is  bribery 
to  offer,  though  not  accepted.     {Cites  2  Dallas,  384.) 

The  District  Attorney,  conceding  that  such  is  the 
charge,  and  that  the  act  of  bribery  is  a  misdemeanor  on 
the  part  of  the  Alderman  who  receives  the  bribe,  denies 
that  it  is  at  common  law  an  offence  on  the  part  of  the 
offerer,  whether  received  or  not;  denies,  too,  that  it  is  on 
the  part  of  the  Alderman  who  receives  the  bribe,  the 
offence  known  at  common  law  as  bribery,  and  contends 
that  on  his  part  the  act  is  of  that  class  of  misdemeanors 
known  as  malfeasance,  or  misbehavior  in  office.  He  also 
contends,  that  if  at  common  law  it  constitutes  the  offence 
of  bribery,  that  then  it  is  abolished  by  the  statutes  which 
renders  certain  specified  cases  of  bribery  felonies,  and 
denies  that  the  offence  at  CQm.m.oi\  law  is  y^ciprocal. 
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plete  copy  of  said  certified  copy,  petition  and  every  part 
thereof  and  of  the  signatures  and  afifidavits  thereto,  and  of 
the  certificate  of  the  Clerk  thereto. 

ALFRED  TIBBS. 

Sworn  before  me,  this  25th  i 
day  of  January,  1854.       S 

P.    MiLLSPAUGH, 

Com'r  of  Deeds. 

[indorsed.] 

United  States  District  Court — In  Admiralty — In  the 
matter  of  the  remnants  and  surplus  of  the  steamboat  Bos- 
ton. Claim  for  remnants  and  surplus,  VV.  S.  Rowland, 
Proctor  for  claimants.     Filed  October  29.  1850. 


EXHIBIT  D. 

SUPREME  COURT — COUNTY  OF  QUEENS. 


William   B.   Reynolds    and 
Francis  Gross. 

vs. 
William  L.  Baxter,  John 
Brady,  William  C.  Lent, 
James  D.  Morgan,  ITeman 
W.  Childs,  and  Alfred 
W.  White. 

The  defendant,  John  Brady,  in  answer  to  the  complaint 
in  this  cause,  denies  that  Ileman  W.  Childs  and  Alfred 
W.  White,  two  of  the  defendants  named  in  the  said  com- 
plaint, were  ever  copartners,  or  that  cither  of  them  ever 
was  a  copartner  in  tiic  firm  of  Baxter,  Brady,  Lent  <fc 
Company,  or  that  cither  of  them  had  any  connection,  as  a 
copartner,  with  the  said  firm. 
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And  this  defendant  denies,  that  the  said  defendants, 
Heman  W.  Childs  and  Alfred  W.  White,  or  either  of 
them,  became  indebted  to  the  plaintiffs,  in  any  manner,  or 
for  any  cmse,  as  members  of  the  said  firm  of  Baxter,  Brady, 
Lent  &  Company. 

And  this  defendant  has  not  knowledge  sufficient  to  form 
a  belief,  whether  the  other  defendants,  or  any  of  them,  as 
such  firm  as  aforesaid,  became,  or  are  indebted  to  the  plain- 
tiffs in  the  amount  stated  in  the  said  complaint,  for  the 
causes  therein  set  forth,  or  any  of  them;  or  whether  they 
are  so  indebted,  in  any  particular  sum  for  any  of  the  said 
causes. 

And  the  defendant  has  not  sufficient  knowledge  to  form 
a  belief,  whether  the  plaintiffs  are  the  lawful  holders  of 
such  a  demand,  as  for  that  purpose  stated  in  the  said 
complaint,  nor  whether  any  part  of  the  same  has  been 
paid,  nor  whether  the  same  is  due,  as  stated  in  the  said 
complaint. 

JOHN  BRADY. 

City  and  County  of  JVew  York,  ss:  —  John  Brady, 
of  said  city,  one  of  the  defendants  above-named,  being 
duly  sworn,  saith:  That  the  foregoing  answer  is  true,  of 
his  own  knowledge,  except  as  to  the  matter  which  are 
therein  stated,  on  his  information  and  belief,  or  as  to 
those  matters  he  believes  it  to  be  true. 

JOHN  BRADY, 

Sworn  before  me,  this  10th  | 
day  of  February,  1851.    [ 

Philip  Millspaugh, 

Commissioner  of  Deeds,  Jf,  Y* 
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openly  outrages  public  decency,  or  directly  tends  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  Kinp;,^'  is  a  misdemeanor  at  common  law. 
(See  vol.  1,  p.  17.)  Whatever  amounts  to  a  public  wrongs 
is  said  to  be  indictable,  and  if  not  a  felony,  may  be  pun- 
ished as  a  misdemeanor  at  common  law.  Barbour's  Crim- 
inal Law,  last  edition,  20,  cites  Russell  on  Cr.  43;  1  Dall. 
388;  2  Brown  R  251.  Misbehavior  by  public  officers, 
and  all  other  misdemeanors  of  a  public  example  against 
the  common  law,  may  be  indicted;  whatever  is  injurious  to 
public  morals,  is  a  misdemeanor  at  common  law.  Jlltcmpts 
to  commit  a  misdemeanor,  in  many  cases,  is  a  misdemeanor. 
All  such  acts  or  attempts  as  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
community,  is  indictable.  Russell  v.  1,  44.  Soliciting 
another  to  commit  a  felony,  or  an  endeavor  to  provoke 
another  to  commit  a  misdemeanor,  is  a  misdemeanor,  ib.  45. 
Every  incitement  to  commit  a  crime,  whether  felony  or 
misdemeanor,  is  itself  a  misdemeanor.  (1  Gabbett,  p.  19, 
cites  Schopeld's  case,  Cald.  397.  402,  3  R.  vs.  Higgins,  2 
East  5.  The  solicitation  is  an  act.  There  can  be  no 
accessories  in  misdemeanors,  all  arc  principals,  ib.  32. 

It  is  clear  from  all  these  authorities,  that  the  act  of  of- 
fering ail  undue  reward  to  an  Alderman  for  the  purpose 
above-mentioned,  being  to  induce  him  to  commit  a  misde- 
meanor, is  a  misdemeanor  and  indictable  at  common  law; 
whether  the  offence  on  the  part  of  the  Alderman,  in  case  he 
should  accept  of  the  reward,  come  within  the  class  known 
at  common  law,  as  those  of  bribery  or  not.  Although  I 
am  of  opinion  that  it  falls  within  that  class. 

The  offence,  by  the  Alderman,  would  be  a  violation  of 
his  oath  and  his  duty.  A  public  wrong,  and  at  common 
law,  uould  be  a  misdemeanor;  the  attempt  to  induce  him 
to  commit  this  act,  by  offering  him  the  undue  reward,  is  an 
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act  tending  to  the  prejudice  of  the  community,  injurious 
public  morals,  and  endeavor  to  provoke  another  to  com- 
mit a  misdemeanor,  indictable  at  common  law. 

Besides,  by  the  Revised  Statutes,  it  is  the  law  that  if 
two  or  more  persons  conspire  to  commit  any  act  injurious 
to  public  morals,  they  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, (see  R.  S.,  v.  2,  p.  692.)  Can  there  be  a  doubt 
that- if  an  undue  reward  is  offered  by  a  person  to  an  Al- 
derman, and  accepted  by  him,  with  the  mutual  understand- 
ing that  the  Alderman  therefor  is  to  act  in  his  official 
duty  in  a  manner  desired  by  the  offerer,  that  this  would 
be  between  those  two  persons  a  conspiracy  to  do  an  act 
injurious  to  public  morals  ? 

The  cases  presented  by  the  District  Attorney  in  illustra- 
tion of  his  position,  that  the  offence  on  the  part  of  the 
Alderman  is  only  malfeasance,  and  therefore  the  offerer  is 
no  offender,  viz  :  the  cases  of  the  frequenter  of  houses  of 
ill-fame,  and  that  of  a  person  designedly  making  a  judge, 
of  intemperate  habits,  drunk,  when  on  official  duty,  seem 
to  me  not  sufficient;  for  if  in  the  latter  case  done  corrupt- 
ly, it  is  a  public  wrong,  a  wrong  in  both;  and  in  the 
former  case,  the  open  frequenting  of  a  house  of  ill-fame, 
knowing  it  to  be  such,  is  also  a  public  wrong,  indictable; 
see  Wharton,  174;  open  and  notorious  lewdness  is  indict- 
able; ib.  and  Blackstone,  v.  4,  p.  64. 

It  is  well  settled,  that  a  witness  is  not  bound  to  answer 
when  the  tendency  of  the  evidence  may  expose  hitn  to  a 
penal  liability,  or  to  any  kind  of  punishment,  or  to  a 
criminal  charge;  (see  Wharton,  307.)  When  the  disclosure 
he  may  make  can  be  used  against  him  to  procure  his  con- 
viction, he  may  stop  in  answering  before  he  arrives  at  the 
question,  the  answer  to  which  may  show  directly  his  moral 
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Affidavit  of — 

Kred'k   A.  Southniayd.  .  .No    102 1^51 

Wjikeinan    H.  Dikeman  . .          103 1 4n4 

Georp;e  H.  Purser 101 1459 

Allen  i\.  Leet lOo 1462 

Silas  C.  Heirin<,' lOH 1^63 

Joseph  K.  TaN  lor 107 1464 

Henry  Iv  Davies lOy 1469 

Bernard  J.  Malone 109 1495 

SEWKll    I\    PEARL     STRF.KT. 

Affidavit  of  Thomas  Suflern,    .No.  110 1499 

lease  of  lot  at  jeffehson   market  to  james  l.   worth,  for 
twenty-one  years. 

Affidavit  of — 

Stewart  K.  Clark No.  Ill 1500 

1502 

1 504 

1505 

1507 

1509 

1511 

1513 

charges   against    JOSEPH    KEEN,  WARDEN  OF    THE    PLMTENTIAHY 
AT    ]iLACKWELL's    ISLAND. 

Affidavit  of — 

Isaac  Brilton No.   119 1514 

Jacob  H.  Kidahock 120 1528 

Joshua  Sherwood 121    1532 

Robert  AIcGee 122 1535 

Willi.im  \V.  Dow 123 1 536 

William  Savage 124 153n 

Jereiiiiahll.   Fowler.....           125 15:{7 

Charles  H.  Hill 12li 1547 

Warren  S.  Doty 127 1551 

Charles    F.  (jrahaiii 12S 1552 

Georpe  C.   Harsin 12i< 15.53 

William  H.  Flafrler 130 15,54 

Ann  1'.  Biilev 131 1556 

Owen  I-.  Lainb 132 1557 

Thomas   L.  Maxwell 1-3 150(j 

Joshua   Phillips \..U I5h2 

Owen  L.  Lamb 135    15(55 

Jeremiah  [I.  Fowler 136 1566 


Michael  .Allison,  jr 

112 

Francis  \V.  Worth 

113 

James  L.  Worth 

114 

He!mus  M.  Wells 

ll.T 

James  M.  Bard 

116 

Samuel  R.  3Iabbatt 

117 

Isaac  0.  Barker 

lis 
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Affidavit  of — 

Kicliard  S.  Williams No.    137 1567 

Joseph  Keen 138 lo6S 

LEASE    OF    PIERS    AT    FOOT    OF    JAY    STREET,    CEDAR    STREET,     AND 

water  grant  corner  of  bank  and  west  streets. 

Affidavit  of — 

Edward  Johnson No.  139 1571 

James  T    Sanfoid 140 1571 

Theodore  Marline 141 1572 

George  C.  Byrne 142 1573 

Cornelius  K.  Sutton 143 1574 

contract  of  russ  &  reid,  to  pave  bowery  and  chatham  st. 

Affidavit  of — 

Sampson  B.  McGown.  . .  No.  144 1575 

Horace  P.  lluss 145 1577 

Do 146 15S0 

furnishing    SUPPLIES     TO    DEPARTMENTS. 

Affidavit  of — 

Charles  Turner No    147 1581 

Daniel  C.  Higsins 148 ,.  .    .  1583 

Archibald  Bradshaw 149 .' 1584 

in   relation   to  police  appointments 

Affidavit  of — 

George  J.  Smith No.  150 1585 

Alexander  M.  C.  Smith  .  151 •. 1589 

Thomas  J.  Barr 152 1592 

William  Mackellar 153 1595 

John  Timoney 154 1596 

James  McNuitv 155 1596 

Ro;rer  Judge..* 156 1597 

Andrew  Van  Blarcom,  jr.  lr>7 1598 

Do.               158 1598 

CONTRACT     WITH     WM.      B.     REYNOLDS,      FOR     REMOVAL      OF      DEAD 
ANIMALS,    OFFAL,    kC. 

Affidavit  of —  ^ 

William  B.  Reynolds....  No.   159 J^"^"^ 

Alfred  W.  White 160 {'^^'^ 

John  Brady 161 j^f 

John  Green 162 J'*^^ 

Wm.  C.  Lent 163 ^^?^ 

Wm.  L.  Baxter 164 •  '^^^ 
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Affidavit  of — 

liiaac  Edge No.  34 1270 

Charles  H.    King 35 1'271 

Wesley  Smith 36 1275 

the  purchase  of  land  on  great  barn  island. 
Affidavit  of — 

Abram  R.  Lawrence 37 12S0 

Alexander  McC.'otter 38 1281 

Jonathan    Stearns 39 1283 

John  S.  Hilliker 40 1285 

James  Timpson 41 1 287 

FERRV     grants,    &C. — CATHARINE,    ROOSEVELT,    WALL,    HOUSTON, 

grand  and  fourteenth   streets. 

Affidavit  of — 

William  Cockcroft No.  42 12S8 

George  G.  Taylor 43 1289 

Caleb  S.  VVoodhul' 44 1291 

Cyrus   P.  Smith 45 1293 

Wm   F.  Bulkley 40 1 29fi 

William  Cockcroft 47 1298 

Cvrus  P.  Smith 4S 1299 

Abram  J.  Berry 1!» 1299 

John  Herry 50 1  302 

Wm T.  Pinckney 51 1304 

Andrew    B.Hodges 52 1306 

Shepherd  Knapp 5.5 1306 

Buriis  Skidniore 54 1310 

John  Morrc'll , r>r) 1311 

Theodore   Marti ne yti 1312 

John  11.  Martine 57 1314 

Daniel    F.  Tiemann TS 1318 

Ambrose  C.  Kingsland ....          Tit 1325 

I  liarles   Burdett (•() 1327 

Richard  T.  Compton til 1330 

railroad  grants — third,  eighth  and  ninth  avenues. 

Affidavit  of — 

ylames  W.  Klynn No.  (52 1333 

^'fjmes   ^IcKlveny  - (i.3 1336 

O^trick  McKlroy r,i ]:VAS 

'['|,fOmas    Murphy *'<' 1.341 

j(,.s|j:di  F.  Purdy t  •'. J343 

Owc^rge  Caplin 67 1345 

jeren\ce  M.  Dewey 68 1346 
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Affidavit  of — 

Myndert  Van  Schaick No.  69   1357 

Philip  Reynolds 70 1365 

Wm.  M.  'Iweed 

John  L.  Brown 

D.  VV.  Manwaring 

Anson  Herrick 

Solomon  Kipp 

Abraham  Brown 

FILLING  IN  STUYVESANT  COVE — THE    REMOVAL    OF    STREET  DIRT 

AND  THE  EXTERIOR  LINE  ON  THE  EAST  RIVER. 


71 

1367 

72 

1369 

73 

1370 

74 

1371 

75 

1374 

76 , 

1376 

FFIDAVIT    OF 

Richard  Totten 

,.No.  77, 

James  Flanagan 

78 

John  P.  Gumming 

79 

Robert  VV.  Lowber 

SO 

Anthony  Dugro 

SI 

Edwin  13()uton  ......... 

fi2 

Wm    J.  Brislev 

83 

Josiah   W.  Brown 

84 

John  J.  Tate 

85 

George  While 

86 

1380 
l.i86 
1387 
1390 
1409 
1410 
1414 
1419 
1420 
1421 


PURCHASE  OF  LOT   FOR  STATI.ON  HOUSE  IN  THE  SEVENTEENTH 
WARD,  IN   1852. 

Affidavit  of — 

Elias  T.  Deforest No.  87 1423 

Isaac  Edwards 88 K25 

sale  of  the  fort  gansevoort  property,  in  1852. 

Affidavit  of — 

James  B.  Taylor No    89 , ]426 

Alexander  H.  Schuliz 90 1431 

Silas  C.  Herring 91 1435 

Reuben  Lovejoy 92 1436 

Silas  C.  Herring 93 1438 

JohnlNI    Way ". 94 1438 

Reuben    Lovejoy 95 1444 

Preston  H .  Hodi^es 96 1 445 

Benj.  Lloyd  James 97 1447 

Abm.  Van  Santvoord 98 14-48 

George  Oakes 99 I449 

•     Wm.  B.  Abtor • 100 1450 

Henry  H.  Anderson 101 1451 
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turpitude.  The  witness,  ■who  knows  what  the  court  does 
not  know,  and  what  he  cannot  communicate  without  being 
a  self-accuser,  is  to  judge  of  the  eflect  of  his  answer,  if  it 
proves  a  link  in  the  chain  of  testimony  which  is  sufficient 
to  convict,  when  the  others  are  made  known,  of  a  crime, 
he  is  protected  from  answering.  If  there  be  a  series  of 
questions,  the  answers  to  all  of  which  would  establish  his 
criminaltj',  the  party  cannot  pick  out  a  particular  one  and 
say,  if  that  be  put  the  answer  will  not  criminate  him,  it  is 
one  step  having  a  tendency  to  criminate.  The  witness  is 
not  bound  to  explain  how  it  would  criminate.  (Wharton, 
308.     4  Wendell,  252.) 

But  the  witness  is  not  the  sole  judge  of  what  may  tend 
to  criminate.  It  is  the  province  of  the  court  to  determine 
whether  his  answer  will  have  a  direct  tendency  to  impli- 
cate him  in  a  crime,  or  will  expose  him  to  a  penalty  or 
forfeiture,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  furnishing  direct  evi- 
dence of  his  guilt,  or  by  establishing  one  of  many  facts, 
which  may  form  a  chain.  Burr's  trial,  245;  2  Missouri, 
98  and  4  Wendell,  253,  etc. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  case,  and  the  law  as  it  is  ap- 
plicable to  it,  I  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  witness 
on  the  ground  that  his  answer  may  tend  to  criminate  him, 
may  decline  to  answer  the  question. 
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Communication  Irom  A.  C.  Flagg 1209 

Letter  of  the  District  Attorney 1213 

Presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury 1214 

OBSEQUIES    OF    HENRY    CLAY,    DANIEL      WEBSTER     AND      PRESIDENT 

TAYLOR. 

Affidavit  of — 

J  arm  s  Timpson No.  1 1223 

Elbert  Birdsall 2 1225 

Chas  J.  Dougherty 3 1229 

David  T.  Vi.lentiiie 4 1231 

William  T.  Child n 1232 

George  T.  Rodman fi 1234 

Azariah  C.  Flagg 7 1236 

Charles  Arms." S 1237 

Daniel  D.  Howard 9 1239 

M.  J.  Drummond 10 1239 

Henry  Van  Velsor 11 1240 

William  Adams 12 1243 

George  OIney 13   1244 

Edward  Van   Ranst 14 1246 

Charles  Francis 15 1246 

William  E.  Leggelt 16 1248 

Charles  J.  Dougherty 17 1249 

John  Chappe! 18 1250 

James  S.  Halslead 19 1251 

Isaac  0.  Barker 20 1252 

John   H.    Chambers 21 1253 

William  J.  Brisley 22 1254 

William  E.   Leggelt 23 1256 

William   H    Cornell 24 1257 

Elbert  Birdsall   25 1258 

Azariah  C.  Flagg 26 1259 

William  E    Leggett 27 12fcl 

Isaac  Edwards 28...    J 261 

Do 29 1262 

CELEBRATION    OF    FOURTH    OF    JULY,    1852 — FIREWORKS     ON  RAN- 
DALL's    ISLAND,    &C. 

Affidavit   of — 

George  H.  Franklin No.  30 1263 

John^Diilon 31 1267 

Kufus  Ripley 32 1268 

John  W.  Hadfield 33 1269 
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Affidavit  of — 

William   Menck No.   ]fi5 1636 

Thomas  K    Dowoing IGtl 1638 

VVm.   H.  Knapp hi? 1642 

Thomas  C.  Fihcknev IGn 1644 

John  H.  H.  Pinckiiey....          1^9 1645 

Bernard  H.  Romans.' 170 1646 

D.D.Williamson 171 1646 

Joseph  F.  Gilman 172 1648 

John  Burns 173 Ui48 

Merwin  i\.  Whitney 174 1650 

Uel   Heynolds 175 1652 

Jacob  iVii Her 176 1653 

Thomas  Miller 177 1654 

Thomas   Harper 178 1656 

Thomas  McClelland 179 1657 

JohnJ.Duryce ISO 1659 

James  Price 1^1 1661 

Charles  Cof)per 182 1662 

Wni.  H    McCreery 183 1064 

E.  Harrison   Reed 1S4 1665 

Thomas  E.  Broadway.  . .           185 1666 

Isaac  Valentine 1^6 16ti6 

Roger  Clancy    187 1667 

Oscar  W.  Sturtevant 188 1668 

Gaspar   Goldstein 189 1671 

Samuel  Garrison 190 1672 

Alexander  Hornby 191 1673 

Francis  Munret 192 1675 

Henry  Adair 193 1676 

Robert   B.  Coleman 194 1677 

John  P.  Trcadwell 195 1678 

Lorenzo   Delmonico 196 1678 

John  B.  Monnot 197 1679 

Samuel  L.  While 19s 1680 

Henry  K.  Cummin-rs 199 16S0 

James  Buchan 200 IGSl 

John  D.  Lee 201 16S1 

David  S.  Brown 202 1682 

Samuel  Colgate 203 1683 

Charles  W.  8mi,h 204 1684 

Robert  L.  Stuart 205 1684 

Peter  MoUer 206 Ih85 

A.  W.  White,  ^o.  207,  and  Exhibits  A,  B,  C  and  D  1686 
Opinion  and  Decision  of  the  Recorder,  in  the  case  of  Jag. 

B.  Taylor No.  208 1717 
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